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not only by treating them juftly and kindly, but by ufing 
proper Endeavours to fettle Chrijiianity among them. 
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PREFACE 




ir Dejign in writing this Hiftory/V, to give as dear and 
1 faithful an Account as I am able, of the Rife and Progrefs 
, of Chriftianity among the Natives at Houfatunnuk ; 
particularly of Mr. Sergeant’s Miffion to them ; of the 
Meafures he look to recover thofe Indians from their Barbarity, Ig¬ 
norance and Heathenifm, and to inform them in the Dodrines of the 
Gofpcl ; and of the Succefs which, by the Blejfing of God, attended 
his faithful Endeavours to perfuade them to embrace the true Religion. 


In profecuting this Deftgn, I hope, in fame Meafure, to do JuJlict 
to the Memory of that excellent Man, who, from generous and pious 
Principles, undertook, and with great Indujlry and Faithfulnefs pro- 
fecHted that Self-denying Work ■, to let the generous and pious Donors 
to that good Deftgn know, what the Succefs of their liberal and 
charitable Contriburions to it has been ; and to excite others to 
follow their laudable and generous Example, by giving freely of thei-^ 
Subdance to promote that gocdWork, Converfion of the Heathen 
to the Chriftian Faith, If thefe Ends are anfwer'd, I floall not 
regret the trouble and Pains I have been at. 


It may, perhaps, he thought ftrange, that this Performance has 
been fo long delay'd, fo which I would fay j It was almoji a Tear 
A 2 after 
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t/ter Mr.StVLG-EAsr’s Death before I could fatisfy myfelf^that'Mi- 
terials were to he found for fuch aPurpcfe ; and when I had colleSIed ; 
what were to be bad, and entred upon it, I could proceed but very 
Jlowly, by Reafon of other Biifiners upon my Hands,and the many un¬ 
avoidable Avocations that attended me ; And after I badfinijh'd it, 
fame unforefeen Accidents and Occurrences, which I need not trouble 
the Reader with, delay'd it for feveral Months. j 


Why it is not more full and compleat, now it does appear, may 
alfo be the SubjeSl of Enquiry. To which Ifhall only fay, that it is 
in fame Meaftire owing to the Want of thofe Materials which I ex- 
peSied, aud which might have been very helpful, if they could have 
been obtain'd. 


When it was firn propos'd to me to undertake this Bufmefs, 1 
concluded that Mr. Sergeant had prcferv'd what was needful for 
fuch a Work ; for foon after he entred upon his Miffion, he wrote 
to me, defiring that I would fend him an Account of all Tranf- 
ahiions with thofe Indians ,he went to-them : giving this as a 
Reafon, why he defin'd rV, viz. That he defign'd to colleSi and pre- 
fervey[Mtnz.hfor,and,inTime to come,to give theWorld aHiJiory of, 
the Pregrefs of Religion among tbe Indians f his Succcis among 
them jhould prove confiderable ; or to that Purpofe. I therefore 
eoncluded, that he had not only kept a Journal of his.own Doings 
among them, but that he had alfo carefully preferv'd Copies of all 
his Letters to Gentlemen with whom he maintain'd a Correfpondence, 
and their Returns to him •, and that little or nothing more would be 
needful,^ than to Tranfcribe, in their proper Places, what he had 
preferv d. But I found myfelf, more or lefs, difappointed upon all 
thefe Heads, His Journal was indeed fometbing large ktf particular 
for five or fix Tears, but after that Time it confified only of a few 
brief Hints, two or three Pages in Obtavo, upon common Paper, con¬ 
taining the Space of a Tear ; and, for two or three Tears, it was 
wholly wanting. He was alfo fo full of Bufinefs, that he had not 
Time to preferve Copies of thgfe Letters he wrote to Gentlemen with 
whom he correfponded, either in /for Country, or in Great-Britain, 
except a very few. Tea;, when he wrote an Hiftorical Account of 
tbe Succels of the Gofpel among (he Indians at Stockbridge, 

under 
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under his Minijiry, in Compliance with the Dejtre ef the Comrrtittee 
of Direftors for the Sociery for propagating Chriftian Knowledge^ 
in Sco’VhA'SD, Jignified to him hy their President George Drum¬ 
mond, Efq-, and fent it to them, he had no Lei/ure to preferve a 
Copy of it. Some few Letters likewife, written to him, were not t» 
le found. 

When 1 became acquainted with thefe things, I was much dif- 
courag'd ; and had not I recover'd the Originals which Mr. Ser¬ 
geant wrote to the Rev. Dr. Colman, to whom he wrote more 
frequently, and mere freely, than to any other Man, IJhould not have 
attempted any Thing of this Nature. Jnd, when I entred upon the 
Bufinefs, I little thought of compofing any Thing that would befit 
for publick View. My Befign was (feeing I had by me what Ma¬ 
terials / could come at) to preferve what might be mojl likely to be 
of Ufe hereafter, which, in all Probability, would foon have been 
loft, by continuing in loofe Papers. 

And now it is propos'd to p\ih\\fa what I have written, I hope 
the foregoing Account will excufe metho'the Performance be not 
Jo full and compleat, as it might have been, by the Help of thofe 
Things which I could not obtain. Every Reader will be fenftble, 
that Mr. Sergeant, and the goodCaufe in which he was engaged, 
mi^ht have been placed in a more advantagious Light, had thofe 
Things which are wanting, been preferv'd. He will alfo, I truft, 
he as fenftble that Eloquence and Neatnefs of Stile are not what I 
have laboured after, but a plain Narrative ofFabls, in a Language, 
which 1 hope will prove intelligible^ to all, vobo take the Trouble of 
reading what is here prefented. ^ 

1 cannot think any judicious Perfon, upon mature Confideratien, 
will judge,ikat which has been brought topafs by Mr. Sergeant’s 
Miniftry, among the Indians, is fmall and inconfderabie. In the 
Tear 1734- when he went firft to thofe Indians, their Number, 
great and fmall, was fhort of Fifty, and they in the Bepths of Hea- 
thenifm and Barbarity. In the Tear 1749, when he died, they 
were increafed to •, 182 Indians had been baptized by him, 
and a Church confifting of 42 Indian Communicants commemorated 
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the Sufferings of Chrift at the Lord’s-Tablc. Mr. Woodbridge’* 
School (federate from the boarding School) bad belonging to it 55 
Scholars, who were taught to Read and fVrite, and were injlruoied 
in the Principles of Religion. This indeed is not like a Nation 
being born at one? j, but^by the life of ordinary Means, greater 
Things have feldom been brought to pafs in fo fhort a ‘lime. And 
we, in this Part of the Country, have feen Nothing like it, refpeSiing 
the poor Natives who live upon our Borders. And if Mr. Ser¬ 
geant’s Life had been /par’d to have profecuted the Affair of the 
Boarding-School, according to his Intention, and with his wonted 
Wifdom, Prudence iA Skill, is it not highly probable, that we Jhould, 
by this Time, have feen a confiderable Number of the Indian Touth 
educated there, in Labour, Indufry and good Hufbandry, as well as 
in Learning ; who probably might have prov’d net only ufeful 
Members of Society, but alfo of the Church of Chrifl ? 

If what I have written upon this SubjeSl may be a Caufe of many 
Thankfgivings to GOD for his rich Grace and Mercy, exercifed to 
the Indians at Stockbridge, by Mr. Sergeant’s Miniftry ; if 
it may be a Means of exciting pious and well diJpoPd Perfons to 
charitable and generous Contributions to promote the fpiritual Good 
of the poor Natives there, or in other Places-, if it may be an 
Inducement to any young Gentlemen, qualified for fuch a Service, to 
follow the excellent Example Mr. Sergeant has given ; however 
mean the Performance is, the EffeSi will be good, and will anfwer 
the End of the unworthy Author, 

Springfield, 

November 14. 1752. 


Samuel Hopkins. 
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Tribe commonly known by the Name of 
River-Indians is large, molt of them live within 
the Limits oiNew-Tcrk Government, interfpers’d 
among the Butch, and never had Endeavours us’d 
civilize or chriftianize them j 
but ftill continue in their native Ignorance and 
Barbarity. A fmall Number of them live in the N. W. Corner 
of Connecticut Government, and a few Families of them on Hou- 
fatunnuk River, or at Houfatunnuk, which now goes by theNamc 
of Sheffield in the County of Hampjhire, in the S. W. Corner of 
the Maffiachufetts Province, bordering on the Government of 
New-Tork W. and on Connecticut Colony S. 

Thcfe few Indians at Houjatunnuk, are they to whom the Rev; 
Mr. John Sergeant received his Miflion, and with whom En¬ 
deavours have been us’d for about eighteen Years pad, to form 
them to Chriftianity. And ’tis the Defign of this Treatife, to 
give an Hiftorical Account of the Mcafures which have bfeen 
taken with them for this End j the Succefs that has attended 
them ; and what their prefent State is. 

In Profecuting this Defign, I lhall have Occafion to give 
an Account of a confiderable Part of the Liffi, Death and Cha¬ 
racter, of that pious and excellent Man, the Rev. Mr. John 
Sergeant, who preach’d the Gofpel to them, and died in that 
Service. 

About 
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About the Year 1720. or perhaps fomething fooner, the Ge¬ 
neral Affembly of this Province granted two Townrtiips on Hou- 
/«/««««/<: River, to fome People who were defirous of fettling 
there. The Land was purchafed of the River- Indians^ who had 
the native Right but they referv’d for themfclves two fmall 
Tracts of Land : one lying at a Place they call Skatehook, and 
now falls into the firft Parifh in Sheffield-, the other aboUt 8 or 
lo Miles further up the River, which they call JVnahktukook, 
and is within the Bounds of Stockbridge. And at each of thefe 
Places dwell about four or live Families of Indians. 

When the EngUfh made Settlements there, they became ac¬ 
quainted with thofe Indians and Kunkapot, t\\& principal Perfon 
among them, was foon takenNotice of by xhtEnglifh, and fpoken 
of as a Man of Worth. It was by a meer Accident I became 
acquainted with his general Charader. Mr. Ebenezer Miller, 
one of my Neighbours,who had his Account from Houfatunnuk, 
inform’d mc,that he was ftriftly temperate, a very juft and up¬ 
right Man in his Dealings, a Man of Prudence, and induftrious 
in his Bufinefs j and inclin’d to embiace the Chrijlian Religion : 
But that there were fome Difficulties lying in his Mind, two of 
which I remember. One was, that if he became a ChriSiian, his 
own People would difcard him. The other was, the ill Con- 
verfation of Chriftians ; it being as bad, as he tho’t, if not worfe 
than that of the Heathen. (An Objetftion too juft, and it is not 
to be wonder’d at, that it ffiould prove a ftumbling Block to an 
obferving Heathen.) 

I was much affeded with the Story of this Indian, and deter¬ 
min’d to endeavour that he, and the Reft of the Indians there, 
might be inftruded in the Dodrines of Chrifiianity -, for this I 
was prepar’d, by Dr. Caiman^ giving me an Account, the May 
preceding, of the Money depofited in the CotnmiJJioners f land 
for fuch Purpofes •, and knowing that the honourable John Stod¬ 
dard, Efq; of Northampton, was more than any Man, in the Pro¬ 
vince, acquainted with the State of the Indians in general, having 
often been employ’d by the Government in Affairs relating to 
them,I determin’d to difcourfe with him upon it,and to take his 
Advice in theGafe. Accordingly, March nth 1734, I waited 
upon him at his own Houfe, and confer’d with him upon the 
Subjed. He inform’d me, ‘‘ That the River-Indians were the 
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lar-ea of any.ncar the that he judg’d 

a them would be mugh ^ 

vice, and to anfwer the End of his Mifwn, than thofe Mtffiona- 
ries Mcffieurs Parker, Hinjdel, &u 6 .-Secomb, who . had been 
fome Time before ordain’d, and fent to the feveral 
Truck-Houfci in our Eafiern & kt^ejlern Borders, For tht’Trtbes, 
thofe Gentlemen, we^e fent to, ' were very much undent te 
Influence of the And further, what OPj?™;^y 

Mijjionaries had to inftrua them, was only at thole Forts, when 

■ they came in upon a trading Defign ; and that, as ioon as they 

had^done their Bufinefs, they went off, and while they ftay d 

were not perhaps in the beff Temper to receive Inftruaion : But 
as to xhdtver Indians, the French had no Influence upon them ; 
a Miffionary might live among them, and take all Opportunities 
^to inftrua; not only the Men, but affo ham.lies : d Heir 
Children might be taught to read, and write, and be led into 
a Knowledge of the Principles ot Chrijlantty, &c. &c. 

ThcEvent prov’d thefeReafonings to be very juft ifor,not long 
after thofeMiffionaries, Mefli. Parker, ^infdel,ind Secomb,^cxc 
difcourag’d, and threw up their Miffitons, as not being able to 

■ anfwer the Ends of them j but a Mffion to the River-Indians 

prov’d more fucccfsful, , , „ r 7 

Some Time after, I inform’d the Rev. Mr. Stephen Williams 
of Springfield of thefe Suggeftions, and what I had heard. And 
upon our Motion theRev. Mr. Williams oi Hatfield wrote to the 
Honourable and Rev. Commiffioners at Bojion who defir’d us 
that we would take a Journey to Houfatunnuk, and confer with 
the Indians there,refpeaing their receiving a Miffionary to ioftruft 

them._About this Time His Excellency Governour Belcher 

was pleas’d to honour the two principal Indians of Houfatunnuk 
with Commiffiions. To Kunkapot he gave a Captain's, and to 
' Umpachenee a Lieutenant's. Their Commiffiions being fent to Spritig- 
field,vrc heard that they were coming for them, & therefore con¬ 
cluded we would confer with them herg, before we pmceeded to 
Houfatunnuk. Accordingly, on the 22d Day of A/^ry„;wg>enc 
to their .Lodgings, and difeours’d with them.Jby their Interpreter 

yehoikim Fan Falkenburgb, ^ho ezme v/kh them. 

The Captain Ihew’d hifflfelf very defirpus of having a Miffio- 
nary fent among them,, that their Children might be ..taught to 
B. l. ■ ■ ' read, 
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•read, &c. The Lteutenant did not feem fo very defirous of it • 
but yet exprefs’d his Willingnefs that it fliould be fo. But at 
the fame Time, thcy let us know,that they fpake only for tblm- 
fdves and that it would be needful \ht\r Brethren fliould be con- 
■^Ited m the Affair. We therefore inform’d them, that fome 
Time xn July they might expeft to fee us at Houfaltinnuk, where 
""^fheir Brethren, further upon 
thole 1 hmgs. But when the! ime came, I was fick. The Rev. 
Mr BuU ot tVeftfield i\xcxt\ox<e took my Place, and, on the 8th 
of Jitly 1734, accompany’d .Mr. Williams thither. The Captain 
and Lieutenant were very glad to fee them, and call’d theirPeo- 
ple together, of whom thofe Gentlemen inquir’d, whether thcv 
were willing a Minifter fliould be fent to them to inftruA them 
in xhtChriJiian Religion.to teach theirChildren to read, The 
/»^/««r defir’d tour Days to confider of theThing propos’d ; and 
>h their Names, and fio-. 
nity d their Deiires to thofe Reverend Gentlemen, that a Minijhr 
might be fent to them, for the Ends propos’d. Upon which 
the Rev. Mr. H dlrams deliver’d to them a fmall Belt oh Wompum 
as a Confirmation ot what had pafs’d between them, and as a 
Sort of Record thereof. * 

Not long after the Return of thofe Gentlemen from Hrufa- 
tunmik, the Rev. Mr; Williams went to Bojton, where he waited 
upon the Honourable Commijftoners ( his Excellency Governor 
Belcher being then at their Head) and acquainted them with the 

good 


» A ltompumi% a fmall Cylinder of about one third of an Inch lonv.and as bitr 
round as a fmall Straw, with a Hole dril’d thro’ the Middle of it Leneth-wife^ 
and .s made of the Shell of fome polilh'dvery (booth. . A Numbed 

of thefe (Irung upon fmall Threads, and knit together in the Form of a Belt 
are call’d a 5r// ,/ Some of thefe tt'tmpuvi are avi/fe, fome 

the black bear the higheft Price ; they pafs among the as 

and were the only Ct>,» the W/a»/ had, before they became acquainted wi^’ 
‘iF Ornaments, wearing them about their 

Nuh, tVrtjis, &c. It IS a, Cuftom among the Indiam neighbouring to us and 
I (iippofe among all others, to give Belts ofWompum for the Confirmation of 
ain reaties, and as a Remembrance of what paffes between Parties ; fo that 
if one rribe fends a Meffage to another without fuch a Belt, the Mcffaee is 
call’d, an empty IVtrd, not to be regarded or remember’d : But if a Belt zo- 
comp-any’s theMeffage, it is laid up as aRecord of theThing tranfafted • and 
by It. not only the prefent, but future Generations,- keep in Remembrance 
What was then done. And thefe are all Uie Rtcords they keep in fuch Cafes 
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good Difpofuionof the Indians refpefting the Bufinefs they went 
upon And thtCommiJftoners were fo encourag’d by the Account 
given them, that they defir’d thofe Gentlemen, Meflieurs 
Uatns and Bull to feek after fome fuitablePerfon to be employ d 
as a Mijfionary to thofe Indians. As appears by the following 

a Meeting of the Commijfwners 'for Indian Affairs, at 
“ the Council-Chamber in Bofton, Auguft i6th 1734. 


“ Prefent. His Excellency Governor Belcher. 

« Thomas Huichinfon, '] Dr. Benjamin Colmany 

“ Edward Hutchinfony > Elqrs; . Dr. JoJepb Sewally 
Ahomas Steely J Adam Winthrop. 

“ A Report of the Rev, Mr. Stephen WilliamSy and the Rev. 
“ Mr, Nehemiah Bully read, giving an Account of their Vifita- 
“ tion lately made to the Indians at Houfatunnuky at the Defire 
« of the Commiffionersy wherein is fet forth their Conference with 
“ faidand their Confent to receive Inftrudlion in the 
“ Chr^ian Religion^ and theii Defire that the Commifftoners would 
fend them 2>.Mimjler for that Purpofe. 

“ Thereupon, 

“ Votedy That the faid Meffieurs WilliamSy & Bully be defir’d 
“ to ufe their Endeavours for obtaining a fuitable Perfon to go 
“ and rcfide there as their Minifiery to inftruft them and their 
“ Children in Religion, and in Reading, and to preach the Gof- 

“ pel to them on the Sabbaths.-That they be allow’d to 

“ promife fuch fuitable Perfon, for his Encouragement, the Sa- 
lary of One Hundred Pounds per Annum. A true Copy 

Atteft. Adam IVimbrop^ 

Before this Ifime, Mr. Sergeant’s Inclination to ferve the 
.Souls of \.\\tNatives had reached ourEars ; for he had freely faid 
in private Converfation, that he had rather be employ’d as a 
MiJJionary to the NctiveSy if aDoor ihould open for it, than ac¬ 
cept a Call any Englifh Parifl* might give him.;: Thofe Gen¬ 
tlemen being inform’d of this, were not at a Lofs where to go, 
but made their Application to him in 17^4. at New- 

- i/aww,where he was employ’d as one of thcfT utors of Tale-College. 
Their Application to him, and his Anfwer, 1 fhall give the Rea- 
ym jotU'dC'ici;! . .t iB- j ... /'i dcr 
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der in' bis own Words, as I find them in the Beginning of the 
Journal^ which he kept of his Mijfion to the River-Indians at 
Hoiijaiunnuk. 

‘ In Septemher The Rtv.'Mr. Stephen PFilliams, and 

* Mr^ Nehemidh 'Pull,- Being appointed by the Gentlemen €om- 

* ‘ mijjioners tq treat and agree with fome Perfon to 

‘ undertake a Np^ton tq the Indians q( Iloufatunnuk., came to me 

at Nezv-Haven, with the Propofals ; bringing a very encoura- 
‘ '^g Account of the good Inclination of thole Indians^ and of 
‘ their Defire to be inltrudled in the Prineiples of the ChriSitan 
‘ Religion. ' 

‘ I was then engag’d in Bufinefs at ; but, upon 

‘ the fair Probability there appear’d of Succefs, I told the Gen¬ 
tlemen, that I was fo far from being unwilling to devote my- 

* felf to the Service of God in fo good a Caufe, that I was rather 
defiroiis, if none better qualify’d could be found, to improve 

‘ ,what Abilities I had in fuch an Undertaking!,;- tho’ I was feh- 
‘ fible,^ I muft not only lofe a great mariPy agrOabk Amufefllents 
of Life, efpeCially in leaving my Bufinefs at Celine, which was 
‘ the moft agreable to me that could be ; but alfo cxpofe-my- 
felf to many Fatigues and Hardfliips, and I know not to what 
‘ Dangers, amohg .a barbarods People. For indeed I fhould be 
‘ afham’d to own myfelf a Chriliian, or even a Man, and yet 
-r titfcrly refufe doing what lay in my Power, to cultivate Flu- 

* inanity among a People naturally ingenious endugh, but for 
Want of Inftruftion, living fo muc'i below the Dignity of hu- 

‘ man Nature ; and to promote the Sdlbation of S°uls perijhing 
‘ in the Dark, when theL?^;&/ of Life is fo near them. Befidts, 

‘ to fee fo mdch Pains' taken by thofe of the tiomijh Church, 
not only in other PartS, but alfo in AtHericn, and in our Borders, 

‘ whofe Religion is fo corrupted, that it may fcarcely be call’d 

* Chriftianity, fhould, methinks, excite us to Emulation, who, 

‘ at Icaft, think we profefs Chriftianity in much greater Purity. 

‘ Upon the carneftDefire of the two forementionedGentlejncp, 

‘ I readily confbnced to undertake the Miffion, if I might be 
‘ accepted upon the Terms I propos’d, v/z. that with theAp- 

* probation of the Rev. Rt£ior and 'IlruSites of Yak-College, I 
‘ would fpend about half of the Year with the Indians, anci.the 

* Reft of the Year live at College j (for I had a Mind to carry my 

; Pupils 
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‘ Pu0s through the Courfe of their Studies iwh,t? now^werrcn. 
« tering upon their ka Year) and afterward, tf there mouki. be 
^ any r^afLable Encouragement, 1 would 
‘ ly w the Service of inftrufting the Indian.'. 1 his they agreed 
‘ to, and therefore the Rev. Mr. fVilliam immedwt?ly wrote to 
‘ the honourable Jdam mnthrop, Efqj ofte of tl^ Qm;»wmer'S 
» at Boiten; 10 inform him how far they had pro(;ecded.; , , . 


The Terms propos’d by Mr. Sergeant were agreable tp the 
Commijftoners, as appears from the following Letter trom the ho¬ 
nourable their ^ 


‘ By a Letter juft receiv’d from the Rev. Mr. StephenWiUidms, 

‘ I am inform’d he has treated with you about engaging in the 
‘ Indian s Service at Houjatunnuk. And am highly gratified 
‘ with the encouraging. Account he gives of yppr Ingenuity, 
Learninc^, . and Piety, and alfo \yith yogr rauflable lnclm'ation 
i tq undertake.the Service., Tfie onlypifficultir he mentipfiLs, 

‘ That the Redior, I’rufies, and aEo your Fupih, were unwilling 

* you fiiould leave the College, till they had done recking > but 

‘ that, if the Commiffioners would be Xatisfied vvithiyour rfefiding 
‘ at Heufatunnuk one Quarter of,a Year nqw, and then leave'the 
‘ Indians till .the Spring, you vs^ould return and tarry. And Mr. 
‘ Wiiliams that it might be fignify’d as fpon as pdffible, 

* whether the Commiflioners would accept of this Projednon. 
‘ Time would not allow of a full Meeting,but 1 have copfer’d 

‘ with His Excellency the Governor ahoot it, and we do, in the 
‘ Nam«of the Commiflioners accept of the Propofal. . Sp that 
‘ you may proceed and go to Mx. .TVilUams's,yiho informs rne 

* that he will accompany you to Houfatunnuk. 

‘ 1 heartily wilh you, thro’ the divine Bleflirig, good Succefs, 
‘ and much Comfort, in the Employment. And, defiring to 

* hear from you in Anfwer to thip, I remain,’ ,;j ^, 

Sky your hearty Friend and Servant, 

AdamWinthro^.^ 

Accordingly Mr. Sergeant proceeded to Houfatunnuk, and 
in his Journal gives the following brief Account of his Journey, 
and 'the Reception he met With there. ", * 

, ..O c. ■ . . . OSoier^ 
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* Oliol>er Sth. I fee out from New-Haven, Snd went to Mr. 

* ^k//’s, who it was propos’d Ihould bear me Company to Hou- 

* falunnuk, and introduce me to the Indians, being fomething ac- 
‘‘ quainted with them, as he had been there befo e in the Sum- 

* mcr with Mr. Williams, to treat with them, with Refpedt to 

* their receiving the From Wejifield, onThuxidiay OSfo- 

* her nth, we fet out'in the Afternoon, defigning to lodge at a 

* Houfe about 15 Miles onwards upon the Road, which was the 

* only Houfe before we came to Houfatunnuk. But Night com- 

* ing on too foon for us, we were forced to lodge in the Woods 
‘ without Fire or Shelter. "The next Day we got to Houfatun- 
‘ nuk, a little before Night, thro’ a moft doleful Wilderneis,and 

* the worft Road, perhaps, that ever was rid. We took Care 

‘ to inform xhtlndians -we. were come,[they had expeded us fome 
« Time] and defir’d them to meet us the next Day, at a Place 
‘ we appointed, near the Middle between the' Places where the 
‘ liv’d -, for one half of them liv’d near 4 Miles above, 

‘ up xFQ'River, and the other about fo much below. 

‘ Ocloher 13th. In the Afternoon I made a fliort Difeourfe fo 
the Indians by an Interpreter, an Indian call’d Ebenexer, to 
‘ which they (about 20 in Number *) gave very goodAttention, 

' clpecially Capt. Kunkapot iWw Chief, and \\\s Family. 

' ' ‘ I adapted my Difeourfe, as well as I could, to their Capa- 
cities and Manner of Thinking^ The next Day Ebenezer told 

* me, that one who had been a little cold in the Defign, was 

* mov’d with what I faid, and feem’d now confiderably engag’d. 
‘ * The Interpreter could fpeak Englifh very well,dor he had liv’d 

* I with tkem,, and had ^ot confiderablc Knowledge in the Prin- 
‘ ciples of Religion, and Was, very defirous.Mr. 5 «//would bap- 

' * ' tize h\m. '' Accordingly we met at the Lieutenant’s Houfe bn 
‘ . Thurlday, where Mr. examin’d Ebenezer with Refpeft to 
‘ his Knowledge and Refolution to live 3 .Chriftian Life, and he 
‘ gave a pretty good Account of the Principles of the Christian 

* Religion, and faid, he would rather burn in the Fire than for- 

* fake th^,Truth. Mr. made a Prayer, which Ebenezer in- 
, *■ lefprete^,'and I deliver’d another fhort Difeourfe, after which 

bns ^ ' Ebenezer 

* Mr. Sergeant notes in his Jpurnal fome Tiyv^ after that when he fpeaks 
■,^A .of;^sjHearers, he intends only adult Perlons, and is fo to be underftdod 

' here, and elfewhere. 
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* Ehenezer was laptized by Mr. fia//, making the following 
‘ nunciatiorr ofProfeffion of Ckirijlianity\ and'f^ro*- . 
‘ mife of 2L good Life. ■ > - • • ' 

‘ Through the Goodnefs of God towards wf, in bringing m into 
‘ the Way of the Knowledge of the Gofpel, I am convinc'd of the 
‘ Truth of the Chriftian Religion, and that it is the only Way that, 
‘ leads to Salvation and HappitielV. / therefore freely, and hec^- 
‘ tily,forfake Heathenilh Darknefs, and embrace the Light df 'iht 
‘ Gofpel, and the Way of Holinefs. . And do now, in Prtfencl of 
‘ Almighty God, the Searcher of Hearts, and before many Witnefes, 

‘ ferioufly and folemnly take the Lord Jehovah, to be my God and 
‘ Portion, Jcfus Chrift his Son to be my Loid Redeemer i and 
« the Holy Ghoft to be my SaniSlifier and Teacher. And do Co- 
‘ venant and Promife, by theHelp''df dlvi'neGhace, that Twill cleave 
‘ to the Lord with Purpofe of Heart, believing his revealed Truths, 
‘ as far as I can gain the Knowledge of them, obeying his Commands, 
‘ both thofe which mark out my Duty, and thofe that forbid Sin, 
‘ fine ercly and uprightly to the End of my Life. 

‘ Ilere Ebenezer fhew’d us a little nam’d Showanun,vthctf 
‘ being in the Woods with his Father, at a confiderable Didance, 
‘ and hearing that I was coming, and would teach the Children 
‘ to read, would ftay no longer with his Father, but was rcfolv’d 
‘ to come Home, tho’ his Father (to try him I fuppofe/tpl^ 
‘ him, if he left him no Body would take Care of him* to pro- 
‘ vide him Vidtuals and Cloaths ; but he would not bp difluaded 
‘ from coming Home to learn his Book. And what makes this 
‘ the more remarkable in the Boy, is, that he is exceeding fond 
‘ of his Father, as his Father is alfo of him. , \;v 

The Indians, as has been obferv’d, living in two Places about 
8 or 10 Miles afunder, it was needful they fhould come together 
in one Place, that they, on the Sabbath might attend upon Mr. 
Sergeant’s Preaching, and have their Children taught ori the 
Week Days. When therefore they were together at Lieutenant 
Umpacbenee's Houfc, they difeour^’d the Matter, and concluded* 
that, during theWinter Seafon, fhey would dwell together about 
half Way between thofePlaces,where each Party then liv’d •, the 
Place being well accommodated withWood and Water, and alfo 
near feme Englijh Families, in one of which Mr. Sergeant 

might 
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migbr li^ whiie he ferv’d theicn ; but this could continue po 
lenj^er than the Spring, when they muft return to their own 
Places to Plant, Uc. • 

‘ Lord's-Day, Oaoher 20th. I made two Difeourfes to the In- 

* dians, (in Number the fame as before) to which they gave great 

* Attention, and feem’d to be well pleas’d. They were inter- 

* preted by Mr. Fan Falkenburgh, Dutch Man.' 

On Monday 21ft. They chearfully fet about building 

a fublick Houje at the Place agreed upon, to lervc them, both to 
meet in on the Sabbath, and to keep the School in ; round which 
they built fmall Huts for their feveral Families to dwell in. The 
Chearfulnefs & Engagednefs they difeover’d herein, was an Evi¬ 
dence of the ardent Pefires they had to hear the Word preach'd, 
4nd tp have, their Children taught to read. And, in a fhortl ime, 
they all moVd with their Families thither. While thefe Things 
were doing, Mr. Sergeant went up lolVnahkiukook, the Place 
wjtere thti .Captain and fome others lived, to teach theirChildren 
to read, and was greatly pleas’d with the Refpedl they fliew d 
him, and with the Children, they being exceedingly engag’d to 
ibarn. He went '^lfo to ^)^fl/«^tfi'ilr,thePlace where the Lieutenant 
and four Families more liv’d, and taught their Children. The 
Number at each Place being about 9 or 10. 

'' The Numberof Mr- Sergeant’s Auditors now began to in- 
^i'dafe."' November 5. he writes, “ My Auditory 

’was’greater than it had beert'; and now, befides Preaching, I 

* pray’d hj kh Interpreter.” And to move our Pity to the poor 

who'arc brought up in Ignorance, he proceeds thus; 
’‘ After Service they invited me to go, the next Day, up to 
‘ fFnahktukook, to fee a Religious Ceremony, they had Earn’d of 

* theihPathers'' Accordingly I went. Ehenezer bore me Com- 
’‘’. pany, 6f whbm I encjbir’d, to fatisPy my Curiofity, into the 

* Notions, Cuftoms& Manners of'their Nation. Among Other 

< Things, he told me of fome he had known that were Atheijis, 
who fuppOsM all Things began, continu’d,and ceas’d, accord- 
lhg to,'fhe feveral Laws of their Nri/«rer, without any Caufe 
or Direftiot) from ‘a fuperiouf Hand. Others believ’d the 5 a« 
'* to be God, Or at leaft thsBody, tor Refidence, of the ; but 
‘ thit now they gcnernlly believ’d the Exiftence of one fupreme 
*, inVifible Being, the Maker of all Things. He told me alfo 
° fundry 
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‘ lundry childifh and ridiculous Things, which they ^ ' 

« As that the feven Stars were fo many tranQated toHear 

‘ ven in a Dance that the Stars in CharUisIVain, are fo many 
‘ Men hunting a Hear ; that they begin the Chace in theSpring, 

. and hold it all Summer j by the Fall they have it, 

* and that the Blood turns theLeaves red : by the Winter they 
‘ have kill’d it, and theSnow is made ol its Fat ■, which, being 
‘ melted by thcHeat of theSummer,makes the Sap of frees, t 
‘ There is a large Heap of Stones, 1 fuppofc ten Cart Loads, 

‘ in the Way to IVanhktukook, which the Indians have thrown 
‘ together, as they have pafs’d by the Place ; for itus d to be 
‘ their Cullom, every Time any one pafs d by, to throw a Swne 
‘ to it • But what was the End of it they cannot tell : Only 
‘ they fay, their Fathers us’d to do fo, and they do it becaufe it 
‘ was the Cuftom of their Fathers. But Ebenezer fays, he fup, 

‘ pofes it was defign’d to be as anExpreffion of thcirGratitude to 
‘ the fupream Being, that he had preferv’d them to fee thePlace 
‘ again. 'Phefe Things Ebenezer xo\d. me, by 
‘ were riding towhich are fuch chikhfh Fables 
‘ that I had not taken Notice of them, had it not been that they 
‘ believ’d them, as childifli as they are ; .which fhews us how 
‘ cafily Men brought up in Ignorance are impos d upon, and 
‘ Ibould, methinks, excite us the more to pity them.—-When 
‘ we were cpme to the Captain's i 7 e»/<r,there were feveral of our 
•■ Indians there, as well from below, as thofe that belong d there, 

^ ^fter we had been there for fame Time, two Men, appointed 
‘ for the Service, took a Deer down that hung up in the:WjgT 
^ warn, * which was to be offer’d, apd laH^, the four Quarters 
f UGoa'i Bark in the Middle of the-Houft^fthe Reft fitting 

* round very feriousthe Skin was takch off with the ^hpre 

C .Hwd 

+ I leave the Reader to conjefture, whence thefe <o fprrti 

theirNotiopfo.fimilar to that .of the who call thefe,;^t^s,th* 

« is ah Indian Bou/e, m building'Cf ^hich‘they taki fih^fle^bfe 

Poles and-fticlc them into the Ground, round fnch «Spacens^the»y/mwnd for 
the Bignefs of their Houfe, whether greater or Iffs i thofe, P^es they W 
from each Side, and fallen them together, making an Arch qyer Head-: 
Then they fallen fmall Sticks to them, cutting thePoIes at right Angles, whicji 
ferve for Ribs. After which they cover the Whole with the- Bark- of Trees, 
leaving a Hole in the Top for the SmojOi to gO oot, and at one or both. End* 
to go in and out. 







HiftoIical Memoirs, *734 

* HeacI and Neck to the Shoulders ; the fourQiiarters were laid 
‘ one upori another, and the Skin,doubled Length wife,was laid 

* upon them, fo as to make it look as much like a whole Deer 
‘ as might be. When this was done,an elderly Man, appointed 

* tpf that Purpofe, flood up over it; and, with a pretty loud 
‘ Voice, f^ake to the following Purpofe. 

‘ O great God pity us, grant us Food to eat, afford us good and 

* comfortable Sleep, preferve us from being devoured by the Fowls 

* that fly in the Air. This Deer is given inToken that we acknow- 
‘ ledge thee the Giver of all Things. Then he halloo’d pretty 
*■ loud, that God might hear and take Notice of what they were 

* doing. Then he that made the Offering gave thzpro Tempore 

‘ Prfefl: (Tor they have no dated onej a IVbmptm which 

* was to pay him for his Service ; after which he halloo’d again. 

* After thefe Ceremonies were ended, the two Men beforc-mcn- 
^ tioned, cut thcDeer in Pieces and boil’d it •, and when it was 
*■ made ready, a Piece was given to every one, of which ,-they 

* all eat, except he that offer’d it, (for he eats none of it) w hicli 
‘ is to fignify it is a Gift, and therefore free, and he dcTires none 

* of it back again. While they were eating, one of theWaiters 

* gave the Skin with theFect, and fome of theInwards,to an old 

* WidowWoman,which is aDeed ofCharity they always pradlice 

* ;up6n fuch Occafions. 

‘ Upon Inquiry into the Original of this Piece of -Religion, 

* they pve me the following fabulous Account of the fird In- 

* ditution of it. They had receiv’d it by T'raditlbn from their 

* Fathers, that there once liv’d a Man among them, who was 
'* feen to come down from Heaven vi\th. Snow-Shoes on, (which 

.was the Original of Snow-Shoes,) that he liv’d in great Repu- 

* tation among them : was edeem’d a Hero, zx\ds % Prophet z 

* He clear’d their Country of Monders that infeded theirRoads, 

* and taught them that this was a religious Cudom in theCoun- 

* 'try above, from whence he came ; and of him they learnt this 
.* Piece, of Religion, That he married gWife among them,and 
‘ had two Children by hers and that when: they odcr’d a Deer, 

he us’d to be their Pried : but fome Times he omitted pfay- 
‘ ing upon fuch Occafions, which the Indians found Fault with, 

* and this coming to, the Ears of his Wife, fhe inform’d him.; 
/ he confeffedic a. faulty Ncglfii^ 5 ^and apologizing, as well as 

he 
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* he could, for himfelf, promis’d he would do it next Time. 

« And accordingly, when the next Occafion offer’d, he began 
‘ to pray with his two Children upon his Knees, and was in a 
‘ wonderful Manner rais’d from the Grounci, riling gradually as 

* he continu’d praying : but when he had got jull to the I'op 
‘ of thtlVigwam, they call’d to him to leave one of hisChildreri, 

‘ at leaft, behind him i and letting one down, he was carried 
‘ up out of their Sight. This Child of his alfo prov’d an ex- 
‘ traordinary Man ; of whom they tell fevcral very ridiculous 
‘ Stories •, which yet they believe with a firm Faith.’ 

The above Hiftorical Account 1 have not inferred fo much 
for its being curious, as to excite Companion towards fuch ig¬ 
norant Creatures, and the charitable Endeavours of generoOs 
Minds to bring them out of fuch a benighted State. 

November 5th. Mr. Sergeant began to keep School, in the 
School-Houfe which the Indians had built •, and on the next 
Week his Scholars were in Number 22 or 23, as he writes; and 
on the following Week two new Scholars were added to their 
Number. Thcfe he inftrudted on thcWcek Days, and preach’d 
on the Sabbaths. 

The following Paffages, inMr. Sergeant’s Journal well de- 
ferve the Attention of thofe who are concern’d for the Englijh 
Intcreft in America^ and for the fpiritual Good of the Indians. 

‘ Monday, November the 2 5th. I went to Albany, being de- 

* fir’d by the Miniflcrs of the Country, to inquire after the Dif- 
‘ pofition of the Mohawks, and the Reft of the Indians in Friend- 
‘ fhip with the Englijh, towards theChriftian Religion •, carrying 
‘ a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Williams of Hatjield, to the Hon. 

‘ Philip Livinglion, Efq; to defire of him Information in that 
‘ Matter. Mr. Livingfion tolcf me there was great Probability 
‘ that the Proteftant Religion might, if proper Means were 

* us’d, be introduc’d among moft of thole Nations ; and he 
‘ look’d upon it abfolutely necefiary in Order to preferve the 
‘ Trade with them, and keep them inFriendfhip with ihtEngliJh-, 
‘ for the French of Canada were very induftrious to gain them 
‘ over to their Intcreft; and that they have MiJJwnaries among 
‘ them, who came as near to their Government as they dare ; 

* that the Indians are drawn off, more or lefs, every Year to 

* Canada. Much the fame Account other Gentlemen gave me. 

C 2 ‘ —Mr. 
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.Barclay, an ingenious and religious young Gentleman, 
‘ has been about a Year and a half among the Mohawks^ and 
is learning their Language, and dcfigns to Epifcopal Ordi- 
nation, to be a MtJJlonary among them, if the Society forpropa- 
‘ gating the Gofpel in foreign Parts will fupport him. He has 
allow’d him a fmall Encouragement from the Government for 
I* two Years, thirty Pound per Annum. I faw him little more 
‘ than half a Year ago, at this. Place, when he told me he had 
‘ all theEncouragemcnt that could be expefted from ihelndians j 
‘ had wrought fome confiderable Reformation in their Morals-; 

and that they lov’d him entirely. The Mohawks are generally 
.* Pfof^ffors of ; but, for Want of Inftrudion, have 

but little of it in Reality. And, mcthinlcs, .it is great Pity fo 
‘ ingenious and worthy a Gentleman as Mr. Barclay fhouki 
.* want any Encouragement, in fo great and noble an Under- 
taking. He now reads to them every Lord’s-Day thePrayers 
‘ in the Liturgy, which are tranQated into their Language,with 
‘ fome LelTons out of the New-Pejlament, befides fome Manu- 
fcript Difcourfes, made by a former Mijfunary, which he has 
‘ got. But he has no (fated Interpreter, and when he has Occa- 
fion for one, is oblig’d to pay him out of his own Pocket, 

‘ In a Word, he is alone in that noble Dcfagn.’ 

Mr. Sergeant left the College, defigning to return to it ao-ain, 
-as has been obferv’d. The Rev. Mr. Stephen (Pilliams, there¬ 
fore, and fome others being very defirous that the Indians might 
be inftrudled, while Mr. Sergeant was abfent, prevail’d with 
Mr. ‘Tmdthy Woodbridge of Springfield, to go to them. And 
•when Mr. Sergeant return’d from his foremcntioned Journey, 
he writes thus. ‘ 'Upon my Return irom- Albany, {which was 
* on'SatHrday November ^oth) I found-Mr. I'iniothy IFoodhridge, 

‘ a young Gentleman very well qualify’d for' the Bufinefs, fenc 
‘ up here, to take Care of the School, and tomftriKfl the Indians 
‘ in a Catechetical Way,when I fhould return to my Bufinefs at 
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y -Lord's-Day, December 8th. I had but very.fctiv Hearers, the 
‘ Reafon of which was, that fomc of the fTradcrs had been down 
‘ from Hud/on’s Rivers and brought a large Quantity of Mum, 

‘ and fold to the Indians, with which they got drunk, and con- 
‘ tinued fo for feveral Days, and had not got oyer it by the Sab- 
‘ bath. This was the moft difeouraging Week 1 had,- for the 
‘ Dutch 'I'raders, 1 was told, had been very indultrious to.dif- 
‘ courage the Indians froni-being Cbrijlians, thinking, it would 
‘ leflcn^their Trade with them, or at leall they fliould not be 
‘ under fo good Advantages to cheat and impofe upon them. 

For they make vaft Profit by felling them Rum, and making 
‘ Bargains with them when they are drunk •, and Drunkenneis 
‘ is a Vice the Indians are extremely addidfed to. Thefe Traders 
‘ tell them, that the Religion we are. about to teach them, is not 
‘ a good one that we defign in the End to ferve ourfelves by 
‘ them, to make Slaves of them and their Children, and the like. 

* They alfo took Occafion, from the Law there is in this Pror 
‘ vince, againft private Perfons felling tlie Indians 

‘ to prejudice them againft ,the Gqv ernniept.&nd Peof ie ; as tho’ 

‘ we were not their Friends. Upon thefe Infinuations, I undci> 

‘ flood fome of the Indians were very much difgufled & affront- 
‘ ed ; that the Lieutenant was out of Humour ; that his Brother 
‘ cfpecially was in a great Paffion, who is a, confidergble Man 
‘ among them. 

‘ Upon this Information I defir’d the Captain and Lieutenant 
‘ to come to myLandlord’s on Lord’s Day Evening, (defigning 
‘ the next Day to leave them) Accordingly they came, and I 
‘ endeavour’d to remove thofePrejudices, and to perfuade them 
‘ thofc Infinuations were utterly groundlefs and talfe \ that the 
‘ Traders doubtlcfs were the Men. that intended to make a. Prey 
‘ of them, and their Children ; and labour’d to fatisfy them-, 
‘ that the foremention’d Law was dcfign’d in their Favour, to 

* prevent their abufing themfelves, and expofing themfelvcs to 
‘ the Abufes of others ; that the Government did not defign to 
‘ prevent their haying flirong Drink i.,for,in other- Places fomc 
‘ trufly Perfons have had Commifiions.to fell them Liquo^,and 
‘ other Things they wanted, at the fame Rate they go at in 
‘ Bojipn, and Orders to allow them the fame Price for their 
f Gxjods as they would fetch at Bojton. )Vith what 1 faid they 

‘ feem’di 
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* feem’d well fatisfied ; erpecially for he’ftw tHro’ 

‘ the DcfigH' of the Traders. ' And as he is a temptme Man 
‘ himfelfj fb he is very much griev’d at the Intemperance of his 
‘ People ; and tho’ he be calm and moderate in hisTemper, yet 
‘ he fliew’d conflderable Warmth and PafTion at the wicked and 

ungenerous Treatment of the Traders.’ 

The Neighbourhood of the Dutch to thefe Indians has often 
p'rov’d a Difadvantnge and Snare to them, and it is to be fear’d 
will prove fo Ifiil ; lor tht Indians have often Occafion to go 
among them upon Bufinefs, and to vifit their Brethren : Upon 
thofe Occafions thcDulch do not fail of tempting them toDrunk- 
ennefs, if there is any Profpeft of their finding their Account in 
it } and ’tis to be fear’d fome of them tempt them to Excefs, on 
■Purpofe to difappoint theDefign of Chrifiionizing them. And, 
without Doubt, the many Relapfes into Intemperance that have 
appear’d among the Indians, after their Profefiion oi ChriSiianily 
(of which have happen’d too many Inftancesj have been owing 
to the wicked Pradice of the Dutch. And as if other Temp¬ 
tations were not enough, they too often recommend Drunken- 
nefs to them by their own Example. 

The Time was now come, when Mr. Sergeant was oblig’d 
to return to his Bufinefs at College ; and, as a proper Expedient 
to forward the Defign he was now engag’d in, he propos’d to 
take two Indian Children with him, intending thereby to lead 
them into fome Accjuaintance with tlie Englijh Language and 
Manners. And therefore, at the Clofe of the Conference he had 
with the Captain zndLieutenant, mentioned above, he propos’d it 
to them. And in hss, Journal gives this Account of the Matter. 
‘ Then I alk’d them if they would let two of their Children 

* go,and live with me thcReftof theWinter*. and 

they agreed that the Ca/»/«t«’s only Son Nungkawwat, and the 

‘ Lieutenant's o\dt^ Son Etowaukaum, (who by the Way is 

* Grandfon by his Mother to Etowaukaum, Chief of the River~ 
*■ Indians, who w^s in England in Queen\ry»«’s Reign) fhould be 

* the Children. ' • They were both young ; Nmgkawwat about 
nineYears old •, EtQ<usatIkdm% abOot eight : Yet they were riot 

«■ only willing to go with me, they knew not whither, but had 
^ a Mind to it. And the ncx't Morning, Monday December the 
‘ 9 th, we fet oht for New-Haven, leaving Mr. Wcodbridge in the 

‘ School. 
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‘ School. The Boys went away ,w’uh very good Courage, and 
‘ held out a long and tedious Journey in a cold Seafon, with 
‘ wonderful Refolucion.’ 

‘ December We got to New-Haven. I took the Boys 

‘ into my own Chamber at College, and fent them to the free 
‘ School kept New-Haven. They liv’d very contentedly, were 
‘ much made olF by every Body ; for indeed they were a couple 
‘ of very likely Boys, efpccially the Lieutenant's, Son. 

The prudent Meafures Mr. Sergeant took with thtlndians, 
the little Time he fpent with them before his Return to College 
the Succefs had the Hopes he conceiv’d of being further fer- 
viceablc to them •, together with the Oppofition he met with in 
profccuting his goodDefign ; theReadcr may heft learn from the 
following Letter which he wrote to the Conmiffioners, foon after 
he got to New-Haven, (how foon I am not certain, for the Copy 
of it before me, has no Date) and direded it to the Honourable 
Jdam iHinthrop, Efq-, their Secretary. • 

‘ Honourable Sir, . _ 

‘ Tour Honour's of November 13th I receiv’d at Wedifield, in 
‘ my Return from Houfatunnuk. ’Tis no fmall Satisfadion to 
‘ me, that your Honour, with the Reft of the Honourable and 
‘ Reverend Commijfioners, are pleas’d to entertain a goodOpinion 

* of me. I have had the Approbation of my Confcience in thp 
‘ Bufinefs 1 have undertaken, nor have I been at all difeontentec^. 
‘ Thro’ the Blefling of God, the Defign has hitherto fucceeded 
‘ full to my Expedratipn, excepting that I have not had quit,e fo 
V-many Auditors as I hop’d to have (there being generally abouy 
‘ 30 j) There has been about 25 Scholars in the School, befides 

* fome older oncs,whQ took fomqPains to learn theLetters ; but 
I fuppofe their Patience will hardly hold out to learn to read 

‘ well. They have always treated tne withRefped &Kindnefs,in 
‘ their Way. The Children in the School, I.think, were fond 
‘ of me, and they all feem’d to put great Confidence in me, and 
what I believe you will think a fufficient, Eyidehcc of h, is, I 
‘ have brought a Way with me too little Boys. One is Capt. 

* Kunkapot'& only Son, nam’d Nungkawwat, about nine Years 

* old ; the other is Lieut. ljmp*thenet\ eldcft Son Etswaukaum, 
‘ about eight Year^ old. 

* The 
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‘ The Lads had a great Mind to come with me, and their 

‘ Parents were very wHlihg they fhould. They bore theFatigues 
‘ of the Journey well, and have been very contented fincc they 
‘ have been here. My Uefign in bringing them is to teach them 
‘ Englijh^ and to learn of them, as well as I can. I de- 

‘ fign to keep them, untill l’ return to Houfatunniik, in theTown. 

‘ School ; for my Time is fo taken up with College Bufinefs, 

‘ that I cannot teach them myfelf. 

‘ I could not have the Opinion of theGentlemen Commijftoners-, 
but I doubt not but what I have done will be grateful to them. 

‘ However, I did not dcfign they lliould be burdenfome to the 
Society, and hope to find fo much Charity amongfi Gentlemen 
in thcfe Parts, as to bear the Charges of their Board and 
‘ Schooling. They are two very likely Lads, and, il I do not 
‘ judge amifs, the Mtan Children exccll the generality of ours, 

‘ in Pregnancy of Parts and good Humour. I am fure I could 
‘ not have found an Englijh School, any where, that would have 
‘ pleas’d me fo much. Capt. Kunkapot is an excellentMan,and 
‘ 1 do believe has the true Spirit of Chrijiianity m him. He 
‘ knows a great Deal, and by the Charafter all his Acquaintahce 
‘ give of him, his Conduft is unexceptionable. I found them 
‘ generally pofleft with theBelief oi One fupreme Being^\.\\eMik.tr 
‘ and Governor of all Things,'and that they acknowledg’d the 
‘ Diffcrehce between moral Good and Evil ; thait God regards 
the Adtidns of Mankind, in order to reward or punilh them; 

‘ in fon;ic future State of Exiftence. 

‘ I have endeavour’d to give them fight Notions of thcfe 
‘ Matters, and to eftablilb them in the Belief of them.. And 
‘■ frdm'thefe Principles,-together with fuch other Arguments a's 
« I thought moit cogvincing to them, to perfuade them of the 
^ Neceffity o'f a fupernaturai and to fatisfy them *at 

‘ this is contain’d in the Holy Scriptures! I defir’d them from 
‘ Time to Time to let me'know, if they had any Doubts with 
‘ Refpedt to any' Thing I had.taught them,' Qf^they had othef- 
wife■.heafd,''-6f the Religion. But tho’ they were iri- 

^quifitive in fo'me Pbintsf yet they never feem’d difpos’d to 
contradidt what I faid. 

‘I have (after I had in fevcral Difeourfes told them what 1 
thqvjght previoufly neceflary) given them a brief Account bf 
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the Original of Things ; the State of Mankind at the firfl: ; 

‘ the Fall and unhappy Confequences of it ; the moft remark- 
‘ able Difpenfations of divine Providence recorded in the old 
‘ Teftament God’s chufing a peculiar People to himfelf; his_ 

' moft remarkable Dealings with them till his final Rejeftion ot 
‘ them ; a fhort Hiftory of our Saviours Birth, Life, Adlions, 

‘ and Death i an Account of his Doftrines, and Precepts: In. 
‘ e/ery Difcourfe making fuch pradical Refledions, as I tho’c 
‘ convenient for them. They were generally all prefentthac. 
‘ liv’d thereabout, and gave very good Attention. 

‘ After they had finilh’d the School-Houfe (^which was in 
‘ the Beginning of November) they mov’d to that Place with, 
‘ their Families, where they now live. The Scholars in the 
‘ School make very good Proficiency. I fuppofe the Gen- 
‘ tlemen are before now inform’d ot Mr. Wood-. 

‘ bridge's Char.ider, and the Reafon of putting him into the. 
‘ School, &c. The Children began to be lond of him before I 
‘ came away. There is a fair Profped of confiderable Things 
‘ being done among them. I found Nothing on the Part of 
‘ the Indians but what was encouraging, except their Inclina- 
‘ tion to ftrong Drink. But from other People there are many 
‘ Difeouragements. They are a loofe vicious People they live 
‘ among, and there are fome fo prodigioufly wicked as to en- 
‘ deavour all they can to difeourage them -, efpecially the Dutch 

* Traders, whofe Gain is all their Godlinefs *, and this poor Peo- 
‘ pie’s Ignorance andVice is their Gain : They trade with them 
‘ very much in Rum, which is the Deftrudion of every Thing 
‘ that’s good among them. To difeourage them they tell them,. 

* that our Religion is not a good one, and that we defign only 
‘ to make Slaves of them. They take Advantage from the 
• * Law of your Province, againft felling ftrong L’quor to them,, 

‘ to prejudice them againft the Englijh. The Traders them- 
« felvcs evade the Force of the Law, by leaving their Rum juft 
without the Borders of the Province, from whence the Indians 
‘ fetch it themfelves. The Week before I came away they had 

* a drunken Frolick, which lafted three or four Days. Kunkapot 

* always keeps clear of fuch Frolicks, and Umpachenee had fo 
‘ much the Command of himfelf as to retrain at that Time.—> 

* God only knows what may and will,be effeded j but I am 

■ D ' much 
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‘ much afraid that the Dutch will difcourage many of them : 
‘ for they have great Influence over the Indians. As for the 
‘ old ones, who are much addifled to drinking, nothing but the 
.* extraordinary Power, that attended CkriHianity in its firfl: Pro- 
‘ pagation, will be fufficient to reform them. The Young I 
‘ have great Hopes of, if God is pleas’d to blefs fuitable En- 
‘ deavours with them. 

‘ I hop’d they (the Indians) would have had a general Mcet- 
‘ ing of the Tribe, while I was with them ; but their Bufinefs 
‘ (Hunting) made them defer it till fince I came away ; and I 
‘ fuppofe ’tis to be about this Time. What will be concluded 
‘ in that Meeting will either add Life to ourDefign, or almoft 
‘ entirely qualh it. ° 

*■ I am fenfible I have drawn out this Letter to a very great 
‘ Length, but if I am tedious, I will not be more fo by apolo- 
*' gizing for it, but only beg Leave to fubfcribe myfelf, 

Tcur, and the Reft of the Commijfoners 
snojt obedient humble Servant, 

JOHN SERGEANT. 

On the 19th of December, Mr.SERCEANT wrote to the Indians.^ 
direfting his Letter to the Captain, Lieutenant, and the ReltV 
And that the Reader may fee what Pains he took, to accommo¬ 
date himfelf to their infant State of Knowledge, I will tranfcribe 
Ibme PaflTagcs out of it. 

‘ My good Friends and Brethren, 

‘-You are always in my Heart, and I ceafc not every 

* ‘^ hope that you are con- 
*■ vinc’d that Men ought to do good, and that God will reward 
^ them that do fo, and that God will punifli them that live 
‘ wickedly.-— Book teaches us that there is one great 
*■ God above all, who is moft powerful, wife, juft, and (^od. 
*' The Bible alfo teaches us, that there is one LordJefasCbriJt, 

* the Son of God, born into the World of a Virgin Mother, and 
‘ died to faveSinriers. For We are all Sinners,pnd deferve to be 

* punifh’d j but Chrift took upon himfelf the Punilhment due 

to us.- 1 know you haVe manyTemptations to draw back., 

‘‘They cannot be your Friends that try to difcourage you. 

• ‘They only endeavour W keep you in Ignorance, that they 

‘ may 
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i « may be under better Advantage to cheat you. Knowledge 
J ‘ is certainly good. It is to the Mind what Light is to the 
‘ Eye. You would think them your greateft Enemies that 
‘ Ihould endeavour to put out your Eyes •, efpecially if you 
‘ were travelling a difficult Road. I his World is like a thick 
’ ‘ and intangled Wildernefs •, and why ffiould not you, as well 

1 ‘ as other People, enjoy the Benefit of the LightTruth is 

^ ‘ more precious than the Light of the Sun. Don t fuffer your 

* Enemies to impofe upon you.’—^- 

I am your hearty Friend, and moft wtlltng 

to ferve you in all 'Things, 
JOHN SERGEANT. 

This Letter was very acceptable to the Indians ; and the more 
lb, becaufe it came to them a little before a general Meeting of 
the River-Indians, at Houfatunnuk, at which they were to confi- 
der, whether it was bcft that the Indians there ffiould go on to 
receive Inftruftion or not ? 

It is a Cuftom among the Indians, not to proceed in any 
Affair of Importance, till they have the Confent xht feveral 
Clans, belonging to their Nation ; and the Indians, at Heufatun- 
KK/f, having pi oceeded fo far, without the general Confent of 
their Brethren, were much concern’d left they ffiould be frown’d 
upon at the approaching Meeting ■, and the more fo, becaufe 
they had heard, that the Indians of Hudfon’s River highly re- 
fcnted their receiving a Minitrer and School-Mafter, before they 
had gain’d the Approbation of theReft of their Tribe ; yea,there 
was a Report, that a Defign was on Foot to poifon the Captain 
and Lieutenant, on that Account *, as alfo, becaufe they had re- 
•Ceiv’d Commijfions from his Excellency Governor Belcher. N hc« 
ther there was any juft Ground for thefe Reports, or whether 
they were fet on Foot by the Dutch Traders to difeourage the 
Indians, at Houfatunnuk, I am not able to fay. But however that 
was, the Indians were fo affedfed with thefe flying Stories, that 
they fent, defiring fome of the Minifters of the County would 
come to them, and be prefent at their general Meeting. 

Accordingly, 15th 1734 55 *^he Rev. Mr. Stephen 

Williams of Springfield, and I, acconipany’d by John JJhley,'E{c\;, 
oi Wefifield, viciMto Houfatunnuk. Thewho were ex- 
^ pedted from Hudfon's River, came not till Saturday, which was 

\ the 19th of the Month. D 2 On 
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On the Sabbath Mr. Williams, being defir’d by the Captain 
and Lieutenant, preach’d to the Indians by an Interpreter, iii 
Number about 150, or 200, great and fmall. I was with’the 
Englijh at Sbejfield, who were then deftitute of a Minifter. 

T o give the Particulars of our Proceedings with iholt Indians, 
fa Journal of which the Kev. M\\'Williams kept, and is now be- 
lore metj.would too prolix. I chufe therefore, fur Brevity’s 
Sake, to give the Reader a concife Account of them, from a 
Letter which Mr. Williams viniit to a Gentleman in Bojion, which 
■was printed in Mr. Appleton'% Preface to his Sermon preach’d at 
Mr. Serge.4nt’s Ordination, and is as follows. “ We had 
‘ diverfe Conferences with the Indians, and read to them a Let- 

* ter from the honourable John Stoddard, Efq; and endea- 
‘ vour’d to anfwer their Objeaions, &c. and fo far fatisfy’d 

* thofe that came irom other Places, that they thanked us for 
‘ the Pams we had taken ; and defir’d Mr. Woodbridge mio-ht 

continue among them (at Houfatunnuk) and that iVIr. sTr.- 
GEANT would return to them ; and faid they would give an 
‘ Account to their feveral Towns, of what we had offer’d to 
them : And gave us Encouragement that they would as a 
Nation fubmit to Inftruffion.”-- 

Mr. Sergeant’s Account of what follow’d upon this nreneral 
Meeting of the Indians, I will give in his own Words. ° 

J It happen’d as foon as this Meeting [Drinking and Frolick- 

* ing always conclude fuch Meetings] was over, that feveral 
‘ of our Indians were taken fick 5 and two Men, feiz’d with a 
‘ violent Fever, died fuddenly. This, with the Apprehenfion 
^ they had before of Mifchief, defign’d by fome of the other 
^ Indians that came from the neighbouring Government, put 

* them into a great bright j and made them fufped that thoffi 
^ i erfons were poifon’d. Tho’, I believe, the Sufpicion was 

groundlefs. tor it is fo far from being ftrange to me, that 
« 3re fick after fuch a Frolick, that I rather wonder they 

^ don t half die. For their Dancing is a moft laborious Exer- 
» A* dance round a hot Fire, till they are almoll rea- 

^ f^lnt, and are wet with Sweat ; and then run out, anid, 

* Itnping themfelves naked, expofe their Bodies to the cold Air, 

‘ and, if there be Snow upon the Ground, rollin it till they 
‘ arc cold, and then return to their Dancing again, and when 

* they 
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* they are hot, and tir’d, cool thetnfelves in the fame Manner, 

‘ and, it may be, repeat this four or five Times in a Night : 

• concludin'^ the Frolick with exceffive Drinking. And when 
‘ they are drunk, often fall a Sleep in the open Air, perhaps 

‘ buri d in Snow. ,, o r a 

‘ This general Meeting happen’d in a very cold Sealon, and 
‘ when there was a very deep Snow upon the Ground. And I 
‘ could never learn, that there was any certain Symptom of 
‘ Poifon. However, the were pt-rfuaded they were poi- 

‘ fon’d, and concluded to apply to fome invifible Power for the 
. Difcovery of the Murderers. I fiiall give an Account of this 
, Matter, as it was related by Mr IV^oibrtdge, in a Letter to 
‘ Mr. miliarns in the following Words, viz. 

‘ On the 2ift of February i 734 > 5 > Afternoon, Capt. 

‘ Kunkapot inform’d me, that he was going doWn to the Lieu- 
‘ tenant'^ Wigwam, to find out who poifon’d tliofe two Men 
‘ that lately died there. I tho’t of nothing further than that 
■ ‘ they were going to make a proper Search into the Matter ; 

‘ and therefore faid nothing to difluade him. About Eight of 
‘ the Clock in the Evening, Ebenezer came to me, and told me, 

‘ they were going to Pawwaw (as we call it) that they might 
‘ difeover the Murderers thatWay for they expeded that thofe 
‘ who did the Fad would appear to their Priejts. 1 immedi- 
‘ ately rode down to them, found upwards of 40 Indians at the 
‘ Lieutenant's Wigwam, f which was fwept clean, good 
« Fires made up, and the Indians feated on each Side of the 
‘ Fires, from End to End of the IVigwam, except a Space of 
‘ about five or fix Feet, which was left at one End of the Wig- 
‘ warn, for the Priefts, or Pawwaws. Evei-y Indian had two 

* Sticks about a Foot and a half long, one of them fplit at the 

* End, which they held under their Legs as they fat. When I 

* went in they were all prepar’d for the Exercile ', but had not 

* begun. I afked them, if they were willing I fhould be prefenc 
‘ to fee their Devotion ? And, before they gave me an Anfwer, 
‘ the oldeft Prieji lift up his Eyes towards FJeaven, and fpakc 
‘ very carneftly ■, after which they told me I might be there. 

‘ They 

This IFlgvtaa of the Lit»tinant\'\S I mllhikc not, is about 5c or 60 Feet 
, in Length, 
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* They began wich rapping their Sticks, and finging; their 
‘ cldcft fitting, and talking, and adting a different Part 

from th.e Reft. This conlim'd about an Hour, Then the 
■* Prieji rofe up, and threw off all his Cloaths, except the Flap 
‘ that cover’d his Nakednefs: And then, naked, pafs’d from 
‘ ©ne End of the Wigwam to the other, with his Eyes faft fhut, 

* feeming to be in the utmoft Agony ufed all the frightful 
< Motions and diftorted Geftures imaginable. This continu’d 
' about another Hour. Then the firft Pried, being beat out, rc- 
‘ tir’d, and a fecond rofe, and adted the fame Part-, fo a third, 

‘ and a fourth. This continu’d all Night, without any Inter- 

* miffion, except fome Ibort Intervals, in which they fmoak’d 
‘ a Pipe ; and fome Times, for a fhort,Space, they all got up 
‘ and danc’d. 

‘ After I had fecn thefe Things, (which it is impoflible to 
‘ defcribe ) I took anOpportunity to inform them,how improper 
‘ fuch aMethod of Worlhip was -, how finful & difpleafing to the 
‘ great God. Upon which they told me, they knew no Harm 

* in it they made their Application to the great God, and to 
‘ no other. I inform’d them, that God was not to be worfhip’d 

* in fuch a Manner, And when I had inftrudled them as well 
‘ as I could, they rcfolv’d never to do fo any more : And thofe 
‘ of them who had been beft taught were much troubled, that 

they had taken fo wrong a Step.” Thus far Mr. Woodbridge. 

Mr. Sergeant goes on and obferves, that the Indians us’d to 
to have an high Opinion of thefe Pawwaws, (whofe Charafter 
anfwers pretty well to the vulgar Notions of Wizards and Con¬ 
jurers) and tell Stories of the great Feats which they can do. 
However, they confefs they have no Power over Chrijiians. And 
concludes with thefe Words. ‘ There may be fomething, for 

* ought I know, in what they fay : But I am apt to think, they 

* are very much impos’d upon by fuch kind ot Pretenders, as 

* the Reft of the ignorant Parc of the World is.’ 

In the Beginning of February, Ebenezer vifited Mr. Sergeant 
at New-Haven, by whom he wrote another Letter to the Indians, 
Some Paffages of which are as follows, 


To 








1735 Hiftorical Memoirs, ^c. 25 

To all my good Friends the River-Indians at Houfatunnuk, 
Health, 

‘ I am very glad to hear that you are all well, and that all 
‘ Things go well with you. My Heart is with you, tho’ I am 
‘ fo far°dittant from you : But the greatell Pleafure^of all is, 

‘ that you have it yet in your Hearts to become Chrijiians. - 

‘ When I had heard, that you concluded in your late general 
‘ Meeting to embrace Chrijiiamty, it was more pleafing to me 
‘ than cold Water to a thirfty Man in the Heat of Summer, or 
‘ a plentiful Meal to one almoft ftarv’d with Hunger, or good 
‘ Succefs to one who has hunted a great While in vain. 

‘ I hope you will be a wife and knowing People, and that you 
‘ will learn to know the true God, the Maker o\ all Things, and 
‘ the Governor of them •, and to know Jefus Chriji ihs Son of 

‘ God, and Saviour of Men.-It cannot be long before both 

‘ you and I muft die, and give an Account of ourfclves to the 

‘ great God, who is high above all.-Oh ! how fliall we 

‘ blame ourfelves for ever, if we neglefl our prefent Opportu- 
‘ nity of preparing ourfelves for Death! But on the contrary, 

‘ how glad flrall we be, even to die,that we may go to God, and 
‘ to Jefus ChriSl who died tor us, if we are careful now to pleafe 
‘ God, and to prepare ourfelves for Heaven! O that I could 
‘ make you fenfible of the Importance of thefe Things ! I hope 
‘ to fee you again,and to inftrudt you more fully in thefeThings : 

‘ But in the mean Time, I pray you, for your Soul’s Sake, to 
‘ embrace theCi&r/^w«Religion,and make ufe of theAdvantages 
‘ God gives you to learn theTruth,and to obey it. I pray the 
‘ great God to blefs you in this World, with all good Things; 

‘ and, in the World to come, to beffow on you eternal Life. 

‘ This is the hearty Prayer of your aflur’d Friend.’ 

Hew-Haven, JOHN SERGEANT. 

Rehruary 4th. i 734 » 5 - 

About the Middle of February is the Time, when the Indians 
of Boufatunnuk leave their Habitation, and go, with their Fami¬ 
lies into the Woods, to make their Year’s Stock of and 

the Scafon for this Bufinefs lafts till the End of March, and fome 
Times to the Middle of yipril. 

Therefore, . 
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Therefore, when the Indians went into the Woods, and took 
their Children wich them, Mr. their Shool Mafter, 

made a Vifit to his Friends at Springfield. By him \.\\q Indians 
•wrote a Letter to fome ot the Minifters of the County -, inform¬ 
ing them, that tho’ their Bufinefs now call’d them, with their 
Families, abroad ; yet, in a little Time, they fhould return again 
•with their Families, to their Habitations, and receive further In- 
ftrudfion •, and defir’d, that their Remove might not be interpre¬ 
ted, as tho’ they were difalFefted to the Chrijtian Religion ; and 
cxprefs’d their Refolution to proceed in it, and to ufe their further 
Endeavours to increafc in Chrijlian Knowledge, when they fhould 
return from their Bufinefs of making Sugar. * 

To 

The Indians make their Sugar of the Sap of Ma/ite ’Trees. They extraft the 
Sap by cutting the Tree on one Side, in fuch a Form as that the Sap will 
naturally gather into a finall Channel at the Bottom of the Hole cut; where 
they fix into the Tree a fmall Chip, of 6 or 8 Inches long, which carries the 
Sap oiF from the Tree, into a Veffel fet to receive it. Thus they tap a 
Number of Trees; and, when the Veflels are full, they gather the Sap, and 
boil it to fuch a Degree of Confiftence, as to make Sugar. After itds boil'd, 
they take it off the Fire, and llir it till it is cold, which is their Way of 
graining it. The Sugar is very good, of a very agre.able Taile, and elleem- 
ed the moll wholefome of any. It might doubtlefs be made in great Plenty ; 
and, I cannot but think, to the great Profit of the Undertakers. It fome 
Man would build him a Sugar-Houfe, and provide a fet of Boilers, and othrt 
Utenfils as they have in the TVefi-Indies, I am perfuaded he would find his 
Account in it, beyond what thofe in the Wejl-lndies can do. For the Gen,- 
tleinan, who hath a Plantation in the tVtjl-Indies, is at great Expence in pre¬ 
paring his Ground ; planting his Cans, and cultivating it for more than a 
Year, before it is fit for Ufe ; in cutting, triming, and toping it; forMills to 
grind it ; and not till all this be done is theSap of theCane ready for boiling. 
All this Charge might be fubftra^led from the Gentleman’s Account, who 
ules Maple ‘Trees inftead of Cane, except the Expence of taping the Trees, and 
gathering the Sap, which is as nothing compar’d with the other. 

It is true indeed, that the Sap of Maple 'Irees is not fo rich as that of the Sugar 
Xlane ; but I fuppofe the Difproportion is not Ly far fo great as that of the 
Expence. For, I have been inform’d that two Men, under the DifaeWan- 
tage of boiling it in two Kettles, and in the open Air, have, in a good Sea- 
, - fOn. made a Barrel in a Week'. What then would a Number of Hands do, 
wich a Sett of H'ejl-India Bailers, Caolers, and Other Advantages of Difpat(;h, 
which they are furnilh’d with ? Trees fit for this Bufinefs are very plenty, ih 
the vail uncultivated Wildernefs between Connedlicut and Hudians Rivers, as 
alfo in all theNorchem Borders of this Province. And, could the one Half 
of them be us’d, I fuppofe they would more than furnilh all the Brjufr 
Colonies .upon the Cansinent with Sugar. - ‘ ' '' . ■ ■ - 

The 
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To t\\\% Letter thtMiniJiers wrote anAnfwer,^n 7 lo. 1735. 
cxpreffing the Satisfadion they took in the goo’d Dirpofition of 
l\\ft IndUns, and their Refoliuion exprefs’d in the Letter they had 
receiv’d from them, .and their Willingnefs to contribute to their 
Advantage, as far as was in their Power. 

In the Beginning o'f May^ feveral of the Indians went to iVftt;- 
Haven, and waited upon Mr. Sergeant to Houfatmnuk. The 
Account of which I chufe to give in his own Words. 

‘ May the 6th. Came Capt. Kunkapat, Lieut. Umpacbenee^ his 

* Brother Johtohkuhkoonaunt, and Ebenezer^ to Nevs-Haven^ to 

* wait upon me up, and to carry the Boys back, who had been 
‘ with me all Winter. The Lads had learnt to read and write 

Englijh very well,for theTime. Joht$hkuhkoomunt had been a 
‘ very vicious Fellow, and a very bitter Enemy to the Gofpel ; 
‘ but a little before this he came ftrangely about, and was much 
‘ in Favour of the Chrijiian Religion ; undertook to learn to 

* read, and made extraordinary Proficiency in it.- 

‘ I entertain’d thefe Men with as much Refpeff, and Kindnefs, 
‘ as 1 could ; fhew’d them our Library, and the Rarities of the 
‘ College-, with which they feem’d to be well pleas’d ; and be- 
‘ hav’d thcmfelvei, while they were there, well, and with much 
‘ Decency. 

May the 8th. Mr. Sergeant left New-Haven (thofe Men 
■’accompanying hinn) and got x.o Houjatunnuk on the loth, at 
Night. , - , 

E • . Lord's- 


The Molaffes that is made of this Sap is exceeding gopd, and conliderably 
refemblcs//wo-. Three, or,'at moll, four Barrels of this Sap reduc’d to 
one, by boiling, will ferment, and makes 'a very pleafart Drink, which is 
- fufficiently; and, I fuppofe,by being d1ftiird,wbuld make excellent 
■«««» J tho the Experiment has not, that I know'of, been yet made. 

The Trees, after they have been us’d 3 or 4'i''car5 fucceffively, mull then reft 
as many Years ; and after they are recruited ferve again, as well, or better 
than ever. The fecond and third Years they are better than the firft, be¬ 
came then the Sap is richer than at firft, tho’ not quite fo plenteous. 

The Seafon [or this Bufinefs is frevn the beginning, pf February xo the End of 
«r ij - " Tune w,hen People are as much at Lcifure as ever. 

Would-It not therefore be prudent, for thofe who have a fufficient Numberiof 
^ele 1 rees, on their new Farms, to fpare them, and ufe them from Year t« 
Year, to lupply themfelves with thofe Commodities } . . ■ 
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‘ Lor^s-Dm^ M^y the nth. I preach’d to an Auditory of 
about 20. in Number, whagave great Attention, foroe of 
‘I them were very much^ affedted with whafi 1 faid. The Licuic- 
nant’s WiU wept almoft all, the Time. . And others, of then> 
‘ frequently fired Tears, efpecially the GapPain was often very 
‘ much, affedled. " , _ , 

‘ The IndUm now, feem’d to be in a very good Temper, and, 

‘ as I was told, had the gceateft'O^pjnion of, and Love fgr me. 

< —Now the Indians were parted again from the School-Houfe » 
•• and liv’d fome of them ^zIV»ahkPukook,znd fome at Skatekook 
^ for at thole Places they planted their Corn and Beans, which 
‘ is all- the Hnfbandry they carry on. For the Reft of their 
‘ Living they depend upon 

During Mr. S^ilgeant’s fhorcTarry with thplndians^ (which 
was but Days) he and Mr. WoJi.dbri 4 ge, Ipotb.. kept School } 
one at one Place, <ind tlie other a.t the other, each taking his 
Turn a Week at a Place. The Vv(eek Mr. Ses.g.eant kept at 
Wmchktukook, he liv’d zt Ku,nhap.ot\ tioufe, and, was very well 
entertain’d. . : . 

A%-26rh. Mr. Sergeant return’d again to his Bufinefs at 
Havens from whence he wrote-the foilcowing Letter to the 
Rev. Dr. Caiman^ one of the Commiffioners at Bojion. 

New-Haven^Jme- A.D. 1735. 

Rever-end- 

‘ Though 1 am not fo happy as to have much perfonaf Ac- 
*■ quaintance with you, yet your known Character in generaj, 
‘ and efpecially your Relation to the Affair I have been engag d 
*• in, has made me hope, I fhall have yout; Pardon for the 
« Trouble I qow. give yoij,. 

‘ Tifi but lately I recuEo’d from HsufaiinnnuM, and I doubt 
‘ not, but you will rejoice-to be inform’d of the happy Suceefs, 

* God has been pleafs’d to ble.fs, the Endeavours with, that have 
^ been u^’d to. con,ver,t tl^ Ihcilifen there x^:ih^ Chriftian.^^id^- 

‘ TheDefign has hitherto fucceeded beyond Expe< 5 baiion. They 

* are, I think, now refotv’d to lie Chrifii'ans\ and are ea.rneflly 

* deQrous to be taoght. The Foijdnefs they fhe.w for me « 

* fur,pri;i;)ng,i, and cpnfidfiripg how ^ Stranger I am to 
‘ them, their own barbarous Education, and how hlitle- I l^ve 

; done 
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done to win them, there appears fom«hing more than humane 
' ‘ in it. And I think they are now in a ■better Difpofition than 
I left them in kft Fall. 

‘ ‘ 1 am very willing ("if the Gentlemen Commijftonm pleafe) b 

« devote myLife tothe SeVvice of their Souls. And if Godfhall 
- ‘ give Succefs in it, it will be the greateft Satisfadion to me. 
i L-l'here is now, and 1 hope will be, Work enough for two v 
' ‘ I hope therefore Mr. IVoodbridge will be maintain’d there 
‘ with me. 

■ ‘ I am fenfible, that one Hundred Pounds will but juft pay the 
, ‘ neceffary Charges of living v for the Neceiraries of Life arb, 

‘ and muft be, dear in this remote Part of the Country, But 1 
‘ make myfelf eafy in the Matter, alTuring myfelf, that ('if there 
‘ be any Money) the Gentlemen betrufted with the Affair will 
‘ do what is reafonable. Money .alone is no iemptationto mb, 

‘ at all, to devote ,myfelf to fuch a Life ; yet I think it buc 
‘ reafonable to exped to be fuppOrted, fo as to have no other 
‘ Care, than the Bufinefs I fliall go upon. 

‘ Some of the Indians (I perceive) have aMind tohi baptiz'd. 

‘ Kunkapot, efpecially, who appears to me well qualify’d for It. 

■ ‘ I have therefore tho’t it would be convenient, 1 fliould be 
‘ ordain'd fpeedily at leaft^ as foon as I am difmifs’d from the 
‘ Concerns of the College. 1 would'gladly be inform d whether 
‘ it will be expeded I fhou’d come to Bojion for that Purpclb. 

‘ To be ordain’d here will be more convenient for me, and lefs 
‘ Expenfive. 

‘ The Lads, I brought down, liv’d here with me laft Winter, 

‘ upon my Credit. The Charge has amounted to fomethirig 
,* ‘ confidcrable, too much for me, under my prefenc Circumftah- 
‘ ces, to bear alone ; tho’, were I able, 1 fliould gladly befto'w 
‘ my Money that Way.-— 

‘ If you will pleafe to return a Line in Anfwer to thefe, I fli^ll 
* efteem it a great Honour and Favour done to 
Reverend 

Tour mojl humble and obedient Servant., 
JOHN SERGEANT. 

Mr. Serge AN"f’s felf-denying, gencrous,ahd pious■fickavibqr, 
xlifcover’d in de'^oting hiidfelf to the Service of the Spills pf 
the poor Heathen, SS above, fids’d him very high in the Efttem 
E 2 • of 
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of many. Nor do I think that the Rev. Dr. Colnmn exceeded 
due Bounds, when he exprefs’d it in the followino- Letter and 
encouraged and ftrengthen’d Mr. Sbrgeant in his laudable 
■ Undertaking. 

i8ch i73r. 

Reverend and dear Sir, 

‘ Your Letter of the 3d Inftant, is very welcome & oblirrino- 
‘ to me. ° ° 

‘ I fliall think inyfelf happy and honoured in your Acquain- 
‘ tance. Our Efteem of Mr. Sergeant is not to be exprefs’d 
‘ who can chearfully deny himfelf for the Service of Chriff and 
‘ the Souls that may look mean among Men, but are precious 
‘ in theSight ot God, and therefore in your's. As God has won- 
‘ derfully fpinted you, fo he owns, and, I trufl, will own you 
more and more. I fhall efteem it our Duty here to do all we 

c T, r T of Governor 

Rekber, and all the Commijjtoners. I have read your Letter to 
him, but our publick Affairs will not allow us a Meetine pre 
‘ lently. I cannot therefore anfwer to the main Points of your 

! ^“«rnow. ButastotharofyourafkingOr^/Mr««,Iiudae with 

his Excellency, that it will be fit you Ihould fpeedily a?k’ and 

* receive it, and have it where you are. It will be upon all 
^ Accounts moft proper and convenient. And may you have a- 

more abundant Entrance given you, among the Heathen,^\,tx\ 
‘ you return to them. 

^ ‘ 1 have taken Leave, this Morning, to infert in a Letter to 
a UentJeman in London, a Copy of your’s to me. The Gen¬ 
tleman, three Years ago, prefs’d me to receive from his Hand 

* a Security of Lwenly Pounds Sterling, per Annum, for ever 
for a fourth Miffionary to the Indians on our Borders. Bur as 

! to benefit the 

Papi/ted Indians, I refus’d him ; giving him nry Reafons — 
But i have now flrewn him an open and tffeliual Boor at Ecu- 
jalunmk, and faid all I can to fix him, and his noble Charity 

on the Miflion thither.-.Tf the Gentleman (who wfill no! 

yet let me name him) come into my Propofal, it will pleafe 
‘ me much and make our Way eafier. Bur,, if this fail, I trull 
we fhall be able to fupport the good Work of God, begun bv 
. you. I would ftrengthen your Heart, and Hand, and fliall be 

‘ for 
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‘ for doing my utmoft, and fo will the Governor, and all the 

‘ Gentlemen here, I am confident.-God give you many 

‘ Seals of your Miniftry, and make you a fpiritual Father to a 
‘ whole Tribe of Souls -, and may a Nation he horn in a Day — 
‘ Accept of the fincere and fervent Love of, 

Sir, your Brother and Servant, 

Benjamin Colman. 

July, the ift 1735. Mr. Sergeant (having difmifs’d his Clafs 
at College) left New-Haven, intending to fpend the Refl of the 
Summer, and indeed of his Life, with the Indians at Heufatun- 
nuk, where he arrived on the 5th, and the next Sabbath preach’d 
to the Englijh, there being no Interpreter prefent. And he, with 
Mr. Woodbridge, went on to keep the School, as before one 
above, the other below, changing Place every Week. 

‘ Lord's-Day, July i3ch. Preach’d to the Indians, few in 
‘ Number :—No Man prefent except Kunkapot, who was very 
* much affected, weeping almoft all the Time. The Men were 
‘ gone into New-Tork Government, to reap for the Dutch Peo- 
‘ pie there.’ 

The Indians reaping for the Dutch docs not turn to their Ad¬ 
vantage, ( tho’ it might, if they hadPrudence to fave their Wages) 
but proves a Snare to them. For (as Mr. Sergeant obferves 
in his Journal) when theHarveft is over, the Indians i.x.Hudfon's- 
River drink up all their Wages. But he had the Pleafure to 
hear that Wnampee, one of his Hearers, on this Occafion, over¬ 
came the Temptation, and told the Indians, at Hiidjon's-River, 
plainly, that he defign’d to go to Heaven, and therefore muft 
leave off fuch Wickednefs. But fome of them, to his great 
Grief, did not come off fo well. Neither is it to be wondered 
at, that Men, who for a long Courfe of Years, have addidled 
themfelves to Excefs, (hould be overcome, when fuch Tempta¬ 
tions are laid before them by their Brethren, and urg’d on by 
others for the Sake of Gain. 

I’he Pains fome of the Houfatunnuk Indians have taken to 
cure themfelves of this ill Habit, has been very great. And 
fome Inftanees there have been of Perfons among them, who, 
when ffrong Drink has been offer’d them, have refus’d to tajle of 
it, giving this as a Reafon, viz. that if they once tajie it, they are 
in the utmoft Danger of exceeding the Bqunds of Temperance. 

AuguH 
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the 13th. Mr. S£rgeant receiv’d a Letter from the 
honoui'able Jdam Wtntkrop^ Efqj informing him, that at aMeet- 
ing of the Commiffiomn it was propos’d, and agreed to, that he 
fhould be ordain’d At Deerfield^ when his Excellency Governor 
Belcher fhould come thither, upon a Treaty with the Indians of 
feverai ’Tribes^ who were to meet him at that Place. The In¬ 
dians of Houfatunnuk, being fent for by the Governor^ fet out for 
Heerfield, about the i8th of Auguji. But Mr. Sergeant was 
then in Doubt whether he lliould be able to go ; as he was taken 
a few Days before with the intermitting Fever, the common Dif- 
temper of all 7 iew Comers to Houfatunnuk. But on the 26th of 
the Month, he was fo far recover’d of his Illncfs, that he fet out 
for Deerfield^ and was there ordained on the Sabbath following. 

The Account I find of Mr. Sergeant’s Ordination, in his 
own Journal, is only this. 

Lord's-Bay, Augufl 31ft 173^. I was ordain'd at Deerfield. 
I fliall therefore give the Reader an Account of that Solemnity, 
as I find it in the Preface of the Rev. Mr. Appleton's, Sermon, 
preach’d on that Occafion, and in what is annex’d at the End of 
faid Sermon.-- 

‘-And as it was thought highly proper, according to Mr. 

‘ Sergeant’s Propofal, that he fliould .be crdainedfio his Excel- 
‘ lency i\it Governor, who is at the Head of the Conmiffioners, 

* was pleas’d fo to order the Matter, as to have a very favour- 
‘ able Opportunity for it; for his Excellency, having propos’d 
‘ alreaty with fome of the Indian Tribes, at Deerfield, gave 
‘ Orders to the Indians, at Houfatunnuk, to meet him there. 

Accordingly, the Governor, attended with a large Committee of 
His MajeHy s Council, and Houfe of Reprefentatives, and many 

* other Gentlemen, war at Deerfield on Augufl 251!!. And that 

* Week being taken up in the Treaty with the Indians, in rati- 
‘ fying the Peace and Friendfhip between us and them, and in 

* giving and receiving the ufual Pledges of it; and Mr. Ser¬ 

geant not'comingto Town,till Friday Evening, it wasjudg’d 
pioper to have the on iht Lord's-Day, which was 

accordingly carried on, in the Forenoon of faid Day, by the 
Rev. Mr. ITiUiams of Hatfield, and other Minifiers then pre- 
feng.at theDefij-^, and in.tlte PrefenCeof IWs, Excellency znd 
the honourable Gentlemen of the General Court, and thofe that 

attended 
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* attended bim thulper, together with the i^ffenabjy of Ckrifiians 
‘ Lifia^Uy meeting in that i^lace, and many of the l>idians, -w\\Q 
‘ were grav^ Sj^ftators of the Solemnity, and the lioufati^nnuk 
‘ Indies, who. fat by thetvrlelves, and attended' throughout the 
‘ whole Service with great Serioufners; and were mu,ch pleas’d 
‘ to fee one they had l^uch a Love for, fo folemtkly feperated to 
‘ the Service of their Soufs.’ 

As an Introduflion to the Qrdinali.on, the Rev. Mr. Wiiham 
milims Ot Haifield made a Speech to His Excellency the- Co>- 
vernor, in which he took Notice of God’s inclining the Hea^-ts 
of fome generous Perfons in G.re^ 4 ^-Britain, by their charitable 
Donations, to feek the S^vation of the benighted Heathen •, and 
of it’s being fubmited to the Diredlion, of an honourable Corpo^ 
ration there ■, and. that by them aNum,ber of Honourable- and 
Reverend Coinmiffione,rs., (of whhh Hh Excelhncy is at the Head) 
were here appointed foF the fame End v and o-f their having 
found a fuitable' Perfon for the Inftruaion of the Indians, o\ 
which thofe at Houfatunnuk were defirous : And humbly aflv d, 
if it were Hi-s EMellemyh Fleafure, that the Paftors then con¬ 
ven’d Ihoyld propeed to fet him a-part tor that Work. 

I'o which His hxeeileney manitefted his Approbation. 

Then he obferv’d to Mr. Sergeant, that he now underftood 
His Exedhtuy, in the Name of the ComnriJJioners, defir’d him to 
take upon him the Miniftry, and Service of a Miffionary to the 
Hmfatunnuk-Indians- ; and aiVd him, if he were willing to de¬ 
vote binafelf to that Work ? 

To which Mr. Sergeant gave his Confent. 

TheOrdination then was-proceeded in. And after thtFellczvffiip 
of Elders was given, the Rev. Mr. Stephen IVilliams of Springfield, 
by an Interpreter, ^c’d the Indiai^s, if they were willing to re¬ 
ceive Mr. Sergeant;', thus fole.mnly feta-part to the Work, as 
their Feeicher ? . , . _ 

To which they manifefted their Willingnefs, by nhng up. ■ 

Aftf r the fhort Account Mr. Sergeant gave of his Ordina¬ 
tion, as above, he in his Journal adds. 

‘ The Affair of the treaty being made publick. I need fay 
* nothing of it. Only I would take Notice, that His Eycfilen^ 
‘ cy's, Treatment of our Indians was exceeding grateful to them, 
‘ and they have conceiv’d the higheft Opinion of the Governor. 

" •' Here 
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Here Mr. Sergeant takes Occafion (from a Quarrel that a- 
rofe between an Indian Sc his fFife,by which they were upon the 
very Point of parting, (tho* afterwards theDilference was accom¬ 
modated, and they liv’d very happily togetherj to give fome 
Account of the ill Cuftom among the Indians of partino- after 
they are married. 

‘ The parting of Man and Wife ('faith he) is a very common 
‘ Thing among them. Indeed it us’d rarely to happen, that a 
‘ married Couple live together till they are old. And as they 

* ufe but little Ceremony in the Bufinefs of Marriage, fo they 
‘ make a lefs Thing of parting. 

‘ In fuch a Cafe, ’tis their Law, that the Children and all the 
‘ Houfhold S.uff belong to thtiVoman -, and indeed everyThinf> 

‘ elfe but the G«», for that is the Man’s Livelihood_The 

‘ Man, according to their Cuftom, has no Right to the Chil- 

* dren, any more than any other Perfon whatever. 

Then he goes on, 


‘ After the Treaty was over, I went to New-Haven, and after 
‘ I had paid a Vifit to my Friends, in New-Jerfey, ('his native 
* Place) I return’d again to Houfatunnuk, and brought back the 
‘ Captain's Son i:omNew-Haven (for he had been there all Sum¬ 
mer) who had, by this Time learnt to fpeak and read Endifb 

‘ very well-When I return’d, Mr. IVoodbridgeyiz.^ not here 

‘ for being taken fick about the Time I was, when he had L 
little recover’d, he went down to Springfield, for the Confirma- 
non of his Health but was detain’d there by Sicknefs till 
‘ November. In the mean Time, I kept the 


« IV 26th. I preach’d as ufual. The Indians 

. ^ g‘’^^^Sacisfaa:ion to fee me,theirMinifter, again I nro- 

‘ f ft Captain and his Family ; who ftiew’d iJim- 

. jelf very defi^rous of it. I went up to hisHoufe, in the Week 
Time, to difcourfe with him, and prepare him for it. He is 

117 '^ Te r' Man, of great,Integrity, and of 

. a blamelef^Converf^cion; and, from the ve^y firll of ° 


‘ His 
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‘ His fVife aifo is a very fober good Sore of a Woman. He 
‘ and his Wife gave great Attention to what I faid. Accord- 
■* ingly, Lord’s-Day^ November 2d. 1 baptiz'd Kunkapot by the 
‘ Name of John^ his Wife Mary, and eldeft Daughter. The Reft 
‘ of the Children were not prefent, by Reafon of the Badneft of 
‘ the Weather. The Candidates fhew’d a ferious Senfe of whac 
‘ they were about. It was done in the Prefence of a confidcra- 
‘ ble Number, both of Chnjiians, and Heathen. 

‘ November 7th. I married Ebenezer & Sarah, lawful Publifli- 
‘ ment having firft been made for he, faid he, being a Chrijliany 
‘ chofe to be married after the Englijh Manner, which he prefer’d 
‘ to their own. 

‘ November 9th. I baptiz'd the Reft of the Captain's Family, 

‘ as alfo Ebenezer's Son -, in all, five. And now the Lieutenant 
‘ and his fVife propos’d themfelves to Baptifm, the next Lord's- 
‘ Day. I defir’d them to come in theEvening to my Lodgings •, 

‘ and they came, with Ebenezer, their Interpreter. 

‘ I difeours’d very largely, arid as particularly as I tho’t pro- 
‘ per, upon all the more important and fundamental Points of 
‘ Belief and Praftice, in the Chrijiian Religion. To which they 
‘ ferioufly attended, and were apparently much affeffed. This 
» Converfation the Lieutenant has often fpoken of fince, as what 
‘ afforded hirn more Knowledge, than he had ever gain’d by 
‘ all his former Inftruftion : and from this Time he! feems to 
‘ have had a new Heart given him. 

‘ Lord' s-Day, November i6th. \ baptiz' d Lieutenant hy tht 
‘ Name of Aaron, his Wife Hannah, and the Reft of hisFamily ; 
‘ as alfo tfie Lieutenant's Wife's Sijler, and Ebenezer's Wife ■, in 
'* all, eleven Perfons. 

‘ The Lieutenant \s a clear-headed [mart Man,of a deep Reach, 

* and pleafant Humour •, and is one of the beft Speakers we 
‘ hear is free in Converfation, and talks excellently well. He 
‘ has entirely left off Drinking to Excefs, and declaims againft 
‘ it-; ftiews great Compaffion towards the'Reft off the Indians, 

* arid feems heartily to lament their mifcrableCondit'ibn wifhes 
‘ they were, come to the Knowledge of the Gofpd ■, is himfelf 
‘ thro’ly convinc’d of the Truth ; and his Knowledge does not 
‘ puff him up. And tho’he is reckon’d fomewhat haughty, 
‘ yet always fhews himTelf modeft and teachable enough. 

' F The 
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‘ The Indians, in general, now feem’d more engaged in Re- 
‘ ligion than ever before. I was willing to improve their prcfent 
‘ Temper, and therefore tarried with them in the Evening, (lor 

* they had now again mov’d with their Families to the School- 
‘ Houfc, where they liv’d all Winter) and difcours’d with them 

* feveral Hours, till indeed I was afraid I fhould tire their Pa- 
‘ t'icnce. However, when I told them, I was unwilling to be 
‘ tedious to them, they anfwer’d, they were glad to hear, and 

* Ihould never be tir’d with hearing diofeThings. I endeavour’d 
‘ to give them a fhort View of the whole Scheme of Chrijtianity, 

* They gave good Attention, and appear’d well pleas’d. [And 

* this I practis’d for feveral Lord’s-Day Evenings following.] 

* And when I had done, Wnampte and his Wife propos’d them- 

‘ fclves to Biiptifm the next Lord’s-Day. -23d. I baptiz'd 

* Wnampe’, his Wife, and Family-, the Lieutenant’s Brother 

‘ Tobtohkukhoonaut with fome others -, in all, eleven Souls.- 

* Saturday of this Week came a Sufquahannah Indian, who in- 

* deed is a remarkable Fellow ; he continu’d with us about a 

* Month ; attended conftantly upon Preaching, gave great At- 

* tention, and behav’d himfclf very well while he was here. 

‘ Lord's-Day, November 30th. In the Evening, I flay’d at 

* tbc School-Houfe to difcourfe with the Indians. Unnaqamut, 

* the Safquahannah Indian, was prcfent. I therefore fhap’d my 

* Difcourfe, in fomeMeafure, for his Inftruftion ; endeavouring 

* to fhew the Advantage, and Necefficy of Revelation, and the 
‘ peculiar Excellencies of the Chrijlian Religion. This Stranger 

* mightily approv’d of what I faid. He was formerly very vi- 
‘ cious, tho’ a Man of good Senfe, and fpake a little Dutch. 

* The Indians generally own the Difference between moralGood, 
‘ and Evil, as alfo a future State of Rewards, and Punifhments. 

* And I fuppofe that he, being a Man of fome Curiofity, and 
‘ underftanding a little Dutch, might have fome better Notions 
‘ of thefe Things than iht Indians commonly have. And per- 

* haps had fome Knowledge of the peculiar Doftrines of the 

* Chriftian Religion. He had certainly experienc’d fomething 

* more than ordinary, whereby he had been chang’d from a 

* very vicious, drunken F'ellow, to a fober Man. He told me 
‘ fundry ftrange Things, that had befallen him. He is certain- 

* Jy a very differcac Maa from what he us’d to be. He is now 

a 
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‘ a very temperate, rational, thinking Man, and has not only left 
‘ off drinking to Excefs, but drinks no ftrong Drink at ail.” 

‘ Lord's-Day^ December 7th. I baptiz'd nine more Perfons. 

* About this Time the Indians agreed to have no Trading in 
‘ Rum ; which they remained by. 

‘ Lord's-Day 14th. I baptiz'd Nawnawnekenuk, a principal 
‘ Man, of a very good Temper and Senfe, honeft, faithful, and 
‘ obliging.- 

‘ Lord's-Day 21ft. There being no Interpreter^ I preach’d to 
‘ the Eaglijh only. 

‘ About this Time, fomc of our Indians came to me, and dc- 
•' fired my Opinion about a certain Cujiom they have and call 
‘ Keutikaw, or a Dance. I alk’d them, if there were any Rcli- 
‘ gion in it ? They anfwer’d No j but that it was only a civil 
‘ Cuftom of their Nation. However, if I difapprov’d of ir, 

‘ they would omit it. I told them, it there was nothing more 
‘ in the Matter, I faw no Harm in it, and I Ihould be glad of 

* an Opportunity to fee fome of their People here ; But was 
‘ afraid they would fall to Drinking, and inftcad of doing Ho- 

* nour to the Religion they were now Profejfors. of (which was 

* their Duty) they would fcandalife it before Strangers. They 
‘ promifed me there fhould be no Drinking ; that they would 
‘ carefully abftain from it thcmfelves, and, when they fent to 

* invite fome of their Friends to the Keutikaw, fhould forbid 
‘ their bringing any Rum. Th^ us'd always upon fuch Occajions 

* to have Plenty of JtrongDrink, and always made a drunkenFrolick 
‘ of it, in the End. 

* Lord's-Day, January 18th. I preach’d at the Lieutenant'% 
‘ Houfe, to an Auditory of 80 or 90, about one Half being 

* Strangers. I preach’d a Difeourfe fuitable for the Occafion, 
‘ and afterwards fat and difeourfed with them for a confiderable 

* Time. They heard with Attention, and I have Reafon to 

* think with Approbation ; for 1 heard fome of the elderly Per- 
‘ fons exprefs’d tliemfclves much in Favour of the Chriftian 
‘ Religion ; w.ifh’d our Indians might go on and profper ; and 
< fome faid, they would come & live here. And two Families 
‘ did flay, and are here now. Unnagaunut alfo left two Sons here 
‘ in the School, both likely young Fellows \ one, efpecially, is 

F 2 ‘ extraordinary. 
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‘ extraordinary, and learns at a prodigious Rate. So that we 

* had now ten Souls added to our Number. The Number of 
‘ Sclrolars is upwards of 40, befides fome elderly Perfons, who 
‘ have made Attempts to learn to read. 

‘ The Keutikaw is a Dance which finiflies the Mourning for 
‘ the Dead, and is celebrated about twelve Months after the 
‘ Dcceafe, when the Guefts invited make Prefents to the Rcla- 

* tions of the Decea^M, to make up their Lofs, and to end their 

* Mourning. The Manner of doing it is this. The Prefents 
‘ prepar’d are deliver’d to a Speaker, appointed for thePurpofe ; 
‘ who, laying them upon the Shoulders of fame elderlyPerfons, 

* makes a Speech, fhewing the Defign of their prefentMeeting, 
‘ and of the Prefents prepar’d. Then he takes them and diftri- 

* butes them to the McMrwrr,adding fomeWords of Confolation, 
‘ and defiling them to forget their Sorrow, and accept of thofe 
‘ Prefents to make up their Lofs. After this, they eat toge- 
‘ thcr, and make Merry. 

‘ Our Indians kept to their Refolution about Drinking, much 

* beyond my Expeftation ■, for they always us’d to get Drunk 
‘ upon fuch Occafions; but we had now but very little Drink- 
‘ ing. The Behaviour of our Indians v/as much taken Notice 
‘ of by the Strangers -, there being a very obfervable Reforma- 
‘ tion in their Manners. The Lieutenant fignaliz’d himfelf, not 
‘ only by ablfaining tromExcefs hirhfelf,but by exhorting others 

* alfo to ufe with Moderation, what ftrong Drink they were 
‘ allow’d. Unnaqaunut was alfo here, and was very ferviceable 

* in keeping good Order. 

By what I have here tranferib’d, from Mr. Sergeant’s Jour¬ 
nal, the Reader will be fenfible, that ths Indians had a great Re- 
fpcdl for him, and were difpofed to alk, and fubmit to, his Ad¬ 
vice in every Thing, their own ancient Cuftoms not excepted *, 
that Mr. Sergeant was very induflrious and faithful in pro¬ 
moting their temporal and eternal Good ; and that the Bleffing 
of God abundantly lucceeded his Endeavours. 

It was then but little more than a Year finr.e thofe Indians 
were in the Depth of Heathenijh Ignorance and Darknefs,wholly 
unacquainted with the firft Principles oi Chrijlianity, snd without 
God in the World. But, in that flrort Space, many of them had 
gain’d fuch Degrees of Knowledge, in thePrinciplcs of Religion, 

that 
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that they were become in Mr. Sergeant’s Opinion, (who w^ 
a good Judge) fit Subjedts of w. And they, with their 
Children, to the Number of 40, were baptiz'd by him, in little 
more than two Months after his Ordination. The Number of 
their Inhabitants, and of their Scholars in the School, was alfo 
increas’d. 

Thefe Things greatly refredi’d Mr. Sergeant’s Spirits, and 
were no fmall Encouragement to him, in liis difficult Work. 
They were alfo Matter of Admiration to others, and the Occa- 
fion of many Thankfgivings to God, whofe Power and Grace 
were manifeft, in turning thofe poor People from Darknefs to 
Light, and from the Power of Satan to God. 

And as many rejoic’d to fee Mr. Sergeant chearfully devote 
himfclf to the Service of Chrifi, in this felf-denying Work, and 
to hear of the glorious Succels he was favour’d with in it ; fo 
they faid many kind and endearing Things to him by their Let¬ 
ters. And the Reader will not, I trull, be difpleas’d, if I 
tranferibe fome PalTages out of them. 

The Rev. Dr. Colman, in a Letter November 18. 1735. fays. 
Reverend and dear Sir, 

‘ It is not eafy to tell you, how much we have rejoic’d here, 
‘ in your Ordination to the good and great Work into which 

‘ you have entered.-May the Confolations of God refrelfi 

‘ and enlarge your Soul from Time to Time, in all your Self- 
‘ denials for the Sake of his Name, and of the dear Souls, for 
‘ whom you are labouring. I have read with great Pleafure 
‘ your firfk Difeourfe to thofe poor Natives, and have ventur’d 
‘ a Copy of it to the Earl of Egmont, and the JJfociates of the 

‘ late eminent Dr. Bray at London. -I have obferv’d to his 

‘ Lordfhip, that yours is a proper Or/f/W i and how juftly 

‘ adapted to the Genius and Capacity of the Savages! --May 

‘ God make you a Father to them, to beget them to Chrift by the 
‘ Gofpel. - 1 gave fome Account to the excellent Dr. Watts, 

• of London, of the ftrange Difpofition of the Houfatimnuk Tribe 
‘ to receive the Gofpel, and of the good Spirit on you, to leave 
‘ the College, and go among them. He anfwers me, that he is 
‘ always looking out to any Quarter of the World for fuch Ap- 
‘ pearances. May Jefus (fays he) the Head of the Church and of 

* Nations, attend your young M’Jfmary with extraordinary Jftfi- 

ance. 
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* ance, and Succefs. Methinks (added he) I love him upon your 

* Report, for his Courage and Xeal. tt j 

‘ Let your Heart, dear Sir, be encourag’d, and your Hands 

* ftrengthen’d by the Love and Prayers of Men of God at fuch 

* a Diftance from you. They hear of you, and rejoyce and 
‘ blefs you, of whom you neither hear nor think. 

‘ I have lately receiv’d a Letter, and a Gift, from the honour- 
‘ able Samuel Holden of London I’ll give you a Hint of both. 

‘ In his Letter he fays to me, / blefs God I have no Views inLife, 

* hut to honour God, by improving all my Circumftances to promote 

* his Intereji in the tVorld, and the Good of my Fellow Creatures. 

‘ Nor do I know any Circumjtance here below to invite my Stay. 

‘ I’ve liv’d long enough to fee all Emptinefs and Vanity, &c.-— 

‘ This moft pious Man has remitted me a confiderable Gift, 

* Part of which I have already receiv’d. He defires me to 
‘ difpofe of it, in fuch a Manner as may be moft for thcHonour 
‘ of God, in promoting the Knowledge & PraAice of Religion, 

* or in Relief of the neceflitous Members of Jefus Chriji. If 
‘ Mr. Sergeant, andMr. fVoodbridge, your Brother, and Com- 
‘ panion, in the Kingdom and Patience of Jefus Chrift, have Need 
‘ of Five Pounds each, of this Donation, pleafe to give your 
‘ Order how I fhall pay or remit it to you. I do (with great 

* Plcafure & Thankfulnefs to God) make the Offer of it.--- 

* Pray for Mr. Holden, and His, for Me alfo, and Mine. -- 

* Mercy, Grace, and Peace be multiply’d to you, and to the 

* Families you ferve. May they be blefs’d in him, the glorious 

* Seed, in whom theFamilies of the Earth are bleffed. Amen, &c. 
His Excellency Governor Belcher, in a Letter of January 20, 

1755,6. expreflfes himfelf in a moft kind and friendly Manner ; 
—And towards the Clofc of his Letter, fays to him •, ‘ Set 

* before you the Example of the great Apoftle of the Gentiles, 

* for your Imitation, that you may approve yourfelf a chofen 

* Veffel unto Chrift, to bear his Name to thofe that are perilling 

* for lack of Vifion. And may you. Sir, be honour’d of God, 
‘ by being made an Inftrument of taking the Scales from their 

^ Eyes.-May you be wife to win their Souls, and be able to 

‘ fay to them. In Chrift Jefus have I begotten you thro' the Gofpel. 

* For thefe Things will I bow my Knees, and lift up my Heart 
‘ to him, with whom is the Rejidue of the Spirit, &c.” 










*73 5 Hiflorical Memoirs, &‘c. 41 

The Rev. Mr. Appleton of Cambridge alfo, in a Letter of 
February 25. ufes theie Expreffions. 

‘——As it was with great Pieafure, that I faw you fo freely 

* furrender up yourfelf to the Service of Jefus Chrijl, and of the 

* Souls of the poor Indians ; fo I take this Opportunity to let 
‘ you know, how much I rejoice to hear of the wonderful 
‘ Succefs of your Labours among them. 

‘ This is one of the beft Tokens you can have, that Cod is 
‘ with you of a Truth : For what can be a furcr Mark of the 
‘ promifed Prefence of Chrijl, than his fpiriting you to preach, 
‘ and opening their Hearts to receive ? T herefore you muft not 
‘ complain of Solitude, when you hear Chriji faying fo plainly to 

‘ you, Lo I am with you. -Give my liearty Refpefts to Mr. 

‘ IVoodbridge. -I heartily commend you both to the Grace 

‘ of God, earneftly praying that the great Lord of the Harvejiy 
‘ who has fent you forth, would continue to ftrengthen your 
‘ Hands, and encourage your Heart, by increafing the Fruit of your 
‘ Labours j and that thefe poor, negleded, perifliing People, 
‘ may be your Joy for the prefent, and your Crown in the Day 
‘ of Christ's Appearing, &c. 

Mr. Sergeant, by Rcafon of Hurry in Bufinefs, kept Copies 
of but very few of the Letters he wrote. 1 am not therefore 
able to infert his Anfwer, either to His Excellency, or to the 
Rev. Mr. Appleton : But, having obtain’d the Originals written 
to the Rev. Dr. Colman, fhall gratify the Reader with Mr. 
Sergeant’s Anfwer to the foregoing Letter from the Dedior. 
Reverend Sir, 

‘ Your Favour of the i8th of November I receiv’d a few 
‘ Days ago, which ftill adds to the Obligation to Gratitude I 
‘ was laid under by your former, which was accompany’d with 
‘ a very acceptable Prefent, for which I now return you my 

* moft hearty Thanks. 

‘ I doubt not but God, in his infinite Mercy, hears thePrayers 

* of good Men, daily put up to him, for Succefs in the Caufc 

* of ChriJl, in which I have the Honour to be engag’d.-- 

‘ Next to the Blefling of God on my Endeavours, the Prayers 
‘ and good Wilhes of Men of God, yeild me the greateft Satis- 

* tisfaftion. In their Favour I feem to enjoy the Pieafure of 

* Society, in the deepeft Solitude. 
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‘ I wifh I were worthy of the Love of fo excellent a Man as 
‘ Dr. fValts, whom all love and admire. And if I may be 
‘ tho’t worthy, in any Meafure, to defcrve the good Opinion of 
‘ my Fellow-Men, it is not a little owing to theDodlor’s inge- 
‘ nious Writings, which have the Force to charm the Mind to 
‘ the Love of Virtue and Piety, and to infufe his own Spirit 

‘ into his Readers.-My firft Difcourfe to them {the Indians) 

‘ I had no Thought of ever being read by any but myfelf, bur 
‘ had I attempted its Amendment, perhaps, I Ihould have made 
‘ it worfe. 

‘ God has been pleas’d to crown our Labours with furprizing, 

* and unexpected Succefs. I have baptiz'd almoft 40 Perfons,* 
‘ Infants and Adult. I hope the Adult have a pretty good Un- 
‘ derftanding of the main and fundamental DoCtrines 
‘ of the holy Religion, into which they have been bap- 
‘ tiz’d. And I always endeavour’d to pofiefs their Minds with 
‘ the mod ferious Senfe of what they were about, when they 
‘ enter’d themfelves the Bifciples of Chrijt. Their whole Hearts 
‘ feem’d to be engag’d in the Matter : And I have Reafon to 
‘ think, that the Imperfection of their Knowledge is made up 
‘ by their Zeal and Integrity. Thofe who have been baptiz’d 
‘ have behav’d very well, tho’ they have, fcveral Times, 
‘ been tempted to exceed the Rules of Temperance, by 

* Offers of Itrong Drink, which us’d to be their beloved De- 
‘ ftruCtion. They feem’d to be furpriz’d with theChange.theyfind 

in themfelves •, expreffmg the Difference between their former 
State, and the prefent, by Infancy and Manhood, dreamincr 
‘ and being awake, Darknefs & Light, and the like Metaphors'! 
I pray God, the Day Star that feems to be ari/en in tbeirHeart 's, 
may Jhine more and more to the perfedl Day. ’ 

‘ I thank you for your kind Offer of the Donation from that 
pious, and generous Gentleman you mention. I thank God 
I do .not want myfelf. But two Indian Lads Jive with me j 
and about three Pounds I defign to fpend upon thefe, or foiris 
others, that may affifl: me in learning the Languao-c ; which ! 
cannot well afford, without .the Affiaance of Charity. If 
therefore you will be pleas’d to remit to me, by the Bearer 
what you offer’d, I fhall accept it with great Thankfulnefs ! 

■ and 

He might have faid quite, as appears by the following Account. 


I 


I 
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* and I think it would be laid out very profitably in the Way I 
‘ have mentioned. Pray for me, for our new Profelites, and (or 
‘ our whole Tribe. May the Bleffing of the charitable Man dc- 
‘ fcend upon you, and yours. Which .is the hearty Prayer 


approv’d of the Method, in 
which Mr. Sergeant propos’d to fpend the Money offer’d him, 
but was fo well pleas’d with it, that he doubled the Sum • as 
appears by a PalTage in the Doftor’s Anfwer of Fei^ruary 6th 
1735.6. 

‘ Mr. Matthew Noble brings me to Day your welcome Let- 
‘ f December 26±. And has receiv’d Ten Pounlls for 
‘ yourfclf, and Five for Mr. Weodbridge,. I have doubled the 
‘ Sum to you, upon reading your Letter, for the aflifting you 

‘ the more in fupporting the two Indian Boys_ 

By a Paflage in Mr. Sergeant’s Journal, it feems as if even 
the Kiver-Indtans had ^not wholly efcap’d being tamper’d with 
by the Romijh Clergy. 


‘ January 26th.-The afk’d me what I thouc^ht 

‘ of the Celibacy of the Romijh Clergy, and of their fevere Me- 
‘ thods of doing Penance ? I was a little furpriz’d to hear him 
‘ afk fuch a Queftion j for I did not fuppofe our Indians knew 
‘ any Thing of the Matter. However, I readily told him, that 
‘ thofe Things were vain Inventions of Men ; and unprofitable 
Services i that I did not judge any Man ; buti wasture 
‘ no Body was under Obligation to do them ; that our Bufinefs 
‘ was to mortify our Luffs and Paffions, and to regulate our 
Lives by the reveal d Will of God, and not to go beyond 
‘ that. - o / 


The Indians living in two Places, remote from each other, 
put them to the Trouble of removing from their proper Habi- 
tatioif^.in the Winter Seafon ; and laid them under Difad van¬ 
tages, as to attending upon the publick Worfhip, and theSchool, 
in the Summer. There was therefore, from the Beginning, a 
Defign to accommodate them with Land, that they might all 
fettle in 'one Place ; and that there might be Accommodations 
alfo for others of the Tribe, who might be difpos’d to come and 
fettle with them. The honourable John Stoddard, in a 
Letter, wrote to be communicated to the Indians, at their general 
G Meeting 






44 Hiftorical Memoirs, ^73^ 

^MeVfn-g ait Boufaiunnuk, in "January i734>5* mention’d it as 
•follpwa.,.. ■ 

<■. --There is a Projeftion (Tays he) to get the moll of the 

‘ great Meadow, above tlie Mountaiji of Houfiitunnuk for the 
‘ Indians, io that they may live together, and be able, vvith Con- 
1^; veivience, to Mtendtthe publiek M'orllfip, and h'aVe a School at 
‘ r, their Door? :i,Provided. Govtrmnenl can igree Wifh'lhe 

i£»^j/;/ 5 !,‘wbo.havfi'Lands. there, and tan fuit them ■^■ith'Lands 

* clf?wber,e.. Thefe.Things: are great Tokens of Kindnefs ‘t6‘- 
‘ wards the Indians, and they fltould be very careful how they 
‘ put la Slight upon them.’ 

,At‘the 'J reacy Deerjidd, tlve Tame Thing Was'prOpos’d to 
them, .by iGoveindr Bdcher. ‘i— I have been inform'’d,'(fays 
; Idis Exfdlewfy that youdive^ren^otefrom one another, and that 
‘ you are not accomnnodated with Lands fufficient to fupport 
‘ your ^Families. 1 his Matter 1 lhall lay before the great 
‘ Qa.>?a 7 of this Gmcrnment, and recommend to. them the givino- 
‘ you Lands for your more convenient and .compadl Settlement, 
‘ ,and what may be enough for .your Irving copifortably upon.’ 

Afccbrdingly, the Gct-rr»cr,;laid this Matter before the General 
Bjj’embiy at their Fall SclTion, and gives Mr. Sergeant the 
iollowing Account of it, in a Letter of January 20th 1735,6. 
‘ —— 1 laid before them GeneMl-C^mrt) wbat I had pro- 

* mifed to your li'ttle Floclj.,.at tjhe Jnterview•vyiehthem.atD(f^r- 

‘■yf^/^r; and Col. Steddar,ei^ ldi7ipr P^mrcy, and Mr. Juftiee In- 
are appointed, by iht-General Court, to weigh and con- 
‘ fider ail Things and Cir'eumftances, fo as to accommodate ray 
‘ Children at Houfatunnuk with Land, in the belt Manner. 

'Hk^'Exceltency'zMs, ‘T agree with you that fome 
‘ Families fif fuch can be found as you -mention j be.interfpers’d 
‘ and fettled among the Indians for to: ci^iiize, will ;be the 
‘ readielt'Way to fF/ri/i/flwze them.’ 

'Fhe Indians of Iloufaimnuk were inform’d of the Steps that 
were taken by the EnghJJs, and of xht Commiltee chofen for the 
above-mention’d End; but had a great Jealoufie upon their 
Minds, that the EngHJhli&d hmt ill Defign,upon them ; apd 
had feveral Confukations among themfelves, what Anfwer* they 
Ihould make to them when they came up. Why they were 
.lb cautious, the Reader may bell learn from Mr. Sergeant’s 

Journal. 
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Journal, * It may, (fays he) pferhapr, be wonder’d that th'ere 
‘ Ihould be any Difficulty among the Indians- Ih this Affair^ 
‘ But It IS the Manner of the Nation to be Bow in their Debates, 
‘ cautious in their Determinations, and jealous of their Intereft’ 
‘ And the Enemies of the Gofpel (for we have a great many' 
‘ not only among thein other Places, but alfo among 
‘ pretended ChriJUans -, whofe Godlinefs is their Gain) had bech 
‘ very induftrious to throw Jlumbling Block’s in their Way, and to 
‘ prevent their accepting the Propofal of fettling together. For 
‘ there have not been wanting, thofe,and there are fomeyet, that 
‘ tell them, our Defigni in this Affair, is only to get the greater 
‘ Advantage of them, and bfing them more into our Power, 

‘ that we may inflave them arid their Children. 

But thefe Jealoufics were, in fome good Meafure, remov’d 
by the Pains Mr. Sergeant took to fatisfy them of the kind 
and good Intention of the Engli/h towards them; and by the 
Faithfulnefs both of tht.Committee &c Government~\n that Affair. 

‘ February loth. (fays Mr. Sergeant) Mipr Pumroy, and 
‘ Mr. Ingerfole, two of the Gentlemen appointed by thtGovern- 
‘ ment to weigh and confidcr the Matter of procuring for the 

‘ Indians fome Land, came up here upon that Bufinefs._The 

‘ next Day the Indians, being fent for, came to meet the Com- 
‘ mittee. And, firft, the Major read the Vote of the Affembly, 

‘ by which the three fore-mentioned Gentlemen were appointed. 
‘ a Committee for this Affair ; and then made a Speech to them 
‘ to the following Purport. 

Friends Brethren, .1,, ; 

‘ The Governot, and Gtneral Court, appointed us to riome up 
‘ to treat with you, and to endeavour to fettle you together 
‘ upon fome' good interval Land, that you may better profit by 
‘ yourMinifter and School-Mafter: And for this End we two 
* are come. Col. Stoddards Mother being an aged Woman, 

‘ and fick, prevented his coming, and will, we hope, be his' 

‘ Excufe to you. But we are come to promote your civil and 
‘ religious Intereft. We can aflure you of the Friendffiip and 
‘ good Will of thh Government. Therefore'tell us wHat will 
‘ fuit; that we may inform the General Court, who will gladly 
' do you good. ■ - ' : • ■ ■ - • , 
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‘ Then the Committee afk’d. Whether they had a Mind to Jive 
‘ together ? They anfwer’d, Tes ; and Jhould be very thanliful, 

‘ if they might be accommodated for that Purpofe : And faid, 

• they were ail agreed. Then they were afk’d. Whether the 
‘ interval Land above that Mountain (which thecall 
\ Wnahktukook) would fuit them ? They faid very well. And 
‘ whether they were willing to part with their referv’d Land, 

‘ below at Scatekook, for an Equivalent above ? They anfwer’d 
‘ Tes. Whether they were willing a Lot Ihould be there referv’d 
‘ for the Minifter and School Majier ? They faid Tes, by allMeans, 

‘ Then they ,were difmifs’d, till the i8th of the Month.’ 

It muff bciEere obferv.’d, thatthe Lands dXlVnahktukaok (alias 
the Great-Meadow) above the Mountain, were comprehended 
in the North Part of a Townfhip, which was fome Time ago 
purchafed of the Indians, and by the General JJfembly granted to 
a Number of Proprietors ; except a fmall Part, which Captain 
Kunkapot, and fome otherthere, referv’d for their own 
Ufe ; and now live upon. What the General Affemkly defign’d, 
was, to agree with thofe Proprietors, who had Land above the 
Mountain, to give up their Right, and to take Land in other 
Places, as an Equivalent for it: ' and to grant to the Indians a 
Townfhip fix Miles Square, comprizing the Great-Meadow in 
it 'i that being the rnoft fuitable Spot for the Indians of any that 
qould be had ; for'they make little or no Ufe of any but inter¬ 
val'Land. 

■ The Bufinefs therefore of the Committee, in the next Place^ 
was with thofe Englijh, and Dutch People, who held the Land 
above the Mountain ; with whom, when they came to difeourfe, 
they found little or no Difficulty ;■ tor they,; were (-content with 
the Propofals made to them of equivalent Lands in otherPJ^ces.--' 
But there were two or three Dutch Men, who were fettled above; 
the Mountain, and had Lands in the Great-Meadow, who were 
more difficult. To thofe the Committee made fome very fair. 
Propofals, which they took into Confideration. 

The Committee therefore,upon meeting the Indians bn the i8th,.. 
inform’d them, that they had confer’d with the Proprietors of. 
the Land above the Mountain, and that there was a Profpcbl: of 
obtaining thofe Lands for the Indians, according to their Defire ; 
cJpecially feeing the Governor, and General Court, were fo very 

defirous 
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defirous of promoting Religion among them j that it was not 
now in their Power to fettle them together, but they muft make 
■Report of what they had done to the General Affemhly ; who, if 
they approv’d of it, would fend another Committee to accomplilh 
the Afeir. And then they defir’d to know. Whether the Indians 
had any Thing further to fay to them ? 

The Indians return’d them their hearty Thanks for the Pains 
they had taken, and for the Trouble they had been at, in profe- 
cuting the Affair : and added, that they had nothing further to 
fay, but only that they defir’d to be fettled together by planting 
Time. 

Upon the Report of this Committee, I fuppofe, it was, that the 
General Court granted to the Indians a Townlhip, fix Miles 
fquare, above the Mountain ; comprizing in it IVnahktukook, or 
the Great-Meadow. And the fame Gentlemen were appointed 
a Committee to lay out the Land, and to treat further with thofe, 
who wcreProprictors of Land,within theLimits of theTownfhip, 
to give them an Equivalent,? to Proportion the Meadow I.,ands 
to the Indians, and to do all that was needful that the Indians 
might be put into the quiet Poireflion of it. By the Grant of 
the General Affembly, Mr. Sergeant, their and Mr. 

Woodbridge, their School-Majler, were made Proprietors, each of 
a fixtieth Part of the Townfhip ; and four Englijh Families be- 
fides were to be accommodated with fuch a Parc as the Committee 
fhould fee fit. It was upon Mr. Sergeant’s Defire, that thofe 
Families were admitted. The Ends he had in "View were, 
not only that He, and Mr. Woodbridge, might have the Comfort 
of their Neighbourhood, and Society ; but cfpecially to civilize 
and anglicize the Indians, and to be a Help to them in their 
fecular Affairs. Families, well adapted to anfwer thofe Ends, 
were to be chofen, and by Col. Stoddard's Approbation (who 
was a good Judge) they were to be admitted. 

April 20th. Thefe Gentlemen, the honourable Stoddard^ 
Ebenezer Pumroy, and Thomas Ingtrfole, Efqrsj went to 
Houfatunnuk, upon the Bufinefs aflign’d them by the Court. 
When they met the Indians, they found fome Jcaloufics yet re¬ 
maining upon their Minds, which it was needful for them, in 
the firft Place, to remove. Of this Matter Mr. Sergeant, in 
his Journal, gives the following Account.- 


* 
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‘ The Indians met the Committee ; who difcours’d with them, 
« informing them of the Intention of the Government^ and the 

* Dcfign of their coming up ; reminding them of what was 
‘ agreed upon in the Winter, telling them how far they had 

* proceeded already : for they had, before they came up, agreed 
« with all the Proprietors in thofe Parts from whence they came ; 
‘ and had got 12 or 14 Rights to difpofe of to them. After 
‘ this Lieutenant JJmpachenee fpake to the following Purport. 

* That he was very fenfible of the unhappy Circumftances of 

* his former Life, and of the miferable State of his Nation ; 

* who, being brought up in the greateft Ignorance and Vice, 

* were Objeds of Pity : And that he was alfo fenfible of their 
‘ great Obligations to the Englijh, for the Notice that had been 

* taken of them •, and very thankful for their Care of them, in 
‘ providing for their Inftrudtion in the Knowledge of the Gofpel^ 

* and taking Care to have their Children taught to read, and 
‘ for their being brought up in tht Chrijtian Religion; And 
‘ faid, that for his Part, he was fo fully fenfible of thefeThings, 
‘ that the Confideration of them had fome Times almoft drawn 

* Tears from his Eyes : and that, as for himfelf, he thought his 
‘ Eyes were now open’d, and was well fatisfied of the Truth of 
‘ the Chrsjlian Religion,fo far as he underftood it j tho’ poffibly 

* he might be miftaken ; and was only forry he’d had fo little 
‘ Opportunity to be inftrudted wilh’d it had been his Happi- 
‘ nefs to have been brought up in the Chrijiian Religion, as he 

* hop’d it would be of his Children for he wifh’d the fame 
‘ Care that had been taken, might be continu’d : Yea, ’twas 
‘ his Defire, that their whole Tribe might be brought into the 
‘ fame Way they were in. However, there were two or three 
‘ Things, which appear’d dark in his Eyes. He wonder’d they 
‘ had been negledled fo long, and defir’d to know the true 
‘ Spring of the great Favour, fo fuddenly fhown them. If it 

* was from Love and good Will towards them, he, for his Part 
‘ accepted it with all Thankfulnefs ; But, pofiibly, there might 

be fome fecret Spring, and moving Caufe, he was not acquamt- 
5 ed with, that might leffen theirObligations toGratitude. And 
‘ what ftill more ftumbled him was, that Major Pumroy, when 
‘ he was here laft Winter, afk’d them feveral Qucftions, about 

* the Proprietors of feveral Trails of Land, and fo infifted upon 

‘ it 
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* it to know who they were, and how they came by thelrTitles, 
‘ that he was ready to conceive, the Major fufpefted they had 
‘ no Title at all to the Lands they challenged. If any Gentle- 
‘ man queftion’d them in this Point, they were not able, without 
‘ much Trouble in fending for Friends, and providingWitnefles, 
‘ to fatisfy him : Or, if any one lliould infift upon any Thing 
‘ more than the Teftimony of living Witneflcs he confefs’d 
‘ they could proVe no Title at ail. However, theirTitles were 
‘ good, according to their Law and Cuftom in fuch Cafes. 

‘ And another Thing, he could not but wonder at, was, that 
‘ if the Chriftian Religion was fo true and good, as he efteem’d 
‘ it to be, how there Ihould be* fo many Profcff )rs of it, that 
‘ liv’d fuch vicious Lives, and fo contrary to what he was told, 

‘ were the Rules of it. 

‘ This is the Subftance of what he faid, which he fpake with 
‘ the greateft Earneftnefs. 

‘ Col. Stoddard anfwer’d him •, informing him, what was the 
‘ Pretence of the firft Engli/h Settlers of America, with Refpeft 
‘ to the Propagation of the Gofpel aniong the Natives of the 
‘ Country and what is contain’d in the Charter of this Govern- 
‘ ment, refpefling that Matter r And told him what had been 
‘ done formerly to cbrijiianize the Indians -, particularly by the 
‘‘ famous Mr. Eliof -,. and what Succefs had attended thofe En- 
‘ deavours •, and what is now doing in diverfe Parts of the Pro~ 

‘ vince ; That the Government had always been ready to promote 
‘ the Gofpel's Propagation among them : That many Attempts 
‘ had been made, with but too little Succefs : but as foon as 
‘ ever it was known, that the Indians at Houfatunnuk had a 
‘ favourable Opinion of the Chrijtian Religion, Care was taken 
‘ to have them inflrufled. It was their Good, and that only» ' 
‘ that was fought after ; And, whatever their Enemies might 
‘ infinuate to the contrary, this was the Spring of what was now 

‘ doing for them.-As for the Difficulty which arofe from 

‘ what Major Pumroy had faid, he anfwer’d for himfelf, that it 
‘ was not beccufe he, in the lead doubted of their Titles to their 
‘ Lands, (which he look’d upon as good) that he enquir’d, who 
‘ own’d this and that Traft, and how they came by theirTitles; 

‘ but that it was only to gratify his own Curiofity to know 
‘ their Laws and Cuftoras. 


‘ To 
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* To the third Difficulty the Colonel anfwer’d, that it was 

* indeed a ffiameful Thing >, but fprung from the Corruption 

* of Men’s Hearts, and not from any Defedl in the Rules of 
‘ Living. 

‘ Then the Lieutenant fpake again, and faid perhaps, be- 

* caufe the Land was in great Meafure given them, there might 
‘ hereafter fome Contention arife between their Children and 

* ours ; and that ours would look upon themfelves to have a 

* Superiority over theirs, becaufe the Land was given them. 

‘ He defir’d therefore to know, how their Titles would be 

* afcertain’d ; and what Security they could have, that their 
‘ Children would be free. 

* To this the Col. anfwer’d', that they would have their Titles 

* in the fame Manner that all the People in the Government had; 
‘ that therefore they had no more Rcafon to fear, that Advan- 

* tage would be taken againft them, than any Body elfe : that 
‘ the fame Laws which protedfed others, in their Properties, 

* would proteft them : That there were Laws made peculiarly 

* in Favour of the Indians^ which they would have the Benefit 
‘ of: that what will be, none can certainly tell, but, from what 
‘ has been, we may reafonably hope, that the fame Favour will 

* be continu’d. But after all, they would be entirely at their 
‘ Liberty, as much as they were then, cither to go away, or tO’ 

* tarry there, if they had a Mind to. 

‘ Then the Lieutenant exprefs’d his Satisfadfion in what had 
‘ been faid, and added that, for his own Part, he was fo abun- 
‘ dantly fatisfy’d of the Truth and Excellency of the CMJiian 

* Religion, that he would chearfully die for it. And after they 

* had difeours’d a While upon Religion in general, they were 
^ difmifs d j very much to the Satisfadtion of the Indians. 

The Committee met with much Difficulty from the Men that 
were fettled above the Mountain ; but at Length found Means 
whereby they were made pretty eafy.-They therefore pro¬ 

ceeded in their Bufinefs, laid out the Townfhip, which now goes 
by the Name of Stockbridge ; and, if I miftake not, proportion’d 
die Meadow-Land, which they had got for the Indians. But 
fome yet remain’d in the Hands of the Proprietors, which after¬ 
wards the Indians were put into the Poffeffion of ; tho’ it coft 

the 
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the Committee, and Mr. Sergeant too, a great deal of Trouble, 
before they could fatisfy ftnd remove the Owners. ' • 

Capt. Kunkafat had formerly given to ‘Jehoiakim Vanvalk^ 
tnhourgh, a Dutch-Matt, his fpecial Friend, 40 Acres of Land in 
this Great-Meadow, and about 250 of Upland adjoining to it ; 
which he now held. But, a little after, being reduc’d,°he was 
oblig’d to fell. Some Gentlemen therefore bought him our, 
and gave the Land to the Indians, an Equivalent of the unap¬ 
propriated Lands being given them by the General AJembly. 
So that the whole Meadow was in a little Time poffelt by the 
Indians. 

On Monday the 26th of April, the Committee confer’d again 
with the Indians, and inform’d them what they had done, re- 
fpefting their Townfhip ; fhew’d them a Plan of it; defir’d to 
know of them, if they would have any Thing alter’d. The 
Indians replied that they were very well fatisfied with what was 
done, and very thankful for it. 

In the Beginning of May, xht Indians all fettled in their new 
Town ; were greatly pleas’d with it. Two new Families were 
added to their Number. ‘ They gave very much inXoHujbandry, 

‘ (fays Mr. Sergeant) planted more this Year than ever they 
‘ did before, by threeTimes at lead.-Mr. Woodbridge lodges 

* at Capt. Kunkapot’i, has a very numerous School, and a tedi- 
‘ ous Talk of it ; lives a very lonefome Life ; is indeed inde- 

* fatigable in his Bufinefs ; and no Body deferves more of the 
‘ Publick than he.’ 

When the Committee, upon their firfl: Vification of the Indians 
at Houfatunnuk, had finifh’d their Bufinefs with them, the Time 
for geting Sugar was come. 

Therefore. (Msrr/l) the firft) they all went into the Woods, 
with their Familes, upon that Bufinefs ; expecting to follow ic 
about fix Weeks. They went in two Companies, about Half 
with xht Captain above the Mountain, the Red with the 
nant below. Mr. Sergeant was loth they fhould be fo long 
without Indrutdion, and therefore concluded that he would go' 
with one of the Companies, and Mr. IVoodbridge with the other, 
and live with them during that Seafon. 

After the Indians had been out two Days, and prepar’d them- 
felvcs Houfes, they fent in two young Men, one to Condudt 
H Mr. 
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Mr. Sergeant to the Captain's Houfe, and the other (o cpn- 
dud Mr. tVoodbridge to the Lieutenant's. 

After they had been out about three Weeks, Mr. Sergeant 
and Mr. Wocdbridge chang’d their Quarters j Mr. Sergeant. 
went to the Lieutenant's Company, and Mr. Woodhridge to the 
Captain's, endeavouring that the Indians might have equal Ad* 
vantage from their Inftruftions. 

During thefe fix Weeks, Mr. Sergeant fpent his Time 
very agreably among the Indians, being employ’d, in the Day 
Time, ip teaching the Children to read ; and in the Evening he 
taught the Indians to fing, in which they took great Delight, 
He pray’d with them Morning and Evening, in their own Lan¬ 
guage, and faid Grace before, and after Meat, in the fame. He 
alfo preach’d to them on the Sabbath by an Interpreter, and 
pray’d in their own Language ; which he began to do on Fe¬ 
bruary 18th, and continu’d it ever alter. For they being defi- 
rous, that Prayers might be made in their own Language, Mr. 
Sergeant ( by the Alfiftance of Interpreters ) had compos’d 
Prayers fpr fuch Occafions, in the Indian Language. The Snow 
now was about a Foot and Half deep in thole Woods, and the 
Weather cold. A Deer-lkin with the Hair on, fpread upon 
feme Spruce Boughs, and a Blanket fpread upon that, was his 
Bed ; and three Blankets, fpread over him was his Covering ■, 
where he fiept very well. And tho’ their Dipt was low, yet ic 
was cleanly and well drefs’d, by the Captain's Lieutenant’s 
Wives. Their Drink was Water. He had a good Appetite, 
eat heartily, and was in very good Health, all the Time he was 
in .the Wildernefs with them. 

‘ I was (fays Mr. Sergeant) treated very well, while I was 

* with them ; and learn’d more of their Manners, and I.an- 

‘ guage, than ever I had before.-They are altogether- 

without Compliments, in their Treatment one of another. 
Children fhew no Sort of Deference to their Parents, either 

* Word or Carriage, more than to any Body eJfe. They are 
very..modeft, and the W'omen and Children bafhfuh They 

* are kind one to another, and make every Body welcome, in, 
their Way, that comes to their Houfes. When a Stranger 

‘ pomes into one of their Houfes, he does it, as if it were his 
‘ own, and, without any Compliments at all,. ftts down with 

! the 
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• the Reft j but fays nothiirg. The Houfe-Keeper immediately 
‘ offers him fome ViftuaLs '^'hich he receives as rho’ he were at 

• Home i eats freely, and then begins to talk ; to tell his Bu- 
‘ finefs, or to relate a Piece of News ; but will enter, before 
‘ he has eat, into tio Difr.ourfe. Some Times, when Friends 
‘ meet, they fay to one another. O ! Brother, or Coufin ; or 
‘ ufe fome fuch Word expreffing fome Relation. But they 
‘ have Terms expreffive of more particular, and quite different 
‘ Relations, from any we ufe. Their Children, born of the 

• fame Parents, ftand in three Relations to one another ; the 
‘ eldcft calling all the younger, whether Brothers or Sifters, 

‘ Nheefumuk. The elder Sifters are to the younger, whether 
‘ Brothers, or Sifters, Nmfuk. The younger Children call the 
‘ elder Brothers, Netokhaunul. And there are other like relative 
‘ Terms, to which there are none in ourLanguage Synonymous. 
‘ And indeed their Language, fo far as 1 perceive as yet, is 
‘ extremely different from all the European Languages that I 
‘ have any Acquaintance with, and feems, as far as I can iudge, 
‘ in the Genius, Phrafeology, and Pronunciation, of the Words 
‘ (which abound' with Gutturals) to be moft like the Language 
‘ of the Eaft : tho’, I confefs, I am as yet a very incompetent 
‘ Judge. 

‘ Their Women have a Cuftom (which b, for ought I know, 
‘ peculiar to the aboriginal Americans, for they tell me it is com- 
‘ mon to all North-America at leaft) 'viz. Their Girls, at the 
‘ firft flux of their Menfes, feperate themfelves from all Society, 
‘ live alone in the Woods; fome fourteen, fome twenty, and 
‘ fome forty Days; muft do no Work at all, nor be feen by 
‘ any Man; for it is reckon’d eminoss fof a Man to fCc them in 
‘ their Seperation. They cut off their Hair when they go Out. 
‘ And fOme of their Women go out afterwards, at the Return 
‘ of their Terms, and ftay three or four Days.-What they 

• mean by this Cuftom, or Whence they deriv’d it, I cannot tell.’ 

About the Time the Indians fettled in their new Town, Mr. 

Sergeant went to fVeJlfieldiiind was there detain’d by Sicknefs *, 
fo that he was abfent from them two Sabbaths. He took Care 
to inform the Indians of his Sicknefs, who exprefs’d a great deal 
of Concern for him ; enquir’d by all Opportunities after him, 
and faid if he fhoukl die it would bfe a great Lofs to them : Biic 
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if it fhoulci be fo, they hop’d God would provide them another 
Minifter. At his Return, they fhcw’d great Joy & Satisfadion, 
that he was recover’d and reftor’d to them again. 

Mny 23d. He preach’d to them in their new Settlement, but 
liv’d not among them as their School-Mafter did, but kept ftill 
at his Lodgings about five Miles below. 

June I 2. A Meflenger came from Hudfon'-River, to call the 
Indians thither, to confider of a Murder committed by one of 
tlieir ‘Rribe. The Captain and Lieutenant went upon that Occa- 
fion, and had Opportunity, while they were gone, to fee and 
converfe with many of the principal Indians ; fpent almoft all 
their Time in Difeourfe with them upon the Subjed of Religion ; 
and told Mr. Sergeant when they return’d, that all they Talk’d 
with, had favourable Thoughts of the Chrijiian Religion ; 
own’d that they themfelves were in a wrong Way, and faid they 
believ’d they were fervingthe Devil : And not one objeded any 
Thing againfi Chrijlianity,hot feveral faid they would come with 
their Families, and be inftruded. 


On the 27th of June, Mr. Srrgeant baptiz’d a Child, which 
being mention’d in his Journal, he proceeds to fay. 

‘ And now the whole Number that I have baptiz’d is C2 
‘ The Number of Indians now refiding here is upwards of go ' 

• and it is highly probable, if God affords us the Bleffing he has 
‘ done, we fliall have here, in a few Years, fome Hundreds of 
‘ Indians. 

‘ From the imperfed View of the Matter, one may have 

• from this Journal, it will I believe appear, that the Fland of 
‘ God has been remarkably in the Affair. But I am not able 

‘ in Writing, to communicate the fame View of Tbin<Js, that I 
‘ have from obferving the whole from Step to Step. And con- 
‘ fidering the grofs Darknefs the Indians were breu^ht up iri 
‘ with the great Oppofition the Gofpel has met withf not only 
from the Heathen, but from fome alfo, who have the Name 
‘ of Chriftians, I am furpriz’d at the Progrefs it has fo fuddenly 

• made among them. A very remarkable Reformation appears 

• more, and more, in their Manners ; their Hearts feem realN 

• to be engag’d ; and Vice, efpecially Drunkennefs (the Vice 
they are all addided to) begfts to be a great Difgrace among 

. them. I am not able to converfe much with them in their 
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‘ own Language, tho’ I underftand a great deal they fay ; and 
‘ Religion is the Subjedl of frequent Converfation among them. 
‘ Our Dutch Interpreter tells me he is furpriz’d to hear fomc of 
‘ them talk, fo fenfibly as they do about Religion. 

When Mr. Sergeant was at IVeJlfield., in the Beginning of 
May, he receiv’d a Letter from Dr. Colman, of April zi. giving 
hi.m an Account of a generous Offer Mr. Ifaac Hollis of Londoa 
had made him, of dieting, cloathing, lodging, and inftrudting 
20 Indian Boys at his own Coft. 

This is the Gentleman to whom the DoSior wrote, recom¬ 
mending the Miffion at Houfalunnuk to his G^nerofity ; of which 
he inform’d Mr. Sergeant in his Letter of June i8th 1735. 
inferred, in Page 30 & 31, And in Anfwer to the Letter of 
the DoSlor's, he makes this generous Offer. 

Dr. Colman, who was wife and prudent, thought it not beft 
to draw upon Mr. Hollis, until he flaould be well inform’d, whac 
the Charge of maintaining 20 Scholars would amount to, in 
one Year j for he was apprehenfive that it would rife higher, 
than the Donor expedted. And therefore wrote to Mr. tVill- 
iams oi Springfield, and to Mr. Sergeant, for their Thoughts 
upon the Matter •, and alfo confulted Governor Belcher ; and, 
upon the beft Computation they could make, concluded, that 
the Expence of one Child, in a Year, would arife to twenty 
five Pounds our Currency, and the whole to five Hundred Pounds 
per Annum. Of this Dr. Colman inform’d Mr. Hollis ; and it 
prov’d as the Dodlor expeffed. It exceeded what Mr. Hollis 
tho’t of. He therefore reduc’d the Number of Scholars to 12 j 
and propos’d to fupport that Number from Year to Year. 

About the fame Time, the honourable Samuel Holden, ¥.{0^, of 
London, diredfed the Rev. Dr. Colman to beftow one Hundred 
Pounds of his Money for the Beneffc of the Indians at StockbridgCf 
which Mr. Sergeant, with Dr. Colman'% Approbation, thought 
beft to expend for the Benefit of the Females ; feeing Mr. 
Hollis's Donation was confin’d to the Males. 

Of thefe noble,, and generous Inftances of Liberality, Mr. 
Sergeant inform’d the Indians, viho were much affedted with 
them, and very thankful to their pious Benefadlors. And, as a 
grateful Acknowledgment of theBenefits they had receiv’d from 
the honourable Corporation at Home, they wrote the following 
Letter. ‘ Being 
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‘ Being very fenfible of the former miferable Clrcdmftdnces, 

‘ both of ourfelves nndChildi-en,byRearort of the Ignorance and 
‘ Vice in which we were bro’t up •, we cannot but refent, with 
‘ the moft heartyGratitude, the Care you have taken to inftruft 
‘ us in the Doftrines of the Gnfpel ; Truths, neceflary for our 
‘ prefent Satisfadtion and future Happinefs. 

‘ We blefs God, the Father of Merciei, and Giver of all good 
‘ Things, that he has pitied us, and put it into your Hearts to 
‘ ufe your Endeavours to communicate to us that Knowledge 
‘ of divine Things, which he has given to you. We alfo thank 
‘ God, that he hatti given us Favour in the Eyes of this Gouerti- 
‘ ment efpecially in making Provifion for our living together, 

‘ which is a very great Conveniency for our own, and our Chil- 
‘ drens Inftrudtion, in the Principles of Religion, and ocher ufe- 

* fill Knowledge. We can, with the greateft Sincerity, fay, that 
‘ we gladly embrace the blelfed Truths of the Gofpel, and ‘tis 
‘ the Purpofe of our Hearts, as v/e have molt of us profefs’d 
‘ ourfelves Chrijlians, fo to continue ftedfaft in the Faith ; and 
‘ hope our Children will have the fame Wifdom given them, 

* And we pray God ftill to continue it in your Hearts, to pro- 

* vide for our further Inftruftion, and for that of our Children 
‘ alfo, that we and they may dill grow wifer and wifer. 

‘ And, from the fmall Meafure of Knowledge we have, (being 
‘ now as it were juft wak’d out of Sleep) we are fo fenfible of 

* the Benefit of the Gofpel, that we wifh, and pray, that our 

* whole Nation may be brought into the fame Way. And we 

* blefs God he ftill inclines their Hearts more and morfe to re- 
‘ ceive the Gofpel of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriji. 

*■ We can make no Returns tor your Favours, but only our 

* hearty Thanks, and Prayers to God, that he would repay our 
‘ Benetaftors a Thoufand Fold into their Bofoms, for the Kind- 

* nefs they h.ive fhewn us. 

■ ‘ We are at a great Diftance from you, and ftiall never fee 
‘ your Faces in this World j but hope it will be ourHappinefs, 

* thro’ the Riches 6f divine Grace in Jefus ChriJl, to rejoice with 

* you in Heaven, our Father’s Houfe. 

We are your very oblig’d Friends, 
and Brethren, in the Faith and 

Patience of our Lord Jefus Chriji. 

■ John 
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Ifaac Wnaitmpee, 

James Wohquanhekomeek, 
Abraham Naukutehewant^ 
John Jouwoonaunt, 
Nicholas Uhwaunmut. 


John Pohpnebonnuvjoty 
Aaron Ssnkewenaukheekf 
Dmid Naunaunckenuk, 
Ebenezer Poehpconuky 


Abraham Johtaunkuhkoonamty 


Ephraim IVoonaunnuhqueen, 
Stockbridge, July 17th 1756. 

In a Letter of July nth. His Excellency Governor Belcher 

fays to Mr. Sergeant --I defire you to greet my Children 

‘ at Houfatunnuk, in the kindcft Manner from me, and let them 
‘ know, I lhall be heartily glad to fee them at Bojlen, with 

‘ Corjlar their chief Sachem.- 1 hope to fee you with your 

‘ People, ^c. 

Accordingly Mr. Sergeant, and a Number of the Stockbridge 
Indians,'Nxt'n about as manyStrangers ixomHudJon’s-River,'Ntnt to 
Bojlon. And Augujl 5th they waited upon the Governor ^cCouncil. 

‘ The Lieutenant (fays Mr. Serge ant j made a Speech, in 
‘ which he, in the Name of the Reft, exprefs:’d great Thank- 
‘ fulnefs for the Kindnefs the Government had beftow’d upon 
‘ them already, particularly in granting them aTownfhip, for 
‘ the Conveniency of their living together. And in Return 
‘ gave up their Challenge to two Miles of Land, one Mile on 

‘ each Side the Road from Houfatunnuk to Weftjield. -Pray’d 

‘ for the Affiftanee of the Government in building a Meeting- 
‘ Houfe and School-Houfe. 

‘ To which the Governor anfwer’d very kindly, that the 
‘ Government was well pleas’d with the Inclination they had 
‘ ftiewn to receive the Gofpel of our Lord Jefus thrift ; and fo 
‘ long as that good Difpofition remain'd, would not repent the 
‘ Care and Charge they had been at to accommodate them for 
‘ their better Inftruftion in theWay ofLife ; hop’d they would 
* go on and anfwer our Hopes & Expeftations from their good 
‘ Beginning, and they Ibould never want the Favour of the 
‘ Government ; that they accepted very kindly the Land they 
‘ gave up their Challenge to that he would make known ;o 
‘ xht General Court, their Defire refpeding a Meeting and SchooL 
‘ Houfe, at their next Seffion. 

‘ Then they made a Prefent of Skins which Governor 
‘ was pleas’d to order to be fold, and the Money to be laid out 


‘ in 


I 









‘ in Books for me : which, with other Inffances of His Excel- 
‘ iency's Generofity to me, I retain a moft grateful Senfe of ; 
‘ and as it fprings from the Relation I ftand in to this People, 
* it is a Proof of His Excellency's great Piety, and Concern to 
‘ promote the Knowledge, and Pradice, of Religion & Virtue, 
‘ and fo I fhall ever efteem myfelf fo much the more bound to 
‘ be faithful in my Bufinefs.- 

From Weftfield to Sheffield Yiomds is about 26 Miles, theLand 
therefore which thefe Indians gave up their Challenge to is 52 
fquare Miles, and fhould be efteem’d no inconfiderable Return 
for the Favour beftow’d. 

Auguji 6th. Mr. Sergeant and the Indians din’d with the 
Governor and Council, were curteoufly treated, and receiv’d Pre- 
fents of Guns, Blankets, Shirts, &c. Soon after which they re¬ 
turn’d Home, well pleas’d with the Treatment they had met 
With. And tho’ theie were forne Difficulties attending the Af¬ 
fairs of Stockbridge, particularly refpefting their Lands, not yet 
got wholly out of the Proprietors Hands, yet, in the general, 
1 hings went well; the Indians increas’d in Knowledge and* 
Number, new Families, and particular Perfons, coming to them 
from Time to Time, to live there and be inftructed. And the 
Indians in general behav’d well. But about the End of Auguft 
fome of them went to a Kentikaw, or Dance, at Squampaumuk, 
(a Place about 25 Miles diftant from S(ockbridge ; in the Buicb 
Country; where, being encompafled with Temptations, fome of 
them drank to Excefs, which was Caufe of great Grief to Mr 
Sergeant, and they them,felves were fill’d with Shame and 
Confufion of Face when they came Home. 

Mr, Sergeant,^ who had hitherto liv’d in, Englijk Families, 
below the Mountain, in 1736,7. mov’d up into the 

Indian Town, and liv’d with Mr, Woodbridge, who had built an 
Houfe, and brought Home a Wife, &c. Mr. Sergeant there¬ 
fore was no longer under a Neceffity of living at fuch a Diftance 
Irpni his People.— 

When His Excellency Governor Belcher, accordincr to his 
Promife o\ Augujl the 5th to the Indians, recommended^it to the 
General AJfembly, to build them a Meeting-Houfe and School-Houfe, 
the Courb granted it : as appears from a Pafiage in Colonel 
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‘ Tlie General Cburt. (fays the Colonel) have ordered; That a 
‘ Meeting Houfi.oi thirty Feet broad, and forty long, together 
‘ with a School-Houje, be built for the Indians, at the Change of 
‘ the Province. And Tou and Mr. IVcodbridge, with Myfelf, are 
‘ appoiotcd to fee thefe Things effe-ted.’ 

As Mr. Sergeant had, by the Help of Interpreters, bcfoi^ 
this, tranflated fpme Prayers into ihcJndian Language, tor their 
daily ufe ; fo noyv he had trar.fiaied Dr. Hatt'h IvU Catechifm 
into the Indian 7 'ongue, that the Children might underftanding- 
ly read and learn it. Some (Things, about this Time, appear’^d 
with a difcouraging Afped, and gave Mr. Sergeant much 
Trouble} the Principal, of which was, that one of f heir 
Du/cl? Neighbours, not only refus’d to give up his Right for an 
Equivalent;, which made the Indians uneafy •, but alio kept a 
Store of Rum by him, of which he either gave or fold to the 
Indians, fo that fome of them drank to Excefs, and w ere very 
troublefome. But this was Matter of Grief to molt of them, 
elpecially to the Captain and lieutenant, who exerted themfelve.s 
to corred fuch Diforders ; and the Indians, in general, behav’d 
well. New Families were, from Time to Time, added to their 
Number. And there were frequent Inftances of Mr. Se rge ant’s 
baptizing Perfons, who, upon careful Examination, he found 
knowing in the Principles of Religion, arid ferioufly refolv’d to 
‘ walk by the excellent Rules of it. 

Tho’ the" Indians went out this Seafon, as ufual, to makeSugar, 
yet they return’d from their Work every Week, and attended 
the publick Worfhip on the Sabbath. They alfo difcover’d an 
Inclination to the Englijh Cuftoms. For a couple, who. were 
about marrying, enter’d their Intentions of it, or made, them 
known to Mr. Sergeant, who, upon the two following.Sab- 
baths, publifh’d theBands of Matrimony between Naukuchewat, 
and H'auwoonemeen, and then married them by a Form tranflated 
into the Indian Language. 

On the ych of Auguft Mr. Sergeant began to preach to the 
Indians in their own Language, and in Proctfs of'l ime became 
fo perfed in 4 t, that the Indians were wont to fay. Our Minijler 
/peaks our Language better than we do our felves. And as it cofl 
him a great deal of Pains to make himfelf Mafter of it •, fo it 
was no fmall Advantage to him, when he was able to ufe it 
I freely. 
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•freely, in Goverfation wkh the Indians. For he was not only 
able, better to acquaint himfelf with the religious Sentiments of 
thole, who would make a Profeffion of Chrijlianity *, but alfo to 
converfe with Strangers upon religious Subjects, when they came 
to vifit their Brethren at Siockbridge, or when he had Opportu¬ 
nity elfewhere. 

Mr. Srugeant, about this Time, baptiz’d feveral Ftrfons. 
ivrrd that the Reader may know, what Fains he took to inform 
the Candidates in the Principles of Clvriftianity ; and to fatrsfy 
himfelf that they underftood them, and that it was their ferious 
Purpofe and Refolution to live a religious Life; I lhall here 
tranfenbe, from his Journal, the concife Account he gives of his 
Treatment of them. 

‘ Lord’s Day, Augujt 14th. A large Auditory.—I preach’d in 
‘ Indian. Toiun and his PFife propos’d themfelves to Baplifm. 

* Both Perfons of good Behaviour, and apparently well difpos’d 

* to Ctrijiiamy. 'I'he Man had been a Drinker ; but feem’d 
‘ now to be reform’d : the Woman always appear’d innocent, 

* and virtuoufly inclin’d. I took a great deal of Pains to in- 
‘ ftrudt them in the Principles of Chrijlianity, and to imprefs 
^ upon their Minds a Ifrong Senfe of Religion, and to compofe 
‘ them ‘to Serioufnefs. And, having good Satisfadion of their 

* Knowledge and good dnclinarion, Lord's-Day, Jugujl 21, ,I 

‘ baptiz’d Tekum, hisWife, and three Children.-This Week, 

‘ Umpaimut's Son, Pnmupanfoo by Name, from the Ifland in 

* >Hudfon's-Rivtr, where bis Father Was a Chief, w^io had been 

* here a little While, defir’d Baptififi, as alfo who about 

* a . Year before came from the Country. I took 

‘ Pains to inftrudl them particularly, fn the Principles cUChrijk- 

* anity. They were both young, I was therefore the more ccan- 

* cern’d for them chat they Ihould be well in'ftrudled and 
‘ have their Minds impreft with a due Serioufnefs and Concern, 
‘ in what they were about : I therefore chofe to defer their 
‘ Baptifm a little longer. 

Lsrd's-Day, Auguji iZth. Auditory as ufiial.— This Week 
‘ took a fecond, and third Opportunity, to inftrudl the Candi- 
‘ dates for Baptifm, when another young Man alfo appear’d de- 

* firous of Baptifm j VkhihnaHweqtm by Name.-~—This Week 
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‘ I took 8 great deal af Pa-ioa to prepare the Ci:ndidatcs for 
‘ Baptifm. They appear’d very ,de{iro.gs of ft, aad Icem’d to- 
‘ undcrdaod the Podrines of Religion well, 

‘ Lerd’s-JDay, Sep.{mhr 14th. 1 baptiz’d tbcnp.’- 

Mr. Sergeant had been inform’d, that the Indians living af 
Kaunaumeek, a Place about 18 Miles from Stockbridge, to the 
N. W. were dcfirous that he fhould come and preach to them. 
He therefore fent a Meffenger, informing them, that Lord's-Day, 
Ssplember nth he would be with them. And in his Journal of 
that Day fays. 

‘ I preach’d at Kaunaumeek. I had about 30 Hearers. There 
‘ were but few Indians that properly belong’d there : but they 
• gave Notice of my coming to all that livid .near them ; fo 
‘ that a confiderable Number were got together. Some of the 
‘ Chief of our Indians bore me Company. I had prepar’d a 
‘ Sermon in Indian for the Occafion. They heard me with 
‘ great Attention, and faid they underftood me. 

‘ We were entertain’d very kindly ; The chief Man there. 
‘ whqfe Name was y^una^wauneekhbeek., appear’d to be a, rational 
‘ judicious Man. He can fpcak a little Englifh, and carries on 
‘ fome farming Bufmefs, and lives well. I aflc’d him before I 
‘ came away ; what he thought of what he had heard He 
‘ faid he could not give any Judgment yet ; for he had not fuf- 
‘ ficiently inform’d himfelf. Cbrijlianity might be true ; he 
‘ could not pronounce againft it, nor could he fay it was right i 
‘ but added, that he fhould come to hear me fotnetimes zt HfiU' 
‘ fatunnuk, and inform himfelf further. . 

‘ ,I was well pleas’d with his Anfwer, and exhorted .hiip ta 
‘ enquire further into the Matter ; and not to forget to pray to. 
‘ God to ioftruft him. : * 

‘ Our Indians that were with me topk Pains to perfuade 
‘ to embrace the Cbrijtian Religion, and enc^avour’d to anfwcn 
‘ thofe Objedions they fuppos’d might arifc.,in..thejr JV^ippls. 
‘ againft it; particularly the Lieutenant talk’d a great .deal, and 
‘ very well, upoji the SubjedP. ■ ! ' ' ' ' 

‘ Another Man there, of fenhe Cha'rafter,' and of good Bc- 
‘ haviour, who had been baptiz’d in his Ihfatlcy, by fomePrieft, 
‘ was well inclined to Religion ; and purpos’;d to come and live 
‘ with us.’ ■ . 
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A little more than a Month'after this, viz. ■ Lord's-Day, Oc- 
iffher the 9th, the two principal Indians of Kaunaumeek were at 

Stockbridge, and heard Mr. Sergeant preach. ‘- 1 took 

‘ Oppor unity (fays he) to difcourfe with them both, and parti- 
‘ cularly with the Chief, who now was free to .own that he be- 
‘ YxtveA Chrijlian Religion was true, andthathe was deter- 
minkito be a And added, chat he had -receiv’d 

fuch an Impreffion on his Mind, from what he had heard from. 
‘ me, and ocherwife, of the Cbrijiian Religion, that he could not 
‘ fliake it off that his Thoughts had been much fix’d upon the- 
*■ Matter ■, that,even in the Puifuic of his common Bufinefs, he 
‘•■could hot butehtertain himfclf with Reflections of this Nature.' 
‘ The ocher.appear’d to be fully determin’d to come And iive- 
‘ with us, - 

‘ Lord’s-Day, i6th. Preach’d as nfual. This Week I went' 
‘'■■upon a Vifit to my Friends in New-jerfey. In the mean Time 
‘ the Chief of the Kamaumeek Indiam came hither, ih'£xpe£la-' 
‘ tioh fb fee me, and hear fomfe further InfffuCtions in the Doc- 
‘' trines of Cbrijlianity ; and tarried abtliut aWeek : feem’d muCh' 
‘ afFeCted with what he heard of the'”C^rj/?/iS« Religion, and 
‘ very defirous of further InftruCtion ; purpbs’d-to come again 
‘ when he could hear of mjl Return. 'f 
■ That I may here finifii the Story.of theft' lwb‘pfinCTpiaF//?&«J 
of Kmnaume/k,viz. .Aumuwauneekbheek and'fFdutmhkumeei. • I' 
fhall look forward to January 22. February '1*1. ihAf'-ylprit 16.’ 
1738. '■ ■ ’ i' ' 

‘ Lord’s Bay, January 22'd. I preach’d again at Kaunaumeek, 

* 'Awnauwauneekhheek thepr 7 neipal Man there'-appear’d tb 'be 
‘ mightily engag’d Irt-Mafteff'6f''Relfgibn‘i' ■Was defiiioLisbf 

* Baptifni ; fent his Daughter, an,only Child, to learn to read ; 
*' came himfelf and tarried all the Week. And I, having gobcl 
‘ Satisfaction of his Knowled'ge and Faith, baptiz’d him and his' 

* Daughter.^- ■' - ' 

‘ Lord’s-Bay, February 12. I preach’d as ufual. . Prefeat 

‘ nauwauneekbheek, indlFautaml^umeet, irota Kaunutneek. The 
‘ laft left his Son with me.-rr— : ‘ , 

Lord’s-Bay, April i6th. I baptis’d and two 

of his Children. He belong’d 10 Kaunaumeek, but is. fined 
: " ‘ come 








173^ . Hiftorical Memoirs, ^c. 6 j 

‘ come to live wifhl u&v is a Man of'a.bout forty Years of.ij^e, 
‘ very good-temper’d, and of confiderablelCnowfedge : formerly 
‘ addicted to Drinking, but now rtjiorm’d. 

The generous Propofal of Mr. IlcUis, to maintain' 12 Boys, 
was not till now pot in Bixecution. And what Mr Sergeant 
i'ays'of il an his Journal is. ■ ' ' 

'■'January iith-iy^y,^,.' I began to keep the 12 Bpys 

‘ on Mr. 'Hollis’s Foundation. I took them into my own Houfe, 
‘ and under my InftruGfion. ,’ l , , ' 

lit was iji the Spring of the Year 1736. when the* RevFDr; 
Cohman receiv’d from Mr. hlolUs, the Offer of maintaiiiing ia 
Scholars at Houfatunnuk. The Caution in the: Affair,- 

mention’d before,'delay’d the coming of the Money till the 
Spring of the Year 1737. Some'l ime alfo was taken up in 
getting- their Cloaths from Bojten, making of them up, &c. And 
even then-theie was n.oHoufc 'm>Stotkbridge, hutMv. kP'osdbridg/si 
which was.fmall. i.Mr. Sierde:a'nt. therehpre, who was building 
this Summer, and in ten ding'to take the £oys under his owrt 
InflrgcSion, tlio’c bcft to put it off, till his own Houfe could ba 
prepared to receive them. And accordingly, haying prepar’d 
it, hir’d a Houfe Keeper ^ and, air the 'I'iine. aboverniention’^ he 
tookr.them iijh ; -^lioiG !if. h; ’ . ' iv ■ : . i.\ 

: It is jprobabk, -bis Houfe* would, haye.been ready -.for their 
Reception fooner, if: he bad noCibc.cn in Want iof Money to 
forward,the building of it. 

TJif? Salary was no more than One Hundred jind fifty .Pounds 
pgr Mbt'sy* twenty-fesisen Shillings and fiss Pence ,of which ;was 
thenj,equal to one OuDce.of-Silver.. 'Aind,. by Reafoniof/a gej 
ncral Scarcity, allProvifiorts-were, very dpar..* iLittle-orNathing 
could therefore be fpar.’di from his Salary towards building: t' 
By aLetterof /ipril i^i ^ 737 - he informed the LemmiJJioners oi 
his being about to build ; defiring fome Affiftance fiom them to 
d;eirey,the:Charge of it,. IrrAnfwer to whichthc honcrurablet^rtWF 
inform’d him, that he would lay his Letter before the 
Commiffidners at their next Meetings which: would notioe very 
foon, tor they lately met. And in one Letter of July 30. and 
in another of September 8. The SecretaryMr. JVinthrop inform’d 
hipi that; the,.had not yet meCi ..... ; 
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But fhe' G. 1738. h-e writes thus-to Mr. 'Se^igean'T. ‘ I 
'before tl-.e Gmmiffvmers your Letter fome Allowance 
‘ toward your building, and they voted fifly Fmmds to be paid 
‘ you on that Account. 

As the Sum, granted by the CommiJfic,n?rs^ did not ^nfwer his 
Expeftations, not amounting to ten Pounds Sterlin*,. fe: neither 
was it fufficient to relieve his Neceffities ; for he, before t]i'is, 
Wat neceffitated to run himfelf much into Debt: As he informs 
Dr. Colmah in a Letter of June the 19th, in which he a'lfo fays. 

‘ I was indeed extremely difappointed in my Expeftations, 

* when I found by Mr. Secretary's late Letter to me, that the 

f Commiffioners had voted me no more than ///y Pounds to affift 
; me in my Settlement.- 

‘ Upon the Reception of Col. Winthrofs, Letter, I immedi- 
‘ ately determin’d to apply myfclf to the General Court, not 
‘ knowing where elfe to feek for Afliftance. Whether or no 
f they wiTl think it their Bufincfs to help me, I cannot tell, 
f However, 1 have put a Petition into Col. Stoddard's Hand, 

* .and by him wrote to the Governor with a great deal of Free- 
‘ dom, praying for his Favour in the Matter. And I fuppofe 

* the Colonel has put it forward. If I fail in that Point, I 

‘ Enow .not where I fhall turn myfelf. ■ • 

The General JJfemtly fwhich had all along encourag’d the 
Indians of Ilaufatunnuk, and us’d their Endeavours to promote 
the Intereft of Religion among them •, not only by giving them 
a Townfhip of Land that they might fettle together, and by 
being at great Charge, and Trouble, in removing the Thhabi- 
tants, but alfo in building a Meeting and School-Houfe, which 
the Workmen be^an lad Jugult ■,) receiv’d, and granted Mr. 
SfliXGEANT’s Petition i voted \i\m Om Hundred Pounds \n '&\\\s 
of the middle Tenor, which was equal to about fix Hundred 
Pounds our prefont Money, at fifty Shillings per Ounce. 

/ His 'Excellency Governor Belcher, who upon all Occafions 
difcover’d a great Regard for Mr. Sergeant, was very friendly 
to him Upon rhiis O'ccafion -, as appears from a Paffage in his 
Letter of '7«^'.‘3d/to Mfi Sergeant. 

‘ I have (fays the Gwerworj read with much Satisfaflion 

yours of 24ch of which is lull ©f the Gentleman, the 
‘ Chriftian, and the Gofpel Miniftcr and tbcrefore inclin’d me 

‘ readily 
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‘ readily to afford all my Wejight and Influence, in the liffeinilyt 
‘ for your Help and Encouragement, in the arduous, but cxccl- 
‘ lent Work you are engag’d in. I am thankful to God' for 
‘ fucceeding lb tar the Eodbavours of your Friends, and that 
‘ we have Keafon'to hope more Help may be obtain'd {or you 
‘ (thro’ the Goodnefe of God ) from the fgme Fountain, and you 
‘ will always be fare of my Affiftance. .* 

Mr. Sergeant, who h^ taken into his own Houfe, and 
finder his own Inftrudfions, Mr. Hollis’s 12 Boys, found, upon 
Tryal, the Burden was too heavy for him ; and tho’ he per¬ 
form’d that Service for near or quite ,a Year, yet afterwards wa^ 
oblig’d to take other Methods with them-- AH whom he could 
perfuade to it he fent abroad tntp Engiijh Families, where they 
were fupported by Mr. Hollis’s Bounty, and went to School, to 
perfedt themfclves in Reading and Wrifing. And ihofe who 
refus’d going from Home, liv’d with their Farents, and went to 
Mr. Woodbridge’s Scihaol. To thefe Mr. Sergeant allow’d no 
more of Mr. Hollis’s bounty, than was fufficient to cloath them, 
And.it was found upon Tryal, tlwc thole who liv’d in Ertgiijh 
Families, made much the heft Progrefs in their Learning, bcfide 
the Benefit of gaining the Englijh Language. The firll Time 
jthatrMr. Sergeant adminifler’d the Sacrament of the Lor.d\ 
Supper'to his People, 4^1, of which he gave Dr. Colman 

the following ihort Account, in a Letter ot June ipxh 1738. ■ 

. ‘ The firfl: Lerd's-Day in this Month,we had the Coniimumon 
‘ of the Lord's-Supper. There were Eleven Communicants of 
‘ the Indians, who attended the Ordinance with as much Scri- 
‘ oufncfs, and apparent Devotion,' as ever I obferv'd in any 

People upon any Occafion whatever. 

Tho’ the Indians had hitherto in general behav’d Iwcll, yet 
there bad been divers Inftances of baptiz’d Potions exceeding the 
Bounds of Temperance. And the Lieutenant himfelf, who had 
appear’d fo very much engag’d in the Chriftian Religion, had 
Occalion to humble himfelf for the Sin of Drunkennefs, before he 
came to tliSs Ordinance. ‘ Which he did (fays Mr. Sergeant) 
‘ with a due Appearance of Serioulncfs, Gravity, and Refolu- 
‘ tion of better Obedience for Time to come. 

The Commijftoners, upon Mr. Sergeant’s Defire.fupply’d tho 
Cotpmunion Table with two Flagons, two Diflies, and fomo 
Wine. i'age 
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r' .' Page 14th. I inform\i thcReader of Mr. - being erri- 
-plo-yM abaorig the Mohawks, and of bis -Defign' to get EpiJbopal 
■Ordination^ and to be a Miffionaty to them, if the Society for 

cfrapdgat 4 nj( the G of pel in foreign Parts would fuppoft him.-- 

'irKiS his'lPurpofe he'put in Execution, went to*receiv’d 
iBpifcopal Ordination, and a Miffion, from the Socktj- to- the 
Mohawks. Aii^ I find Mr. Sergeant* recommending" him' fo 
Ithe Cornmijfioners Oct' Boftori, in a'Lietter ofA/a)’ the-pth, 1738. 
in phe following-Words. - . 

‘ 1 had>juft now a Letter from Mr. Barclay, a young Gentle- 
.‘ man of Albanyi -lately arriv’d ■ from- * w'iih-a Mifiion 

jt frx>m the Society for propagating the- G-ofpii in^ferei'gH Parts, to 
‘ the Mohawks^-t'^diAlbany •, -who-tells me he has biit a fc^ntiy 
‘ Allowance (/. e. from the Society) and could obtain no Sata-ry 
for an Interpreter, orSchool-Mafter ; And that he hasThoughts 
‘‘ of applying to the Commiffwners ztSofion tor Affiffance •, but 
-‘.:would have my Advice firft. I cannot tell what Stock the 
.f Corporation has'; but I fuppofe it is fcanty, by theAllowances 
v'<\ they affbrd their Miffionarks. However, I could heartily re- 
commend Barclay to the Notice, and Favour of the Coot- 
mijftoners ? Hens a worthy Gentleman, and well dcferves Ein- 
vf couragement in his Undertaking. And every Body, who has 
^‘utfic.ieaft Acquaintance with the Indians, and their Man-nfrs, 

‘ riiuft bi very fenfible, that tis a vain Thing to fend Miffiona- 
fies a'mong them without fupporting them-well. There is no 
* Part in the Bifhop’s Chara'ier, more neceffary in a Miflionary 
*. among the Indians, thanking given to Hofpitality. 

, - That the Reader may k fenfible what a Profpeft there was 
of Mr. Barclay's being eminently ferviceable among theMohaWks, 
If he lrad been duly encouraged ; I fhall i^afking Mr. Barclay's 
P.ardori).fhow by tranfcfibing fomePaffages contain’d in hisLettets 
to Mr. Sergeant. The following, are from a Letter wrote 
-before he went for Orders, and dated in his Schcxil, at Fort- 
Hunter, June nth 1736. 

. ‘ l am heartily, glad to hear- of your Succefs, I pray God 
•‘.vjnore abundantly to blefs and fucceed your Labours ; and may 
‘ you enjoy abundant Satisfadlion in the Difcharge of your 
‘ Fu’nftion here, and a glorious -Reward hereafter. I blefs God 
I have no Reafoncto-defpaii' of- Succefs in my Miffion. They 
t - - daily 






173^8 Hiftorjcal Memoirs, ; 67 

* dally become more and more defirous oE Inftrudlion; and 

‘ would, in ail--Probabftity, make great Progrcfs both in the 
‘ Knowledge and Praftice ol Chriftianity, were proper Methods 
‘ taken to inftrudl them. But I labour under great Difadvan- 
‘ tages, for want of an Interpreter, fo that 1 cannot tell what 
‘ Progrefs they make in Knowledge, nor can I. proceed regular- 
‘ ly in my Inftrudions; and I almoft defpair of ..obtaining a 
‘ pOrfed: of che« Language, without the Affiftance of 

‘ an Interpreter, which Gould I but enjoy for the Space of two 
‘ or three Years, I doubt not but that I fhould be Mafter of it; 

‘ and fhould take greater Pleafure and Satisfadion in the Dif- 
‘ charge of my Duty. Neverthelefs, I have the Comfort of 

feeing a verf gfeat and daily Relormation of Manners among 

‘ them, which indeed is the End of all oYir Endeavours.- 

‘ I am almoft amazed at the Progrels the Youth make in Read- 
‘ ing, and Writing, their own Language. All the young Men, 

‘ fro'm 20 to 30 Years, conftantly attend School when at Home, 

‘ and willleave aFrolick rather than mifs. Sundry of them write 

‘ as good a Hand as myfelf (which wa^ fair andgood)-^ -As. 

‘ to the Encouragement 1 have, for aught I fee yet, I muft ex- 
‘ ped my Reward in another World. I have now been here 
‘ almoft a Year and half, but have never receiv’d a Farthing 

* Irom any Body. 

‘ The Affembly voted me ‘thirty Founds for two Years ; but 

‘ by Reafon of- 1 am not like to get it till a Governor 

‘ comes over -, and have no great Hope of further Encourage- 
‘ ment from them. 

‘ As for the they have allifeed me twenty Pounds for. 

‘ one Year : What further Encouragement they will give me, • 

* I know not. In the mean Time, I am at great Charges. My 

* Board is a Week, which is not above half my 

‘ ntceflary Expence.’ - : 

In another Letter, a little more than two Years after he had 
taken Orders, dated Albany,- nugufi 21ft 1740. he fays, . 

1 am fatisfied, I fhould have much greater Succefs, if I had 
‘ School-MaSief’&r.A- Interpreter. I had the Satisfadion, Eft. 

* Lo'rd's-Day, to preach to a Number of the Six-Nations, who 
‘ came to this Town to treat with the Gaverner, who alfo was 
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*' prefent, aad has taken a great, :dcal !of. P^ins, t^rjQO,untenanfe 
‘ my Defign. My. Mohawk Congregatron behay d fp;well,.^ao 
‘ all the Auditory were exceedingly delighted- - 

‘ I affure you I have the Caule at Heart, and am well per- 
‘ fu.ided of your Zeal,i which, that it. m^y .ipcreaf?, and meet 
‘ vvith all (imaginable: Succefsi and Encouragement, is the earneft- 
*'.Prayer.of, ' ( c - ■ '' v.vi 

Js it oot‘ manifea, from.thefe Things,, that Mr. Barclay 
ver’d a noble, genernus, and Chrlftian Spirit, in-giving himfelb 
to the Service of God among the that he might be¬ 

an .Iiillrument in the Hand of God, of reforming 8?: chriftianizing^ 
them } And was not there a moft encouraging Pvqfp^ct of his^ 
doing eminent Service, not only to the Souls of t^,lo pcnfhing- 
People, but alfo to the Britifh Intcreft ? : . , fn'jri * 

.It is well known to us in this Part of the World, that the-’ 
Mohawks, OT Six-Nations, area Terror to, and have in grear 
Meafufe the Command of, all the Natives of NoUhrAmerica.^ 
The French have therefore ufed their, utmoft.Endeavpur^,_a}T 
along to engage them in their Intcreft -, .and by thei^M^ionanes,.- 
who are coiiftantly among them, they have dravyn off many of - 
them to fettle at Canada, and more or lefs, every. Year, go over- 
to,them •„ from whom, in Time .of War with .the ^the- 

Britijh Provinces in North-America, efpecially she 
zni'Nrw-Hdmpfhire, fufFer ‘much, is alfo well known, ; • c 
moft of them remain in a State of Heatheni/m, and that, thqk. of 
them, who pretend to.be Chriftians, know but very. little of the- 
Principles of Chriftianity; for tho’ Mr. Barclay did what he^ 
could, while he was among'them 5 yet it;waSi butafew of them 
than a fingle Perfon could: inftrufl:,! andithat ycryimpei[feCtly,- 
for want of an/«/erpretrr. 1 .'j-m ' i l .ion v/^r.;! 1 ' 

TheirGircumftances therefore loUtfly/caH for,the^compapio,n,ap> 
Help of thofe who are able to promote the Brqpagafion.^ 
Gofp’el.a.mong them.-— And here I wOuld beg leave tp fay, the 
honourable. hVc/il/y/e/" the Propagatiosf qf tho.. Gofpel j^n ffretgrt > 
/l*r/l;ido,. 6ui! of the Charity, they are Igetru^ed with,; m^,intajn 
Miffiouaries at Bsflon; Nevi-Porl.r Stratford,' wd.&re frequently- 
fending them to other Places,.where their' Pariftiioners-are well- 
able/honourably to fupport them» which evidegces itjto by^in. 


I 
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Fa<a;unc^able 9f Difpute^that they wanted nocAbiJity tai felp 
thefe poor tJeichen. 

, It is evident alfo from the foregoing Account, that Mr. Bar¬ 
clay, whp Ihew’d a noble and excellent Spirit in his Difpofition 
to propagate the Gofpel among thefeand to whom fuch 
a wide .poor, open’d, and who was fo well qualify’d for 
the.Spviyp, obtain’d from the Socieiy but a fcant Support for 
himrell,ahd cbuld opain none for a Scbool-Majler, and InterpreUn 
Both C&arrVj,.and Policy, do certainly call for the mod vigorow 
Endeavours to propagate theGofpel among the Mohavoks, ° And 
tjic Reader raay:eafily judge, Whether the Society for propa^atir.g 
'ikf\GpJj>el in foreign Parts (who have the Care .and Difpofal of 
qhe of the nobleft Charities that has ever been known) would 
not emplpy that Charity full as well, if not better, w ere thofe 
Sums given to fupport Miflionaries among the Mohawks, where 
the Gofpel is not known, which are given to fupport Miflionaries 
iii fpme of the principalPownsyn New-England, where theGofpel 
Has tieen faithfully preach’d ever, fincc they were„firft planted, 
and where thofe of the Perfuafion of Church of England eae 
fo num.erous ap^‘wealthy, that they are well able to give their 
Mini.fters an honourable Support, without the Help of the Society 
at Home ? Whether the former would not be more agreable to 
the pious Deftgn of the Honours, as well as to the profefs'd Ends 
of the than the latter i Whether Mr. Barclay, who was 

fo heartily engag’d in' that excellent and felf-denying Service of 
propagating the Gofpel among the Mohawks, fhould pot have 
been encourag’d by a plentiful Support from the Society, and alfo 
by the Support of a School-Mafter and Interpreter for .his Afllft- 
ance, rather than a Miffionary at Boliou, Newporp, &c ? Who 
wquld it not grievepo think, th?t that good Gentleman, has been 
oblig’d to leave that Service for want of Encouragement, when 
there was fuch a ProfpctS of his doing much Good among thole 
perilhing Nations ? What other Reafon Mr. Barclay had for 
leaving them. I am not able to fay j but if he had no other than 
'ja^t of a fuffieient Support, an 4 of -ap Interpreter, 
fuffieient ? For how could he anfwer 
of his under fuch pjfadvantages I 

I 


•, was not 
iheEnds 
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, I (Mibt not but tbe honourable aft with Integrity, and 

XJprightnefs > and difppfe of the Charity in theif Hands, in a 
Manner that appears right and beft to them, according to the 
Information they have. Yet, at the fame Time, I am fully per- 
fuaded, that, if they were well acquainted with the true State of 
Things in this diftant Part of the World, they would fee juft 
Caufe to alter their Conduft. And I think the Rev. Dr. CeU 
man's Sentiments very juft, as exprefs’d to his Lordfbip the 
flWhop of London, upon this Subjeft, in a Letter of September 
13th 1753. 

‘ Were your Lordjhip, and the pious ’Trullees here on theSpot, 

‘ I am fure you could not think the profefledEnd of your Char- 
‘ ter, and the Defign of the Donors anfwer’d, in your fupport- 

* ing Miffionaries at Boffon, Braintree, Newbury, Stratford, Brifiol, 

* Salem, Groton, &c. Or if Sea-ports of great Trade, fuch as 
‘ Bofton, Newport, Marblehead, need to have Minifters of the 

* Church of England for the Sake of fome Inhabitants & Stran- 

* gers, yet arc they well able to fupport their own Wdrfhip ; 

* or did they want fome Affiftance, there can be no Pretence for 

* it out of a Fund facred to God for fending the, Gofpel into 
‘ dark and ignorant Parts of the Earth : They ought to Be pro- 
‘ vided for fome other Way, and not by alienating a devoted 

* and confin’d Charity, which were to run the Rifque of Sacri- 

* ledge and great Unfaithfulnefs j--.’ 

If indeed the honourable Society judge it of greater Importance, 
more for the Honour of God, and the Good of Souls, more 
agreable to the Ends of their Charter, and the charitable Defigns 
of the pious Donors, to convert thofe 'of the Prefbyterian, or 
Congregational Perfuafion, to the Church of England, than thofd 
poor perifhing to the Faith, then it is hdi: 

ftrange that they fhould employ the Money in their Hands as 
they at prefent do ; but upon what Grounds they fhould form 
fuch a Judgment, is not eafy to apprehend. 

But to return from this DigrefTion. 

The One Hundred Poundi which Mr. Holden direfted Dr. CoL 
man to employ for the Benefit of'the Indians at Stockbridgi, Mr. 
Sergeant now propos’d to expend upon the Females, by fup- 

porting 

t See Dr. Colmn'i Life, Page 141, 143. 
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porting fome of the young Women abroad \n' tYmilies, 

as the beft Way to acquaint them with the EngMJB Language 
and Manners. But when he communicated Iris Defign 'to the 
Indians, tho’ fome of them, and the Captain in parti'cular,'’lik’d 
the Propofal well ; yet others, with the at th'cirHead, 

ftrongly oppos’d it. And tho’ Mr. SERCtANX us’d his hdl Em 
deavours to perfuade them, yet all was in, vain : "ftiro* the un- 
reafonable Jealoufres the Indians entertain’d, they wdulcl not cdn- 
fent to it. However, Mr. Sergeant did this Summer fend 
two of themAbroadjOne of which was the Captain’s eldeftDaiigh- 
ter i but they would not be content to ftay fo long as to be any 
Benefit to them. 

‘ I have ('fays Mr. S'ergeant in a Letter to Dr, Caiman of 
‘ September' tJfXh. ^738.) fpent about L/xe Pounds upon two of 
‘ our young Women, in Profecution of Mr. Holden's Defign, 
‘ but to little or no Effedl. Thro’ a chiidifli Fondnefs forHome, 
‘ they would nocbc contented to ftay long enough where I fent 
‘ them,to obtain any Good by it. But as I have been fo great 
‘ a Sharer in Mr. Holden'% Bounty, I rhake no Account of it, 
‘ nor defire any Thing for it.- 

The Defign therefore of employing the Money for the Benefit 
of the young Women failing ; and Dr. Colman being fully acx 
quainted with Mr. Sergeant’s Necenities, gave liirn the Money 
to aflift him in his Settlement. 

‘ If you will take the faid Hundred Pdunds {[ays Hr. Colman in 
‘ a Letter to Mr. Sergeant)' and ufe it for your prefent Set- 
‘ tlement, ydli are welcome to it, as a Deodand to the Settlc- 
‘ tlement of theGofpel, in your Settlement,Cornfort, & Strength.^ 

* in the Work before you.Mr. Holden has not only given 

* mt Leave, but eVch Wills it, that I aflift you in the Work be: 
‘ fore youv Aird if there open any Door for teaching fome Girls 
‘ in Womens Work, as was before propofed, inform me of ir, 
‘ and draw upon me before the Year is out, for Fifty, 6r everi 
‘ an Hundred Pounds more, and I will anfwer your Draught, 

* However, Sir'fa'fk of the Cefmmijftoners, 2.% in Rcafon you ought,' 

‘ without Regard to this private Afllftance.- 

He alfoi by the honourable Efq- who vifitetj 

him at Stockbridge in Sept ember^ receiv’d a Prefent from the Car- 
poration at Home. ‘—By 
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«-By Col. (fays Mr. Sergeant) I receiv’d 0«« 

* liundred Pound in Money. ; a kind and generous Prcfent from 
the honourable Corporation in London ior which I thank God 
‘ and them. 

About this Time, Mr. Sergeant receiv’d from Dr. Colman 
a Ceg3cy of ^en Pound, left him by the,Rev. Mr. Ward, Clerkj 
lat^ Minifter of Kinglion in New-Hamplhire (fays Dr. Colman •,) 
Minifter of Exeter lately deceas’d (fays Col. Wmthrop\ 

And from Time to Time Mr. Sergeant was reliev’d, by 
confiderable Prefents, from generous and well difpos’d Perfons. 
And without theHelps I have mention’d, he could not have pro¬ 
ceeded in his Settlement at Stockbridge, as every one will be feij- 
.fible,w.ho know that hisSalary-was hniOneHundred&.fiftyPounds 
our Money, twenty feven Shillings andfix Pence of which was then 
equ^l to but one Ounce of Silver. Was it then poflible that he 
fhould fpare one Shilling of this fmall Sum towards the Charge 
of Building, &c ? Efpecially confiderlng he liv’d in aPlace where 
all the NecglTaries'of Life muft be purchafed at a very dearRate ; 
and where his tender Heart could not but be mov’d to thieve 
the poor Indians, whofe piteous Circumftances daily, pleaded for 
them, and were enough to move a Heart much harder than his. 

It was with a very grateful Spirit, both to God and hisBene- 
faftors, that Mr, Sergeant receiv’d thofe Donations. . He 
efteem’d every Kindnefs befiow’d upon him on Account . of his 
Mijfion,. .Os Favour from Heaven, a new pbi^igayon ,ttpon 
him to be faithful.in his Work, and a Talent lot* which he was 
accountable to the Lord of all^ as in his Writings,he frequently 
ekprefs’d himfelf. - -.i ' 

He alfo'yfed his beft Endeavours,to imprpfs;uppn'^he. {Vl|ndf 
'ti i\\t %dians a grateful Sehfe ot theiKitidnefs.of th§hv 4 fnp 4 c*- 
tors j me Account of which feem'd very , much to aj^etR them. 
Arid at'theclofe of this Year they were laid under a newvObli- 
gatibn, by a generous Gift of three Hundred Pounds.froixs the 
honourable Society in England,!, Part of which, was employ’d,in 
purchafihff Ploughs, ■ ^xes, Hoes» &c. to help,Them in,carrying 
Oli' ^eir Hufbandry. Flow the Reft of the Money was expend* 
ed, does not appear from any of the Papers heforp me ; but I 
find, by a Letter from, Secretary Winthrop to Mr. SEROEANTi 
■ '■. ’ ; that 
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that he judg’d it not beft that the Indians fliould have the whole 
Donation at once, but that it fhou’d be gradually dealt out”,to’ 
them as'their Circumftances requir’d •, which I therefore fuppofe 
was the Method taken, and that it was from Time to Time us’d 
to their beft Advantage ; and I am inclin’d to think, that it was 
principally^ if not wholly, employ’d for their; Encouragement in 
Tlufbandry and Building, from a PalTage in Governor ,j5e/<r-&«r’3 
I.etter written to him on the Subject, Dec,ember 5th 1738^ 

‘-; I have talk’d with Mr. Secretary IVmhrop (fays His Ex- 

‘ cellency) of the Difpofition of theMoney Comeffom the honour- 
‘ able Company at Home,, that it may be moftly employ’d to 
‘ prqmote Labour among your People, by giving them Hufban- 
‘ dry Tools, as Axes, Carts, Ploughs, &c. to.aflift in building 
‘ Engli/h Houfes : To civilize them will be a good Introduiftiort 
‘ to the Cbrijlianizing of them. J fhall again talk with Secre- 
‘ tary Winthrop, and others of xhz CammiJJioners, that thisMethod 
‘ may be put in Pradice without’Delay.”—But after all it docs 
not appear, that they ever receiv’d the whole ; ,tho’ it might be 
fo, and Mr. Sergeant make no mention of it. , , 

The formerPart of June this Year, Ephraim ^E'; 7 /MW 7 r,Efq; and 
Mr. Jofiah Jones, brought their Families to Stockbridge, and fet-, 
tied there-, being two of the four Families,, who,,by 

Order of the General Court, were to fettle there,, for Mr. Sbr-, 
geAnt’s Comfort & Benefit of Indians, ' Lieutehant 
and Mr. Joje^h Woodbridge, were the other,wbo^came fomeTime 
after. 

In the Year 1739, feveral of the River-Indians, wlio liv’d 
at a Diftance from Stockbridge, dilcover’d an Inclination to. hear 
Mr. Sergeant preabh Some 'came-from diftaht Parts, to 
Stockbridge that End,, -othets fent for hitn to preach tb them 
it the place of their Abode. Arid Mr; Sergeant fail’d nddof 
improving all thofe Opportunities to endeavour tbeir fpiritpal 
Gobd. ^ - ' • - • ' . . ‘ 

1 Jpril i^th 1739. Mr. Sergeant return’d from Abroad, and 
in his Journal fays. ' .ov/i . * 

‘ In The mean 'Time (that is, while he waS abfent) there had 
* been,a. Stranger here from heir ihS Highlands, nam’d Mou- 
‘ mauhtiffekun, on Purj^fe, as he faidi to hear me, who had been 
Eremarkably check’d in his former Courfe of Drinking. 

‘ Lord's^ 
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. J:,\^or’d'tr-Ua)\ j^pril Z2. Pre^clAUs ufuaL ■ Thrw Strangere 
isprefent, who {aid ?hcy c^me on Furpofe to hear me preach. 
‘.„in Che Evening they came to fee me. I eadeavoiir d to cn- 
^ 'Goiirage them m feeking after God, and faid feme 1 hings to 
Econ,firm,them in Belitjf of the Being and Providence of God.. 

‘ May. 27th. This Week came ?\vo young Men from Dan- 

* bury (1 Town on the Weft Border of Conrttmciit) td hear me 

< preach : One faid he would come and live with us.— 

‘ June 3d, Thefe young Men were at-Meeting.— 

, ‘ ,ya«^ 10th. Preach’d as ufual. Prefent feven new Hearers 

< from' Kaunaumeek and the Neighbourhood, with Aunauwau- 
‘ neekbheek at the Head of them.—At the fame Time they told 
t me that the'Indians oi the Idand were very deftrous chat I would 

* come and preach to them. 1 fent Word by Aunauwauneekbheek 

* that I would, God willing, be at the IJland the 23d of this 
« Inftant; • . 

* ' June the 17th. Preach’d as ufual ; prefent fopie Strangers, 

‘ and among the Reft Maumauntijfekun—who came on Purpofe 

* to be inftrufted in the Affairs of Religion, and feem’d to be 
‘ 'ytrjf defirous of Inftruftion, and inclin’d to come & live with 
^■Hijfor that End; He is a Man of fome Charadter among the 
‘ '-Indffiih ; ‘knd‘ bf a fober and thoughtful Air., The next Day 
i l.l),id Opportunity to talk with him. I endeavour’d' to Ihevy 

theNecefllty'and Importance of Religion, encourag’d him 
^ ,w.i.th Diligence and Prayer to enquire after the Truth. 

I'i'P 24th- According.,to their Defire, laJely. fent by 
l^-!/^nge{waufitekbh<eek,^ l.pre^ch’d to iha Indians on the IJland in 
‘ Riven • , I had an Auditory of ;abouc;3D,in.teiligerit 

^^^^c?i]enij. .who, gave good Attention, and feern’d) well'pleas’d;, 
fl^efpf-pial'ljy fonje of ,thcm,:with my, CotningVi Thts.Iydiam hpra 
'* Kaunaumeek were there. Some of the Dutch People that liv’d 
tjhe,.. l^Vj^r^.Sido invjtqtPitne'dP them while I 

* ihouicl rtiy, but the Indians would not confenc to'Ix. ' AuAcm- 
\^ai^Ml]eek.,:\n would ihavv .mei;.Jodge 

Vwijthfi^ih, on tht.JJiflnd.i that I rnight ;pray,.with them Night 
‘ at^ l 4 ?rning. ——r -1 was qnter.tain ’,4 very kindly by the Indians, 
.;io. - i^.ciuefly 

-iViA * 
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* chiefly by the Care of Weenkeefquch, * who had provided for 
‘ my Entertainment, ‘tea, fmall & ftrong Bear, and a fat Lamk. 

‘ In the Evening I dcfircd them to come together to confider, 
‘ and difcourfe upon, the Affair of Religion. With them I had 
‘ a long Conference upon the Being, Perfedlions, and Providence 
‘ of God ; the Neceflity of Revelation from him in order to 
‘ inform us in his Will; the Truth and Excellency of the 
‘ Chrijiian Religion as a Revelation from Heaven, and the like. 

‘ Some approv’d of what I faid ; but three or four fhew’d them- 
‘ felves very averfe to ChrifUanity. A great many Dutch Peo- 
‘ pie were prefent at the Service, to whom I preach’d xnEnglifi : 
‘ but their Behaviour was much more diforderly than xhtlndians. 
‘ And indeed by their Behaviour they feem’d to confider the 
‘ Lord's- Day rather as a Seafon for Frolicing, than for religious 
‘ Duties. 

‘ 26. I return’d. In the mean Time lo Indians had been 
‘ here from a Place below, called Wukhquautenauk, with a De- 
‘ fign to hear me preach, 

* July I. Prefent at Meeting 17 Strangers, Men Women and 
‘ Children, from Wukhquautenauk, including the 10 above men- 
‘ tion’d, who tarried all the Week part, that they might have 
‘ Opportunity to hear me. They all came, as they faid, to 
‘ inform themfelves in the Affair of Religion. I preach’d the 
‘ fame Difcourfe I had prepar’d for, and deliver’d at the IJland. 
‘ After Service I difcours’d with them privately,perfuading them 
‘ in Favour of Chrifiianity. They feem’d to think favourably 

* of it; particularly one more than the Reft. [N. B. Wuk- 
‘ quautenauk is in Connetiicuty about 28 Miles below us.’ 

By this Account it is evident, that there appear’d about this 
Time an uncommon Defire in the ntiighbouring Indians to hear 
Mr. Sergeant ; but what Effed his Endeavours to ferve them 
had, any further than is to be learn’d from the Account above, 
I am not able to fay. 

I ftiall alfo here tranfcribe, from Mr. Sergeant’s Journal, 
fome Account of the Indians fending Belts of Wempum from one 
L Tribe 

• An Indian Woman who had liv’d at Sttciiridge, and kept Houfe for hfr. 

SaacEANT, and Mr. Weedbridge, 
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Tribe to another j as alfo the Meffages that particularly accom- 
pany’d them, that the Reader may underftand the Indian Cuftoms 
in Rich Calcs. 

‘ May xhs, 12. (fays Mr. Sergeant) Came hither ‘Jeremy 
‘ Auaauwauneekhbeek, lately return’d from the Sbewunoos, who 
‘ brought with him three belis and a dtring of kVom^um^ with 
‘ the following Meflagcs, vi%. 

‘ Firft Belt, 

* Brother Netohkum (which in our Dialeff fignifies my elder 

‘ Brother) don't think your Brother (or younger Brother) 

‘ has hid himfelf fomewhert in the floods. I deftgn to live where 

* / am, fo long as the Lord our God (hall /pare me. As often as 
‘ you look here, you Jhall find your Brother at Mukhauwaumuk, 
‘ at the great IJland, and at the River Spunnauweh. 

‘ Second Belt, 

‘ I tell you fometbing further. When I get up in the Morning, 
‘ I will plant my Corn ; at Noon it will be ripe, fo that I fhali 

* have enough to eat till Night. If he next Morning I do the fame 
‘ agioin, and fo from fime to‘fime,.as long as God Jhall give me Life 

* and Strength. 

This was deliver’d withew Half ol the Belt; with the other. 
Brother, don't hide any good Thing from me. 

* Third Belt, 

* I tell you fomethmg further (both in the dual Number io 

* Indian) Let us with Confultation feek that which is good and 
‘ when we have found it, let us hold it feji, as long .as God our 
‘ Lord Jhall preferve our Lives. And let us always teach our 

* Children that which is good. 

‘ This Word your Brother that dwells at Mukhau waumuk, and 
‘ your Brother of the great IJland, and at the River Spunnauweh, 

‘ and your Grandfather (that is, the River Indians that live intcr- 
‘ fpers’d among the Showanoos) tellytu fo. 

‘ The String of Wompum brought an Anfwer to what our 
‘ Indians fent to them fome Time ago. 

‘ Brother, I thank you for your Word of Advice, you told me 
‘ drinking was not good. I now leave it off, and you Jhall not find 
‘ your Brother drunk again. 

! The 
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‘ The Mcffenger added, that they adlually had made a Law 
. againft buying any Rum of the Traders, and had broken fome 
, Cags in which they had brought it to them, and fpilt the Rum. 

‘ ’January 20th 1739,40. Preach’d to a large Auditory, con- 
‘ filling of many Stranger?, who were gather’d together here 
‘ with a Defign to promote, and confirm, a League of Neutra- 
‘ lity among the feveral Tribes of Indians in North-America, in 
‘ Cafe there fiiould be a War between England & France, which 
‘ was then expedfed. ThisTn'^e had, about two Months before, 

‘ receiv’d a Meffage, which then came diredly from the Scatte- 
‘ kooks, which imported that the French EngHlh Mohawks 
‘ had already confented to Hand Neuter. And this Fribe were 
‘ now defir’d to come into the Projcdlion. They therefore pre- 
‘ par’d three Belts of IVompum, with diftinfl MefTages to each. 

‘ Two of the Belts were to be fent to a Tribe of Eaftern Indians, 

‘ that live at a Place they call fVtanJhekaunhtukko. The third 
‘ to a Tribe ftill further Eaftward, at a Place they call Naunau- 
‘ choowuk, (the fame I luppofc which is generally in New- 
‘ England, call’d Norridgewock.) It will perhaps be thought an 
‘ excufeable DigrclTion to infert thofc Speeches in this Journal. 

‘ With the firft Belt they fay, 

‘ Brother, We have always liv'd in jlriSi Alliance with you by 
‘ Leagues of Friendfhip, long ago enter’d into by our fore Fathers 
‘ and we have been wont from Time to Time to confult together 
‘ what is beji to be done, and to communicate our Determinations 
‘ one to another : We therefore depend upon it you will be willing 
‘ to hear us, becaufe we have been always Friends. 

‘ Second Belt, 

* Brother at Wtanfhekaunhtukko, By this we may know we 
* are Brethren, becaufe we have one Father in Heaven, the Lord of 
‘ all. Let us have a tender Regard te our Families. The white 
‘ People, with whom we refpebiively live in Alliance, are about to 
‘ efiter into a War. We only defiroy ourfelves by medling with 
‘ their Wars. They are great and firong, and reach to the Clouds. 

‘ Let us fit and look on when they engage. Don't let any of your 
‘ People ajfijl in their Wars. And while they fight, let us fit and 
‘ fmoke together. ^ 

L 2 ‘ Therefore 
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« nerefore three of your Brethren fend you this Mejfage, from 

* the Highlands, Monhekun, and Scattekook. 

‘ 1 hiid Bek, 

* a/Naunauchoowuk. hough you had begun a War 

• with the Englifh, jca would regard us, if we jhould defire you to 
‘ leave off. You will without Doubt not intermeddle if we infiji 
‘ upon it. May be, the Englifh think the Indians prevent their 

* conquering their Enemies, French ; therefore let us fit and 

• fmoke together, and fee who will be Conquerers.' 

A very juft and rational Scheme this, and, had it fucceeded, 
would have been much to the Advantage of the Indians, as well 
as to us. But there is little or no Profpea of fuch a Neutrality 
taking Place, fo long as the French have fuch an Afcendent over 
many of them. 

Though the Indians had, for fome Years paft, improved the 
interval ‘Land at Stockbridge -, yet it was not divided to them,, 
that every one might know and improve his own Property, till 
this Year. In May Seffion of the General Court, the Indians pre- 
fer’d a Petition to the Affembly, that it might be done ; and they 
accordingly appointed Col. Stoddard, and Ephraim Williams, Efqj 
to divide the Land to them j which they did to the Sacisfa6tion 
of the Indians. 

Augujl 16. Mr. Sergeant was married to Mrs. Abigail 
Williams, eldeft Daughter of Ephraim Williams, Efq; lately fet¬ 
tled at Stockbridge, a Gentlewoman whom he tenderly lov’d, and 
juftly efteem’d as one of Heaven’s greateft Bleffings ; of which 
(in a Letter to Dr. Caiman) he fpeaks as follows. 

‘ You will forgive me. Sir, if I think that moft ingenious 

* Woman-is not the fmallcft Gift of divine Bounty, that I 

* have receiv’d, fince I undertook a Life tho’t to be fo felf- 

* denying. The more tenderly I love her, the more thankful 

* I am to Heaven, who has form’d her as if on Purpofe for me, 

* and given her to me, as if, (like the Father of Mankind) he 
‘ tho’t it not good for me to he here alone And in her he took 
the greateft Satisfaftion the Remainder of his Days. 

But to return. 

The Gifts Mr. Sergeant this Year receiv’d were no fmall 
Help to him, in defreying the neceffary Charges of a Family. 

June 
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June the 17th he writes. ‘ This Week I recciv’d/car Pounds 
‘ Jifteen Shillings from an unknown Gentleman in England. 

‘ June 26th. This Week by Capt. miliatr.s I receiv’d from 
‘ the Rev. Dr. Colman, of Mr. Holden's Charity, twenty Pounds, 

‘ Mr. IVoodbridge alfo the fame Sum. 

‘ Dr. Colman had been inform’d thatMr. Sergeant was about 
‘ Marrying, and therefore fays to him in a Letter of June ift ; 

‘ As I Icnow theExpenCe of fettling yourfelf in a D welling, &c. 

‘ fo it lies with you. Sir, now to command, as, and when you 
‘ pleafe. The Refidue of the Money for the current Year is in 
‘ Col. fVinthrop’s Hands. At the fame Time I do now fend 
* forty Pounds, twenty for yourfelf, and twenty for Mr. Woodbrtdge, 
‘ by the Hand of Ephraim Williams, Efq-, your worthy Neigh- 
‘ bour, out of the Money of the honourable 5 a»«ae/ Holden, Efq; 
‘ of London, in my Hands. And it is his Pleafure, I ftould 
‘ alTift you in the Service you are labouring in. And if you 
‘ have Need of further Affiftance this Year, iox yourjelf, or Mr. 
‘ Woodhridge, be not backward, but timely in letting me know 
‘ of it; and your Draught fhall be anfwer’d to the Sum of an 
‘ Hundred Pounds. 

In anfwcr to which,Mr. Sergeant wrote July 17. as-follows. 

._Your Offer of Affiftance to me, and Mr. Woodbrtdge, 

‘ from Mr. Money, is exceeding kind ; tht forty Pounds 

‘ Capt. Williams brought us was very welcome. The Expenee 
‘ of fettling ourfelves is indeed very great. You are fenfible the 
‘ Value of Bills is fallen confiderable fince our Salaries were 
‘ granted. And tho’ we are not in Circumllances of diftreffing 
‘ Want, yet fuch Affiftance as you offer would be very accep- 
‘ table. I covet not Wealth -, but would gladly live as free as 
‘ poffible from the perplexing Cares of Lite, that I may attend 
‘ the proper Bufinefs of my Calling without Diftraftion, which 
‘ truly requires the moft prudent and diligent Application. 

Accordingly, in a Letter to Mr. Sergeant of November 10. 

the Dodlor writes. . , n j t x/r 

‘ I prefent to You and Mr. Woodbrtdge, eighty Pounds oi Mr. 
‘ Holden's Monty,fifty Pounds for you, and thtrtyPounds ioxMr. 

‘ Woodbridge. -If your Salary will not anfwer for theSupporc 

‘ of yourFamily, you muft- tell the Commijfioners fo by 
^ tary Winthrop. 
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* You need not let them know the AlTiftance added by me ; 
‘ that is but an occafional Thing. You ought to have a Sup- 

* port from the Commifftoners -What I’ve done for you and 

‘ Mr. fFeodbridge has hitherto pleas’d Mr. Holden weiJ, and he 
‘ adds his Prayeis for you in every Letter, and has, I doubt not, 
‘ your conftant Thaiikfgivingto God for him,and Supplications 
‘ on his Behalf, as he earneftly defires.'- 

It was with a humble and grateful Spirit that Mr. Sergeant 
receiv’d thefe Donations. In his Letter to the Doitor, of Juh 
17th he fays. 

‘ In every Letter you write, I fee more of your native Good- 

* nefs, and the Power of divine Grace, which has made you fo 
‘ great a Bleffing -, and may it long continue you fuch. I blulh 

* to think how little I deferve the good Opinion you are pleas’d 
‘ to entertain of me ; and how unworthy I am of the divine 

* Bounty, and repeated Benefadlions of Men oi Charity, Partak- 
‘ ers of the divine Nature. Pray for me that I may haveGrace 

* faithfully to ufe the Talents committed to my Truft. 

In another Letter of December 26th. ‘ I receiv’d_the 

‘ fifty Pounds you was pleas’d to prefent me with, out of Mr. 
‘ Holden’s Bounty, for which I am moll thankful to God, to you, 

* and to that worthyGcntleman.whofePraife is in all theChurches! 
« Your Letter is fo full of Kindnefs it almofl- confounds me.’ 

* I blufh to confider how little I delerve the leaft of all that 
‘ Goodnefs God is pleas’d to beftow upon me, thro’ the Hands 

* of his Servants. May ten Thoufand Bleffings, from theFoun- 
‘ tain of Life and Joy, crown the Heads of my Benefadors ! 
‘ And may I have Grace given me to improve every 7 'alent to 
‘ the Glory of my Lord and Mailer ! 

The Meeting-Hou/e, built for the Indians, at the Charge of the 
Province, was now fo far compleated, that on November 2^th 
(which was a Day of publick Thankfgiving through the Province) 
the Inhabitants met, and attended the publick Worlhip in it. 

The Indians being much addided to Drunkennefs render’d it 
necelTary, that Mr. Sergeant, and others concern’d for their 
Good, fhould ufe ail prudent and proper Meafures to prevent 
their running into Excefs. Accordingly they mov’d to the In¬ 
dians, to rcllrain ihofe among themlelves, who were wont to 

make 
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make Gain by bringing Rum into tbe Place, and felling it to 
others ; which the well dlfpofed Ittdiam freely came into 
and agreed upon a Penalty of Forty Pounds York Money 
to be laid upon thofe who fliould do it. Thofe alfo who kept 
Taverns in neighbouring Places, and had fold Drink to fuch 
Indians as were given to Excefs, they reprov’d, and endeavour’d 
fo dilTuade them from a Praftice which prov’d fo hurtful to the 
Indians. But fome evil-minded Perfons,among the Englijh 
Dutch^ made a Handle of thofe Things to difguft the Indians ; 
telling them, that this was an unreafonable Incroachment upon 
their Liberty j that thofe who abridg’d them of the Liberty of 
ufing Drink, would by and by incroach upon their other Liber¬ 
ties } that they. were us’d worfe than Slaves •, that they were 
treated as if they were Dogs, and the like. By thefe Infinuations 
the Indians (who are as fond of Liberty, as of ftrong Drink) 
were much difturb’d, and fome of them went into great Degrees 
of Excefs •, and New-Year’s Day being at Hand, which the 
Dutch frequently honour by being Drunk upon it, by whole 
Example the Indians were eafily led into the Praftice, Mr. Ser¬ 
geant was greatly concern’d, left it ftioiild be a Day of great 
Diforder with them ; to prevent which he took a very prudent 
Method; which I ftiall give in his own Words. 

‘ December 3pth 1739. Preach’d as ufual, and propos’d to 
‘ have anExercifeof publick Worftiip on New-Year’s Day,now 
‘ at Hand : for I fuppofed the Indians defign’d to have a great 
‘ Frolick on that Occafion, after the Manner of the Dutch in the 
‘ neighbouring Government, whole Example they are very apt 
‘ to follow : And I thought to have a publick Exercife on that 
‘ Dayitli® likely Method to prevent fuch Excefs ; whidi 

‘ accordingly fucceeded. For on thatDay (January the iftj the 
* Indians were univerfally at Meeting, and there was no Drinking 
‘ at all, tho’ ithere was plenty of Rum in the Town. Which 
was a rare Iriftancc of Moderation at that Scafon. 

Tho’ there were fome difordcrly Perfons among the Indians^ 
who were too free with ftrong Drink, yet this was what the grea¬ 
ter Part of them lamented, and they ftill, in the general, conti¬ 
nued to behave well. 

Their Number at from Time to Time increas’d, 

by the Addition of new Families from Abroad ; fo that from 

about 
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about 50, the Number when Mr. Sergeant went among them, 
they were now increas’d to 120. 

Mr Sergeant in his Journal of March 27th 1740. fays, 

* The whole Number of Inhabitants is 120. Our Number 
‘ is increas’d by the Addition of new Families, but reckoning by 
‘ Births and Deaths the Number is fomewhat leffen’d ; which 
‘ has one Year with another been theCale ever fince I have been 
‘ acquainted with thefe Indians’ 

Tkis perhaps is the Cafe of the Indians in general, who live 
bordering- upon, and among the Englifh. Their Numbers do not 
increafe, but in feme Places they are diminifh’d &.come almoft 
to Nothing. For which divers Reafons may be affi^gn d, 
viz. Their Intemperance. They are fo often Drunk, bothMen 
and Women, that it is doubtlefs ruinous to the Conftitutions 
both of Parents and Children.—Their great Irregularity in Diet, 
may be another Reafon for they frequently go without eating 
any Thing two or three Days, and when' they come again where 
it IS to be had, they cat an immoderate Quantity, fet no Bounds 
to their Appetite, but croud down whatever they can.—Again, 
"When they arc fick, they take little or no Care of themfelves, or 
of one another -, for fo long as the fick Perfon can ftand and 
walk, he goes out of Doors upon all Occafions, be it Rain or 
Snow, or whatever the Weather is, and whatever Diftemper 
he is exercis’d with. And in the mean Time they make ufe 
of few, or no Means to help the Sick. It is aWonder therefore 
that they be not all fick, and that any recover when they are fo! 

In a Letter of September 8th Dr. Caiman inform’d Mr. Ser¬ 
geant of the Death of the honourable Samuel Holden of London, 
and adds. ‘ So that Spring of your Comfort and Support, is 
‘ cut off. Blefl'ed be God that it run fo long, and fo fully !’ 
But yet the Dolior once more afiifted Mr. Sergeant and Mr. 
Woodbridge, by fending them fome Thing of what remain’d of 
that Gentleman’s Money. In a Letter of December 20th he fays. 

‘ What I am able to do at prefent, is, to deliver into Mr- 
‘ Brown’s Hands, twenty Pounds of Mx.Holden’s Money for you. 
‘ and tenPounds for Mr. IVoodbridge.’ TheReceipt of which Mr- 
Sergeant acknowledg’d in a Letter of March 17th following- 

! 
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‘ By Mr. Brown, I receiv’d your obliging Letter, with the 
‘ Money and Books you fent. My Obligations to you increafe, 
‘ and my Gratitude, I hope, in'fome Proportion : But God for- 
‘ bid that I fhould forget the Fountain of Good from whence 
‘ every Stream flows 1 My Heart and Eye, I truft, are to him 
‘ who has put it into your Power and Heart to help me. 

‘ The Funeral Sermon on Mr. Holden’s Death, is excellent, 
‘ which I read with great Pleafure. f How happy for, and be- 
‘ neficial to the World, are fuch large Improvements in Grace ? 
‘ How honourable to Religion and the glorious Author of our 
‘ Salvation } May many fuch Ibining Examples of Piety and 
‘ Vertuc appear in the World, to inftruft the ignorant, to re- 
‘ prove the vicious, and to encourage theHearts ot the faithful.’ 

The Lieutenant's Wife, of whom Mr. Sergeant has divers 
Times fpoken, as a valuable & virtuous Woman, died July 14, 

‘ 3. comfortable Hope {Jzys Mr. Sergeant) ot eternal 

‘ Life ; fpending her laft Moments in exhorting her Hufband 
‘ and Children to Godlinefs.’ And wben Mr. Sergeant vifired 
her a few Days before her Death, and at her Defire pray’d with 
her -, flie told him fhe was content to die, hoping by thatMeans 
to be free from Sin, which was now her Burden ; and if her Life 
was lengthen’d out, it was likely, thro’ Temptation, fire fhould 
be prevail’d upon to commit more Sin. 

The Captain's Wife alfo, whom Mr. Sergeant efteem’d a 
pious Woman, died the March following of a Confumption. 

‘ March the 29th. This Evening (fays Mr. Sergeant) died 
‘ Kunkapol's Wife, having enjoyed, all along in her Sicknefs, a 
‘ good Hope thro’ Grace of a happy Eternity.’ 

In the foremention’d Letter of March 14th 1741. Mr. Ser¬ 
geant firfl: propos’d to Dr. Colman, his Thoughts of fetting up a 
Charity-Houfe, afterwards call’d a Boarding-School, for the Edu¬ 
cation of Children in Labour and Induflry, as well as Learning. 
Experience taught him that the Indian Cuftoms and Way of 
Living, were great Impediments to the Progrefs of Chriftianity 
among them, and their behaving agreable to tfieir Proteflion : 
for theMcn live an idle & indolent Life, which is very unfriendly 
to Religion •, it being their Cuflom for the Women to do all the 
M Work, 

f Dr. Colman'i Funeral-Sermon on the Death of Mr. Htlden, preach’d before 
the (StHtral yljimbtj, and printed at their Deitre, and by their Order. 
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Work as getting Wood, Planting, Howing, &c. The Men ge- 
Slly eafem it a Shame for them to follow any other Bufinefs 
Z It of Huntivg. Hence the Women cannot, if they would, 
be acquainted with Houfewifry, being oblig d to carry on all the 
Bufinefs abroad. Mr. Sergeant’s Defign therelorc was better 
to reflate their Conduft in that Refpea by taking their Chil¬ 
dren, when young, and training up, both Sexes, inBufinefs proper 
for them, that wlien they fliould be grown up, .‘^ey might be 
both able and willing to provide for themfelves in a Way of 
licence and Induftry, which would in great Meafure free them 
from many of thofeTemptations, by which they are now infnar d j 
and enable them to make a much better P.gure than they now 
do, or can do, while they continue entire by angers to all the 
Arts of Induftry and good Living, and indulge themfelves in 

^‘^'‘‘'T'have (fays Mr. Sergeant to the Doctor) entertain’d 
‘ Thoughts (and they have made a ftrongimpreffion on my Mind^) 

‘ of attempting to fet up a CharityHoufe, for the Inftruaion ^of 
‘ our LidiM Children, both Boys and Girls, in Bufinefs and In- 
‘ duftry, as well as in Reading, and Writing, and the Matters 
‘ of Relimon. Whether the Motion be from God, Time will 
‘ make m°ore manifeft. I fhould be glad of your Opinion of 

• the Thino-. This 1 believe Mr. Hollis expcded would be the 

• End of h?s noble Beginning. The Defign, I am certain, is 
‘ aood -, whether it be feafible, you may be a better Judge than 
« T. It is what I have tho’t of for a long Time ; but fuppos d 
‘ the Jcaloufies of the Irtdians would be a Bar in the Way •, but 
‘ hop’d that Difficulties of that Nature would vaniffi withTime. 
‘ I have kept the Defign to myfelf, nor have I ever mention d it 
‘ to any of the Indians. It may perhaps now be Time to adt 
‘ upon it. I doubt not but I can procure a good Accommoda- 
« tion of Land for fuch a Purpofe. The Charge I know would 

• be confideiablc but after a While it is to be hop’d, with the 
« Blcffino- of God, they may be able to maintain themfelves, at 

• lead: ii?<^reat Meafure. If I ffiotild attempt fuch a Thing, I 
‘ pray God fpare your Life to affifl; in it, by your Advice, 

• Prayers, and Influence with your Correfpondeny Abroad ; and 

‘ 10 introduce me into their Acquaintance.-’ 

Dr. 
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Dr. Colman fecms to receive thePropofal witli fome Surprize, 
yet blelTes it ; and 1 hope a Eleffing is in it, and pray God it may 
attend it : tho’ at prefent it wants Encouragement. 

The Doilor in a Letter of April 4th replies, 

‘-Dear Sir, What mean you by your projedled Charity- 

‘ Houfe ? The God of Frankius lead and animate you, own and 
‘ fuccced you. I ihou’d wifli to live to afTift in it by the Will 
‘ of God. But it needs not at all my living to help it. If the 
‘ Motion be of God, he will find Hands. He makes Hearts, 
‘ forms Purpofes in them, and means to execute them. As 
‘ Nathan faid to David, fo I am willing to encourage you to 
‘ hope, God is with you. We muft not be fuddcn neither ; wc 
‘ may projeft what others may execute. A good Motion (fay 
‘ they) feldom dies inParliament; and fliall it inProvidence ?—’ 

But I muft leave this Affair, for the prefent, to attend Mr. 
Sergeant in a long Journey of about 220 Miles, to Sufquahan- 
nah-River, where he went with a Defign to open the Way for 
a Million to the Shonawoos Indians, fo call’d, who live upon that 
River, in Penjylvania Government, and about 50 Miles from 
any Englijh Inhabitants. 

But bccaufe I find the beftAccount of Mr. Sergeant’s Pro¬ 
ceedings in this Journey, given in a Letter, to George Drummond, 
Efq; of Edinburgh, Prejident of the Committee of Directors, for 
the Society for propagating Chriftian Knowledge, I lhall firft here 
infert a Letter from Mr. Drummond to Mr. Sergeant, and then 
give his Anfwer, in which the Account of his Journey is con¬ 
tain’d. Mr. Drummond's is as follows. 

Reverend Sir, 

‘ In the Courfc bf Correfpondence, with a View to fee if the 
‘ Society for propagating Chriftian Knowledge could be any Way 
‘ ufeful, in fending the glorious and eve.dafting Gofpcl among 
‘ the Indians, among whom Satan’s Kingdom has remain’d fo 
‘ long undifturb’d, we have heard with great Pleafure of the 
‘ unwearied Pains you take in Labours of this Kind, in which 
‘ our common Lord is pleas’d to honour you with great Suc- 
‘ cefs. We defire to blefs him for it, and to offer up ourPrayeri 
* for the Continuance of his Prefence with you, and for the Pre- 
t fervation gf fo ufeful a Life. 

Me ‘I 
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‘ I have the Command of the Society’s Committee of Bireiiors^ 

‘ as their Preftdent thr the Time, heartily to congratulate you 
‘ on this Account, and to exprefs the Satisfaftion they have in 

* the Profpea of the Help you gcnerouQy offer to give the 
‘ Miffionaries we purpofc to fettle for the forwarding that good 
‘ Work. The Rev. Mr. Dickinfon, and Mr. Pemberton^ giye it 

* as their Opinion, that Forty Pound'Sterling per Annum is the 
‘ leaft fuch Gentleman can fubfift on. The Committee tranfmit 
‘ this Propofal to the general Meeting, which meets next 

* Month, with their unanimous Opinion that it fhould be gone 
‘ into } and we hope the Society will agree to the employing of 
•. Eighty Pound per Annum tor the Support of two Miffionaries 

* in your Parts. We have defir’d the Gentlemen to fend us x 

* Lift of proper Perfons to correfpond with us on the Subjedl of 

* this MifSon ; to be authoriz’d properly by the Society for that 
‘.End. But 1 am particularly order’d, by the Directors, to in- 
*• treat you will favour us with a particular Correfpondence with 
•- yourfelf, which be pleas’d to commence with an Account of 
‘ what Advances Chriftianity has made among the Indians 

* hitherto, and to continue the Hiftory from Time to Time. 

‘ Tt>e more particular you are, it will be the more obliging. If 
‘ you pleafe to addrefs.your Letters to me, I will lay them be- 
‘ fore the; Committee. I am with great EJieem, 

Reverend S;>, 

Edifl-burgb;, Tour mojt. obedient humble Servant, 

Feb. 9th 174.0., George Drummond. 

To the foregoing Letter, the following is Mr. Sergeant’s 
Anfwer, 

Sir, 

‘ Your Favour oi February 9th came to Hand a few Days ago, 

‘ which has laid me under Obligations to Tou, and the honour- 
' able Csww/V/cf of for the kind'and undeferv’d good 

‘ Opinion you are pleas’d to entertain of me, & for yourPrayers 
‘ Cwhich I highly value) offer’d on my Btthalf, to the God of' 
‘ all Grace, 1 afk your continu’d Prayers for me, that I may' 

* have Grace to be found faithful' and fuccefsful, in promoting" 
‘ the Kingdom of our glorious Lord, who has honour’d me 

‘ with fo great and important a Truft, as that of Preaching the 

‘ cverlafting 
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‘ everlafting Gofpel, where his Name has not been known ; and 
‘ rn which, thro’ the Grace of God, I’ve Reafon to hope my 
‘ Labour has not been altogether in vain. 

‘ There appears to me a fair Profpedl of a happy Miffion to 
* a rribe of Indians in ftridf Alliance with ours, known by the 
‘ Name of the Showanoos, living in the Province of Penfylvaniay 
‘ about 220 Miles diftant from us ■, to whom our Indians have 
‘ recommended the Chriftian Religion ; but as yet have receiv’d 
‘ no direft and particular Anfwer : Only they have heard, that 
‘ what they fent occafion’d much Talk among them ; and that 
‘ fome propos’d the fending of two or three of their Children 
‘ here, to be inftruflcd in Chriftianity, in order to teach them. 

‘ It was of thefe Indians, I fpake to the Rev. Mr. Dickinfon 
‘ laft Fall ; letting him know, that I defign’d, by the Favour of 
‘ divine Providence, to make them a Vifrt, and to endeavour to 
‘ open the Way for the gtorious Gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrifl 
‘ among them ; and delir’d his Intereft and the Rev. Mr. Pem- 
‘ berton’s witjr your honourable for the Support of fuch 

‘ Miffion, if God fhould open the Door for it. 

And now I thank God, and you, into whofe Heart he has- 
‘ put it, to contribute to this charitable Defign ; which I pray 
‘ God in his infinite Mercy to fucceed, to the Glory of his Name 
‘ among the Gentiles, and to the Honour of his Son, who is made 
‘ Head ever all Phings to the Church. 

‘ Forty Pounds Sterling is indeed the leaft a Gentleman em- 
‘ ploy’d in iuch Service can expedt. It is very neceflaryUnder- 
‘ takings of this Nature fhould be well fupported, that the 
‘ Miffionary may have no other Concern, than to attend the 
‘ Bufinefs of his Miffion, in which he will find he has Work 
‘ enough to do, and muft put on Refolution not to be fhaken 
‘ by im'all Oppofition. I intend (God willing) before Winter 
‘ to make my propos’d Vifit to I'tioit Indians, alter which I may 
‘ be able to give you a more particular Account. But now 
‘ proceed, according to your Defire, to give a Hiftory of the 
‘ Advances Chriftianity has made among us. 

The Hiftorical Account here fpoken of,Mr. Sergeant fent to 
the honourable ■ Society in Scotland, but had no Time to take a 
Copy of it, as he inform’d the Rev. Mr. Pemberton of New-Tork 
to whom he fent it, to be tranfmitted to Great-Britain, Had a 

Copy 
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Copy of it been kept, it would have been a very great Help to 
me in compofing thjs Work ; tor Mr. from his own 

Papers, Memory, &c. doubtlefs, was able to give a much better 
Account of Things than 1 can poffibly do, from the few Papers 
before me : and without Doubt he gave a very jutf and corredl 
Account of what pafs’d Irom the Beginning- of his Miffion to 
that Time. After his Hiftory he goes on to fay, 

‘ Thus, Sir, I have given an Account of the Frogrefs Chrif- 
‘ tianity has made here, with fome general Account of our pre- 

* fent State of Affairs. I began to write prefently after I re- 

* ceiv’d your Letter in July laft, and defign’d to have prepar’d 
‘ the Anfwer to yours, and fent it before Winter; but the afflic- 
‘ ted Circumftances of my Family prevented me then, and by 
‘ one Interruption & another, I have not been able tofinifh it till 
‘ now. I have been fo particular, that, perhaps, I fhall be 

* thought tedious. In this Point I hope your Candour will ex- 

* cufe me. I have omitted a great many Particulars. 

‘ You will cafily perceive, in the Perufal of this Journal, that 

* the Indians arc a very difficult People to deal with ; whoever 

* undertakes to have much to do with them, had need to fortify 
‘ himfelf with an oblfinate Patience, Oppofition I always ex- 
‘ pedted, but met with it in Inftances where I dreamt not of it, 

‘ and lead expedted it. The Devil has always his Temptations 
‘ and Inftruments to promote his Caufe. A Number we have, 

‘ I hope, that are truly converted. ; 

‘ Our Affairs are now in a good and flouriffiing State, confi- 
‘ dering the Oppofition the Gofpel has met with, efpecially from 

* fome profeffed Chriftians ; 1 think, the Frogrefs it has made 

* has been extraordinary. May God own his Work and blefs it. 

‘ I purpole, by the Favour of God, fome Time next Month 

* to make my Vifit to the Showanoos. What I meet with among 

* them I will tranfmit you an Account of. Let me have the 

* Bleffing of your Prayers, that, however unworthy, I may be 

* made an Inftrument of promoting the Kingdom and Glory of ■ 

* our blelfed Lord. And may God crown all your pious and 
*■ charitable Defigns with happy Succefs, and you finally with 
‘ immortal Glory. And grant me thcHonour of being reputed, 

Stockbridge, 5 /r, Tour mojl obedient^ 

afpn/29. 1741. Humble Servant^ 

. ) JOHN SERGEANT. 
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Mr. Sergeant, according to his Purpofe, fet out on his 
Journey, accompanied by fome of his Indians, to the hhowanoes. 
May the 26th. June 3d he arrived at Safquahannah. June yth 
lie preach’d to the Indians living on Delaware-River, as he re¬ 
turn’d from Safquahannah. And June 20th he got Home. 

Thefe brief Hints he has given in his Journal; and in a 
Letter of June 23d to Gecrge Drummond, Efq; he gives the fol¬ 
lowing more large Account. 

Stockbridge, June z^d 1741. 

Sir, 

‘ I am juft return’d from where according to 

* my Defign, I have been,in order to open the Way for the Pro- 
‘ pagation of the Gofpel among the Sbowanoos : il found the 
‘ Place about 220 Miles diftant from us, about 50 from any 
‘ Englijh Inhabitants, and the Road to it exceeding difficult. 

‘ The Mefiage we carried was this, 

‘ Brother, who have feen fo many Mornings here at Mukhhau- 
‘ waumuk, you live in Friendjhip with our Grandfather, our League 
‘ reaches as far as the great Ifland,a«(f the Rwer Auwukfauntuguh. 
‘ The Reafon of my coming, is, becaufe I diflike our Way of living ; 
‘ our Father above does not approve of it, we weary out his Patience. 

‘ Tou always Hand in the Prefence of our Father, and he would 

* have hisChildren turn about to him, I am come to turnyou to him. 

If you pity your Body Soul, you will receive the Chriftian Reli- 

‘ gion. It is always the Priviledge of an elder Brother to teach his 
‘ younger Brother, if he knows any Thing that is Good. If bis Bro- 
‘ ther be loft, he will tell him. This is the Way to Life. 

‘ The enlightening of the Eyes is in the Chriftian Religion. Tou 
' will fome Time come to know that we have been loft. Tou will 
‘ fee what it is to live in Heathenifm, if your Eyes are open'd. In 
‘ the End of the World you will fee a Good prepar'd if you embrace 
‘ the Chriftian Religion in Truth ; and if you believe it not, you 
‘ will fee a Punifoment provided. Formerly our Fore-Fathers us'd 
‘ to fend Mejfages to one another, but their Speeches were Nothing. 
‘ They were wont in the Conclujion of their Speeches to fay, now I 
‘ fee the Sun at Noon you Jhall always fee clearly -, you Jball fee 
‘ Nothing amifs : But thefe Things which they fpake in Darknefs 
‘ were Nothing. The only true Light which enlightens the Eyes, 
‘ is the Chriftian Religion. 

J Bretheit, 
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« Brother, this is our <reacher we have brought him with us, 

« thinking perhaps he may open your Eyes a little, that you may fee 
‘ the (Vay to eternal Life. We wijh you would hear him. He is 
‘ our elder Brother. 

‘ Lhis Meffage your Brother at Mauhekiin fends you : He likes 
‘ the Chriftian Religion. 

‘ It muft be noted that the Showantos call our Indians their 
‘ elder Brother, and ours call them their younger Brother. 

‘ When we had deliver’d this they retir’d a litile 

‘ While, and then brought in their Anfwer ; which was to this 
‘ Purpofe. 

‘ It is true, we have one Father above, and we are always in his 

* Prefence. “The Indians have one Way of honouring and pleafing 
‘ him, and the White People have another -, both are acceptable to 
‘ Him. I am glad to hear from my Brother, and to cultivate 
‘ Friendflsip with him. He fhall always find me here if he has any 

Meffage to fend : But Chriftianity need not be the Bond of Union 
‘ between us. As for your Teacher I cannot underfiand him. If 
‘ I could underfiand him, it might be well to bear him ■, but he 
‘ fpeaks in an unknown Tongue. 

‘ It was eafy to fee, by this Anfwer, they had no Mind to 

* receive Chriftianity. However, I defir’d them to hear fome- 

* thing I had to fay, and they agreed it fhould be then imme* 

* diateiy. I went out alwut half an Hour to prepare my In- 
*• terpreter, by reading my Difcourfc to him. When I came in 

* again, I found many of them difpers’d, and while I was fpeak- 

* ing their Chief went out. They gave no ferious Attention at 
‘ all to what I faid. When I had done, they prefently fell to 

* talking, and reproaching Chriftianity 5 and fhew’d an utter 

* Avcrfion to it. I would have enter’d into aDcbate with them, 
‘ and endeavour’d to remove their Prejudices,and anfwer’d their 

* Objcftions ; but they would hear Nothing of the Matter. I 

* found they had ftrong and invincible Prejudices againft Chrif- 

* tianity,at leaft theProteftantReligion •, deriv’d, it Ihou’dfeem, 

* from the French, and confirm’d by their own Obfervation of 
the Behaviour of that vile Sort of Men the Traders, that go 

* among them •, for they faid (which I believe is an unhappy 

* and reproachful Truth) that they would lie,cheat, and debauch 

* their Women, and even their Wives, if their Hulbands were 
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‘ not at Home. T^a<y were ‘ furthex prejudic'd .agaioft Chrip 

tianiry from the inhofpitable Trcatmeni tliey had fometime». 
met with from thofe who call themfelves Chriftians. They 
laid .the Stnnicas (a. Tribe pf Indians much under the Influence 
‘ of thegave them their Country where tlrpy now iiyea, 
‘ but charg’d them .withal never to receive Chrift'ianity from 
‘ The French fpread tlieir Influence far and wide, and indeed' 
‘ I believe (which I was not fo much aware of before this Jour- 
‘ ney) that they have fcatter’d their Poifon among all xht Indians 
‘ of North-America, and have .been the Means of ftiring up that 
‘ Jealoufy and Sufpicion among our Indians^ which has mad?, 
‘ us fo much.-Difficuky in dealing with them : for they tell them 
‘ that theDcfign of i\)£ Engli/h is to inflave, and then todeftrpy 
‘ them, under the Pretence of making them Chriftians, By 
‘ thefe ftrongPrejudices, I found them fo averfe to theReceptioa 
' of Chriftianity, that I wm difcouraigld.in the Attempt, and fo 
‘ left them,.,.pi!tying their Ignorance., and praying God to open 
‘ their Eyes. 

‘ When I returned to Delaware, I got the Indians inhabiting 
‘ therc,together,.and .preach’d to them in ourDialedb.which they 
‘ could underftand without an Intcrpratcr. They were about ?o 
‘ inNumber to hear me, who gavc a very diligent Attention., .and 
‘ feem’d to be mov’d, had no Qbjc6ti©ns to make, but were de- 
‘ firous of further Inftruifbion. 1 preached to them twice. The 
‘ whole Tribe is about +oo in Number but is much difpers’d, 

‘ having no Accommodation of Land-, but I have engaged fome 
‘ Gentlemen to endeavour to provide for them in that RetpeiS,: 

‘ which, if it can be efFc6led,to their Satisfaction, there is a hopc- 
‘ ful Profpeft of a fuccefsful Miflion among them. I have drawn 
‘ out a Journal containing a particular Account of thePrqpaga- 
‘ tion of Chriftianity among us, which I have fent to the Rev. 

‘ Mr. Pjcmberton, to tranfmit to you, which ! hope will go fafe. 

C/r, 1 am your mojt obedient, &c. 

JOHN SERGEANT. 

2a George Drummond, Efqt 
at Edinburgh, 

A generous apd charitable Spirit Mr. Sjrg« ant difeover’d 
in this Vifit to the Showanoos ; a tedious Journey it was, and 
muft of Ncctffity'bc .df confidcrablc 'Expencc to him y and his 
N Reward 
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lieAvard « doubdeft with God -, the* that 
ther'd. t But from Men he receiv’d not any Thing as aConli 
deration of his hard Service. _ j r u 

.. As Mr. Brumwnd, in his foregoing Letter, 9 ^" 

of the Diremrs, that Mr. Serge aMt would favour them w'th » 
particular Gorrefpondence, and that he would it by givin^^. 

diem an Hilforical Account of the Frogrefs Religion had made 
among the Indians, &c. So Mr. Sergeant comply d with their 
Dcfires, fent an Hiftorical Account, and wrote the foregoing 
Letter. But I find no Return he ever had from Mr. Drummond, 
or any other Member of that Society, nor any further Correfpon- 
dence with it •, except a Letter Mr. Sergeant wrote to the 
Prefident, for the Time, of that Society of May the 18th 1749. 
defiring, if it fell within their Sphere, that they would affift m 
promoting the Boarding-School, then begun at Stockbrtdge Whe¬ 
ther Mr. Sergeant’s Letter fail’d by the Way or what elfe 
happen’d to prevent a. friendly Gorrefpondence, I ,am not able 

'°Sne Time before this,Mr. Sergeant wrote to Dr. Colman, 
defiring he would procure for him Dr. IVatts's. Works, except a. 
few Pieces already in his Hands; which I fuppole the XJuiJZcr 
did without Charge to Mr. Sergeant. Before this I find him 
acknowledging, in a Letter to the Dodlor, the Receipt of Dr. 
kVatts upon Prayer. And June ift 1742- Dr. Colman fays to him. 

* I inclofe for you twenty Pounds out of the Bounty of Madam 
« Holden and Daughters, to aflift in your Support,in your Angular 
« Services tor the Kingdom of our Lord & Matter. With this 
» 1 fend you alfo two Parquets containing fix more Volumes of 

* Dr. Watts'% Works -, oncPacquet contains Humane Underjland- 
‘ ing, The World to come ; and the life and Aoufe of the Paffious. 

* The other Pacquet has his Strength S 3 Weak- 

* nefs. Heaven and Hell. I put in a Sermon of Dr. Sewall's,, and 

* Dr. Chauncey’s, and my own. 

And to (hew the Candour and Gratitude of Mr. Sergeant, 
inhere tranferibe the Subttance of his Letter to the Dolior on this 
Occafion. 

Reverend Sir, . 

^ ’Tis fcveral Months fince I receiv’d your Letter by Mr. 

* Williams, with twenty Pounds^ for'which ray Thanks have been 

‘ due, 

f Ifai. 49. 4, j. 
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I due, and fhould have been return’d before now, had I not 
; waited for thePacquet that I might, being affe.hed With greaS 
^ Gratitude, return my Thanks with double Zeal. Theljooks 
‘ rrad acceptable Prefent; nor have 

‘ Dr. U//T’s SpinT""^^ than julf to have a Tafteof 

‘ When I (]^ak of Dr. fVatts'i Spirit in his Writincr* I mean 
‘ fometh.ng the moft excellent to be found in Humane NaTure 

‘ and "a?'' P'g"''y ^ there is fomething fo juft 

; and .at.onal, and at the fame Time fo modeft, candid 5 
^ generous in that Gentleman’s Sentiments, that they ftronglv 
. the Mind, and engage the Attention and Affeaiom^ 

‘ “ Candour and fuperbr Devo- 

^ non ftewd itfclf m all Writings, efpecially of Divines and 
reign dm the Heart of every Chriftian : hL many necdlcft 
‘ Controverfies would be ended by it ? And how much finful 
^ Divifionceafe in the Chriftian World? Alas! how muchNeed 
‘ Tr Candour and Largenefs of 

‘ I’-T^r^ura’ ‘^■^tT>evotion muft be left accep- 

table to God, which fubfifts in a Soul confin’d and narrow m- 
wards Its Fellow-Men. May divine Grace enable me to be 
wilcr and better by thofe Means Providence by you has put 
int^o my Hands, to make me fo ; and may the BlelTings of 
God reft on you for all your Kindnefs to me. I am aftiL’d- 
to deferve fo little of the generous and benevolent Notice you 
have taken of me : But I know ’tis your greateft Satisfadiott 
to do G^d ; nor will Heaven forget to reward theBcnevolcnce 
of your Heart, how little foever I have merited your kind 
Notice. Forgive me. Sir, if Gratitude conftrains me to write, 
what perhaps will. bemfFcnfive to that Modefty, which almoft 
makes you forget your good Deeds. I thank you particularly 
tor your own Sermon, and am glad to find in it fo juft a 
Cenfure of fome Things, which unhappily darken the Glory 
ot what has appear’d to bear fo many Marks of a divine Work 

‘"‘‘^'^Land.--1 have the Satisfadion to inform you, 

that there^feems to appear a more than common Spirit of 
icrioulnefs and Reformation among our Indians, and a pretty 
general Difpofition among the Indians in thefe Paru round 
about us, to receive Inftruflion.-. .. «* 

N 2 Dr. 
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Dr. CelmaH,.hemg acquainted -widi Mr. Sergeant’s Dcfign 
cf retting up a Bearding,Scheel at Siock!irjdge,^s before rekeed, 
inform’d the Rev. Mr. IJaac Hcllh of it, 'who was difpofed to 
encourage it v as appears from the DoSor's Letter of tieptemher 
27th 1742, to Mr. Sergeant, in which are the following 
Raflages. 

‘ Yellerday came to me |andther Letter from the Rev. Mr. 

‘ Hollis, wherein he exprefles hisWonder and very greatOffence, 

* that nothing mote is done by us here in New-England, for the 

* Propagation of Chriftian Knowledge among the Heathen | 

* which declares, he thinks, we have no Care for their Souls. 

* You. at Bsjion (fays he) might fave it out of your fine Hollands, 

* Silks, and Laces,zndt fuperfine IVaollen Cloths ; and have a School 

* creded iar Heathen CEMetn in Imitation of what he haseffay’d 
‘ already. As to our fuperfluous Expences, I muft anfwer and 

* plead guilty ; but as for the Schocl,xhc Difficulties attending it 

* from the Indifpofition of the Indians to fend uheir Children, or 

* thofe to come if a School were open’d, I muft leave you ta 
‘ lay before him. The good Gentleman promifes to lend a 

* lielping Hand to fuch a School, if it were fet up here. 

That charitable and generous Gentleman Mr. Hollis, had been 

at the Expence of about two Hundred and eight Pounds Sterling, 
in the Space of about four or five Years, for the Benefit of the 
Indians zi Stockbridge, which was then upwards of oneThoufani 
Pounds our Money •, as appears from a Palfage in Dr. Colman’s 
Return in Compliance with Mr. SkEGEdNT’s Requeft. yluguji 
20th 1743, the whole of which will by and by be inferted. 

The Paffage is, 

‘- Novetnher 19. 1736. 1 . receiv’d from Mr. Hollis, his 

‘ Bill on Co\. Wendell, la tp&y fifiy-JEt. Pounds BwtWng for the 
‘ Education of 12 Indian 'Qbyi it Heujatxmnak, naditr the Care 
‘ of the Rev. Mr. SEROERdt?. And Augi^ 15.' 1738. I had a 
‘ fecond Order from him for three Hundred C? forty-three Pounds 
‘ our Money. And again May 17. 1740. a third Order for 
‘ four Hundred and forty’feven Pounds nine Shillingt. —-- ' 

But what have we done in Comparifpn of him ? Have any 
of our wealthy Proteffors put to their helping Hand to this lau- 
(iable and glorious Defign ? While he has been at the EKpcnce 
®f maintaining 12 Boys, has any private Gct>dcniaii in NeW’Eng¬ 
land 












1742 Hiftorical Memoirs, ^c. 95 

hnd been at the Expcnce of maintaining one ? If therefore Mr. 
HoUis had been inform’d how little we do, is it at all ftrange that 
he fhould exprefs his li'wder, and very great Offence, that nothing 
more is done by us here in New-England for the Propagation of 
ChriSiian Knowledge among the Heathen. 

Mr. Hollis alfo, in the forementioned Letter to Dr. Colman, 
defir’d an Account from Mr. Sergeant how his Money had 
been expended, and to what Purpofe i Mr. Sergeant therefore 
wrote tG him, and not only gave him a particular & fatisfaftory 
^Account how his Money had been laid out, but alfo of what 
Advantage it had been : That feveral of his Scholars had made 
great Frogrefs in Learning, &c ^— But Dr. Caiman having 

tranferib’d the Subftance ol that Letter, in Ihs Recommendation 
of Mr. Sergeant’s Propofal of 4 more effedgal Method for 
the Education of Indian Children, which will come in hereafter, 
1 fhall not infert it here. 

The Difficulties which Mr. Sergeant apprehended would 
attend fetting up a Boarding School,viz. the unreafonable Jealou- 
fies of the Indians, vanilh’d more and more, and he now tho’c 
them ripe fof fuch a Propofal ; and therefore wrote to Dr. Col~ 
man upon that Subjedt, January 24th 1742,3. 

—_I am much pleas’d with Mr. Hollis's Projaflion for a 
‘ School —wrote to you a Year or two ago about that Matter;— 
‘ then tltought that the Indians would not bear fuch a Defign ^ 
‘ but now their Temper, cfpecially of late, feems to bfe much 
‘ alter’d for the better, and a moie than ordinary Spirit of Reli- 
‘ gion feems to prevail. Thanks be to divine Grace for it! I 
‘ am now of Opinion there is little or nothing on the Part of the 
‘ Indians here, and in their Neighbourhood, to difeourage fuch 
‘ an Attempt, And if you think it worth while (as indeed I 
‘ think it is) to undertake fo great'a Thing, ! pray you, either 
‘ by yourfelf, or by the Affiftance of feme PViend that has a tuyn 
‘ of Mind for fuch Projctlions, to draw up a general Plan of a. 

* School for the Education of Indian Children -, wffiich (hall pro- 

* vide not only for their Inftruftion in Learning, but alfo in La- 

‘ hour ; and fend it to me, and I will try the Temper of the 
‘ Indians it. You may make fomfe guefs of the different 
‘ Temper prevailing now among the Indians, from what did a 
‘ few Years ago by this, that two of out young Women, not 
‘ ■ ! long 
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‘ long fincc, of their own Accord, dcfir’d me to provide them 

* Places among the Englifh, that they might live with them, 

* and fupport themfeJves by their own Labour, in order to Jcarn 

* theEnglifli Languague & Manners j tho’ a few Years ago they 
‘ would not be hir’d to it. And, accordingly, I fent two of them 

* to Northampton, where they liv’d contented as far as I know.—- 
And in another Letter of Jpril 7th he adds upon the fame 

Subjeft. 

‘-You will find in what I have written to Mr. Hollis,^ 

‘ that I have propofed the Affair of the free Boarding School to^ 

* the Indians, and that they are mightily taken with it. I wait 
‘ with Impatience for an Anfwer to what I wrote you laft. 

What Mr. Sergeant wrote to Mr. Hollis, he fent unfealed to 
Dr. Colman, to which the Dolfor has Kefpea; in the Beginning of 
his Letter oi May the i8th 1743. to Mr. Sergeant. 

Reverend and dear Sir, 

‘ Your’s of January 24th, and Jpril 7th, are before me. I 
‘ made no Anfwer to the firff, waiting for your’s to Mr. Hollis, 

‘ which has been long in coming. I have cover’d it to Mr! 

‘ will be very acceptable to him. The Account given 

‘ of the happy Difpofuion among your Indian young People, both 
‘ Male and Female, is admirable ; and 1 give thanks with you 
‘ to the bleffed Spirit of God. I hope it will encourage Mr 
« Hollis to go on ; and I purpofe to afk Mrs. Holden's Leave to 
‘ apply One Hundred, our Currency, towards your proieded 
‘ Boarding-School. I hope the Commijftoners oi Bojlon will make 
‘ fome Allowance towards it. Ani 1 lhall be ready to join here 
‘ in a Sublcription for fome annual Contribution. But as for 

* my drawing up a general Plan, as you defire, of fuch a School, 

c ■’ ‘■^‘y yourfelf to do it. 

You mult needs have a more clear Idea of the I'hing than we 

* here can;—that Religion and Labour go together in it, i.s, to 
be fure, molt natural. I pray God to bring forward fuch a 

‘.Foundation.:-- Old as I am, I have fent a Copy of your 

€ ^ Hollis, urto Dr. Jveiy, to communicate it to the 
Indian Corporation at London ■, . and the fame I have copied out 
< for the ammiftoners here at Bofton. It may be my laft Ser- 
^ Vice, and I hope will be a^ood one/ 

Dr. 
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Dr. Cclman having declin’d drawing up i general Plan, &c. 
and defiring Mr. Sergeant to do it •, he accordingly, in aLctter 
of Auguft the I ft, wrote his Propofal of a more effeftual Method 
for the Education of Indian Children, &c. which was as follows. 

Stockbridge, Augujt i. 1743. 

Reverend Sir, 

‘ I now fend you a general and rough Draught of thatDefign 
‘ for the Education of Indian Children, which I have fome Times 
‘ formerly hinted to you, that I had formed in my Mind, with 
‘ a Eejire, that you would communicate it to the World in as 
‘ publick a Manner, as poflible, and with fuch Recommendations^ 

‘ as you may think proper. 

‘ What I propofc therefore in general is,to take fuch a Method 
‘ in the Education of our Indian Children, as lhall in the moft 
‘ cfFedtual Manner change their whole Habit of thinking and 
‘ ading; and raife them, as far as poffible, into the Condition 
‘ of a civil induftrious and polifh’d People ■, while at the fame 
‘ Time the Principles of Virtue and Piety lhall be carefully in- 
‘ ftilled into their Minds in a Way, that will make the moft 
‘ lafting Imprefiion *, and withal to introduce the Engltjh Lan~ 

^ guage among them, inftead of their own imperfed and barbt- 
‘ rous Biakdi. 

‘ And to accomplilh this Befign, I propofe to procure an Ac- 
‘ commodation of about 200 Acres of Land in thisPlace, (which 
‘ may be bad without any Coft of the Indian Proprietors) and to 
‘ cred an Houfe on it, fuch as lhall be thought convenient for a 
‘ Beginning i and in it to maintain a Number of Children and 
‘ Youth (not under ten, nor above twenty Years of Age ;) and to 
‘ have them under the Diredion, Care & Tuition of two Majlers, 

‘ one to take the Overfight of them in their Hours of Labour, 

‘ and the other in their Hours of Study •, and to have their Time 

* fo divided between Study and Labour as to make one the Di- 
‘ verjion of the other, that as little Time as polTible may be loft 
‘ in Idlenefs. It will, 1 think, be necelfary, there fhould be two 
‘ Mailers for this Purpofe, becaufe it will be too tedious a Talk 
‘ for one. I propofe that the Fruit of their Labour lhall go to 
‘ their own Maintenance, and to carry on the general Defign j. 

* except perhaps fome particular. Prrffw'wtpj put of the Profits of .> 
‘ their Labour, if it can be afforded, to encourage Industry. I 

‘ propofe 
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« propofe alfo to have a Stock of Cattle, &c. maint^ned on the 

* Place for the fame Purpofe. . _ . 

‘ I propofe to take into the-Number, upon certamLonditions, 

‘ from among any of the ^riiej of ladiam roundabout ; that 
« by Means, under the'Blelfing of God, the Principles of 

* Vertue artd Chldftian Knowledge may be fpread as far as pofll- 
‘ blej which, perhaps, in a Courfe of Years may,' by the 
‘ Grace of God, theWay for the Propagation of Chrilfianity 
‘ to the remottSi bribes. 

To lay the foundation, and to Juppcrt fo great a-Defign as 
‘ this, will, without Doubt, coft a gre^ Deal of Money ; the 
« Supply of ‘Which altogether upon the Smiles of divitie 

‘ Providenu, and the Charily of good People, who may think 

* proper to favour it. 

The Need of fome fuch Defign as this, is very obvious to 

* all that are in any Meafure acquainted with rheDirpofi-tion and 
‘ State of the Indians in America. It is well known, that Vertue 
‘ ‘and Piety make but a pw Prop-efs among them in the Me- 
‘ thods that have hitherto been ufed to promote thefe Ends. 

‘ Nor can 1 think of any Thing fo likely, as what is here pro- 
» ‘poted, in human Probability, to reel cat rheir vicious Habits, 

‘ ahd to change their whole Way of Living. I hope therefore 
« the apparent Goodnefs of this Defign will recommend it to all 

* charitably difpofed Perfons, who would gladly -honour God mtb 
‘ their-Sulftlince and that it will approve itfelf to, and be pro- 

* moted by, Perfons of all Parties •, fmce it is a Defign generous 
« in Its Intention, and calculated for the common Good of a 

* ‘nfSrymiferdble ‘and degenerate Pari of-our Raise, and has no Party- 

* in it at all. 1 perfuade myfclf thertlfore that all thofe 

< who are concerned 'for the Glory of our common Maker, and 
«' rhe Father of the Spirits of all Flefh, and for the Honour of oUr 

* common SAVtou'R, to whom the Heathen are given for his In- 
‘ %eriianee, and the HMCfl Ends cf'the Earth for'kis Poffeffion, or 

< that ate only infpircd with the generous Sentiments of Com- 
*‘fdjfion te fte Miftrabk, "wWi unite in promoting the 'Defign 

< 'h'ete prOpOfed. 

^ If pR'OVtDEtJtE encourage and fucceed this Defign, and a 
‘ fund fufficierit to tarry it'ofi, can'be procured, I purpofe to 
enlarge‘/ifc fo'as to tikcln Girls^. as well as ‘Boys, 

<10 
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‘ to be educated in a Manner fuitable to the Condition of their 
‘ Sex i for I think the Cultivation of both the Sexes has a natural 
‘ Tendency to improve each other more eafily and fuccefsfully. 

‘ 1 defign the Difeipline to be ufed with them lhall be as ftridl 
‘ as thofe will bear, who know nothing like Government among 
‘ themfelves, and have an Averfion to every Thing that refirains 

* their Liberty. 

‘ I know it is apt to be fufpebled in fuch Defigns, pretended 
‘ to be for the publick Good, that there is fomc Self lnterefi at 
‘ Bottom, which Is the Spring of the Motion. If the World 
‘ fufpebl any Thing of this Sort in the prefent Projeiiion, as fome 
‘ no Doubt will} and the rather, perhaps, becaufe it has been 
‘ amufed with Projections of this Kind, which have appeared to 
‘ many meer perfonal and feljijh, or, at bed only Party Defigns, 

‘ I know not how to give any further Satisfablion for the prefent, 

‘ than to declare folemnly that I have no other Aim, than the Good 
‘ of the Indians, and that I have no Expectation of any perfonal 
‘ Benefit at all, more than the meer Satisfaliion of being inllru- 
‘ mental, under Goo, of doing them fo great a Kindnefs, and 
‘ rendering them a more happy Society by cultivating Humanity 

* and Vertue among them. 

‘ That the Indians, in general, are a People difficult to be re- 
‘ formed from their own foolijh, barbarous, and wicked Cuftoms, 

‘ the Unfuccefsfulnefs of Attempts upon them for this Purpofe is 
‘ a melanchoily Proof, which though it may appear dijeouraging 
‘ in further Endeavours ; yet, 1 think, to a generous Mind it 
‘ fhould rather be improved as an Argument to form and execute 
‘ new Projeliions for this Purpofe. And indeed, perhaps, thC 
‘ Neglebl of promoting Indujiry among them is the chief moral 
‘ Reafon of fo little being done to Purpofe in forming their Man- 
‘ nets. And therefore, I hope the Want of wiffid for Succefs in 
‘ other Attempts will be no ObjeHion with any that defire to be 
‘ Benefabiors to Mankind, againft contributing their Part to this, 
‘ which.I think,has fo apparent a Tendency to promote Mupy 
‘ and Humanity among a barbarous People. But tho’ 1 think 
‘ the Defign here propofed has the probable Appearance of 
‘ proving/«r«/i/«/, yet I do not flatter my felf with any Ro- 

* mantick Expebiations of accomplilhing all the Ends propofed 
‘ at once; nor is it to be expebfed, in the ordinary Courfe of 

O ‘ Things, 
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* Things, but that a greatDeal of Cojl and Pains with Refpedi: to 
‘ many particular Perlbns will be loft. This is what happens of 
‘ Courfe in allDefigns of thisNature : And yet, it is to be hoped", 
‘ fame Good will be done : Nor will the Benefadors loofe their 

* Reward with God, though the Dcfign fliould not be crowned 
‘ with all the happy Succefs might be wilhed and hoped for. 

* The meet Sufpicion, that the Defign in the Event will prove 
‘ unfuccefsful, ought not, I think,, to dijcourage the Attempt. 
‘ How many are there, that fruftrate the very Grace of God itfelfi 
‘ How many with Refped to whom ChriSi has died in vain ? 
‘ And yet (to fpeak alter the Manner of Men) this was no Hin- 

* drance to his laying diovin .bis Life for Sinners. He indeed 
‘ has obtain’d all the Recompence in the Salvation of Souls, 

* which he had in his Eye ; and GOD all the Glory of his bene- 

* volent Purpofes. He fees the Fruit of the Travail of his Soul, 
‘ and is fatisfied. Nor will 2iny Benefabiors htxt loofe the Praije 
‘ and Reward of their gracious Intention and Endeavours. (See 
‘ Ifa. xlix. I, —6.) 

‘ It may perhaps with fome be an Ohjebiion againfl: attempting 
‘ any Thing ol this Sort, that the Indians are a bafe, ungralejul 

* People, infenfible of Kindnefles done them. To this I reply, 

* that though it be true, that this is the bafe, ungrateful Tcm- 
‘ per of Indians, yet I think it is rather an Argument in Favour 

* of a Projedion calculated to promote Humanity among them, 

* than otherwife : For the Objedion fuppofes them to be greatly 
‘ debafed, and Ihews the Need there is of cultivating a Soil fo 
‘ barren, or rather a Soil fo over-run with hateful Weeds, and 

* pricking Thorns. But wh tever Weight this Objedion might 

* have with others, certainly it ought to have none with a Chrif- 
‘ tian,m\\o \% coTcvecrAwAtii. xo imitate the Beneficence of his hea- 
‘ VENLv Father, who does Good to the Evil and Unthankful. 
‘ Had thisConfideration fway’d theMind of our blefledSAViouR, 
‘ vfould he ever have fhed his Blood for thofe, wfio purfued 
‘ his Life to Death ? Nor did God refufe to diftinguifh the 
‘ Ifraelites with his peculiar Favours from all the Families of the 
‘ Earth, becaufe they were an ungrateful ftiff-necked and rebellb- 
^ ous Houfe. 

‘ I would have it thought from 1 have written above, 
,* that all that has been done here, to introduce Chriftianity and 

‘ goad 
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« good Mannersjhas proved alrogeiher in vain for, through the 
’ Grace ot God, fome Effeils have attended ciir Labaurs 
‘ here : And, the Indians feem now well prepared [for the Execu- 
‘ tion of what I have here propofed which their Jealouty would 
‘ have been an effebtual Hindrance to a few Years ago. 

‘ i lhall be glad of the Thoughts oi candid and ingenious Gen- 

* tlemen communicated to me tor the Improvement of the Heftgn. 

* here propofed : And fhall be ready to anfwer any Series that, 

* may he made in Relation to it. 

‘ Thus, Sir, you have what I dcfire may be communicated to. 
‘ the publick from me. It will be well perhaps that you fhould 

* preface this with fome general Account of what Mr. Hollis, has 
‘ done^ and what he expected from this Country in Profecution of 
‘ his Uefign -, which was what fuggefted to me the Defign pro-. 
‘ pofed above. Some Gentlemen feem to be of Opinion, that this 
‘ is not an happy Time to fet fuch a Defign on Foot i which .for 
‘ ought I know is true ; but I do not think it beft to pcjlpone it 
‘ on that Account. For who knows when we fhall have a better 
‘ .Time ? It is poffible it may be worje. Nor would I wifh to 
‘ have your bleffed Master take you from us, ’till you have 
< help’d in laying this Foundation alfo for the Increafe of Glory. 
‘ to his Name by promoting this Scheme^ on which I confefs my 
‘ Heart is much fet, and which will (I hope) profper the better 
‘ iox your countenancing it. 

‘ I thank you for your kind Letter, and for the Pamphlets that, 
‘ accompanied it, and am, 

with great Honour and Reverence 
your mojl obliged 

humble Servant, 
JOHN SERGEANT. . 

Hadley, Augufl 9. 

‘ P. S. As I have tho’t it necefifary there fhould be fome. 
‘ Perfons propofed to receive and difburfe the Monies, that may 
‘ be collected for the Purpofe above, I have thought of theHon.^ 
‘ Col. Stoddard, and Col. Porter, the Rev. WLr.Edwards of North-^ 
‘ ampton. Major Williams, and Col. Oliver Partridge fox this Pur- 
‘ pole } with whom I have converfed on the Affair, and have 
‘ their Confent to be propofed as Perfons willing to take this 
‘ trouble on them. Which you may, if you pleafe, fignify 
‘ to the World. J. S, 
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Dr. Colman's Return in Compliance with Mr. Sergeant’s' 
Requeft, is as follows. 

Bofton, Attguft 22. 1743. 

* It having pleas’d my Rev. Brother thus ofenly to addrefs and 

* oblige me,l do moft willingly publifli his Letter: And if wjr 
‘ Name and Hand can fervc in any Meafure to promote the happy 

* Foundation which his Heart is fet on, (I humbly hope under 

* fome fpecial Influence from above) I give them with all my 
‘ Heart ; with Thankfgiving to GOD who many Years ago was 
‘ pleas’d to incline my Honour’d Friend and Rev. Brother Mr. 

‘ Ifaac Hollis (then of London) into thofe Bounties to us, which 

* are now ifluing in this Propofal of a Boarding-School for the 
‘ more effeliual Inflruliion and Education of the Indian Children in 
‘ the tVeliern Borders of our Province. 

‘ It was about theYear i73i,2.thatMr. Ifaac Hollis, (Nephew 
« to Fhomas Hollis, Efq; the great Benetador to Harvand College, 

* and foon after his pious Uncle'% Deceafe) fent me a Hundred 
‘ Pounds Sterling, with his particular LireUions how to diftribute 
« and lay it out; adding, ‘ that he had feen many of my Letters 
‘ to \I\%'Uncle and his to me, which now led him into his Writing 

* to me, and this his Gift to us. 

‘ In theYear 1734, when he had feen the printed Account of 

* the Ordination of Meflieurs Parker, Hinfdel and Secombe, and 
‘ their Miflion to the Indian Fribes on the Eaflern and Weliern 
‘ Borders of New England ■, Mr. Hollis then earneftly made me 
‘ a moft generous Offer of twenty Pounds Sterling per Annum, for 

* Ever, for the Support of a fourth Mifftonary ; but inFaithfulncfs 

* I advis’d againft fuch aDifpofition of hisMoney j & as earneftly 
‘ propofed to him the Application of it for the Support of a 

* Mfftonary thro’ the wide Spread of the deflitute Settlements I 

* had heard of in the Province of New-Jerfey j but he did not 

* approve of my Advice. 

‘ Within two Years after this, I heard of a very promifmg 

* Door opening for the Gofpel among the Indian Tribe at Houfa- 
‘ tunnuk,znA that a Perfon of Mr.SERGEANT’sCA<jri7i57cr- forPie- 

* ty andLearning, (then one of the Tutors in Tale College in Con- 
‘ nebticut) was willing to quit his Fellowjhip and the ProfpeSi he 

* reafonably might have of one of the ^ri?Settlements our Country 
^ could afford him, in any of Our vacant Churches and to de- 

‘ vote 
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‘ vote himfelf to the Glory of Chriji in the Service of the Souls 
‘ of thofe ^ooT Heathen Families ; Whereupon I immediately let 
‘ Mr. Hollis know, that now I could freely and earneftly advife 
‘ him to fix his twenty Pounds Sterling per An. for the Support 
‘ of this Mijfion : 

‘ In to thisMotion, 19. 1736. I receiv’d from 

‘ Mr. Hollis his Bill on Col. Wendell to pay 56 /. Sterl. for the 
‘ Education of twelve Indian Boys at Houfatunnuk, under the Care 
‘ of the Rev. Mr. Sergeant ; and Aug. 15. 1738. I had a 
‘ fecond Order from him for 343 /. our Money ; and again May 
‘ 17. 1740. aOrder for 447/. 9J.; ("Errors exceped.) 

‘ Upon this gracious Call, and bountiful Direliion of Divine 
* Providence, Mr. Sergeant has been laying out himfelf gladly 
‘ from Year to Year,in the Strength of GOD, in the Truft com- 
‘ mitted to him, with Caution, Care and Diligence, according to 
‘ theMeafure o^Wifdom given him from on High ; whence every 
‘ good and perfeSl Gift comes down, both the Heart and Oppor- 
‘ tunity for the doing Good. 

‘ On the Sixth of May 1743. Mr. Sergeant cover’d to me 
‘ a Letter to be forwarded to the Rev. Mr. Hollis, giving him a 
‘ particular Atcount, of the laying “ out his Moneys for the 
‘ Maintenance of his Boys -, and of the Methods he had ufed for tlie 
“ cultivating Humanity, and '-iuixoAMcmosIsQ Englifh Tongue and 
“ Manners among them, and for their Proficiency in Knowledge, 
“ Vertue and Piety by which Means, through the Bieffing of 
“ GOD, feveral of them are affedled with a Senfe and Rehfh of 
‘ Divine’Things •, and 0«r of them in particular has made 

dinary Progrefs in his Learning, and appears truly pious, and 
“ has been Angularly ferviceahle to him, ajjijiing him in his Tran- 
“ ftations Expofitions and Applications of the Scripture ; and 
“ allb very helpful among t\it young Indians in & general religious 
“ Concern that has of late prevailed among them.” Mr.SxRGEANt 
‘ adds, “ that this young Indian is already well (qualified to keep 
*• School among his Countrymen ; and within a few Years will 
“ probably be fit to be a Preacher of the Gofpel to them. 

‘ Two or three other of his Boys, Mr. Sergeant fays, are 
‘ ferviceable in improving the Refi of the Indians in Knowledge 
‘ and Virtue j and he adds, — “ that it had been a continued 
Series of unwearied Kindnefs to tie Indians, that had at length 
^ “ intirely 
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'* inlirely overcome their Jealottftes and Sufptctons ; and ^ an 
“ almoft univerfal Difpofttton in them to "h , 

‘ He then inform'd Mr.“ that he has had m hisMind, 

“ for fome Years, to fet up free Boar dtog-Schooliov the Educa- 
“ tion of Indian Children, in which he propofes that they be 
“ brought up to La-jour as well as Learning and theExerciks 
» oi Devotion ■, with which Propofal the Indians feem to be 
“ mightily taken being fenfible of their Folly m their being 
“ formerly fo backward to improve the Advantages put into 

‘*^Upon all,Mr. Sergeant adds his “ Prayer, that Almighty 
» Power may effea the merciful Purpofe of Sovereign Grace 
amoncr them !—” and then concludes with a tree and noble 
‘ Declaration to Mr. Hollis in the following WordSj^ 

“ Sir As to your making any Allowance to Me, tor my Care 
and 'Prouble, of which you fpeak in your very obliging Letter 
“ to me, I neither ajk nor defirc it, and beg of you mt to think 
“ of it • for I fhould indeed be afiamed to accept any Thing ot 
» you (though my dated Allowance is not large) but yotir Inter- 
“ cejfmis at the Throne of- Grace tor me, ot which I ftand m 

» great NeedWe can never be thankful enough to You, 

“ under GOD, for having put it in our Power to do fo much to 
“ promote our general Defign. Through your Liberalities, 

“ \hankfnvings abound to GOD, who I am fare will rewarpour 
“ Charity ; and I doubt not but Generations to come will blefs 
- your Name, nod you will find your 

‘ I was fo charm’d with the Spirit and Contents of thisLetter, 

‘ that I took a Copy .o^ it betore I Jeal'd it up, nod forwarded it 
‘ to Mr. Hollis : And not only fo, but eld as I am, and unapt 
‘ now to tranfcribe, yet I wrote feveral Copies, and fent one to 
‘ an Honourable Member oi the Corporation at London, who have 
‘ the Didribution of the Indian Fund ; another to the worthy 

• Secretary of their HonQUTahle-.CommiJftoners here at Boflon ; and 
‘ yet a third to a Rev. Miniiler. in S(o;lifnd, if \\e. kes good to 
‘ communicate it to ihk S(cret4ry oi the Ho.nourible 5 ««tf;iTor 
‘ propagating Chridian, Knowledge nt.Edinburgh ;■ and after all 

• I publifh’d it \n.the-Weekly G>.rijlia» HiH^ry, at Belion, No. 19. 

• So that I have in- a Manner abundantly anjwered^ 

Mr. Ser.g£ ant's Requeji to me in his prefent Letter before ic 

‘ came i 
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• came ; and gone beyond all he could imagine or expcft from 
‘ me, in Way of prefacing and recommending his pious Defsgn and 
‘ Propofal. And I can truly add, that I Ihall account my ftif 
‘ honour’d by GOD in my advanced Age, If I may finilh my 

• Courfe of Services to my Csa«/rj,and the Churches of CHRIS t 
‘ here, by miniftring now under my dear younger Brother,\n this 
‘ his fervent devoting his Life and Powers to the Glory ot GOD 
‘ in the Salvation of the Heathen. 

‘ I even dare therefore to recommend Him, and his propofed 
‘ Boarding-School, not only to the pious and Charitable among 
‘ ourfelves,nor only to thofe of theDenomination of New-EnglatH 
‘ in our Nation and Provinces ; but alfo (might it not be thought 
‘ prefumptuous) even to the moft Honourable Societies for p- 7 pa- 
' the Gofpel and of Chriftian Knowledge in London & Edin- 

‘ burgh, for s\\€\x Affiflances iQ zProjeSiion truly Catholic, 

‘ and without refpebl of Parties -, which I hope the Divine Pro- 
‘ vidence may be laying by the Hands of his Servants, Mr. Hollis 
‘ and Mr. Sergeant, in this obfeure Corner of our Province at 
‘ Stockbridge, alias Houfatunnuk, for a more effectual Entrance 
‘ among ths Indians than we have yet feen. 

‘ But there are two or three Things more, that I find my felf 
‘ obliged to hint ar, before I conclude the prefent Writing. 

‘ One is (as Mr. Sergeant requefts of me in his Letter j to 
‘ intimate to the Publick Mr. Hollis his Expediations from Us 
‘ here in New-England. And indeed,in feverd of his Letters to ' 
‘ me, he has wrote with fome Difeouragement of Spirit on this 
‘ Head “ Why IVe, a People of fuch Name for Religion, do 
'• not exert our felves more in Profecution of like Effays for a 

more effedlual gofpelizing the Heathin round about us ? And 
“ now that He has advanc'd as he has done for the Education of 
“ a Number at Houfatunnuk -, he hears of none of our rich Men 
“ falling in with their Affiftances. 

‘ This has been Matter of Stumbling to him, and I willi the 
‘ Block may be now removed by the Contributions of many to 
‘ the School propofed : which may be an Odour of a fweet Smell, 

‘ a Sacrifice acceptable and pleafmg to GOD. 

‘ Another Thing fuggetted by Mr. Sergeant, and a moft 
‘ wife and neceffary one in the prefent Cafe, is — “ his taking in 
“ Girls as well as Boys, if Providence fuccecd the Defign, and a 

“ Fund 
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‘ Fund fufficient to carry it on,can be procured:”! muft needs add, 

‘ on this Head, that this Propofal is a Matter of abfolute Ne- 
‘ cefTtty, wherein we are not left at Liberty either as Men or 

‘ Chriftians; for there cannot be a c/among 

‘ any People without an equal Regard to both Sexes 5 only 
‘ becaufe Females are alike precious Souls, form d for GOD and 
‘ Religion as much as the Males but alfo becaufe the CareJor 
‘ the Souls of Children in Families, and more cfpccially m thofe 
‘ of low Derree, lies chiefly upon the Mothers for the firft 
‘ or eight Years : Which is an Obfervation or Remark, which I 
« had the Honour to make unto my dear and honour’d ancient 
‘ Friend Henry Hewman, Efq; Secretary to the Honourable and 
‘ Reverend Society for promoting Chriftian Knowledge ; which 
‘ when he had communicated to nem, they put it into Print, 

‘ and rent it to the Direftors of the 1764 Schools ■, (if I have 
‘ not mifeounted) that fo a greater Proportion of Girls might be 
‘ taken into them to receive a religious Eduction for the fake 
‘ of their Posterity, and therein for the more effedtual anfwering 
‘ the very End of their Charity-Schools. By which Injiance I 
‘ received the following Injlrublion “ What an unknown and 
‘ untho’t of Good, a Man may do by a ftngle & occafional right 
‘ Tho't or Line ■, it proving in the Cafe before me, as if I had 
‘ wrote 1764 Letters to the Diredors of fo many Schools, for the 
‘ Service of Pofierity, and in Favour of Female Children : And 
what added a rhoufand fold more to the Virtue & Force of my 

* Line, was the Approbation of fo venerable a Body of Gentlemen, 

‘ and their Recommendation of it to the Obfervation of the Over- 

* feers of their refpedive Schools. , „ or • 

‘ I have now only to add upon Mr. Sergea'nt s Poftfcript, 

‘ _ that the Gentlemen whom he has nam'd to receive & dilburlc 
» the Moneys which may be given for the building and lupport of 
‘ his Boarding-School, are Perfons of known Charabier among us 
‘ for Integrity and Honour ; to whom I only wifh may be added 
‘ the Rev. Mr. Stephen H'illiams of Springfield -, whom it plealed 

* GOD to ufe fo much as a ze^ilous and laborious In^trumont ot 
‘ the Settlement of the Gofpel at Houjatunnuk. 

‘ Now Fhanks be to GOD for ihis Unfpeakable Gift, a right 
‘ liberal Heart and Hand, in one Part of his Church and another. 
‘ No Longue of Man can fully fpeak of it! or enough celebrate 
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‘ it ! Unfpeakable is the Good done to theWorld by it ! unfpeak- 
‘ able is the Glory redounding to the Name of CHRIST from 
‘ It ! and alfo the Good to our fehes in it and from it is un- 
‘ fpeakable, both thro’ the Life that now is, and in that which 
‘ is to come ! Only th^Day 0/CHRIST can reveal the Glories 
‘ and Joys awaiting it thro’ a blelTed Eternity : ^'—Lord, when 
‘ faw we thee hungry and fed thee ? or thirfty y gave thee Dr ink ? 
‘ — ^^t-ily in as much as you did it unto one of the leall of thefe 
‘ ye have done it unto Me. Benjamin ColmaV 

The foregoing Letter of Mr. Sergeant containing his Pro- 
pofal, &c. and Dr. Colman'% Return, &c. were made Publick 
by the DoSior., according to Mr. Sergeant’s Defire -, with a 
Defign to excite the pious generous and well difpofed in this 
Country, and in Great-Britain, to charitable Contributions for 
the fetting up & fupporting the propofed Boarding-School. And 
Dr. Colman diftributed many of them, where he tho’t they would 
be mofl: likely to anfwer the End propofed. And in a Letter 
to Mr. Sergeatn of September 17th he gives him the followino- 
Account.- ° 

‘-I cover to you your Letter in Print. I wifli my Re- 

‘ turn to it may be acceptable to you & others ; and I humbly 
‘ befeech God to incline many Hearts, Here and Abroad, to 
‘ contribute to your moft pious and generous Propofal. 1 have 
‘ cover’d four of them to His Excellency our Governor, and fug- 
‘ gefted to him my Hopes that tht General Court will fmile upwr 
‘ it, at their next Seflion.’ 

And in another Letter of the 22d of the fame Month. 

‘-It was a great Plcafure to me Yefterday to fee Mr. 

‘ Jofiah Jones. 1 have deliver’d to him twenty Pounds oldTenor, 
‘ to deliver to you for your further Afiiftance and Support in 
‘ your Work. I have defir’d him to call at our Deacon Philips's 
‘ for two Dozen Copies of your Letter to me, and my Return 
‘ to it; prefented by Major Henchman, who fends them to you 

‘ for the Copy.-I have diftributed already of them 70, and 

‘ Ihall receive more., to Day to diftributc. I h.ive already 
‘ cover’d to Dr. Watts, Dr. Guife, Madam Holden, Mr. Newman, 
‘ Mr. Ofwald and BrackSlone, Bookfellcrs, Dr. Avery, Ms.Hollis ; 
‘ and to Mr. Willijon of Dundee, and am going to put up for 
t M.X.. Palmer, Mr, Coram, Dr, Wilfon and others on the other 
P • ‘ Side 
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* Side the Water. I have alfo prefented four to Governour 
‘ Shirley, and am fending to Lieutenant Governour Pbips and 

* Bummer here ■, and o the Governour, Lieutenant Governour, and 
‘ fome Minifters in ConneSlicut, and to the Prefidents of our Col- 
‘ leges, &c. 1 have cover’d to Mr. Speaker Cujhing, and for our 

* three Reprefentatkes, aqd to Mr. Secretary Oliver, and the 

‘ Board of Commijfioners for the Indians here, to the Miniliers 
‘ here about alfo.-’ 

By the Pains Dr. Colman took in recommending and diftribut- 
ingMr. Sergeant’s Propofal, it is evident he was much en¬ 
gag’d in Favour of it; as Mr.SfiRGEANT alfo was v and, I think,, 
not without Reafon : for I look upon it as the beft concerted 
Scheme that has ever been propos’d for theBenefit of the Indians^ 
Nor do I fuppofe it likely, that they will ever be bro’t to be a 
knowing and thrifty People, unlefs, by fome fuch Method of 
Induftry, they are cur’d of their Idlenefs, and otherVices which 
proceed from it. 

When Mr. Sergeant underftood, by Dr. Colman'% Letter, 
what Care and Pains he had been at to forward this noble 
Defign, his generous Soul was too tenderly touch’d to be filent. 
In a Letter of Oliober 24, he thus expreffes his Gratitude to the 
Bokor. 

Reverend Sir,, 

‘ With a. Heart full of Gratitude, I write to let you know, I 
‘ have receiv’d the Packet of my printed Propofals, with your 

* molt obliging Return and Recommendation of the Defign -, 

* together with the twenty Pounds of Money by Mr. Jones. You 

* heap your Favours fo fall upon me, that it almoft confounds 
‘ me. I blufh to be fpoken of publickly with fo much Com- 
‘ ipendatipn by you, when I am confeious'to. my felf, I fo little 
‘ deferve it. May God give me Grace to improve everyTaient 
‘ to his Glory ; and make me an. humble Inftrument in pro- 
‘ moting the Kingdom of his dear Son among the Heathen. 

‘ Pray make Madam Holden and her excellent Baughter as fen- 
‘ fible as you can, thavt I ana deeply afifedted with their Good- 
‘ nefs, and return Ptaife to God for theif Liberalities. I have 
‘ it in my Mind to write, her a Letter of Thanks, if it would be 
‘ acceptable. I am very thankful to you. Sir, both on my own 
‘ and the Inflians Behalfj that you hav® tak«o fo much Pains to 

‘ recommend 










1743 Hiftorical Memoirs, 109 

f recommend my Defign. I pray God it may meet with Ac- 
‘ ceptance in the World. I heartily eonfent that Mr. miliams 
^ Ihould be added to the Trujiees propos’d. He has delerv’d 
‘ very highly of us is a very active Man, and zealous to pro- 
‘ mote the Good of the Indians' 

In another Letter of November 25th to Dr. Colman, Mr. Ser¬ 
geant fays. 

‘-^Your Care and Pains, under the Decays & Feebfencfs of 

‘ Age, to promote the Defign of my Letter, I accept with great 
‘ Thankfulnefs.— Madam Holden is exceeding kind, and fets a 
‘ noble Example. May God put it into the Hearts of others 
‘ to follow it.— I highly approve of the Manner you propofe to 
‘ put forward a Subfcription for fomething annually, and yet 
‘ not fo confining it, but that who will, may, give what they 
‘ pleafe at once.— Yefterday f we of the Englijh Families, with 
‘ the AlBftance of two Strangers happening to be prefent, being 
‘ ten Perfons only that contributed, colledfed by Subfcriptiort 
One Hundred and fifteen Pounds ten Shillings, towards our pro- 
‘ pos’d School ; forac to be paid annually for the Term of ten 
‘ Years : an Offering which, I hope, will be acceptable to him 
‘ who gives'US the Gomfo'rts and Blefiings of Life, with which 
‘ we are able to rejoice and give Thanks before him. Yefterday 
‘ I alfpigave the Indians fome Account of the Defign.; with 
‘ what was doing for them, chiefly by your Means. They ap* 

‘ pear’d very thankful, and this Morning fent a Meflagc to me, 

‘ to know where theHoufe was defign’d to be ere<fl:ed,with the 
‘ Offer of their AflTiftance in clearing a Spot of Land to forward 
‘ the Defign.—’ 

The Letter, which 'Dv.Colman wrote to Mr.SERGEANT,giving 
him Occafion to fay. Madam Holden is exceeding kind, and fets a 
noble Example, is mifllng. Therein I conclude the Dobior had 
inform’d him, that Madam Holden had given one Hundred Pounds 
towards his Boarding-School, For in his Letter of May i8th 
(before tranfcrib’d) the Dobior fays. 

‘ I purpofe to afk Mrs. Holden's Leave to apply one Hundred, 

‘ our Currency, of her Money, toward your Boarding-School.' 

And in another Letter of May 24.th 1744, he fpcaks of Ma¬ 
dam Holden's Subfcription of one Hundred Pounds. I fuppofc 
P 2 therefore 

t A Day of publick Thankfgiving throngh the Province. 
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therefore in the Letter that is miffing the inform’d hini 

of herDonation, which occafion’d him toexprefs himfelf as above. 

For want of that Letter, I am not able to fay what Manner 
of Subjeription the Dobior put forward, and which Mr.SpcEANt 
fo highly approv’d of, but only from this Expreffion of his -, for 
fometbing annually, and yet not fo confin’d but that who will, may, 
give what they pleafe at once. And what Progrefs it made I know 
not, but fuppofe it was not great. All the Light I have in the 
Cafe is from a Letter of Dr. Colman’s to Mr. Sergeant, dated 
May 24th 1744, in which he fays. 

‘ I have as yet no Subfeription but Madam Holden’s one Hun- 
‘ dred Pounds.’ 

Then he goes on to name four Gentlemen, who fubferib’d in 
this Country, and concludes by faying, 

‘—I wilh it may be-flow and fure ; believing and not making 
‘ Hade. God governs, and I truft will provide.” ^The four 
Subferiptions above mentionedMr. Sergeant never received. I 
find them not in his Acconnt, and therefore conclude, that the 
War now coming on, and difeouraging any further Subfcripti- 
on,'", thofe were not paid. 

It muft be granted, that the People in Stockbfidge ^ikov^r’<X 
a very noble and generousSpirit,in contributing fo largely to that 
pious Defign. Had the People thro’ the Country given one tenth 
Part fo much, in Proportion to their Numbers & Abilities, that 
School, and another for Females, might have been fet up, and' 
well fupported : And .had we in general, in this Land, fuch jult 
and affefting Views of the deplorahle State of the Indians, as the 
People itStockbridge have,whofe Eyes affeft theirPIearts, I doubt 
not but manyThoufands would have chearfully given to forward 
that noble and pious Defign, the bell I think that has ever been 
projedted. 

Dr. Colman fent one of Mr. Sergeant’s printed Letters, and 
his ownRecommendation of it,to a Gentleman in a neighbouring 
Town, whofe generousMind was pleas’d with the Proj^ion ; he 
therefore wrote back, propofing a Method of Subfeription to en¬ 
courage it, which the Doblor approv’d of, and therefore publilh’d 
the Gentleman’s Letter in the Weekly Journal of February .7th 
1744. The Letter, with what t\i^Dobior fubjoined in the publick 
Print, were as follows. 


Reverend 
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Reztrend .and^dear Sir, 

‘ You did me the Favour fome Weeks fince, to fend me the 
‘ Rev. Mr. Sergeant’s Scheme, with your Letter annexed to it, 

‘ for promoting Chriftian Knowledge among thr Indians at Hou- 
‘ fatunnuck, by civilizing and bringing them to a good Opinion 
‘ of Induftry, Frugality, &c. which 1 very much approve of ; 

‘ and the more, becaufe it appears to me, as if he had truly no 
‘ private or peribnal Intereft in View -, but only the Honour of 
‘ his great Mafter, and the beft Welfare of the poor Heathen, 

‘ whom the Father gave him for his Inheritance. And there- 
‘ fore I heartily wifh it Succefs, and hope theDifficulties in raifing 
‘ Money, to carry on fuch an Affair, may be .furmounted. 

‘ 1 have been expefting every Day, fince you fent it to me, to 
‘ hear of a Subfeription’s going forward on that Account, but 
‘ hear nothing of any fuch Thing at prefent. 

‘ I would therefore humbly propofe, that a Sheet of Paper or 
‘ two may be ftitch’d up at the End of one or more of thofe- 
‘ printed Letters ; and a generous Subfeription begun, by a few 
‘ well-difpos’d Gentlemen of Bojlon, and handed about from one , 
‘ to another to try what may be done that Way ; And there 
‘ every Subferiber may fee at one View the honeftDefign, judge 
^ of it’s Neceflity,'and aft accordingly. 

. f Lcaonot .help thinking the generoiasBenefaftions of theRev. 
Mr. Hollis, and his juft OJajeiSioht of the Irtaftivity of a People 
of fuch a Name for Religion, as we in New-England, in fuch 
an. Affair, will put many, to the Blufh, and perhaps fpur them 
on to- bountiful Liberality in this Scheme. I am no Ways 
qualify’d for a Leader, my felfy but would willingly follow a 
few Gentlemen who would be more likely to give it a Repu-. 

■ ration and Currency,' with.'.my Subfeription of—— Pounds 
and would ufe my fmall Influence to promote it; but it mufl: 
be fome how or other fet a going, which, when once well done, 
may be eafily kept alive, and in Motion. I have a great deal 
of Faith that fomething of this Nature may be attended with 
Succefs, if put into fuch Hands as fliall be fpirited for it, and 
will not he weary in well doing ; but ftir up themfclves & others, 
with a well temper’d Zeal, mixt with Prudence, fo as not to 
give Offence to any who do not think exadly as they do ; and 
by fuch a Behaviour, fome who may not be well jnclin’d at one 

Time, 
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‘ Time, may lH very well difpos’d at another, to a handfome 
‘ Subfcription. 

‘ But, thisMethod notwithftanding, I hope it will not be tho’t 
‘ amifs to have a Brief from Authority (if Need be)^ procur’d 
‘ and promoted in every Churefc in this Province, to coll eft 
‘ what well difpos’dPeoplc wOuJ^e willing to give to encourage 
‘ an Affair of fueh Imprtance'-, and if, before the Colleftion, 

‘ thefe two Letters ffiould be read, t am humbJy of Opinion it 

* would not be impertinent. 

If we really believe the admirable Charms you mention at 
‘ the Clofc of yourLetter, have any Reality in. them, as I am apt 
‘ to think they have, viz. “itbat a right liberal Heart &' Haxd, no 
‘ fongue can fully fpeak it ! nor enough celebrate it ! Unfpeakahle 
‘ is the Good done to the. World by it ! Unfpeahable is that Glory 
‘ redounding to the Name of Chrijl from it I and alfo the Gotd to 
‘ ourjelves in it and from it is JJnfpeakable, both thro’ the Life 

* which now is 8 e that which is to come ! Only the Day of Chrift 
‘ camreveal theGloriesandfoys awaiting it thro' a bleJfedEterniiy : 

‘ I fay, if thefe wonderful Truths are duly tho’t of, this pious 
*• Scheme of Mr. Sergeant will not, cannot, fall to the Ground 
‘ for want of Money to. carry it on, and fuppoiis it from'd rme 

* to Time. I pray God to ftrengihen our Faith in them.— I 

‘ entreat an Incereft in your Pr^yers^ and do affure you that I y 
‘ am with great Efkem‘and Refpeft,' - , ■ '■ j- :e “ 

■Sir,-^ ‘ ! 

January, Tour very. much.oblig'd humble Servant, 

•26th 1744. - 

N. B. I think it my. Duty to make the moft publickExcufe 
‘ for the Freedom I take with my^ honourable Friend in publifhing 
‘ his Letter, excellent as it'is in itfelf iwithbut* his Leave ; and 
‘ alfo to inform him, and the Publick, that a Book will be ready 
‘ at myHoufe, and at the Shops of Major Henchman, C&^t.John 
‘ Phillips, and Mr. Jofeph Edwards, with blanlcLeayes annex’d, 

‘ for taking in Subferiptions : Or if it be defir’d by Perfons in 
‘ other Towns any wherF thro’ the Province, that like Books 
‘ be fent to them for the fame End, tjley fhall be fent. 

Benjamin Caiman. 

Dr. wrote to. the honourable Commijfioners upon the 

fame Subjeft ; of which he gave Mr. Sergeant the following 
Account in a Letter of February 9. i 743 > 4 '. To 
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‘ ^ wrote toOW, Efq; Secretary to the 

‘ Commijfioners for the Indians, to be corfitrtunicated to them, in- 
‘ elofing to them your and my printed Letter, and thcfe now 
‘ mc\os^dii(the foregoing Letter publijh'd two Days before, and now 
‘ inclos’d to Mr. Sergeant) praying them to take your Propofal 
into Confideration, and ad as they may fee becoming them in 
‘ their publick and private Capacity. 

It will perhaps be Matter of Surprize to the Reader,that when 
fuch an Opportunity prefented, and Subfcriptions were uro-’d by 
iuch forcible Reafons byDr. Colman, and the Author of thefore- 
goingLetter ; that no Subfcriptions were obtain’d in theCountry, 
favc thofe four abovementioned : For I find no Account of any 
more in thePapers before me. All the Reafon I anf able to give 
for it is, that theWar with France now came on, which drew the 
Attention of every one, and might difcourage, for the prefent, 
thofe who were well inclin’d : Stockbridge being an expos’d Place, 
where no fuch Defign could be carried on in Time of War, to 
good Advantage. 

I am fenfible fome worthy Gentlemen, who were pofleft of a 
laudable Concern for the Good of the Indians, apprehended, that 
there was too great a Coldnefs and Indifference in this Cafe, con- 
fidering the Importance of the AlFair, and the happy Profpea 
there was of its fueceeding, it it had been duly encourag’d ; and 
that they were a little impatient on the Account of thofe Excufes 
which were made by fome, from whom Subfcriptions were cjt- 
pedied, viz. That we muft not be too hafty, Cfc. 

One Gentleman in a Letter to Dr. Colman, of May i8ch e)C- 
prefTes himfelf thus, 

‘ I am forry the propos’dDraught for a Subfeription is fo hard 
‘ of Digeftion ; I wifh Gentlemen would not be quite fo over 
‘ nice and exaft, but leave fome of thePrudentials in the Affair 
‘ to the honourable and Reverend Gentlemen ; who I hope will 
‘ be appointed, and who will be charitably inclin’d to take upon 
‘ them the Management of that Affair. 

A Gentleman alfo in a Letter to Mr. Sergeant oi July 9th 
faysj 

‘ I could have been very glad, that my poor Endeavours with 
* Refpeit to your Scheme to- propagate Chriftianity among the 
Indiant, had been attended with any Succefs j but I cannot 

‘ learn 
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‘ learn that any Thing is done, or doing, about it ; and it 
* feems to me to be as dead at prcfent as if it had never been in 
‘ Motion. I have met with feveral Checks for being too hafty 

‘ in the Affair.- Our Backwardncfs to generous Aftions for 

‘ the Good of our fellow Creatures,notwithftanding the excellent 
‘ Rules of Charity prefcrib’d in Chriftianity, and enforc’d by fo 
‘ many powerful Reafons, is a moft convincing Argument, that 
‘ the Spirit of pure and undefil’d Religion but little prevails, 

‘ where the Form of it appears.”- 

I am ready to think that any one, who is well acquainted with 
this Affair, and is impartial in theCafe, will judge, that a gene¬ 
rous Subfcription to promote fuch a noble Defign, would have 
well became a People of our Profeffion : The Rev. and generous 
Mr. Hcllis, when he was made acquainted with MnSERCEANx’s 
Scheme, difcover’d a very different Spirit from what appear’d 
among us. Before Mr. Sergeant’s Letter, and Dr. Caiman's 
Recommendation of it, were made publick in this Country, in 
Jpril 7. 1743. Mr. Sergeant in aLettertoMr. Hollis, inform’d 
him of his Defign of feting up a Boarding-School. Mr. Hollis, m 
his Anfwer of December 5th 1743, in a moft effedlual Manner, 
fliews his Approbation of it, in the following Wodds. 

‘ I am pleas’d with your Propofal about fetting up a Boarding- 
‘ School for Indian Children. I like it well. May it pleafe the 
‘ Lord to incline the Hearts of many to contribute towards it. 
‘ I defire you would take up for me 12 Boys afrefh, about the 
‘ Age of 9, 10, 11, or 12 Years, and let them be totally main- 
‘ tain’d at my Expence, with Food and Raiment, Education and 
‘ the like. There may be ftill a confiderablc Sum of Money in 
‘ the Hands of Col. IVendell pleafe to apply to him on my Ac- 
‘ count for what you want, and I will furnifh more as there may 
‘ be Occafion for it.- 

‘— N. B. I would have none butBcyr educated for me; but 
‘ it may be w’cll if a Number of Girls could be educated on the 
‘ Account of fome others.—’ 

Dr, Colman in a Letter inform’d a certain Gentleman in his 
Neighbourhood of Mr. Hollis's Generofity, who in his Anfwer 
to the Doflor, exprefles himfelf thus. 

‘ This extraordinary additional Bounty of that Reverend Gen- 
‘ tleman, I hope will quicken the Gentlemen here concern’d in 

‘ putting 
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‘ Putring forward Subfcriptions. Is it not amazing to find one 
lingle Gentleman (and that a Stranger too) fo ready and ftee 
! r fupporting 24 Boys, without any fea- 

loufy of hisChanty s being mifapply’d, and this whole Land fo 
backward tp fupport an equal Number of Girls, when it is fo 
‘ yaftly more our Duty than any Bodies clfe ? May not a little 
‘ Impatience here be a Virtue ?’ 

To Mr. i 7 c/&’s Letter, of December 5. 1743, Mr. Sergeant 
wrote an Anfwer 2. In which, after his grateful Acknow- 
ment of Mr. Hollis s Generofity, and his hearty Wifhes that a full 
Reward might be given him, by that God \s well pleas'd 
With juch Sacrifices, he informs him, that the projcded Method 
of a Boarding-School was the beft he could devife for the Good of 

the Indians, and then adds,-‘ The War with France falls out 

‘ unhappily for this Defign. We are fituated upon the Boiders 
‘ of the Majfiachufetts Province, open to the French Settlements 
‘ and in the Road where the French and Indians us’d to maktf 
‘ Irruptions.; but have been hitherto, thro’ thcGoodnefs 
‘ of God, preferv’d.t—However, for the prefent, I believe, it will 
‘ not be tho’t prudent to be at any Expence in the Affair of the 
‘ Boarding-School. My Houfe is garrifon’d ; a Number of Sol- 
‘ diers are fent into the Town and Rrovifions are fcarce : fo 
‘ that I know not what can be done for your Bo^s juft now. We' 
‘ are, for the prelent, in fuch Confufion & Uncertainty, byRca- 
‘ fon of the War, that it is difficult to fay what is beft to be 
‘ done ; a little longer Time will probably dired us what Steps 
‘ are beft to be taken. As foon as may be, I fliall gladly prole- 
‘ cute your pious Defign.—’ 

In a Letter alfo to Dr. Colman of June 29th, he fays, 

‘ As for our Defign here, I beHcve, it will not be tho’t prudent; 
‘ to put any Thing in Execution for the prefent, till wc fee a 
‘ little how the Affair of the War will turn. 

Thus ceas’d this important Affair of the Boarding- School for* 
the prefent,and nothing more was here done about it till theYear 
1747. But, in the mean Time, fome Things were aded in Fa¬ 
vour of it in England, by fome generous and publick fpirited Fer- 
fons, to whom Dr. Colman had fent Mr. Sergeant’s printed 
Letter,anU his own Return or Recommendation of it; of which 
Iftiall give fome Account in its proper Place : Only obfeiving 
Q here. 
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tere, that it was a Grief to Mr. SsaoEANT, that he could not 
now proceed in it; but he hop’d for a more favourable Oppor¬ 
tunity.'— In a Letter to Dr. Cclman of November 7 th heexpreffes 
himfelf thus, 

‘ It will be a great Grief to me, If we fhodd not be able to 

* accomplilh the Defign 1 have projefted.— To God’s Power 
‘ and Grace I refer it.— 

This Projedlioo of a Boarding-Scheoly and the Pains Mr. Ser- 
OEANT was at to promote it, took up a confiderable Part of his 
Time and Thoughts ; fior it lay very near his Heart: But,at the 
feme Time, be profeculed hiis Work among the Indians with In- 
duftry and Faithtulnefs ; and a very hard Service he had of it. 
For, having a mix’d Auditory, he was obliged, on each Part of 
every Lord’s-Day, both to pray and, preach in the Englijh and 
Jfldim Language, that aM might profit by his Miniftry. He 
,himfelf eftcenVd his Woik to. be double on this Account, and 
us’d it as one Argument, with the honourable Conmijftoners, to 
move them to make fame Addition to his Salary, which was 
very fmajl His Words are ‘ My Labour, by being oblig’d 
‘ to preach in Indiart, I fuppofe, is double to- what it would be, 

* if my Hearers underdo^ Englifh .'— And I apprehend it was 
more than double v for he wrote every Word he deliva'ed to 
the Indians fas he further takes Notice in that Letter •,) and that 
he. might be very exadt, he did, for a confide-rablte Time, keep 
an Interpreter by him two Days in a Week, at h'ts own Coft, to 
afiift him in tbeTranfiation of hisSermorrs into the /»^w«Tongue. 
And befides, the Indians, being very ignorant, and not able to 
gain Knowledge by Reading, as thofe who can read may do, he 
was oblig’d to fpend imeh of his Time in corrverfing privately 
with them, that thereby he might infufe Knowledge into their 
!^inds 1 which having been fa bog, as an uncidtivated Soil, 
wanted more abundant Labour. He was indeed a rare Inftance 
©f Diligence, loduftry, and Painfulnefe, in his Work; and the 
Fains he took for the Good of the poot Nati'ves are not to be 
exprefs’d. 

In the Cloft of this Year,Dr. Qotman again refrefh’d his Spirit, 
by fending him a fmall Sum.-— ‘ Pleafe Sir, (fays the DoSIor in 
a Letter of November 17th) to accept the ten Pounds inclos’d for 
yew,’ for which Mr. Sergeant return’d hit grateful Acknow¬ 
ledgments 
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ledgments in a Letter of December 11.— ‘I have receiv’d your 
‘ moft obliging Letter—and the ten Pounds inclos’d, which I 
‘ accept with great Thankiulnefs. I return Praife to God in the 
‘ firft Place, as the original Author of every good Thing ; and 
‘ in the next Place to you, who have been made, under him, 
‘ the Inftrument of many Kindneffes to me. You have my I'er- 
‘ vent Prayers in Return, fpringing from an Heart deeply fen- 
‘ fible of the Kindnefs of God to me, by your Beneficence. May 
‘ the Smiles and Joy of God to you be the Recompence of thofe 
‘ repeated Favours, with which you have fo often refrelh’d my 
‘ Bowels.’ 

As Mr. Sergeant was laborious and faithful in the Work to 
which he was call’d j fo there is good Reafon to conclude, that 
he was fuccefsful therein : not only from the Increafe of Know¬ 
ledge, and a vifible Reformation among thebut alfo 
from the Temper of Mind fome of them difeover’d at the Timo 
of their Death, fome Inftances of which I have given above, 
and (hall here add two or three more, by fuggefting a tew Hints 
concerning fome young Perfons who died this Year, and the 
Beginning of the next. The very brief Account which Mc.Ser- 
GEANT, in his Journal, gives of them is as follows— ‘ Maj 22. 
‘ died a young Perfon, not baptifed -, but exprefling a ferious 
‘ Difpofition of Mind. He was much in Prayer in hisSicknefs • 
‘ deaf, and not able to fpeak much ; but, juft before he died, 
‘ took his Father by the Hand, exhorted him to mind Religion, 
‘ to get baptifed faidihe hoped forHappinefs,fpake ihefeThings 
‘ plain, and then died. January 19. 1745,6. This Week died 
‘ Katharine, Kunkapot’s eldeft Daughter, with good Hope of fu- 
‘ ture Happinefs, and without any Fears of Death. Feb, 16. 
‘ This Week died Kewaunnoahkub, Daughter oiFbaunaanekennuk, 
‘ with a ftrong Hope of eternal Life.’ What a defireablc Sight 
was it to behold fuch young Perfons, who, a little before, were 
Strangers to divine Things, leaving the World with fuch a com¬ 
fortable Hope of a glorious Immortality ? 

The honourable for Affairs in London, to 

whomDr.Co/«»a« had fent Mr.SERGEANT’'s printed Letter,and his 
ownRecommendaiion of it, received it; and their Treajurer^ixn a 
Letter to the honourable Andrew Oliver, Efq-, Secretary to their 
honourable Commijftoners in Bojion, inform’d him, that Mr. Ser- 
0^2 GE ant’s 
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okant’s. Propofal had gain’d the Approbation of the Society in 
L’>tdon% that they were inclin’d to contribute to itand that 
when there fhould be a Profpeft of its taking Effed:, they would 
confidcr the Matter, and encourage it as they conveniently 
could. This LetterMr. 0/;wr communicated toMr. Sergeant, 
who wrote to the honourable Corporation, informing them, that 
the Affair of the Boarding School had been delay’d by Reafon of 
the War ■, that the Founding of it would coft a confiderableSum, 
tho’ he hop’d it might, afterwards, be carried on with but little 
Charge ; that, upon a Computation made, it was tho’t, that 
_two Hundred Pounds Sterling would be needful; that he purpofed 
to proceed in that Affiir, as far as prefent Circumftances would 
admit ; and concluded by humbly recommending it to the fa¬ 
vourable Notice and Encouragement of that honourable Corpo¬ 
ration. But I find not, among his Papers, any Anfwer to this 
Letter, nor any Account of Money advanced by the Corporation 
for that Bufinefs ; and therefore fuppofe Nothing was done by 
them, while Mr. Sergeant liv’d. Perhaps his Letter, in Time 
of War, might fail of reaching the Corporation. 

Another of thok Propofals ior s. Boarding-School was fent to 
Dr. Watts, the Effcd of which Dr. Colman inform’d Mr. Ser¬ 
geant of in a Letter of May 21.-‘ I am now, dear Sir, 

* (fays the Doitor) to inform you, that laft Night I receiv’d a 

* Letter from Dr. Watts, dated March 26, wherein he fays to 

* me, I have your Letter from Mr. Sergeant, and have made 

* a I'mall Colledlion among a few Friends for his Defign, and 

* pious Work in the Education of fome of the neighbouring In- 

* dians •, and now I inclofc a Bill of Exchange to you, for feventy 

* Pounds your Currency, from Mr. Henry Cafwell of Bojion, 

* Merchant.’ So he falutes Mr. Sergeant, and wifhes him Suc- 

* cefs. I rejoice with you, Sir,in this firftFruit.’ And in aLctter 
of June 10. the Doitor fays,— ‘ 1 lately inform’d you of a Bill 
‘ for feventy Pounds our Currency, from the excellent Dr. Watts 

* of London ,—The Money is in my Scriptore, wrote upon from 

* him to you. I lhall be glad to forward a Letter of Thanks 
‘ from you to him.’—Accordingly, Mr. Sergeant, in his next 

* Letter to Dr. Caiman, fays •,— ‘ I have inclos’d a Letter, fuch 
‘ as it is, for Dr. Watts •, be pleas’d to forward it to him with 
‘ as much Safety as you can, and as foon as may be.’ Of this 

Letttft 
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Letter to 'Dr. Watts, and of many others which Mr. Sergeatit 
wrote to one and another, I find no Copies, which lays me under 
no fmall Difadvantage in myEndeavours to give a goodAccount 
of thefe Things. 

Capt. Thomas Coram of LoKr/£)»,aGentleman who has difcot^er’d 
a generous and noble Spirit in divers Projedions for the Benefit 
of the Nation, and for the Good of Mankind, in fome of which 
he happily fucceeded, receiv’d from Dr.Caiman Mr. Sergeant’s 
Propofal for a Boarding-School. When he had read the Scheme, 
he was very much pleas’d with it ; and in a Letter datedZ,£)»i/s», 
January 23, he gave the Dodlor Thanks for the Book, f and 
afilired him that he had taken no fmall Pains to promote that 
good Work and that he entertain’d Hopes, that the Prince of 
IFales would encourage that pious Defign by becoming the firft 
Subferiber. 

Of this Dr. Colman inform’d Mr. Sergeant in a Letter of 
May 7, which much reviv’d his Hopes refpeding his Boarding- 
School ■, and in his Anfwer of May 29, he fays to the DoSlor : 
‘ Mr. Coram has Ihewn an excellent and moft generous Spirit in 
‘ the Matter, for which I thank God ; and defire you, when 
‘ you write to him again, to give him my moft hearty Thanks, 

‘ for the Pains he has taken in this Affair ; which I hope will 
s add to the Weight and Glory of that Crown of Righteoufnefs 
‘ which waits for him, when he has finifhed the Work defign’d 
‘ him by Providence. And if he fucceeds in this, it may per- 
‘ haps appear worthy to be the laft Service of fo induftrious a 
‘ Labourer for the Good of others. If the Prince of Wales leads 
‘ in the Subfeription, it looks probable that it may fccure the 
‘ Succefs of thatDefign, 1 have fo earneftty defir’d to fee accom- 
‘ plifh’d. I am waiting to put fomething in Execution among 
‘ the pious and liberal in our own Country, when the Face of 
‘ Things, in divine Providence, fhall appear encouraging.’— 

Capt. Coram was fo charm’d (to ufe his own Expreffion) with 
Mr. Sergeant’s Undertaking, that he exerted bimfelf abun-’- 
dantly to promote it. He firft got a Book bound, and a proper’ 
Preamble writ in it forBenefaftors to Subferibe to, for thcBenefit 
of Mr. Sergeant’s School: Then he applied to fome wealthy 

Perfons, 

Mr. Sergeant’s printed latter and Dr, Celnan'i Recmmendatitm make a 

fmall Book. 
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Pcrfons, both in City and Coumry ; And tho’ he found many, 
who exprdTed their Willingnefs to encourage fo good a Dtfign, 
by their Contributions 5 yet he couJd find no Perfon who was 
willing his Name fhould ftand firft in the Subfcription : but all 
ehofe to fubfcribe after it was well begun by fome proper Perfon. 
ThefeObjeSions put this generous Gentleman upon the tho’t of 
prctering a Petition to His Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, 
that he would honour & encourage this noblcDefign, by placing 
his Name at the Head of the Subfcription. He therelore pre¬ 
par’d the following Petition for that End. 

To His Royal Highnefs the Prince of PTales^ 

The humble Petition of Thomas Ceram, Gentleman, moll 
humbly fheweth. 

That, in the Reigns of King and Qiieen Anne, your 

Petitioner tranfafted Affairs of Commerce in His MajeUys Plan¬ 
tations, in Norths America ; where he refided many Years, and 
conftantly endeavoured to promote the Honour of the Crown 
and the Good of the Publick •, fonae of which Endeavours were 
crowned with SuCcefs, to the lafling Benefit of this Kingdom : 

That during his Refidence in thefe Parts, he obferv’d with 
Attention that many Advantages, that might and ought to have 
been long fince fecured there, greatly tor the Honour of the 
Crown, and thcBenefitof His Matefiy’s Kingdoms, have hitherto 
been grofly obftrudted or negleded ; particularly that of gaining 
over the manyTnbes of the Heathen Inaian Natives, in the vaft 
Wildernefs behind the Britijh Settlements \nRew England,io the 
Intcrefl; of the BritiJh'N^uon, and to the Knowledge Sf Ebveof 
Chrijitanity, who, if well treated, and properly inllruaed by fit 
Perfons, refiding continually among them, would be cfft-aually 
attacht to the brili[h Intereft in all future Times, and prove of 
vaft Service to the Crown, efpecially 111 Time of War WnhFrance, 
whofe Mtfionaries conftantly refide among their neighbouring 
Tribes of Indians near the French Settlements in Canada, and, in- 
ftrudling them in the hreneb Intereft, render them very ufeful to 
the French in their Wars, and as injuncts to the Eriti/h Subjects 
in the laid Plantations ; . . 

That Mr. John Sergeant, a Gentleman of great Probity, 
Piety, and Learning, fettled at Houfatmnuk, one of the further- 
jnoft out Parts of the Briiifli Habitations la New-England, on 

the 
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the Borders of faid Wildernefs, being deeply touched with Cbm- 
pafBon for the miferable Stare of Ignorance and Heathenijm of 
thofe many Tribes of poor Indiam^z^ duly fenfible of theTruth 
of the Fremifles, has form’d an excellent Stheme for the Education 
of a Number of tliofe Indian Children, in fuch Manner as may, 
by Degrees, raife them into the Condition of a eivilSe rnduftrious 
People,and introduce the EngHflj Langnage among them, inftead 
of their own barbarous Jargon,and inftrua them in thePrinciples 
of Religion and Vertue i and will himfelf and Family conftantJy 
refide among them, and apply his Time and beft Endeavours, 
for the moft effedtual carrying the fame into Execution, whereby, 
in a Courfe of Years, a Way may, by God*s Bleffing, be opened 
for the Propagation of CMflianity to the remotcft of theirTribes : 

That this noble Defigri bannof, in its Nature, be carried for¬ 
ward without confiderabfe Expence ; the furnifhlng whereof de¬ 
pends, under God,on the charitableContributions of wcll-difpofed 
People ; and many worthy Perfbns ol both Sexes, in and near 
London, defirous to promote the fame, have declared their Inten¬ 
tions to contribute liberally towards carrying on arid fupporcrng 
thereof, when a Subfcription and Collcdlion for it fhall be pro¬ 
perly begun. 

And for as much as this Undertaking would be greatly cn- 
bburaged by your Royal Highmji's gracioufly vouehfefeirrg to 
become the firft Subferiber and Contributcr thereto,and many of 
His Majefliy’s goodSubjefe be induced to give the more liberally: 

May it therefore pleafe your Royal Highnefs to take the Prc- 
mifies into Conflderation, and gracioufly condefcend to become 
the &rft Subferiber and Contributer to the fame. 

And'yoitn Petitioner fhall ever Pray, &c. 

T. C. 

This Petition, with a Letter, and the Subfcription Book, Capt. 
Coram fenc to Col. John Shute, Privy Purfe toHis Royal Htgbnefsy 
with whom he was well acquainted, who was then about twenty 
Miles from London, defiling him to 1 ay thent before the Pmrr of 
Wales. But his Circumftances would not then admit of his going 
to the Prince. The Colonel therefore fent the Letter,, Petition,' 
and Subfcription Book, to the Rev. Dr. /d^fcough. Clerk of the 
Clofet, and firft Chaplain to his Royal Highnefs, defiring him to 
folicit the Prince to ^come the firft Subfaibet. 


The 
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The Dollor had no fooner laid thefc Things before his Royal 
Hizhnefs, but he declared himfelf ready and free to encourage fo 
good and laudable a Defign, plac’d his Name at the Head of 
the Subfcription, and gave 20 Guineas for the Encouragement of 
the Boarding-SchooU'fi'\^\c\i was paid toMr. Coram. Dr. ^yfcough 
alfo let him know, that he himfelf defign’d to make a Prelent of 
a Bible to the Congregation at Stookhridge, which he loon after 
did ; one of the largeft Sort, finely Gilt, bound up in three Vol. 
large Folio, which now adorns the Pulpit at Stockbridge, and is 
made ufc of for the Benefit of that Congregation, every Lord s- 

^ While thefe Things were doing, Capt. Coram tho’t himfelf ob¬ 
lig’d to let V)x. Ayfcough know, that this Mr. Sergeant was a 
Sfenling Minifter, and not of the Church of kngland. The 
Doblor reply’d ‘ What if he be a Diffenler ? He is a goodMan, 

* and that is every Thing. It is Time thofe Diftinftions fhould 
.‘ be laid afide, and not make them where there is none, and the 

* Partition Wall thrown down j that Chnftians might love one 

* another : That he lov’d all goodMen alike, let them heChurcb- 

* men or Dijfenlers.’ , • jt 

A noble, generous and catholick Spirit the DobJor herein dil- 

covef’d i and were all Minifters, of every Denomination, of fuch 
an excellent Temper, we ^hould^foon all join Hands to remove 
the Partition Wall, which has fo long divided, and weakned the 
Church of Chri/l ; and unite in cultivating and eftablifhing that 
Love and Unity the Gofpel of Cbrijl fo abundantly recommends 
to us, and which is both the Strength and Beauty of theChriftian 
Church. The Boblor alfo, wrote a very kind and obliging Letter 
to Mr. Sergeant, which, if it prove as grateful to the Reader 
as it was to him, and is to me, i lhall think my Time well fpent 
in' tranfenbing. 

Reverend Sir, 

‘ I have perufed, with great Satisfadion, your Letter to Dr. 
‘ Colman, concerning your Pr^opofal of a more effeilual Method 
‘ of converting the Indians, in yoyr Neighbourhood, to Chril- 
‘ tianity. I likewife had fuch an Account of youi good Inien- 
‘ tions and Abilities fromMr. Belcher, Mr. Coram, and fome other 
‘ of your Friends, that I could not forbear writing to you, bt)ch 
f to fhew my Approbation of your Defign, and to allure you of 
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‘ .my eflcouragJ.ng, aad aflifting it, to the wnolj of my,Power. 
^ I have recommended it to m^Ro^al Mafier the « of Wales, 
‘ who, W'th.his ufual Goodwefs, has contributed towards it; and 
‘ you may depend upon my pronjoting it with all the Zeal that 
‘ lb pious and ufeful an Undertaking requires & deferves. Pray 
‘ God give you Succefs in it. But whatever the Event of yoyr 
‘ Labours may be, you njay be fure of the Reward of them, 
‘ from that good Being .from whom only, 1 dare fay, you expeft 
‘ it. Pray God blefs aqd profper you, and as many (let theni 
‘ be of whatfoever Denomination) who lave eur Lord Jefus Cbrijl 
‘ in Sincerity. I am, good Sir, 

Tour affeSiienaie Broijaer 
London, May 20.. 1746.- and humble Servant, 

Framis /iyfi.ougb. 

Capt. Coram, having fucceeded fo well with the Prince, in ttio 
next Place apply’d to the Dukeoi Cumberland, by .the Right Hon. 
Mr. Points, defiring he would contribute ten Guineas. 1 he 
Duke generoully repiy’d, ‘ It would be Shameful to give fp fmall 
‘ a Sum to fo good a Purppfe,’ apd fubferib’d Twenty., The 
L-ord Chancellor, the Duhe of and the Lord Gwr gave 

each five Guineas. And here, fo far as I can learai this "well 
begun Subfeription ended, which every one who reads the fore¬ 
going Account will be furpriz’d at, unlefs I relate the Occafiop 
of it, otherwife I Ihould have pafs’d it,over in Silence. ,, 

A certain Gentleman in London, and a Lady of his Acquaint 
tance, (which Lady Capt. Coram had before.apply’d to> to be¬ 
come the firft Subferiberj had inform’d the Captain, tha,r, when 
the Subfeription was well begun, they would contribute to that 
good Defign. He therefore now wrote to the Gentleman, ac¬ 
quainted him with the Succefs he had met with, fent hirp,p ^PP/ 
of the above Petition to the Prf»«, ,atid,mfp>'m’d himi iiliaC;hc 
defign’d to wait upon the Lady fpr her Subfeription, , The G.en* 
tleman fqnt back the iPetition to Mr. Cofam,. and, wro^e tp bim, 
letting him know, that,his Conduit had been fuch, that neither 
the Lady, nor he wpuld have any ThlpgTmpr)e.t0ifay cp bim. 
This Treatmcoitgave ithc: good 'G.eh<^^n)fln-;fucb, a Difgpff;4hat 
he jMGc^edeid !|)o-'i|jt!thic;. iAndi: dn.a Letter pf be 

fays to Mr.:$?RGSAu!r.,-^!‘l!?cftny IjeliivpLfhOpld bPive got |en 
‘ Times as much as I .have, if I had apt been prevented by that 
f ynhandlbme Ufage.’, X • • What 
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What a t’itf Ife' it, that a Subfcription to encourage fuch a 
pious and noble Defign, that had fp good a Lead, and fuch a 
■fair Profpeft pf fucceedihg, (hould’be put by becaufc of the ill 
Ufage one or Wo Perfons offered to the generous Promoter of it ? 
Would not one have tho’t, that feeing that Gentleman & Lady 
fail’d, there was the more Need of applying tb others, who had 
given Encouragement, that they would fmile upon the Affair by 
their free Contributions ? And is k'ndt more than probable, that 
the Example of- His Royal Highnefs PHnce of Wales, of-the 
Huke of Cumberland his Brother, and' alfo of the noble Perfons 
who had fubferib’d, would have induced many to free and libe¬ 
ral Contributions to fuch an excellent and pious Defign f 

What Capt. Coram collefted, he fent to Mf. ■Wallis oC’BoHorr, 
by-whom it came to Mr Sergeant’s Eland. He wrote alfo a 
Very large Letter, dated London, May lo,, in which he inform’d 
Mn Sergeant of his Proceeding, in all the foregoing Steps ; 
which Mr. Sergeant receiv’d January 1747 ; when I find in 
his Journal thefc fhort Hints, * Received Letters from London 

• infornrting of a Benefaftion for the Indians School;—went to 

• Bojlon io take Care of it.-^ The Prince oi Wales fubferib’d 20 

* Guineas.’- 

A grateful Senfe of Dr. Ayfcougbh Generofity, Kindnefs and 
Condefceniion, oblig’d Mr. Sergeant to write to him without 
Delay. The Copy of his Letter bearsDate January 24. 1746,7. 
and is as follows., 

Reverend Sir, 

* With great'Satisfaffion,and much Gratitude, I receiv’d your 

• moft obliging Favour of May 20. 1746. affuring me of your 

* approving of my Defign, publifhed in my Letter to Dr.Colmatr,. 

* and'6f-your Readi'nefs to promote it, to the utmoft of your 

• Power. I am extreamiy oblig’d to that good Gentlemanj Mr. 
‘ Coirarh, for making you acqua(inted with it, and to you for 

* recommending it to His Royal Higbnefs the Prince of Wales ; 
‘ and think it my Duty to return you my moft hearty Thanks 
‘ for this inftance of.your Goodnefs : and am very glad of this 
‘ Advantage put into my Handsj to promote a Spirit of Loyalty 

* in iht Indians, to His M-ajefty, whofeSubjedts they hew readily 
‘ profefs themfclves to be j and there-is no Doubt bu^ fuch ln- 

• fiances of Royal Bounty,well improv’d, will have a good Effedl,' 

t t« attach the Indians to the-- Brttijh Intereft. J-Your 
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‘ Your own Gift to .our Congregation, I thankfully accept. 

« both as an Inftance of your Goodnefs, and Piety. As it ever 
‘ has been, fo it will, I truft, ftill be, my zealous Endeavour to 
‘ Communicate to this poor People the pure Doftrines of God, 

* and the Words of eternal Life, as they are contain’d in the 
‘ holy Scriptures ever praying that-they may be made wife to 
‘ Salvation by them. 

‘ I am much oblig’d to myFriends,that they have recommened 
‘ me, in fo advantageous a Manner, to Gentlemen of fo diftin- 
‘ guifhed and high Stations as yours and yet I cannot, withou.t 
‘ Reludtance, receive theirCompliments. To be fure, Dr. Colman 
‘ has. fpoken too highly of me, and I wifh fome Things he haf 
‘ faid had been fupprcfled, Mr. Belcher was ever exceeding 
‘■Hcind to me, and highly deferv’d of the Indians, having taken 
‘ great Pains, whil,' he was in the Chair of this Government, to 
‘ promote Chriftianity among them, and to engage them in the' 
‘ Brili/b Intcreft : And it is a great PleafurtJ to me, fhat he has' 
‘ not forgot his former Kindnefs, To his pious Zeal-tb l>rorrio<d' 
‘ this Intereft, I attribute his kind Partiality towards-the. 

‘ This Defign I look upon to be of great importance, and 
‘ am greatly, encouraged in the Undertaking, in that it has -6b- 
‘ tain’d the Approbation and good Influences of a Genrlcrhsn'of 
‘ your Charadier and Statiorf^ which giwybusfo ftiiH5h‘’=A(?s'irt-" 
‘ tage to promote it. I have written 1argeI';J^b-Mr. 

‘ will gladly embrace an Opportunity-to commi/nica't'd fb yoti,* 

‘ what, I have written to him, ' • ' 

‘ It is with great Satisfadlion I obferve theGobdnefs, the Can-' 
‘ dour & pious .Difpofition of your Mindy which certwhly mlKft 
‘ ibe approv’d by that good Being,-who is the Father of the'UHi-‘ 
‘ vcrfc, andithe great SaviourofchicWorWi ^^ho^'has given hifh- 
‘ fcif a Ranfotn for ail. May'hisKingdom'be'en-1.irgedjlahd ' 
‘ Fulnefs of. the Gentiles brought.\nto his holy- Church.'- 1 have 
‘ had large Experience of the Truth of his gracious Promifes, 

‘ and efleeqi your’kind and condefcending Noride of 'me, as an' 
‘ Inftance,;of. the Fulfilment of his, Promife to thcmahlat deny 
‘ themfelveS 'tor his.’andthe Gtftpel’s Sake. May H^gKacibufly 
‘ confidcr this Inftance of your Kindnefs, as ah Adi bt Charity' 
‘ done to himfelf, when he fhall come to judge , the World, ' 
^ bringing.his Rewards witk-bim. How happy woiftd It be fbr' 
R 2 ‘the 
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‘ the Nation, if the Minifters of Religion, flf every Derio- 
‘ mipation, were endow’d with the fame Gaodor ahd-ptous Difi 

* pofition ? Then our unhappy party Diftindions would be foon 
‘ forgotten. May the fame divine Temper, by your happy In- 
*' fluiTncc, dilFufe itfelf amoeg,all. Orders, promoted by the Ex- 
‘ amp‘le.o( aof ,fo.n7«lty amiable Virtues, as. adorn His 

* Royd 'Highnefs Prince o\ tFales. Excufe.me/Sir, that f 
*• hope you will/avouV m^' with yoar future Gorrefpondente, 

* which I (hall cfteem a great Honour done to, 

To the Rev. Dr. /tyfcough, : ; Reverend Sir, 

Clerk ot the Clofer to'his'Rpja/' > ' Tour obliged 

iiii'hn^i ihs Prince,oi pPialei,&iS,. .1 ■ V Humble Servant, 

.wa .. JOHN SERGE ANT.- 
He alfo wrote a very Idrge Ihfctcer to Capt. Coram, dated Jan. 
:^2. In which he gives a confidefablc Account of his Miffion to 
Indians, and of his Succefsiin.ehac Bufincfs. It w?ll thtrdore 
doubtlef^ be grateful to ihf .Reade'r to. ;be entertain’d with the 
^ ‘ . 

Sir,, : : , ‘ ndi bmd 

* Your moft obliging Lcttef of May rO. 1746, containing an 

* A^ccount of }50u)- gencroos Endeavours to promotethe Defign 
■* of^y P«bk9kPr'«>P«f»l fbr the Indians, I have juft, now receiv’d j 
•'tq^gethcri -vith theil.rwoke of the Particulars you have fent to' 

Mrr.ff^Msdp, Boften. By Dr, Cc/»m»’s Favour, I 

* was' l^foses. ia Meafurc,. acquainted with your Zeal, your 

* getierous Concern & Pains for us ;;)which gave me great Sacis- 
•.fodion, & mov’d both myThankfglvings toGod & Prayers for 
■* ypu. , Bgt youtLett;er,::COntaming an Accpunt of your La- 
< bpurs in this, Affair, gives me fuch an ©pinion of-your Good-^ 
‘ nefs as e^eeds >vhat I eoufld readily have imagirted. It is a’ 

* great Pleafure to me, that you-ifeem to-be mov’d with fo ge- 
‘ nerous a Spirit,, and fo much above the narrow and niggardly 
‘ Conceptions of Bigots ; which Temper is as great an Abhor- 
*■ rence tPimy Mind as it cam be:to yours. And I am fore the 
‘ Pleafoteyou take, in fochgentrousLaboors for Mankind,mdft' 
‘ be as much above the little Satisfaidion of Bigots, in promoting 

* their own party Schemes, as the Temper with which you are 
‘ aduated is preferable to theirs. And your Reward with God 
‘ wift be in. Propottion to The Excellency of that Charity that' 

4 ■ L .4, ‘ moves 
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‘ moves you, in your generous Labours for us. Nothinc^, to be 
fure, could have been better defign’d than to get thofe great 
‘ Perfons you applied to, to honour the Defign with their Sub- 
‘ feriptions ; And that it has been favour’d in our excellent Royal 
‘ Family, is by me eftcem’d an additional Obligation of Duty to 
‘ endeavour to promote a Spirit of Loyalty in the Indians,a far 
as my Influence now, or any Time hereafter, may reach. 

‘ It is now a little more than eleven Years fince I was firft fet- 
‘ tied in this Part of the Country, with a Defign to profelite the 
‘ Indians to the Chriftian Faith. Having fpent Part of the fore- 
‘ going Year with them, in two Vifits 1 made them, I found 
‘ fuch Encouragement as induced me to devote myfclf to this 
‘ Service : And have now, with a great deal of Pains, gain’d 
‘ fuch an Acquaintance with their barbarous Language as to 
‘ converfe with them in it -, and with a little Affiftance, in my 
‘ Study, from an Interpreter, to preach to them, and to read 
‘ Prayers,which I have compofed for the publick Worfhip,whieh 
‘ they attend as conftantly asPeople generally doinEnglilhAlTcm- 

* blies. TheirLanguage is extreamly hard to learn,and perhaps I 
‘ fliall never, be a thoro’ Matter of it -, there never having been 
‘ any Europtan that ever was, except one or two, and they learn’d 
‘ it when they were Children. But the young People among' 
‘ them learn-EB^//^ well; mott: of them in thisPlacc underftand 
‘ a great deal of it, and fome fpeak it freely & correflly. There 
‘ are many that can read Englifh well, and fome are able to 
‘ write. When I came into thefe Parts firft: they were much 
‘ difperfed, four or five P’amilies in a Place, and often moving 
‘ from Place to Place. They are now gathered together at this ■ 
‘ Place, and a^e much more fixed than they ufed to be. Inftcad 

‘ of their Bark Hutts, they own feventcen Englijh Houfes, fifteen 
‘ of which they have built themfelves at their own Cott, and 
‘ fome of them arc comfortably furnifhed with Houfhold Stuff. 

‘ There were in this Place but eight or ten Families when I firft 
‘ came, we now reckon nearFifty befides old People & tranfient 
‘ young Perfons. The Families indeed arc but fmall, as is com- 
‘ nion among the Natives. Near half that are born die in In- 
‘ fancy or Childhood, which I attribute to their Manner of Liv-' 

* ing, and want of fuitable Medicines in Time of Sicknefs. The 
t grown People abundantly die with Confumptions, begun with • 

‘ violent 
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‘ violent Colds. The mofl of the fettled Families in ourNcigh-- 
‘ bourhood are gathered to this Place, and the greater Part of 
‘ them have received Baptifm. OurNumber increafcs fromTime 
‘ to Time by the Addition of new Families, efpecially of thofe 
‘ who are kindly difpos’d to Chriftianity. It is probable, we 
« (hould have had more of them before now, if there had not 
‘ come {omtMoravian Preachers among fome of them near to us. 

‘ I do not pretend to fo much Acquaintance with that Sort of 
‘ People, as to pals any pofuive Judgment about them ; the 
‘ Converts they have made, are, I think, Enlhufiaftick & bigot- 
‘ ted. They have rendred themfelves fo much fufpedled in the 
‘ Governments of New-Terk and Conneiiicut, that they would' 

‘ not tolerate them within their Bounds. They refufed to take 
‘ the Oath of Allegiance to King George, or even the Quakers 
‘ folcmn Declaration. What was the Meaning of this 1 cannot 
‘ tell. They drew off a Number of Indians from thefe Parts, 

‘ and fome from this Place to Penfylvania. We have of Indians 
‘ in regular {landing in theChurch'35, 13 Males and 22 Females, 

‘ befides five or fix under a temporary Sulpenfron from theCom- 
‘ munion, fome of which I hope may be recovered to Repen- 
‘ tance. Out of our Communion have died eight or nine, moft 
‘ of whom feem to me to have left the World with a good 

* Chriftian Temper, and with a well grounded Hope,, befides 
‘ fome other younger Peifons, I could not but hope well of. 

* The Succefs I have had, thro’ the divine Blefiing, has been 

* tho’t as great as has attended any late Attempt of .this Kind, 

* and yet I have nothing to boaft of -, but have Reafon to be 

* humbled, that my Labours have been lo much blafted : I am 
‘ fure nothing afiefts me with more Grief than to obferve the- 
‘ little Fruit of my Labours, iiomcof thofe who have appear’d' 

* the moft promifing Converts, have, to my great Grief, and, 

‘ fome Times, even to my Aftonifhment, ftrangely fallen away, 

‘ which has almdft wholly difeouraged my further Attempts. 

‘ The Truth is, the Indians ate, perhaps, as fickle and irrefolute 

‘ in their Determinations, as any People, jo the World : And' 
‘ when they feem to be wholly recovered .from their Vice, eifily ■ 

* rclapfe into their fooliflr & wicked national Habits. 1 Ipeak ' 
of the Tribe to which 1 Mmiiter, and fuppofe the lame I’em- - 

^ per generally prevails among all the Ameriead Indians, I'heir 

great 


maum 
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great national and fundamental Vices are, Idlmfs and Drunk- 
. which are a great Obltruftiun to the l 4 opagation of 
‘ Chnftianity among them, with any due & lafting Be- 

; Mes, theie IS an almoft univcrfal Jealoufy fpread among the 
I nbes of Indians, and a Sufpicicn of the tnglijh. This I am 

‘ w:;k oV^LS 

^ ‘Tiore likely to conquer thefc 

Difficulties, and to lay the Foundation for the larger Spreading 
of thcGpfpe , or attaching the Indians to the Brtii/h Intercft 
‘ ■ ^ propos’d. II it pleafe God to give 

It Etfcdt, It may, in Time,be a Mcans of a great Deal of Good ; 
And yet, I dare not promife mylclf fuddcnly any extraordinary 
Succefs from it. I lee noWay that will, in humanProbabilitv 
correa fo fuccefsfully their national Habits, as this 1 have pro- 
poled. It is not eafy ior thofe, who arc not acquainted with 
barbarous Nations to conceive, into what a Degree of Barbarity 
tliey are funk ; nor how difficult it is to recover them. A 
‘ great Deal has been done for our Indians. To their Honour 
‘ this Government has done much ; but yet, fo jealous were the^ 
^ the firft, that they could hardly be perfuaded to accept the 
‘ Kindneires that were offer’d them, and fome they adually re- 
‘ fufed. ^We are now got over this Difficulty, which has been 
‘ a vaft Hindrance to our Defign. 

‘ Our Situation here is the beff, to lay fuch a Foundation, of 
‘ any to be found \n New-England. By the Favour of the Go¬ 
vernment, we have a good Townffiip of Land, capable of 
maintaining three Times the Number of Inhabitants that we 
‘ have ; and, I believe, it might be, in Time, rcplenifhed with 
‘ that Number, by this Means. And if we could perfuade a 
^ Number of young People, from the feveral remote Tribes, to 
‘ receive an Eclucation here, they might be a Means of Propa- 
I gating Chriftian Knowledge and Vertue very far among their 
‘ Tribes : And there is Ground to hope, we might obtain this, 

‘ by the Influence of two Engliffs Miffionaries in the Weftern 
Parts. I mean Mr. Barclay., a worthy Gentleman, and my 
‘ particular Friend, Miflionary to the Mohawks, who received 
his Orders from the Bilhop of London, and is maintained by 
\ the Society for Propagating theCofpd See. but as he is Chaplain, 

‘ at 
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‘ at thcrameTimc,in the King’sGarrifon and oblige 

‘ Send half his Timethere, 40 Miles diftant from them, and has 
« no eftablifhed Schod Mafier, or CaUthJl, labours under ^reat 

» Difadvantages. The other Gentleman, I mean, is Mr. 

‘ a zealous and well-difpos’d youngMan, fomcAccount of whom 
« you have in a Pamphlet, which accompanies this. In a Word, 

* Sir, I think the Defign of a Schod, in the Manner 1 have pro- 
‘ ieaed, is of very great Importanrc, not to fay abfolmely ne- 

‘ ceffary, in order to the effectual Propagatron ot the Chnftian 

. Religion among them •, and unlefs this Peoj^e are ^yond all 
‘ other, under a Curfe from Heaven, this would probably do it: 

* for, except their Completion, I fee nothing, in th^ People, 

« but that they may be cultivated into as agreable a People as 
‘ anv other. They are naturally mgenioUs and good tempered 
‘ as mher People, and many of the little Children very pretty 
« and agreable , and feem to want Nothing but a right Cultiva- 
‘ tion ro form their Minds and Manners into every laudable 
‘ Quality and Ation, human Nature is capable of. If I can be 
‘ thS Inftrument in the Hand of Providence ro lay fuch a Foun- 
« dation as this, it would be a great Satisfadtion to my Mind -, 

« and, I hope. Generations to come will have Occafion to re- 

‘ member my Name with Gratitude. _ 

‘ I am fure, the Defign is good ; and, it feems to me, as 
‘ neceffary as it is good , for indeed without this Method of 
‘ Inftrudlion & Cultivation of their Children, our Labour feems 
‘ to be, in great Meafure, vain. I cannot but hope it may be 
« effeaed, notwithftanding the Difcouragementi it has hitherto 
« met wi^h I believe there might have been feme confiderable 
‘ Subferiptionsmade in thisCountry, had not the War prevented. 
« When it fhall pleafe God to put an End to this diftreffing Ca- 

‘ lamity I fhall ufe my utmoflrEndeavours.with theAfiiftance of 

‘ crood and well-difpos’d Gentlemen, to put theMatter forward. 

Thefe two Letters, from Mr, Sergeant,! am apprehentive 
never reach’d the Gentlemen to whom they were direrled ; for, 
Smember 24. 1747, Mr. SERtTEANT notes, in his Journal, that 
he had then receiv’d aLetrerftorn informing 

him that Capt. Ccrawhad receiv’d no Letter from him, and was 












1747 Hiftorical Memoirs, 131 

a little out of Temper upon that Account. And then adds, ‘ I 
‘ immediately laid afide all other Bufinefs and wrote to’Dr. 
‘ Jyfeough & Mr. Ceram.’—Yea. I fiifped:, that even this fecond 
Letter he now wrote to Dr. Ayfeough, fail’d by the Way j for, 
in a fecond Letter which the Doiior wrote to Mr. Serg’eantI 
dated December 9, 1748, he informs him, that he had receiv’d 
his Letter of 7«/jy 22, 1748, but makes no Mention of any of an 
earlier Date. He alfo fays to him, that he was glad the Con¬ 
gregation of Stockbridge had receiv’d the Bible he fent; which 
feems to intimate, that the firft Information he had of their re¬ 
ceiving of it, was by Mr. Sergeant’s Letter of July 22, 1748 ; 
whereas Mr. Sergeant in his Letter of January 1746,7,’ 
inform’d the Dobior of the Receipt of it, and return’d himThanks 
for it. I have before taken Notice, that as foon as Mr. Hollis 
was made acquainted with Mr. Sergeant’s Defign oiaBoarding- 
School, he diredfly ordered twelve more Boys to be taken in upon 
that Foundation, and educated wholly at his Coft. But,by Rea- 
fon of the War, which much afFcded them oi Stockbridge, his 
Orders were not put in Execution, and the whole Affair of the 
Boarding-School was defer’d, till a more favourable Opportunity. 
Mr Hollis, being inform’d of this, wrote this Year to De.Colman, 
infifting upon it, that 12 Boys fhould, without any furthei Delay, 
be taken & educated at his Charge : And thofe Paffagesof Mr. 
Hollis’s Letter, which related to that Affair, Dr. Colman tranf- 
ferib’d to Mr. Sergeant. In a Letter of May 7, the Dobior 
writes ; 

Reverend and dear Sir, 

‘ Yetlerday I receiv’d a Letter from our honoured Friend Mr. 

‘ Hollis, who fays— If my Money lie by till the IVar ends, it may 
be a long fime indeed. Do you fee the leaf Profpebi in the World 
of it ? Would you not wifh to fee the Redeemer’s Work carried on 
while you live ? I am not willing to have my Money of three Hun¬ 
dred and fifty Pounds jsar Currency lying by ufelefs, till the War is 
ended. And I do herewith appoint, that there be, as foon as pdfftble, 
1-2 more Heathen Boys taken on my Account, to be entirely provided 
for with Lodging and Maintenance, to be infirubted in the Cbrijiian 
Dobtrine. And after I know of this Order’s being comply’! with, 

I defign to make a large Remit ance for further carrying on the Work. 
—Thus far MecMoUUi from Higb-Wycomi, Jan, 1.746,7.' ■ 
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The Doiior goes 00, 

‘ Dear Sir, you will pleafe to communtcate this to the ho- 
‘ nourable Gemlemen, the Cemmitlee, to whom I paid, in your 
‘ Prcfrnce, laft Year, Mr. Hdlis’s three Hundred and fifty Pounds 
‘ our Currency, and all die other Moneys in my Hand -, and to 
‘ advife with them. I am fure, you and they can beft tell what 
‘ can and muft be done. I have wpbic myfelf to Mr.. Hollis to 
‘ Day, wherein I kt him know of this my prefent writing to 
‘ you, and I hope you will, as foon as may be, write to Mr. 

‘ Hollis, whofc good and generous Soul is enough to animate m 
‘ all.’- 

Who the Committee were, into whofe Hands Dr. Colmm paid 
Mr. Hollis's Money, and the other Money that was in his Hand, 

1 IhaJl have Occafion to Ihow by and by. 

In another Letter alfo, he tranferibes a Pallage from Mr. Hollis, 
and this being the laft written by Dr. Colman to Mr. Sergeant, 
lour Days before his Death, I ftiall tranfcrUbe fo much of it as 
relates to Mr. Sergeakt, and to the Affairs of Steckhridge. 

Bojion, Augufi 25. 1747. 

Reverend and dear Sir, 

• With a ftek and faint Breaft, and a trembling Hand, I now 
‘ write you (as it feems to me) my laft 4 but with a reviving 
‘ Pleafure, on a new Letter Yefterday receiv’d from the Rev. 

‘ Mr. Hollis, our pious and generous Fiknd •, repeating to me 
‘ the fame Things which he had before wrote.* / reqneft (fays 
be) that the three Hundred Pounds in your Hands of my Monty 
may be employ'd in the Education of twelve new Boys, of Heathen 
Parents, with all convenient Speed. Tea, I abfolutely inftft upon it, 
and promife herewith to make a Remittance for further Charge of 
Education and Mainlenante ; my E^ate being very much increas'd j 
having hod a great Deal left me, by a Relative deceafed. Pleafe to 
inform me, how it has gone with the Lads inftrubled at my Expence 
jome Time .ago. If fome prove naughty, others may come to Good. 
As for the War with Prance, la not that hinder the Education of 
Children at my Expence. I requeft it may be done fpeedilf, if there 
be Indian Parents willing to have their Children educated. Dr. 
Colman proceeds, ‘ Yefterday in the Evening, our worthy and 
‘ good Friend Mr. Wallis of Bofion call’d in upon me, and read 
‘ me a very good ah'd moft encouraging Letter from his good 

Uncle 
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‘ f f""’ refpcaing his further Progrefs at Ccurt 

rerpeamgiV.t;« (a new School) in general _and alfo 

of further Benefits to your Town, and the Support of Religion 
‘ and Education at Houfatunmk. ^ ^ 

‘ I was rejoyc’d to fee Mr. WMs ; and think Providence has 
chofen a very good Hand in him, and that he will naturally, 
and with Fidelity, miniftcr between his Uncle and you. I en- 
‘ treated him forthwith to ferve you with a Copy of his Uncle’s 
Letter: and I forward this to him to come therewith 
‘ When I took my Pen in Hand, I fear’d I Ihould not have 
been able to write at all. My Son, the Lord be with thee and 
‘ prolper thou when I am dead. May his holy Pleafure proVoer 
‘ in thy gracious Heart and Hand, which he has fanflified to 
‘ ferve his gracious Purpofes. I intend this Hour, God willino- 
‘ to write to Mr. Coram, thank and encourage him,and theLord 
‘ reward him ; to whom be Glory forever.—It Teems to be the 
‘ laft from. Reverend and dear Sir, 

Tour unworthy finful Brother^ 

■rr !_• T r . Benjamin Colman. 

UTpon this Letter of the Do£lar\ Mr. Sergeant wrote ‘ My 
' laft indeed from this good Man, whofe Soul is gone to’reft in 
‘ the Lord.’ May I be fuffer’d to add, A rare Inftance indeed of 
a good Man s dying, as it were with his Pen in his Hand, la¬ 
bouring to'.prdmote the Good of his Country, tile Profperity 
of his Friends, and the eternal Salvation of precious Souls t 
^ho of all his Brethren, the Sons of has he 

left behind him, who fo tenderly loves, fb ardently cares (qr, and 
fo vigoroufly endeavours to promote the Good of his native 
Country, as Dr. Colman did ? But I am ft^ping befide my Line, 

^nd muft return.- . ' ‘ 

If Mr. IVdlis fent a Copy.bf Mr. Cor ant's Lettef to Mr. Ser¬ 
geant, as the DoSlor defir’d, it is not to be found ; therefore 
what is meant by further Benefits, to Stockbridge,mA by the Support 
of Religion (S Education at Houfatunnuk, fppken of in the Doffar's 
Letter above, I am not able to fay. But by z new School, I con¬ 
clude, is included a Female Boarding-School, which Mr. Ceram 
then, and fince, ufed Endeavours to promoce. 

Things relating to the Boarding School, now appearing with a 
favourable Alpcdl, and Mr. Hollis urging very hard, that his 
S 2 twelve 
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twelve Boys might be, without any further Delay, taken upon 
that Foundation, Mr, Sergeant now entertain’d ferious Fho ts 
of profecuting that Dcfign, in the Manner he had propos d. He 
therefore, in the firft Place, mov’d the Mians of Stockbndge, who 
are the Proprietors of the undivided Lands in that Townjhip, to 
rive 200 Acres of Land, to build a School Houfe upon, and to 
be cultivated by the Children who Ihould receive theirEducation 
there. ' The Indians chearfully comply’d with the Motion, and 
eave 200 Acres of very good Land, about a Mile from the 
Meetin<^-Houfe,for thatPurpofe. The Manner & Time of their 
eivino- of it,I am not acquainted with,but theFad is well known. 

About the Middle of 7 «/y,Mr. Sergeant fet out on a Jour¬ 
ney to Bofton, in order to forward this important Affair. He 
went by the Way of Northampton, Hatfield and Hadley, that he 
might confer with thofe Gentlemen whom he had nominated, in 
the Poftfcript of his Letter to Dr. Colman,oi Hugujl i. 1743. to 
be a Committee, or TruBees, to receive and difburfe the Mopey- 
which might be given to proniote that good Defign, and who 
had exprea their V/illingnefs to take thatTrouble upon them,W2. 
xhe honourable John Stoddard, Eleazer Porter, Jfrael miliarns and 
Oliver Partridge, Efqrs; and the Rev. Mr. Edwards. Thefe are 
the honourable Gentlemen, the Committee, of whom Dr. Lolman 
fpeaks, in his Letter of May 21,above tranfcrib’d, to whom the. 
Dodlor paid, in Mr. Sergeant’s Prefence, Mr. Hollts s three 
Hundred and fifty Pounds, and the other Moneys which were m 
his Hand. By the other Money, I fuppofe he means Madam 
Holden\ oneHundred Pounds, and Dr. lFatt\/evenly Pounds, which 
he had received for the encouraging the Boarding-School. 

Thofe Gentlemen Mr.SERGEANT defired would .meet at Col., 
Porter’s of Hadley, bn the itoth of July, that he might there con-^ 
fer with them, and take their Advice and Dircdfion upon the 
Bufinefs before him. Col. Stoddard'znd Mr. Edwards came noc 
to the Meeting, and wholly, declin’d having any Thing more to 
do in that Affair. The otherGentlemcn,Col. Porter, Coimiltarns. 
and Col. Partridge mti, before whom Mr. SEJ^CEANx.daid opea 
the Affair, with what Clearnefs he could, and they advis’d him 
to proceed in it. Thefe Gentlemen alfo propos’d to be made^a. 
Body Politick to aa in that Bufinefs, and advis d Mr. Ser¬ 
geant to endeavour to accomplifh that Matter, and to de. 
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fire thcAffiftance 6f Mr. Hutchinfon, and Mr. Oliver in it. When 
Mr. Sergeant came to Bofton, he confer’d with thofe Gentle¬ 
men upon the Subjeft, who tho’t it not beft that the fore-named 
ht incorporated ■, but rather that the Matter 
fiiould be put into the Hands of the London Corf oration, and 
tranfadted by their Commijfioners here. The Commtjfioners them- 
felves were alfo of the fame Mind ; and finally, neither the one 
nor the other was done, but the whole Care of that Affair (fo fat 
as I can learn) devolv’d on Mr. Sergeant ; who refolv’d, with 
what Speed he could, to eredt a Building for, and to proceed to, 
the Education of the Indian Children ; more efpecially thofe for 
Whofe Education Mr. Hollii ftood engag’d : and from Bojlon he 
wrote to Mr, Hollis, informing him of the Steps he had taken, 
and that he defign’d to proceed in that Affair, as faft as he could. 
Of this Letter 1 find no Copy, but only a Minute in Mr. Ser¬ 
geant’s Journal, that he thus wrote to him. September 25, he 
again wrote to Mr. Hollis, and by his Anfwer the Reader may 
give'Tome Guefs what was contain’d in Mr. Sergeant’s Letter. 
Mr. Hollis's Anfwer is dated from 

Higb-Wycomb in Buckinhamfhire, 
Reverend Sir, 22. 1748. 

‘ I received fome Time fince a Letter of yours, dated Sept. 25. 
‘ 1 know not the Caufe, why it was fo long before it came to 
‘ Hand. I do not find that my Order, for the Maintenance, 
‘ Cloathing and Inftrudion of twelve more Heathen Boys, has 
‘ been comply’d with as yet. If it has not yet been effeded, 

‘ pray let it be done out of Hand, viz. twelve Boys of Heathen 
‘ Parents j fuch as are not Profeffors of Chriftianity, but Chil- 
‘ dren of Heathen Parents. As to my Money, which according 
‘ to what Dr. Caiman wrote to me, I fuppofe might amount to 
* 340 or 35o£. New-England Currency —be pleas’d to let the 
‘ Gentlemen know, that I am not willing that it fhould be laid 
‘ up as a Fund : I would have it expended in the Education and 
‘ Maintenance of the twelve frelh Boys for my Account; and I 
‘ defign to make a further.Remitt^ce for the defreying further 
‘ Expence. In your next be pleas’d to let me know, how much. 
‘ of my Money may be ftill remaining.’- 

Mr. Hollis continuing to urge, that twelve Boys might, out 
of Hand, be fupported gnd educated at his Expence, and the 

War 
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War continuing, which forbid its being done with any Conve¬ 
nience at Stockbridge, Mr.SERCE ant determined to provide them 
a fuitable Matter, and to fend them abroad. He therefore went 
to Capt. Martin Kellogg, a Gentleman of Newington in Conneblicui, 
with whom he prevail’d to take the twelve Boys for one Year; 
and to inftruift them both in Learning & in hard Labour, The 
Indians, when it was propos’d to them, confented that their Chil¬ 
dren (hould go. Of this Affair Mr. Sergeant gives us thefe 
IhortHints in his Journal. ‘ March 13, 1747,8. propos’d to the 
‘ Indians to fend theirChildren with Capt. Kellogg to Newington : 

* they confented. /^rit 12. chofe the Boys. May 23. Mr. 

* Hollis'e, twelve Boys went off to Newington.' 

Of thefe Things Mr. Sergeant (I conclude) gave Mr. Hollis 
an Account in aLetter for in his next & laft to MtSergeant, 

dated London, OStober 5, he fays ;-‘ I have a Letter from 

‘ you, wherein you mentioned concerning the Indian Boys. Pray 

* let me know If you receiv’d of the Gentleman for my Account 
‘ L- 35 ‘^i New-England Currency, and in what Manner it may 

‘ have been difburfed. If expended let me have Account.-- 

‘ I have inclos’d a Bill of £. 114 New-Tork Currency ; Value 

* £. 60 Sterling. Pleafe to be very particular in yourAnfwer to 

* this.—Pray let the Gentleman, that has the Care of the Boys, 

* be defired to pray with them every Morning and every Night, 
‘ and before and after every Meal, and that he endeavour to 

* inttill into their Minds Principles of Piety & Godlinefs.’-- 

Feb. 17th. Mr Sergeant writes; ‘ During this Winter met 

‘ the Indians once aWeek, to confer with them.—Communicated 
‘ Mr. Brainard's Journal to them.’ Mr. IVoodbridge, School- 
Matter ntStockbridge, in aLetter to me, foon afterMr.SsRGj ant’s 
Death, gives a more particular Account of thefe Meetings in the 
following Words—• ‘ In the Winter Seafon, it was his common 

* Praftice to meet the Indians once a Week in the Evening for 
‘ religious Exercifes. In thefe I very often accompanied him ; 
‘ and, when fometimes he could not attend, he would defire 

* me to ferve in his Stead. Thefe Exercifes feem’d to have a 

* good Effed, by begeting in the Minds of the Indians a Seriouf- 
‘ nefs about the Things of Religion. And in the Summer Sea- 
‘ fon he commonly fpent an Hour after publick Service in In- 

* ftrudions, Exhortations, and Chriftian Advice.’-—-- 


This 
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This was a very proper and necelTary Method to be ufed with 
that People, who had not the Advantage of inereafing in Know¬ 
ledge by Reading, as others have ; and by thofe Means a good 
Degree of Knowledge and Undeiftanding, in the Principles of 
Religion, was inftil’d into their Minds, by their faithful and la¬ 
borious Teacher. 

Feb. 21. (he fays) ‘ The young People meet Lord's-Day Even- 
‘ ings for rcligiousExercifes, Prayer, Singing,&c. This they did 
‘ of their own Accord.’—This fcems to Ihew, that the Minds of 
the young People were impreft with religious Sentiments, and 
that they delighted to draw near to God. 

What Sum of Money Mr. Sergeant had in Hand, or at 
Command, to enable him to ereft a fuitable Building for the 
Boarding- ScJmoI, upon the Lands given by the Indians for that 
End, I am not able to fay ; but he now refolved to ufe what he 
had, for that Purpofe, and endeavour’d to procure mpre. 

He wrote to theRev. Mr. Andrew EMet oi Bojlon, defiring him 
to put forward a Subfeription there. That Gentleman, w.lw was 
a very hearty Friend to the Caufe, propos’d a Method, that was 
likely to have fucceeded, had it been put in Execution : but 
there arofe So many Objeftions againft the prefent Execution of 
Mr. Sergeant’s Scheme, that Mr. Eliot was difeourag’d, and 
nothing was done there. 

He wrote alfo to the Rev. Mr. Williams of Lebanon upon the 
fame Subjedt, who communicated his Letter to the Rev. Mr. 
Eliot., Miniftcr of the fccond Parifh in that Place, call’d Gojhen: 
And in aLetter of May 7. Mr.Williams inform’d Mr. Sergeant, 
that at Gofien they h^ gathered by Contribution, on the Day of 
general Fading in Comebiicut, about twelve Pounds, and that bis 
Congregation, on the fame Day, contributed to that goodDcfign 
between thirty and foriy Pounds, which waited his Order. I Hnd, 
by an Account from Stockbridge, that the exadt Sum contributed 
at Lebanon y/is forty-nine Pounds one Shilling. About the fame 
Time, if I miftake not, died Mr. Elery of Hartford in OmneSicut, 
who left by Will, to the Indians of Stockbridge^ one Hundred and 
twenty Pounds. . ' 

Mr. Sergeant alfo wrote the following Letter to the Hon. 
Society for Propagating Chrifiian Knowledge, in Scotland ; defiring 
AfTiftance from them. 

Stockbridge, 
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Stockbridge, in New-England,, 
Sir, March i8. 1749. 

‘ Some Years are now paft, fince a Propofal for the more 
‘ effeftual Education of the Indian Children, and the further 
‘ Spreading ofChriftianKnowlcdge & Piety among their feveral 
‘ Tribes, written in a Letter to the late Reverend and pious Dr. 

‘ Caiman of Bojlon, was publiflied, with his Recommendation of 
‘ the Defign. Several Copies of the Propofal were difperfed, 

* not only in thefe Parts, but alfo in Great-Britain, particularly 
‘ by the Means of that worthy and excellent Gentleman, and, 

‘ ifl miftake not, he tranfmitted fbmeCopies to your honourable 

* Society. 

‘ I'he Execution of that Defign has been much hindred and 
‘ delay’d by theWar we have been engag’d in with France. Bur, 

‘ as there is now a Profpedl of Peace, I hope that Defign may, 

‘ by the Bleffing of God, take Effeft. A private Gentleman in 
‘ 'England fet5 a noble &generousExample,which,if it be follow’d 
‘ as itdeferves,witl,it is to be hoped,foon carry theDcfign fo for- 
‘ ward as to anfwer fome of the great and good Ends propos’d. 

‘ That pious and charitable Gentleman propofes,at his ownCoft, 

‘ to cloath, maintain and educate twelve Boys. The Defign I 
‘ think fo good & fo necelTary, confidering the grofs Ignorance 
‘ and Barbarity of our Indian 'rribes,that I would not be wanting- 
‘ in any Tiling in my Power to forward it. And fince your 
‘ honourable Society has fiiown fo laudable a Zeal to propagate 

* Chriftian Knowledge and Piety, among the poor barbarous 
‘ Aborigines of America, I tho’t it proper, humbly, but yet ear- 

* neftly,to recommend it to your charitable Notice. If it comes 
‘ within the Limits of your Province, I cannot think your 
‘ Charity can be better bellow’d. 

‘ The projefted School is defign’d much in the Manner of the 
‘ Charity Schools in Ireland, which, we are told, have had won- 

* derful good Effedls : and why may not the fame Methods of 
‘ Education us’d here, by the Bleffing of the fame graciousGod, 
‘ have the like good Eftefts ? By fufficient Experience, I have 
‘ found, that more effeftual Methods of Education, than what 
‘ have yet been us’d, efpecially in Refpedt of Manners and In- 
‘ duftry in Bufinefs, arc highly neceflary for this barbarous un- 

* cultivated People. ■ 
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• I would gladly have, in the projefted School, all the more 
■* ufeful and important Parts of Learning that ferve in common 

* Life, and that feme, at lead, may be fitted there for an Acade- 

* Education •, and fo be qualified to inftrudt others ; that, 
‘ in Time, by the Bleffing of God, the Kingdom of Chrift may 
‘ fpread more fuccefsfully far and wide, by their Means, among 
‘ the remoter Tribes. One would hope this might be done, 
‘ and anfwer, at the fame Time, both a religious and a political 
‘ View. Certainly, if, from us. Learning and good Manners 
‘ could be propagated among them, it would be'a Means of 
‘ engaging them more firmly in the Britijh Intereft : but if, with 
‘ Learning and good Manners, true Religion might take Place 
‘ among them, then they would become the Subjedts of theKing 
‘ of Heaven,and be joined to theNumber of Chrift’s Redeemed, 
‘ which muft needs be the Wilh and earneft Defire of every fin- 

* cere Chriftian. 

‘ The liberal Gentleman, I had Reference to,confincs his Cha- 

* rity to Boys, and thefe Heathen. I dp not blame his Intention ; 

‘ but yet, equal Care, I think, fhould be takein of Females -, and 
‘ Chriftian Children need the Advantage, of fuch Education as 
‘ well as Heathen. ' ' 

‘ I hope this good Defign will gain the Approbation of your 
‘ honourable Society, and that they wifFbc'able to contribute to- 

* wards it: atdeaft,Idoubtn6tbuttH(i^'wiirfcjrgivemetheFfce- 
‘ dom I have us’d, in making this Application for that Purpbfe.j 

* The School is already begun, and wC have had ra Boys upipn 

* theprojeftedPIanofEducationnow almoft aYear: An Hobfc 

‘ is in Building for their Reception, and will be fit forthatPur- 
‘ pofe, I hope, in'a few Months. ' 

‘ May durgracious Gbd'diredt&foceeed your, and all orher, 
‘ pious Endeavours to enlarge thcKingdom of our glorious Rc- 
‘ deemer j which i's the edfineft Prayer of, 

. To the Prefident for Sir, 

the Time of the Tour moft humble Servant, 

Hon:Sohiety\&c: ^ JOHN SERGEANT. 

I fuppofe, either “that thisLetter fail’d of reaching the5o«ir//to 
which it was diredfed, or that they did noCTec Caufe to do any 
Thing in Favour of the Boarding-Schoolfor I find not any An¬ 
fwer to it, nor do I remember ever to havC'heatd of their doing 
T . any 
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any Thing to pto^iote ir. Seeing that Society'defired a Corre- 
fpondence with Mr. Sergeant, and that he would bedn it, by- 
giving them anAccounc whatProgrefs Religion had made among 
the Indians at Stockbridge,'fi]xich he did i and feeing he now wrote 
to them as above, it is fomewhat ftratige that he never receiv’d 
.a Line from them. The mod probable Conjedure I can make 
in the Cafe is, that cither his Writings to them, or theirReturns,. 
iail’d by the Way. 

It appears by the foregoing Letter, that Mr. Sergeant had 
now erected a Building for the Boarding School, and that it was 
like to be fit, in a few Months, for the Reception of theScholars, 
And while he was, with, much Pains and Induftry profecuting. 
that good and pious Defign, which was attended with fome Dif- 
couragemcncs, his Spirit was refrolh’d by the Rec^tion of the 
following mod kind & obligingLetter from theRev. tlx.AyJcougbi 
Little-Street,near Liecejler Fields^. 
Reverend Sir, Decetnier 9. 1748. 

'• 1 receiv’d,lad Week,theFavour of yours,dated 2 2.1748. 

• and am glad ,ro, hear that ypur Congregation are at lad in 
‘ Pofleflion of the Bible ; pray God blefs it to them, and, under 
‘ the Direction of fo faithful and pious an Expofiror,make it the 
‘ Means of Grace & of Salvation to them. I dill continue my 

• ardentWiflres for the Si^cqefs pf the trulyChrjdian & ^podolick. 

• Defign you are engaged In ; and I think the Method you are 

• in, for the educating yotafig Indians, in the Knowledge of th& 
‘ TVuth, the mod effedtual one that can be taken. Pray God 
‘ give you Succefs. But whether that follows or not, yourEp’ 

• deavours for it cannot fail of a Reward. I ofjten tlfipk,of youp 

‘ Edps and..of your Merit,-and'I Iqok gpon myfetf as Nothing 
‘ in 'Compafifon of yovk }*hp.have devoted ypurfelf to a moft 
‘ 'hazardouS''ahd raborio,0is Life^in Order to intpduce theKnow- 
‘ ledge of the Gofpel among the Heathen Nations. I mud not 
‘ only confider you as a gpod Chridian, but alfo as a ufeful and 
‘ good Subjedt, fince every Convert you make mud be look’d 
‘ upon as a new Subjfeft brought'over to the intered. 

‘ And truly, the infinite Pains that are taken by French (who 
‘ feldom come behind us in civil Policy) to make Papijis of the 
‘ Indians, fhould teach us to ufe fome Endeavours to make 
‘ Protejlants of them. With this Senfe of your Merit, and the 

i Ufefulnefs 
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: “Sd'tf'o? t 'S 

‘ you havu mJj, wlm N„„Sr2tTl‘'1; 
folliatmg in the ftrongeft Manner, Ld doiL tE utmoft^J 

;p.3;3T;T3:..?fc«s| 

• Prayers for me and all belonging to me • andbe'aS’'?” 

: «be :;felf'^'£'f f 3 
offtSitaticae Brother, 
tind. humble Servant, 

Mr. Saapa^NT mcei.’d this Letter but a 
h.s Death, and. ,f I miftake not, I have been inforrd ,hat"e 
had not Oppprpunicy to return an Anfwer to it. For the Sati. 
fa?'a°d h ' ■WVKO'ahofc Hands this Hifto™ 3 
falJ, and who want to be inform’d in the Things after whi?h cJ 

hi 7 l S^'o’T ■ of^tlie d 73 hte: 

felf, if It fhpuld ever reach him, I fhall briefly touch upon wh^c 
has not been fuffic.ent y illuftrated in the foiling Account 
As for the Scheme which Mr. Sergeant •—fome 

Account was given of it in his Letter of ^,^1/Jp,'' 
Caiman, to which it may not be amifs here t^dd t tha? hi, Si 
fign was, that the Indian Boys,under theCartof a faithful Mafter 
who fhould labour with and infpeft them, fliould fubdue and 
cultmte the 200 Acres of Land upon which they live • that 
t^hey fhould raife upon it all Sorts of PrVvifions ; tha/they fhould 
keep upon the Fajm a Stock of Cattle, Sheep, Hogs,&c. that 

Milk‘&c*th rh^ool. Flax, 

the of ^ f M “P°'' “ •’ alfo,being under 

Sorts of Bufinefs fuitable to their Sex. By this Means, they 
T 2 might. 
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miffhr, after fome Time,in great Meafure, if not wholly, fupport 
themfelves; be form’d to InJuftry ; be acquainted with the 
Enzlijh Language and Manners ; and be fit, at about 20 Years 
of Age, 10 fet up upon Farms of their own. By taking the In¬ 
dian Children when youngs and bringing them up in theWay of 
Induftry (a^ well as Learning) Mr. Sergeant defign’d to cure 
them of Idlenefs, which they are much addifted to, and,which is 
a Seed Plot of all Manner of Vice among the Indians. 

As to the Situation of the Place where Mr. SERGEANx/e/zW t 
—1 obferv’d before, that Houfaturmuk is in the S. W. Corner of 
the MairachufettsProvince, butting upon Connelficut Colony South, 
and,, upon New-Tork Government Weft. For tho’ by Charter the 
Maffachufetts Province extends Weft to the South Sea, and muft 
therefore Butt upon the Gulf of California near the North Pait 
of it, yet the Dutch being previoufly fettled upon Hudfon's River^ 
cut this Province in two, and at prefent we inhabit no further 
Weft than to the Dutch Settlements. Stockbridge lies at theNonh 
End of what goes by. the Name of Houfatunnuk, about 16 or i8- 
Miles North of Conneilicut Line, upon a Stream which goes by 
the Name of Houfatunnuk River., and empties itfelf into the Sea,, 
between Milford and Stratford in ConneSlicut Colony. This River., 
tho’ it be Navigable for 8 or 10 Miles from the Mouth of it,and 
extends itfelf crofs theCfl/c«y of Conneaicut, and almoft c’rofs the 
Province of the Maffachufetts, more than 120 Mil6s into Land, 
yet is not laid down in any of the Maps, which I have leen ot 

this Country. , , 

The Place of this River at Stockbridge is about 40 or 45 Miles 
Weft of Conneaicut River, and about 25 or 30 Miles Eaft of 
Hudfon’s River. It’s Courfe at Houfatunnuk is from North ta 
South and after it. enters Conneaicut Colony it bears confidcrably 
to the’Eaft of South, till it falls into the Ocean at Stratford. 

Northampton, upon Conneaicut River, is in, or near, the fame 
Parallel of Latitude with Stockbridge, and Mr. Neal in hisHiftory 
of New-England has, in his Map, laid down Conneaicut and 
Hudfon's Rivers, which in the Latitude of Northampton & Stock- 
bridge are about 70 or 80 Miles afunder. Any one therefore, 
bv looking into Mr. Neali Map, and drawing a Weft Line from 
Northampton, of 40, or 45 Miles extent, may eafily fix the 
Place of Stockbridge. 
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As for tht Condition of the Place ;—the foregoing Hlftory.wich 
what may be further faid.will perhaps be tho’t fufficient.—And 
as for the Condition of the Country round it ;—South, upon Houfa- 
tunnuk River, it has lately been purchafed of the Indians, and is 
fettled by Inhabitants of this Province. The Name of theTown 
is Sheffield-, it is divided into t\yoParifhes,in each of which there 
is a Minifter fettled. Eaft oiStockhridge there is a Wildernefs of 
about 40 Miles extent, which reaches to the Englifh Settlements 
upon Conneiiicut River it is Mountainous, and loaded with im- 
menfe Quantities of Timber, of almoft all Sorts, f Weft is a 
Wood of about 20 Miles extent, reaching to the Butch Settle¬ 
ments in New-Tork Government. And North lies x.\\zt great and 
terrible Wildernefs, of feveral Hundred Miles extent, which 
reaches to Canada. 

What Progrcfs Mr. Sergeant made, may, I hope, in fome 
good Meafure, be judged of, by the whole Account I have here 
given. And with Refpedl to the Number of Mr. Sergeant’s 
Congregation, and of what Sort of Perfons it conjijis ;—Mr./i^W- 
a little after Mr. Sergeant’s Death, wrote to me, that 
there were 53 Indian Families in theTown, that they own’d 20 
Houfes built after t\\e Englifh Mode, and that the wholeNumber 
of Indians living at Stockbridge was then 218 ; of which' 129 
have been baptized. Of thefe 42 wereCommunicants, 18 Males 
and 24 Females. The whole Number of Indians baptifcd by 
Mr. Sergeant, both living and dead, was 182. The Number 
of Scholars belonging x.oyi.x.Woodbridge'% School was 55, about 
40 is the Number which attend the School at once. There are 
alfo about 12 or 13 Englifh Families dwelling there. ■ 

As for the School lately fet up for the Indian Children, (by which 
Dr. Ayfeough intends the Boarding-School, and not that under the 
Care of Mr. Woodbridge) I have before given an Account of Mr. 
Sergeant’s taking i2 Indian Boys upon that Foundation, and 
at Mr. Hollis's Coft, and committing them to the Care of Capt. 
Kellogg of Newington, for a Year. Thofe Boys made Progrefs in 
Reading and Writing beyond the Captain’s Expeftation, and in 
the general behav’d well. Some Time in the Winter Mr. Ser¬ 
geant wrote toCapt. Kellogg, dcfiring him to come up to Stock- 

bridge 

+ In Stockbridge'ZoKcnis, and in the adjacent Wildernefs, is found Plenty of that 

famous Eaft India Root, Gin Sang. In the Summer 17 ji, it was firft found. 
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tridie.wxib. ^tm\a Jpril, theCaptain did fo -; and upon examin¬ 
ing the Boys Mr. S^ftoEANT. was well pleas’d with the Progrefs 
they had made in their Learning. Mr. Sergeant now urg’d 
Mr? Kellogg to take the Care of the Boys one Year at Stockbridgey 
to which he. confented : And after inftrudling them a While in 
a private Houfc, he went with them into the Boarding-School, 
which was now prepar’d for their Reception, tho’ far Ihort of 
being finilhed. The Dimentions of this Boarding-School, which 
Mr. Sergeant had ere( 51 ed, are, 38 Feet long, 36 wide : It has 
three Fire Rooms on one Floor, and two convenient Rooms be- 
fides, with a large Cellar under it. Of tlicfe Things Qz^i.Kellogg 
gave me an Account, in a Letter, foon after Mr. Sergeant’s 
Death : And this, fo far as I underftand it, was the State of that 
School when he died. His Defign was, this Summer, if hisLife 
had been fpar’d, to have gone with Capt. Kellogg, (who in his 
Youth was twice taken Captive by the Indians of Canada, and 
therefore had fomc Acquaintance with the Mohawk Language 
and Cuftoms) into the Mohawk Country, or to the Six-Nations 
as they are call’d, to invite them to fend their Children, to re¬ 
ceive an Education in the Boarding-School; and to have opened 
the Doors of it to the Children of any of the Tribes of Indians, 
who would fend them there to be educated. 

The laft Thing that Dr. Ayfeough defir’d to be inform’d of is. 
Whether Mr. Sergeant had any Salary or certain Appointment for 
his.Labours or not ? Before Mr. Sergeant’s Ordination he re¬ 
ceived from the Commiffioners at the Rate of f. 100 a Year our 
Currency. At his Ordination they fix’d his Salary at f. 150, 
when f. I yr. 6d. of our Paper Currency was equal to an Ounce 
of.Silver. They continued it at f. 150 for the Space of fix 
Vears. (as Mr. JVoodbridge informs me; during which Time our 
Paper Currency was near the fame inValue, it having depreciated 
no more than from f. i js. 6d. to f. i. pr. an Ounce : But 
continuing (till to fink in its Value,the CommtJJioners allow’d him 

200, and then f. 250, and fo it continued till the laft Year of 
his Lite, when they gave him 300 ; f. 2 lys. gd. of our Pa¬ 
per Currency then, not being more valuable than an Ounce of 
Silver. 

If by thofe Additions, the finking of Money was made good 
(as I am fenfiblehe tho’c it was not;, and his Salary was equal in 

yalue. 
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Value, to what it was at his firft Settlement, Silver being the 
Standard ; Yet, if it be confider’d with Relation to the Neceffa- 
ries of Life, for which it was expended, his Salary was not half 
fo good the lad; Year as it was the firft : for Wheat, when he 
fettled at Slockbridge was to be had for eight Shillings a Bufhel, 
and other Provifions in Proportion; but when his Salary waS'- 
300, it was not to be had under forty, or forty five SbUlings a 
Bufhel, and other Provifions were proportionably dear. The 
Sum itfelf confidered, every one muft be fenfiblc that his Salary 
was fmall, for it was but equal to f. 36 yj. 3^ ourprefenr 
Lawful Money, at 6s. 84 the Ounce : and no more than’^f.ay 
6s: 2d. Sterling. And can it be tho’r, that he could fupport him- 
felf and Family with that Sum, efpecially feeing all rheNeceffa- 
fies of Life were then, and are ftill, very dear in that remote Part 
of the Country. Had it not been for theHelps he receiv’d from 
Dr. Colman's Hand, and from other generous and well difpos’d 
Perfons, he could not have fubfifted at St-ockhridge fo long aTime : 
And after all the Helps he had, he was, while he liv’d, involv’d 
in many Difficulties, byReafon of the Scantinefs of his Support; 
and when he died, heleft hisEftatc involv’d in a Debt of between 
7 and f. 800 New-England Currency,even tho’ he had fold fome 
of it before to anfwer his necefifary Expences. A Friend cf his, 
who was well acquainted with his Circumftances, in a Letter to 
me, written fince his Death, ufes the following Expreffionsi^—:— 

‘ I ffiould have mentioned to you the preffing Want Mr. Ser- 
‘ geant has often been in, for want of a fufficient Suppctrtin his 
‘ laborious Work. Had not a good Providence, in a furprifing 
* Manner, provided and fsnt fome Affiftance to him, it is not at 
f all probable he woald' have left any Thing that cotild have 
‘ been a Benefit to his Family. And had it not been for his 
‘ fingular Prudence,and thbfe Helps, he muft have fold moft of 
‘ what the Government gave him * long ago.’ 

Thus I have endeavour’d to'anfwer the Rev. Dr. 

Enquiries, which had Mr.,'StfccSEAkT liv’d to have done, he 
doubtlefs would have perform’d fh a much better Manner, and 
more to the Satisfaftion of thofe who want to be inform’d. • 

It would be a faulty Omiffion, ffiould I ncglecft to fay, that 
when hisExcellency Governour Belcher came into hisGovernmcnt 
of New-Jerfey, Mr. Sergeaitt wrote to'him, con^atulatcd him 

Oil 

* His Right of Land in Sitckhriilge, 
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on that Occafion, expreft his Joy and Satisfaftion that he was 
appointed Governour oF his native Country, and retprned him 
•hS^moft hearty Thanks for the favourablcMention his Excellency 
had made of him in England, particularly to Dr. yiyfcot^h znd 
Mr. Coram. The Governour, yet retaining his former Kindnefs 
and Friendlhip for Mr. Sergeant, wrote, in a moft kind and 
obliging Manner, to him ; affuring him,of his Readinefs ^Jervc 
him^n what lay in his Power, and recommending to hmi the 
keeping up a careful & dutiful Correfpondence withDr. 4 :At>«^^ 
and Mt Coram, Gentlemen who were both willing and able to 
affift him, in his laudable and pious Undcrtakmg. 

The very great Regard Dr. Ayfcougb had for, and his Gene- 
rofity to, Mr. Sergeant, I know not how better toexprefs, Jan 
in the Da£lor\ own .Words ; as they are contain d in a Paffp 
of a Letter which he wrote to his Excellency Governour Belcher, 
dated December 9. 1748. where fpeaking of Mr. Sergeant he 

fays,-‘ I moft highly honour, and regard, that worthy Mi- 

‘ mfter of the Gofpel of Chrift, and am proud to call him Bro- 
‘ titer. How much greater as his Merit and how much grea^r 

* will be his future Reward, than that J many m the mjtjg- 
‘ nified and diftinguilhed among us ? You may be aflUred of my 
‘ heartieft Endeavours to promote the good Defign he is engaged 

* in-I am in greatHopesot being able to procure fomePenfion 

‘ to be fettled o"n him, that he may have fpme. httle l^ewar^ 

‘ for his indefatigable Labdurs, even in this pfe. In the me j 

‘ Time, 1 fttould be glad to have the Sum o\ twenty Pounds ad- 
‘ vanc’d to Him; but I am ignorant J the Means of doing it. . 
‘ I can only fay, that if you or he wi 1 draw upon me for tha^ 

‘ Sum 1 fhall think myfclF bound to honour your Bill at Sight. 

A 3 wtlccofdingly drawn, ancl th. Debt or fent over 
PeWr Stcriihg to Governour Belcher, who, in a Letter of 
16, 1749, (about two Months before Mr. Sergeant ^ f^ath) 
i„fornyd\im of the handfdme Remittance the .Dr^yjeough 
had made him •, and tells him, that he would pay the Monty to 
his Order: Which was accordingly done : Either ^uft before or 

a little after Mr. Sergeant’s Death. , > . . 

I have here been the more exaft,and * 

ownWords, that I might effeftually remove a M.ftake Jat fomc 
have gone into, who have tho’t and faid that the twenty Pounds 











1749 


Hiftorical Memoirs, ^c. 


147 


was mifapply’d 5 that Dr. defign’d it for the Boarding- 

School,and not for Mr. Sergeant’s ownUfe. Madam SerM 
W fatisfy others, I fuppofc, rather than herfelf (for the Cafe was 
doubtlefs plain to her) defir’d Governor Belcher's Sentiments upon 
that Head,, which he gave her in the following Words, 

Madam, 

‘ I have deliberately confider’d the Affair you have laid be- 
‘ fore me, and this Day have had Recourfe to the Rev Dr 
‘ AyJcough'sLtiitx of the 9th of Bee. 1748, and am of Opinion.' 

‘ that,by the Tenour of it, the twenty Pounds Sterling I paid him 
‘ (I- e. Mr. Sergeant) by th? faidDodtor’sOrder, was a Bounty 
‘ intirely to himfelf, for an Addition to his Comfort & Support 
‘ as an Evangelift to the Indians, on Houfatunnuk-River. ’ 
Given under myHand at Elifabetb-Town, in Raft New Jerfey 
June 29th 1752. j, Belcher. 

^ While Mr. Sergeant was carefully and faithfully proceedino- 
'in his Minifterial Labours, and with much Pains, Induftry and 
Application.profecuting that excellent, laudable and piousDefit^n 
of theBoarding-School, (Burdens perhaps too heavy forhisCon- 
ftitution) purpofing alfo in a little Time to go into the Mohawk 
Country to invite their Children to it, he was taken ill of a Slow 
or Nervous Fever, attended with Canker, which in a few Weeks, 
put an End to his precious Life, (on July 27. 1749, in the 39th 
Year of his Age) and to all his generous, pious & noble Tho’ts 
in Favour of the poor Natives, to fome of whom he was, during 
his Miniftry, a great and rich Bleffing, an Inftrument in theHand 
of Chrift of turning them from Barknefs io Light, and from the 
Power of Satan to God. 

To draw Mr. Sergeant’s Charafter, I am fenfible, is a Work 
to which I am not equal: but feeing it has not been attempted 
by any one heretofore, 1 lhall endeavour to give the ju&eft Re- 
prefentation of him 1 can, by thofe Helps I am furnilhed with. 


The 


V 
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The C H A R A C T E R, &C. 


Of the Reverend 

Mr. yohn Sergeant. 


Reverend Mr. John Sergeant was born ztNewark, 
^ in New-Jerfey, in the Year 1710. idis Father died 
was but a Child, after which his Mother was 
i^gain tnairied to Col, John Coopr, f Gernkman, who 
3006 only pr,ov’d a tender Hufband to .her, but alfo a kind and 
generous Father do hef Ch^ldreB ; having none of his own. Mr. 
Sjerpeant, in his Childhood, receiv’d a Wound by a Sythc in 
jhe Bad .of hi* Jdand, nefir ^hc Joint of his Wrift, which fo 
^edied the .Sioews and Nervep, chat hi? Hand perilhed to . that 
Pegree, that’dt wjis Htuch lefsthan the,other, «nd in geeatMeafpre 
This Accident was the Getafipn of his leaving ohr 'the 
fecular Bufinefs he was ,deA^’d for., and of his betaking himfeif 
HP Learning t in wbkb, being a Ferfon of a bright Genius, he- 
made,great Pregrefs : WherctipoohkLat,her in Law,,,Col,Cir(^fr» ' 
refolv’d to give him a liberal Education. He enter’d TaU-CaUep, 
at Bm-HavtnM (Us Cplq^ OmiMicui, ^pmher l where 
the Cotnelineis pf his Perfon, ,tbe Sweetnefs of his Temper, the 
Pec^cy pf has Behaviour, the Agreablenefs of his Converfatioir, 
the Diligence with which he ^ply’d hitnfdf to,and thePrpgrcfe 
he made in, his Studies, gain’d him the Efteem, not only of his 
Companions, but alfo of the Governours of the College. He 

S :eded Bachelor of Arts, September J725, and commenc’d 
er 1732, before which be was eledlcd Tutor of the College, 
in which he had his Education. In that Poll he continu’d four 
Ye^s, to the Satisfadtion of thofe who repos’d in him thatTruft, 
and to the Advantage of thofe wtio were under his Inftrudtion. 
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By tkis T»m€,he was determin’d for tlte Work of the Mlniftry ; 
and tlio’ he was well pleas’d with the Bufmers he was now in, 
and ftood as fair as any Man whatever, for a Cali & Setclement 
in any, even (he beft Parifh, that migiit become vacant •, yet he 
prefer’d a Mijftan to the Heathen ; not from, any Views he could 
have of Worldly Advantage from thence, but from a pious, ge¬ 
nerous and ardent Defire of being an Inftrumencin the Hand°of 
God of Good to the Indians, who were funk, below the Dignity 
of human Nature, and even to the ioweft Degrees of Ignorancd 
and Barbarity. 

There was fomething very uncommon, and which feems to 
have been from above, in the Difpofition and Inclination there 
was in him to this felf-denying Service : For before there was 
any Profped of his being imploy’d among the Natives, his ten¬ 
der Mind was fo affedted with theTho’tsof their periihing State, 
that it had been his Pradticei for a long Time, to make it Daily 
an Article in his fecret Addreffes to God, that he would fend him 
to the Heathen,a.w± make him an Inftrument in turning them from 
Barknefs to Lights &c. God granted him that which be reqxejied j 
for which he return’d his grateful Acknowledgments to him who 
heareth Prayer. And of thefeThings he xniotm'dMr.Wcodhridge, 
hisFellow Labourer,at his firft going toHeufatunnuk •, butftriflly 
injoin’d him to keep them fecret, which he accordingly did till 
fmesMr. Sergeant’s Death. 

He was a Perfon to whom Nature prov’d lavUh of her beft 
Gifts 5 or, in Words more agreable to the Chriftian Scheme, 
God gracioufly beftow’d upon him excellent Endosvments, both 
of Body and Mind. In Stature he was fmall; yet, of a very 
exad: and comely Proportion, except his Hand beforefflentioned ; 
his Hair dark his Eyes black and lively : He was ruddy, and 
withal of a beautiful Cauntemnee, and goodly to look to, * He was 
. favour’d with a firm, healthy and good; Confliitutionv and there¬ 
fore pftfs’d, with the greater Eafc, thro’ the many Difficulties 
and Hardlhips that attended him in tlie Courfe of his Miffion. 
He was of a moft fweet, kind and benevolent natural Temper ; 
without the leaft Confticutional Turn towards Gloominefs, Me¬ 
lancholy, or Jealoiify: Hi® Converfation operty free, courteous, 
pleafant and very attraiSiive •, fo chat ally wiho had the Happinefs 
to enjoy it, were pleas’d and delighted by it. The Powers of 
V 2 his 
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his Mind were bright and ftrong whence he was able to ufe 
clofeApplication,and with Eafc made greatProgrefs in Learning: 
Few of his Years exceeded him. 

• His natural Accortlplilhments were poUfhed, enlarg’d,and im¬ 
prov’d by a liberalEducation and rendered him defireable and 
amiable to all, and very ufeful in his Day. 

True and undiffembled Piety gaveLuftre andBeauty to all his 
other Endowments,both natural and acquir’d ; and prepar’d him 
to be eminently ferviceable in the Station God affign’d him. In 
his tender Years he was of a very innocent Turn of Mind, and 
of a blamelefs Behaviour free from thofeVanities & Vices which 
young People too often indulge to, and careful to follow the 
Ways of Virtue : Which might have inclin’d one to think, that 
he was the Subjedl: of the Grace of God from the Womb. But, in 
jiis riper Years, while he was at College, he was under thofe In¬ 
fluences from above, which he apprehended wrought a faving 
Change in him, and form’d him to the divine Life. And what 
better Evidence could he have, that he was not miftaken, than 
what was confequent upon this Change, viz. a Temper & Con- 
verfation becoming the Gofpel of Chrift, adorning the Chriftian 
FrofelTion he then made ? Of this Change, wrought by the Spirit 
of God upon his Heart, he very modcftly and privately fpake to 
fome of his intimateFriends,from whom I have my Information ; 
But I find not that he left oneWord in all hisWritings,refpe(51:ing 
his religious Experience, Devotion, &c. except one PafTage in a 
Letter he wrote to a Friend, by whom he feems to have bten 
compel’d to boaji bimfelf a little^ as the Jpojlle of the Gentiles was 
before him. The Paflage is this— ‘ With. Refped to my own 
‘ Chriftian Experience, I believe, I could give you that Account 
‘ which would fatisfy you, in your own Way of thinking ; tho’ 
‘ ’tis now fo long fince I pafs’d thro’ that Scene of Conviftion, 
‘ Humiliation, and, what I fuppos’d wasConverfion, that a great 
‘ many Particulars are now efcaped from my Memory.’—Some, 
perhaps, may blame Mr. Sergeant, that he did not commit to 
Writing thole Things which paft over him at fuch a Seafon, 
that he might have review’d them for his ownComfort, and left 
them behind him for the Benefit of others. It was owing to bis 
very great Modefty and Humility, and to his Care not to (to 
any Thing, that might be thought to favour of Oftentation in 

Religion 
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Religion (which is a Thing very hurtful to its Intereft) that he 
kept thofe Things to himfelf. And whether he did not, by that 
Modefty, Humility & Guard againft Oftentation, give a dearer 
Evidence of the Truth of Religion in himfelf, and difcovcr a 
greater Concern for the Honour and Intereft ol Religion in aene- 
ral, than he could have done,by Writing his own Life, publiftiing 
his own Experiences, and proclaiming his ownGoodnefs, I leave 
others to determine ? His Life alfo fo abounded in the Fruits of 
Righteoufnefs, and was fo conform’d to the Gofpel of Chrift 
that we have abundant Reafon to conclude the Tree was sooL 
becaufe the Fruit was fa. * 

He was very conftant and frequent in the Devotions of the 
Clofet,pouring out his Soul toGod in ferventAddrefies of Prayer, 
Prajfe, &c ; which he found to be not in vain : for, as he himfelf 
tho’t, God gracioufly granted him frequent Anfwers of Prayer. 

He was a devout Worlhiper of God in his Family, fail’d not 
of Morning & Evening Devotions ; on which Occafions he read, 
with great Serioufnels and Solemnity of Spirit, a Portion of the 
holy Scriptures, generally making ufeful Obfervations for the 
Benefit of his Family. He always rca,d the New Teftament out 
of the original Greek, with which he was well acquainted. With 
great Solemnity and Reverence he approach’d the Throne of 
Grace, and pfFer’d Ijis devout Addreffes to God, in the Name of 
Jefus Chrift, the Mediator ; thro’ whofeMcrits, and Mediation 
only, he hop’d for, and expeded, the Acceptance of his Prayers, 
and of his Perfon. There were Inftances of his Voice failing, 
and of his being oblig’d to make a Paufe in Family Prayer ; the 
Occafion of which was, a lively Senfe & overbearing Apprehen- 
fion of the glorious Perfedtions & incomprehfnfible Excellencies 
of the divine Being, as he inform’d one who enquir’d into the 
Reafon of thofe Interruptions. 

. He lov’d the Houfe of God and his publick Worlhip, greatly 
rejoic’d at the Return of holy Sabbaths, enjoy’d much Com¬ 
munion with God in his Houfe, but in no Part of divineWorfhip 
fo much as in the Communian of the Supper: in which he had fuch 
evident Communications of divine Love, fuch Affurance of the 
compleat Satisfadfion of Chrift, of the Sufficiency of hjs Atone¬ 
ment, and of the Prevalency of his Interceffion at the rightHand 
pf God, as almolf: tranfported him. Thefe Emotions were what 
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attended him in Ms tounger Years, and were not very frequent: 
But as he advanc’d in Years, and in Grace, he prefer d the Sati^ 
faftion which proceeds from the calm, rationaV Exereife ©f prafti- 
eal Piety and Devotion, to thofe Emotions- of the Mind. Thefe 
Thin<JS he never openly fpake of, nor would they ever have been 
known, had not his moft intimateFriends, f®whona he privately 
fpake of them, made them known, after his Death. Thus he 
walked with God in devout Exercifes of a publick, private, and 
•fecret Nature, and enjoy’d much Delight and Satisfaftton ih fo 

*^°He’was of a moft tender Confcience ; endeavour’d to keep at 
the areateft Diftance from every Thing that favour’d of Impiety, 
thai°caftContempt upon the Authority of-God, ortlrat brought 
Reproach upon Religion and us’d his beft Endeavours to keep 
■a Confcience void of Offence, towards God and towards Men. 

He had a very great Love to, and the higheft Veneration for, 
the facred Oracles of God -, efteem’d them infinitely preferable to 
theTreafuresof the World, and incomparably more valtiabk than 
the beft human Compofurcs : and the Study of them was his 
great Delight. He view’d,with Aftonifhment and Surprize, the 
glorious Methods of divine Love and' Grace in the Salvation of 
Sinners by Jefus Chrijl, as difeover’d in thcBiBte, that pureSource 
of Li<^ht. And while he form’d his own Sentiments by the pure 
Cracks of God, and followed the Wayof Trufh,"dccording to the 
beft Judgment he could- make, he was of a moft benevolent and 
charitable Spirit towards thofe who differ’d from him. Hedov’d 
Chriftians of all Denominations,who gave Evidence of theirLove 
to Chrift, much lamented- the Diftance, Alienation, and Bitter- 
nefs, that appear axnongChriffians of different Sentiments in lefier 
Matters, and long’d-to fee them- united in Love and Peace. 

His Catholick Temper recommendedi him to- the Efteem of 
many ; to GoveYnoar Bekher\ in particular wbo,in a Confola- 
tory Letter, written to Mrs. Sergeant after his Death, has this 

Paffage. l rw. j v 

‘ Mr. SiaGEAUT being now made free ampn» the Dead, it 
*- can be no Flattery to fay, hewas a Gcntlcnfaff of uncommon 
« Piety and Learning, and of' grCarGetlei-ofifv’aitd true Cont- 

* paffion to the Sbuls and Bodies of Men ; and more efpecially 

• to that poor bcnightcdPeoplc, God had committed to hisCare^ 
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^ and who Ixsforcwere perjQiing for lack of Knowledge. God 
■* had, in a peculiar Manner, adapted and adorned Mr. Ser- 
* GEANT with many foitablc Graces for moving in fo difficult a 
‘ Sphere in the Church of God here, and for advancing the 
‘ Kingdiam Sc Intereft of Redeemer. His many focial Vir- 
‘ tues, and particularly his Cathohck IVay of Thinking for the 
*• betier promoting of Chriftianity, juftly ahd highly merited my 
‘ Efteem, and I bad great Pleafure in his Acquaintance from 
‘ firft to lall.* I 

. He was full of benevolent, kind and generous Sentiments to- 
.wards ail Mankind, which.difpos’d him m dp. Good to all as he 
had Opportunity. uiHc-iwaa sclEniebd to,every Rody, wilh’d well 
to ail, and lov’d itD :think:the',heft:ef .alhPjfffons, and of all Par¬ 
ties of Men. His noble and generodo Mind dildain’d a low, 
mean, unworthy Adtion •, and he always treated others, of all 
Cooditiorts, with .great Proprietys i Strift and exadt Juftice he 
;made his Rule,;mhis Dealings with sll'Pcrforts : yet ratjwrtb^h 
caufe Contention, by infifting upon his ow(i Right, he chofe to 
foregoc it. He was compaffionate %n^ tender-hearted to tlic 
Afflidted ; was liberal and bouoiiful to. tlte Poor : zn^ dfvifed 
liierdl Things., both for their temporal and eternal Good, pie 
Puffiar’d HOC an hard, envious of ilpnatur’id Werd to proceed out 
(frf.his Mouth i nor did be treat any ope,, whether prefent; or,ab- 
fent, wills Infolence or Contempt,, He, was careful f.a fpedk fy/il 
no Man : And when he was injurioufly treated, and, as Ite 
feared,I malicioufly afperfed, by others,. ; it did not raife in him 
Hcai ;aad Refcntmcnt ,; but ratherFtty and Compaflion to thofe 
■whoAis!d him ill. He! Qft*n.,laid,heijouki,freely forgive, as he 
expedhtd to, be forgiveniofi God 4 eoiuid heartily pray fpr tht^ 
who -had betn abufive & injorious ,lo him and he earoeftly re- 
eommenddd to others the Duty of praying for Enemies, a« an 
happy Expedient to promote a Spirit of Eovc, Kindnefe & Fot- 
giyecefs towards them. . , 

He :had;a moft happy Command of Ws, Paffions, and maio- 
ttin’d a conSaot Calmnefs & Sweetnefs of Teiiiper,; Wai never 
awlanicholy J9 yet always ferious: Never-fill’d with Mirth ■, y^t 
alwhys cbcttrfuJ bright and adiivc t And fcem’d always » hare 
the quiet Po&fiian of himfehf. 
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• I know not to whom the CharadVer of Nathanael may, with 
■more Juftic#, be apply’d than to him, Behold an Ifraelite indeed in 
‘Whom is no Guile. He was very diftant from a crafty, defignin* 
guileful Spirit; and admir’d by thole who were moft acquainted 
with him^n the Account of his Angular Integrity, Sincerity and 
UprightriCTs. ' ‘ 

He carefully and induftrioufly improved bis Time, and 
could not (as he was wont to fay) look back upon an Hour 
loft, without Uneafinefs and Guilt. It was his Manner to rife 
early, and, as foon as the Devotions of the Morning were over, 
he apply’d hlmfelf to Study -, in'‘ whioh, being favour’d with a 
firm Conftitution, he was able:to bear great Intenfenefs and Ap¬ 
plication. The Time, he-found needful ' for the relaxing-of his 
Mind, & for bodilyExercife,(both which were neceffary to him)he 
fpent in aManner which might beft conduce to his own Health ; 
thcBenefit of hisFamily ; or the Service of thofe who were under 
■his Care: wifely and prudently endeavouring, that'the Hours in 
Which he refrcfh’d his labouring Mind might be iraploy’d to 
■fome good and laudable Purpofe ; gathering up-the Fragments of 
his Time, that none of it might be loft. He was indeed an un- 
■common Inftance of Labour and Induftry •, and by clofe Appli- 
-cation he brought to pafs a great Deal on a little Time •, as all 
•wourkl be re^dy to grant, could they be made fenfible how much 
he did in the fewYears he fpent with the'•, which Lfhall 
•endeavour to ftiow, tho’ it will be but in a faint and imperfea: 

■Manner, in the following Particulars. 

I He foon became fenfible, that the Method he was at firft 
dblig’d to ufe of inftrufting the Indians by an Interpreter, would 
“not anfwer his End •, for it was not only a very flow, but alfo a 
very uncertain. Way of communicating, to them Things oh the 
greateft Importance. He himfelf was not able to know what 
was delivered tO:them by the Interpreter, and had Reafon to fear 
that theTruths, which he endeavour’d to communicate,were-not 
well convey’d to theirMinds. : forthe beft Interpretersi-thiat ’could 
then be had, did not Well underftand the Principles of Religion, 
-nor the Englifh Terms in which Mr. Sergeants deliver’d them. 
He therefore tho’t it abfolucely .necclTaryi that he Ihould learn 
the Indian Language, that he might be more certain what was 
-deliver’d to them, and make better Progrefs in leaching of them. 
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He therefore-entered upon the new and difficult Study of their 
Tongue, and profecutcd it with utmoft Application. He found 
it.uponTnal.extreamly difficult to learn, being entirely different 
from anyLanguage he was acquainted with ; and often exprefs’d 
his Fears, that he ffiould never be able to make himfelf Maffcr 
of It. He alfo tho’t it a more difficult Tafk than it would have 
been to gain the Knowledge of all the learned Languages taught 
in the Schools. However,in fomething lefs than t&ee Years,°he 
gain’d fo much Knowledge in it, as to be able to pray with 
the Indians in their own Tongue, and to preach to them in the 
fame, by the Affiftance of an Interpreter 5 who aided him in the 
TranQation of his Sermons. And, in about two Years more, by 
conftant Ufe,he obtain’d an exadf Pronunciation of theirTongue, 
tho’ very hard to gain ; fo that the Indians were wont to lay| 
Our Minijler /peaks our Language better than we ourfelves can do. 
When Mr. Sergeant had, by a vaft Deal of Labour,made him¬ 
felf Mafter of th\s/range Language, he found it to be a dry, bar¬ 
ren and imperfeft Dialed, and by no Means fufficient to convey 
to his Hearers the Knowledge of divine Things : for the Indians 
being utter Strangers to Religion, their Language wantedTerms 
cxpreffive of divers Things -, he was oblig’d therefore to fupply 
that Defed by introducing Englilh Words, fuch as Jefus, Chrift 
&c. which, inTime, by frequcntUfe,the Indians well underftood. 
By this Help he fo perfedcd their defedive Language,as to ren¬ 
der it tolerably fufficient for his Purpofe. 

2. His Miniflerial Labours were extreamly hard, more than 
double to thofe of other Minifters, in ordinary Cafes. He was 
oblig’d to compofe four Sermons everyWeek.two for thtEnglifii, 
and two for the Indians ; his Congregation confiding of both. 
Thofe he prepar’d for the Indians,ht firft wrote at large in Eng- 
lifh, and then tranflated them into the Indian Tongue, as he alfo 
did a Portion of Scripture to be read to the Indians on the Sab¬ 
bath ; and notwithftanding he had fo many Sermons to make, 
they were well ftudied excellent Difcourfes, fhewing that he was 
a Workman that needed not to be ajhamed. 

He had a mod laborious Tafk to perform every Lord’s-Day. 
His Manner was to begin the publick Exercife in the Morning, 
with a fhort pathetic Prayer for a Bleffing on the Word, in both 
Languages. Then he read a Portion of Scripture, with explana- 
X tory 
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tory Notes and Obfervations, on fiich Paflages as feem’d moft to 
need them, in both. All his publickPrayers & the Communion 
Service were in both Languages ; and it was his fteady 
to preach four Sermons everyLord’s Day, two to the Englip and 
two to the Mans ■, except in the fhort Days and cold Scafon of 
the Winter he preach’d but three, one to the Englijh and two to 
the Indians. And befides all this, it was his conftant Cuftom,in 
the Summer Seafon, to fpend about an Hour with the Indians, 
after divine Service was over in the Afternoon ; inftrudling, ex¬ 
horting, warning and cautioning of them in a free, familiar and 
pathetTc Manner, in their own Tongue. The Indian Language 
abounding in Gutturals renders the Pronunciation of it a moft 
laborious Exercife to the Lungs : that therefore, with his other 
Exercifes, fo exhaufled Mr. Sergeant’s Spirits and Strength, 
that he was fcarcely able to fpeak when they were over. 

3. The Trannation, which, with much Care and Exaiftnefs, 
Mr." Sergeant made in his Courfe of Reading the Scriptures to 
the Indians, fingly confider’d, coft him a vaft Deal of Labour ; 
for, endeavouring to lead them into the Knowledge of the Way 
of Salvation by Chrift, to which they were utter Strangers, He, 
in his Courfe of reading the Scriptures to them, trandated thofc 
Parts of the old Teftament,which appear’d moft needful for that 
End, viz. The Account of the Creation, of the Fall of our firft 
Parents, of God’s calling Abraham, of his Dealings with the Pa¬ 
triarchs and the Children of Ifrad, of the Prophefies concerning 
the Coming of Chrift, &c. the four Evangelifts, the Ads of the 
Apoftles and all theEpiftles, he alfo tranflated. A Performance 
which muft of Necefiity coft him much Time and Pains. 

4. In his publick Difeourfes likewife to the Englifh of his 
Auditory, he went thro’ all the Epiftles, with a labour’d and 
learned Paraphrafe, critical Notes, and ufeful Obfervations r not 
by the Help of Expofitors, but by a careful Examination of the 
Original Greek, endeavouring from thence to gain the true Senfe 
and'Meaning of the Authors of thofcEpiftles. Mr. IVlodbridge 
has given me fome of his Sentiments upon Mr. Sergeant’s 
publick Performances in the following Words. ‘ I think it a 
‘ great Pity (fays he) that fuch learned and wcll-compofed Dif- 
* courfes Ihould be of no further Influence and Benefit than they 
‘ are like to prove, by being delivered to a few People from t^e 
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! d fr/. Number of his Sermons very worthy of 

the Prefs, a CoHedion of which would, perhaps, be as profi¬ 
table as any Difcourfes of fuch a N ature that are extant: they 
‘ being correft,and written in a decent, yet familiar Stile. There 
‘ appears in them not only his unfhaken Belief of the Truths of 
‘ the Gofpel, but alfo his good Judgment & Talent of convey- 
‘ mg to others, the Importance and Beauty of Religion. They 
‘ fliew him to be an accurateReafoner, by the Conclufions drawn 
‘ from the bropofitions of his Sermons, and theForce there is in 
‘ them to convince every Hearer, of the Truth. His laboured 
‘ f Paraphrafes, & critical Notes on theEpiftles,would 

‘ ^ rany Thing that has ap- 

‘ peard d of that Kind, to lead us into the Knowledge of the De- 

‘ fign and Meaning of theAuthors.-He wrote hisComments 

‘ with a fingle View to difcover the true Spirit & genuine Senfe 
of thofe epiftolary Writings.— There are two Reafons which 
‘ incline me to wifh they may be made publick; the firll is the 
‘ Apprehenfion I have of their being really ferviceable to Man- 
‘ kind : the other is,that it might appear whether he was rightly, 
‘ or groundlefsly, fufpedfed of holdingThings contrary toTbund 

‘ Dodrine.’ He alfo fays concerning his Sermons in general._ 

‘ HisPeople were not entertain’d with unconnedcd & undio-efted 
‘ Matter, but with excellent Difcourfes.’— Such Produdions, 
every one will grant, muft of neceflity be the Effed of much 
Labour and Study. 

It is very true, Mr. Sergeant was no %«/, but of a moft 
generous & catholick Temper. Bigottry was what he had a great 
Averfion to; and he was far from the rigged and narrow ^iric 
thofe are of, who confine Salvation to themfeives,with thofe who 
think juft as they do. It is a Queftion with me, whether his 
natural Temper was capable of fuch Severity : to be lure, as it 
was cultivated and improv’d by Grace,he was at a greatDilfance 
from it. He tho’t himfelf very ill-treated and much abus’d by 
thofe who reprefented him as being unfound in his Principles, 
and fo did thofe who were bell acquainted with him. 

But to return. 

5. We muft add to all his foregoing Labours, the daily and 
conftant Application he was oblig’d to ufe with the Indians who, 
being very ignorant, very unftable in theirVirtue, and very much 
X 2' expos’d 
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expos’d to Temptations, wanted Guarding on every Side, which 
he fail’d not of doing. 

6. The Truft,which the Rev. Mr. Ifaac Hollis repos’d in him, 
added ftill more to Mr. Sergeant’s Labour and Care ; for it 
fell upon him to find the twelve Boys, whom Mr. Hollis gcne- 
roufly offer’d to fupport, and to perfuade them and their Parents 
to accept the generous Offer. The Care alfo of providing a 
Mafter to inftruft them,and of Viftualling & Cloathing of them, 
lay wholly upon him. In this Truft he prov’d a faithful Steward 
of Mr. Hollis's Money ; and as he had the whole Care of laying 
of it out, fo he gave him an Account how every Penny was ex¬ 
pended, refufing to take any Reward for hisLabour & Trouble j 
tho’ it was offer’d and urg’d by Mr. Hollis. 

7. By the foregoing Hiftory it alfo appears, that the Impor- 
tantAffair of the Boarding-School,which lay very near hisHeart, 
imploy’d much of his Time and Tho’ts ; and was no fmall Ad¬ 
dition to his Labour j efpecially in fome of the laft Years of his 
Life. 

8. To all thefe we muff add, the unavoidable Cares and Con¬ 
cerns of private Life, which were much increas’d by the Scanti- 
nefs of his Support -, which yet he conduded with lingular Wif- 
dom, Prudence and Frugality. 

View Mr. Sergeant in this Light; confider him profecuting 
fuch a Variety of Bufinefs, and performing all in the Manner 
above deferib’d, and muff we not grant that he was a furprifing 
Inlfance of Labour, Induftry and Faithfulnefs, in that great and 
good Work to which he was call’d ? 

Could I reprefent Mr. Sergeant in a true and juft Light, 
under the Self-denials, Hardfhips, Troubles & Difficulties,which 
attended him in the Courfe of his Miffion, it would appear, not 
only that he paft thro’ many and great Trials, but alfo that he 
bear them all with a Fortitude and Calmncfs of Mind, becoming 
theChriftian and the Minifter of Chrift ; tho’, at Times, Things 
appear’d with fuch a dark Afpeft, that he was almoft overborne 
with Griefs and Difeouragements. 

Every one muft be fenfible, that,to one of fo delicate a Make, 
it muft be difficult and felf-denying, to leave the College, that 
Seat of Learning, and other Delights, to dwell in a Wildernefs : 
To change the polite Society he had been us’d to, for the Con- 

verfation 
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verfacion of a Number of Savages, the lowcft of human Kind ; 

To forego the Delicacies of Life, for the bare Neccffaries of it_ 

But thefc were but light Things to him, compar’d with many 
other Troubles he met with. 

The ill Conduft of the Butch Traders, who us’d many Arts 
and Devices to difluade the Indians from hearkening to him; the 
unreafonable Jealoufies of the Indians, who fufpefted fome evil 
Defign againft them, in almoft every Thing that was projcdted 
for their Good, gave him unfpeakable Trouble and Grief: and 
a vaft Deal of Pains he was at, to prevent the Evils, which thofc 
Things tended to. But that which gave himftill greater Trou¬ 
ble was, the frequent and unhappyRelapfes of fome of S.\xlndians, 
to their former Vices and ill Cuftoms, after he had conceived 
Hopes of their being truly reformed. Some, of whom hisHopes 
were rais’d,fell again intoDrunkennefs •, yea, theLieutenant him- 
felf, who appear’d fo zealous againft that Vice, and feem’d to be 
firmly fix’d in theWays of Religion, conduced himfelf in a very 
diforderly Manner, for a Year or two together, being frequently 
intoxicated, and very troublefome : But he was afterwards re¬ 
cover’d from his Apoftacy ; confefs’d his Wickednefs ; was re- 
ftor’d to Charity ; and walked orderly, to the Day of his Death, 
which was Augufi lo. 1751. When Things looked with a fa¬ 
vourable Afpedl, and the Indians appear’d to be ferioufly engag’d 
in the Ways of Piety and Vertue, it gave him the higheft Plea- 
fure andSatisfadtion j but (to ufe his own Expreffion) ‘ Nothing 
‘ lo atfedfed him with Grief and Sorrow, his own Sins excepted, 
‘ as the diforderly and wicked Behaviour of thofe to whom he 
‘ miriiftred.’ HisConcern on thatAccount is not to be exprefled : 
many Days he fpent in Falling and Prayer, and Sleep departed 
from his Eyes, his tender Heart was almoft broken, and he forgot 
to eat his Bread -, and his Eyes poured out Tears unto God. But 
tho’ he was fo tenderly affeded, and concerned for them, yet this 
was what he did not much difeover to the World ; he was alfo 
very far from a repining difeontented Spirit-in the Cafe j was 
calm, fubmillive and refign’d to theWill of God : not forgeting 
that Expreflion of his Lord and Mafter .—Even fo Father, for fa 
it feem'd good in thy Sight. 

As he, in fomeMeafure, had theTriah of Mofes in bearing the 
Cumber, Burden & 5/n/if'Of hisFeople,fo he was in a good Degree 

pofTcft 
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pofleft of the fame excellent Spirit that was upon him. Thefe 
Le but a Specimen of the Troubles he met with ; many others, 
too many to be here fpoken of, he paft thro’, during his Miflion. 

If we confider Mr. Sergeant in a relative Capacity, he be^ 
hav’d excellently well in every Relation he fultain’d. From a 
Principle of Confcience he was very careful to render to all their 
Due, Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour &c -, and his 
benevolent and truly Chriftian Temper dlfpos’d him to do good to 
all as he had Opportunity. He was an able, painful, laithlul Mi- 
nifter among the People, to whom he flood in the Relation of a 
Paflor. He was a moft tender, kind and obliging Hufband to 
a Spoufe, who well underflood how to receive fuch Treatment, 
and to make anfwerable Returns : and while divine Providence 
continued them in that haypy and honourable Relation, they 
were a Ihining Example of all that is lovely and beautiful in a 
married State. He was alfo a compaffionatc, affedionate and 
loving Father to his dear Children : unwearied in hisEndeavours 
to inflill into their tender Minds a proper Senfe of their Obliga¬ 
tions to God -, that they might religioufly remember their Cre¬ 
ator in the Days of their Youth. As became a Bijhop, he rul'd 
well his own Houfe, having his Children in SubjeStion with all Gra¬ 
vity : And like David, he walked within his Houfe with a perfeSl 
Heart. 

The lafl Week in June 1749, he was taken with a Nervous 
Fever, attended with a Canker and an Inflamation in hisThroat: 
brought upon him, as fome thought, by exceflive Care, Fatigue 
and Application to Buflnefs i more than he was abb; to l^ar. 
He calmly, and without,.any apparent Concern, fpake of this as 
his lafl Sicknefs j and put fome Things in Order, apprehending 
it to be io. He was able however to keep about, and preach’d 
on the following Sabbath, which was the firfl mjuly. In this his 
laflSermon to thelndians,he let them know, ‘ that for fome'Time 
pafl he had been apprehenfive that fome heavy Judgment hung 
over them, becaufe of their Wickednefs : That he fear’d that 
fome of them grew worfe & worfe notwirhflanding all that God 
had done for them,and notwithflanding the Pains he himfelt had 
taken with them for their Good : And that there were many 
Ways in which God C9,Qld,ian4 often .did, , teflify his Difpleafure 
againft.a finfuiPegple : ’and add^, iE .piay be God will take me 
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from you, and then myMouth will be fhut, and I lhall fpeak to 
you no more.’ After this his lllnefs increas’d upon him, and foon 
confin’d him to his Houle and to his Bed. And tho’ his Sick- 
nefs was very hard upon him, and he endur’d much Pain and 
Diftrefs for about twenty Days together, in all which Time he 
had but very little Sleep •, yet hisHead was free from anyDiforder, 
and even from Pain : and he fpakeof it to hisWife, withThank- 
fulnefs, that God had anfwered his Prayers, even to his Defire j 
in continuing to him the free Exercife of his rational Powers ; 
in favouring him with clear Evidences of his good Eftate j in 
granting him Ability to fpeak freely to thofe who were about 
him -, and in enabling him clearly to difeern the great and inex- 
preffible Satisfadtion arifing from living devoted to God, and fin- 
. cerely ftriving to be faithful to the Death. 

He carefully improv’d the Opportunities he had in counfeling 
and charging thofe who were about him ; and earneftly recom¬ 
mended to them the early Choice and diligent Purfuit of the 
Ways of Wifdom, as being full of Pleafure and Peace, both in 
Life and Death, to thofe who follow thena. 

The Indians, who from firft to laft had a great Veneration and 
hearty Affedtion for him, as their Father and belt Friend, were 
greatly concern’d for, and frequently vifited him in,his Sicknefs: 
upon whom he enforced the Inftrudtions, Counfels, Warnings 
and Admonitions he had given them. In the ftrongeft Manner, 
charging them carefully to follow the Ways of Vertue and Reli¬ 
gion, as they would meet him at laft in Peace. They were very 
defirous that his precious Life might be fpar’d, and of their own 
Accord all aflembled at theMeeting-Houfe, where they earneftly 
pray’d thatGod would continue him to be Itill aBleflingto them. 
And when his Death put an End to their Hopes,they were very 
heartyMourners ; andNumbers diicover’d theirAffedtion for him 
by Tears, when ever they came to the Houfe, for a long Time 
after his Death. 

He bear with great Patience the Diftrefs that was upon him, 
thro’ the whole of his Sicknefs, praying and endeavouring that 
Patience might have its perfelt Work in him. 

His Spoufe, who maintain’d Hopes of his Recovery, till the 
laft Day of his Life, being then fenfible that he drew near his 
End, enquir’d of him, Whether he had no carneft Defires to live ? 

And 
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And whether he faw any Gloom on the Horrors of the Grave ? 
To which he reply’d to this Purpofe. ‘ If it be the Will of God 
that I fhould live to do fome fingular Service for him in the 
World, I could wifh to be continued to my Family; otherwife 
I am willing to die : Death is no Surprize to me. I blefs God 
I may and can truft him in whom I have believed, and long ago 
plac’d my everlaftingDependance upon. My Acquaintance with 
the bleflfed World, to which 1 hope 1 am now haftening, thro’ the 
Mercy of God inChrift, is not now to commence.’ At the fame 
Time,he was full of a humbling Senfe of his ownUnworthinefs : 
for when One that flood by obferv’d to him, that his Work was 
well done, he reply’d, ‘ I can call myfelf a mo^ unprofitable Ser¬ 
vant, and fay, God be merciful to me a Sinner.' 

He took his Leave of his beloved Wife and dear Children in 
an endearing and defireable Manner ; and after faying a confide- 
rable Deal, by Way of Counfel and Advice, he in a tender Man¬ 
ner defir’d his dear Spoufe, patiently afid quietly to fubmit to the 
parting Stroke *, to go on with good Courage in the Way of 
Duty j and added, ‘ It will be but a little While before we fhall 
meet to part no more.’ 

Laft of all, he devoutly recommended his departing Soul to 
Chrift, the glorious Redeemer •, and, after a few faint Groans, 
refted from his Labours, and his Works do follow him. 

This folemn, awful and laft Scene of Life, Mr. Sergeant, to 
Appearance, paft thro’, with as much Calmnefs, Sedatenefs and 
Compofure of Mind, as he ever enjoy’d in his Life ; and with a 
ferene and pleafant Countenance ; which (as the laft A6t) Death 
changed and fent him away. The weeping Speftators of thefe 
Things beheld them with Admiration, and acknowledged they 
had not before feen the like : And one of them obferv’d, that it 
was worth While to die, if it might be in fuch a Manner. 

He left behind him a moft difconfolate and forrowful Widow, 
with three fmall.Children, the eldeft about 8 or 9 Years old, and 
the youngeft upon the Breaft, on whom the Countenance of his 
Father is drawn to the Life, God grant they may all inherit 
his Excellencies and Vertues. 

Blejfed is that Servant, whom his Lord when he cometh Jhall find 
fis doing. Matth. 24. 46, 

ydnd if he Jhall come in the fecond Watch, or tome in the third 
Watch, and find them fo, Blejfed are thofe Servants. Luk. 12, 38. 
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The Conclufion, in an Addrefs, 


Shall now conclude by endeavouring to reprefenr.to the 
# I ^ People in this Country, the very great Importance of 
treating the Indians, who live among us, and upon our 
Borders, in a juft, kind and charitable Manner; and 
that we do, by all proper Means and Methods, endeavour to at¬ 
tach them to us, and to the Brilijh Intereft. This, I apprehend, 
is a Subjeft that has been too much neglefted, and that greatly 
wants to be fet in a clear and juft Light. And I fincerely wifli, 
that fome Gentleman of greater Abilities and Addrefs than 
1 can pretend to, would take it in Hand : Tho’, if my 
weak Endeavours may be a Means of moving others to dojuftice 
to a Subjedt of fuch Weight, I fliall heartily rejoice in it. 

That I may offer what I have to fay, in the cleareft and moft 
concife Manner I can, I fhall go into the following Method. 

firji, I Ihail endeavour to fhew, that it is of vaft Importance 
to the and in Atnerka, efpecially to the 

Brovinas of the Mujfachufetts, New-Tcrk, and New-Ilamp/hire, 
that they be in good Terms with the Indians, and attach iheni 
to their Intereft. And, 

Secondly, I fhall endeavour to Ihow, hy' vihzi Means, this may 
be effedled : or what are the moft likely Methods to bring it to 
pafs. 

I. lam to ftiow, that it is of vaft Importance, that we be in¬ 
good Terms with the Natives ; and that we ingage them in oar 
Intereft. I freely ^nt, that the Indians, limply confider’d, are 
not of fuch great Confequence to us. We can fubfift without 
them. But yet, their Trade is a confiderable Article, worthy the 
Care of any politick People, and managed as it might, and ought 
to be, would yield us great Profit. But if we confider them with 
Relation to Peace and (Nar, as attach’d to us, or to our Enemies, 
they are of the laft Importance to us ; for they certainly have the 
Balance of Power in their Hand, and are able to turn it for or 

againft 
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againft us, according as they ftand affcftcd to us. Canada, in- 
confiderable as it is, and from which, feperate from the hd'ians 
we have little or nothing to fear, in Time of Was- ; Canada, I 
fay, would be more than a Match for us, in Cafe they join with 
them againft us. He muft be a great Stranger to, and very ig¬ 
norant of, the Circumftances both of the Engltjh and Iadian5,viho 
is not fenfible of this. Our Circumftances are fuch, that we can¬ 
not guard ourfelves againft the Ineurfions of fuch Enemies in- 
Time of War: for our Frontiers are of vaft extent, and border 
upon the adjacentWildernefs ; which, tho’ almoft inacceffible to 
us, yet is the veryElement in which they delight to live. They 
are atHome in it. The People therefore who inhabit our Fron¬ 
tiers, while they follow their neceflary Bufinefs,are expos’d to be 
an eafy Prey to them : and many of them have been furpriz’d 
in their Fields and Houfes,and in a moft barbarous Manner put 
to Death. A fmall Number of Indians, encouraged & fupported 
by the French (which they are ready enough to do) can eafily 
keep us in a conftant Alarm, put us to an immenfc Charge, de- 
ftroy many, and impoverifh more, in our expos’d Places,and not 
put themfelves at all out of their Way ; yea, find their Account 
in it : for as they Hve byHunting, fo whereGameis moft plenty 
they are beft off: And where can they find a better Supply, 
than among our Cattle, Sheep, and Corn-Fields ? There they 
live at Eafe, diftrefs and impoverifh us, and the adjacent Wilder- 
nefs, is their Refuge. By retiring into it, they are foon out of 
our Reach ; and long Experience has taught us, how ineffedual 
the Meafures we have taken, for our Safety and Defence, have 
prov’d. 

Some, I am fenfible, will fay, let us not be at any Coft and 
Pains to gain the Friendlhip of fuch a perfidious Crew, but let 
us deftroy them all. Quickly faid indeed, but not fo foon nor 
fo eafily effefted. Thofe Perfons who are for deftroying them 
•would doubtlefs foon do it, where they firft bound and delivered 
up to them. But one Queftion here is, how wefliall get them 
into ourPower ? And another is. Whether it would be fo human, 
generous and Chriftian-like, to take away their Lives, were that 
in our Power, as it would be to cultivate Friendlhip with them, 
and to feek their beft Good ? If we Ihould be fo fanguine as to 
endeavour to deftroy them, it would doubtlefs prove a vain At- 
Y 2 tempt i 
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tempt; and ferve only to drive them to the French: who would 
be very ready to receive and proted them. If we negledl them, 
and take noMeafures to ingage them in pur Intcreft, or to culti¬ 
vate Friendfhip with them, this will probably render them indif¬ 
ferent to us, and difpofe them to hearken to the enticing Infinu- 
ations of Romi(h Emiflaries : and our Situation muft be very 
unhappy, when they become engaged in the French Intereft. 

If it be objedted, that the French have already gain’d a large 
Number ofto their Intereft, and therefore if we ule our 
belt Endeavours to gain others, it will avail nothing ; for thofe 
who are devoted to the French, will neverthelefs diftrefs us in 
Time of War. I reply. 

It is very true, that the French of Canada,xhvo' their Policy and 
Vigilance, have taken theAdvantage of ourNegledf, and gain’d 
a large Number of the Natives to their Intereft, and are gaining 
more and more every Year ; and fome even from among our 
own Indians. They fpare neither Coft nor Pains to accomplifh 
their Defigns of thisNature ; being fenfible enough, how advan¬ 
tageous it is to them, and how injurious to us : and if they con-- 
tinue to be adtive, and we negligent, as in Times paft, is it not 
too probable that they will, in a littleTime, attach to themfelves 
all the Indians in North-America ? Does it not then concern us 
to life proper and vigorous Endeavours to prevent this apparent 
Mifchief, by counter-working the French ? who are, 1 fuppofe, 
tampering with all the Tribes of North-America, to ingage them 
in their Intereft. And fhould we fucceed in our Endeavours (as 
it is highly probable we might, if proper Steps were taken ) fo as 
to ingage the FiveNations,a.nd fome otherTribes,in hcartyFriend- 
fhip with us ; and efpecially if we fliould beftow fuch Favours 
upon them, as would induce them to fettle upon our Frontiers; 
it would in all Probability prevent the Evil fpoken of in the Ob- 
jedtion : for the Indians from Canada would not moleft us, if a 
Number of the Natives, in hearty Friendfliip with us, were 
placed in our Borders. Of this we have had a very plain Proof 
the, 1 aft War, in the Safety of Stockbridge, and the adjacentPlaces, 
from any Attempts of the Enemy from Canada. 

Stockbridge is in the very Road of, and more expos’d to, the 
Indians from Canada, than any other Place whatever ; and yet 
we fee that the Enemy turned offEaft to Conneliicut-River, and 
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"VVeft to the Settlements, where they did much Mifchief- 
while Stockbrtdge, bheffield. New-Marlborough and Number One\ 
tho more expos’d, were not molefled. This. To far as we can 
u Number of Indians dwelling at 
Siockbndge yshojvcom hearty and fall Friends : which theEne- 
my being fenfiblc of, cared not to come within theirReach, lead: 
they llrould be taken in their own Snare. And if we Ihould en- 
courage theSettlemenc of other Indian Towns upon ourFrontiers 
where Hunting is moft handy to them, as SioMridge has been 
encouraged: fhould we give them Townfhips of Und fuitablc 
for their Improvement, build a Meeting-Houfe & School-Houfe 
in each Town, and fupport Minillers and School Mafters in 
diem ; would not this convince, them that we are their true 
Friends, and leek thei^r Good ? Would it not induce them to fet- 
e in our Borders ? efpecially thofe of them who are dclirous,that 
they thenifelves & their Children Ihould be inltrufled ? Would 
they not be a Guard to us in Time of War ? And if after all 
we Ihould meet with fome Trouble from the Indians of Canada] 
might It not be effedlually prevented, by playing our Indians 
upon them, as they do theirs upon us ? And would not the 
Charge of alUhis be a Trifle, compar’d with that of defendino- 
ourfelves.in Time of War ? But if we negledl them, and take 
no Meafures to cultivate Friendfliip with them, and efpecialfy if 
we deal injurioufly by them, lhall we not put an Advantage into 
the Hands of the French (which they will not fail of improving) 
to engage them in their Intereft, and to imploy them againll us 
in Time of War? which would prove a very great Calamity to 
us, if not our utter Ruin. Thefe Things confider’d, is it not of 
very great Importance,that we be at goodTerms with the neiah- 
bouring Natives. ° 

1-1 endeavour to fliow what are the 

likely Methods to bring this to pafs : Or what Meafures we muft 
take with the IndtanSyti we would ingage them in hearty Friend- 
flnp with us. ■' 


r general, our Condufl: towards them muft be 

uiQh. as lhall make them fenfible, that we are indeed their hearty 
FneniE and fuch alfo as lhall convince them that it is their 
Intereft and Advantage to be in Friendfliip with us Nothing 
Ihort of this, I apprehend, will attach them to us, fo as to an- 
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fwer the Ends propofed. If we often treat with them, renew the 
Friendihip, and beftow upon them large'Prefents; Or, as they 
phrafe it,Smoke together, brighten the Chain, or put the Brands 
tot^ther, to kindle up the former Fire •, and yet leave Room for 
them to fuppofe that this proceeds not from true Fnendlhip,_but 
rather from Fear of them, or from Sufpicion that they will join 
with our Enemies, &c. This will never be fufficient to engage 
them • the utmofl; we can rationally expeft from it is, that they 
will not openly break with us, but keep up a Shew of Friendfhi^p, 
that they may have the Benefit of future Prefents at our Hands. 

Ao-ain, if ove fhould by any Means convince them that we are 
their'trueFriends,and yet not go into fuohMeafures with them as 
fhould turn to ihc\r Jdvaniage, they would hardly be engag’d for 
us. As all other People are govern’d by Intereji, fo are they. 
And the principal Handle we can take hold of, to attach them m 
us by, is their Intereji, and that would not fail of doing of it. 
If a Tribe of Indians can fell their Skins to us for twentyShilhngs, 
and buy their Blankets for ten Shillings -, they will never go to 
Canada where they muft fell their Skins for ten Shillmgs, and give 
twenty Shillings for a Blanket. Convince them that it is much 
for their Intereft and Advantage to be our Friends and Allies, 
and we need not fear but that they will be fo. Now,in Order to 
convince them that we are truly their Friends,and that it is their 
Intereft to be ours ; We muft, , „ rr^ • 

In the firft Place,treat them according to the Rules of Equity 
and Juftice. We muft not defraud and opprcfs them, but be 
honeft and juft in our Dealings with them. 

TheNatives with whom we have to do,arePerfons of fo much 
Sa<»acity that they can diftinguifh between juft and injurious 
Treatment, as well as other Men. They are alfo as ready to re- 
fent and perhaps more forward to revenge Injuries, than any 
othe’r People under Heaven. If therefore we treat them in an 
unluft Manner, we may rationally expeft that they will be fo far 
from being our Friends, that they will join with our Enemies, 

and feekOpportunities of Revenge. , 

It is well known, that the Indians are generally addidled to 
Drunkennefs, and that when they have tafted a little Liquor,they 
have a ftrongThirft for more, and will part with anyThing they 
have, for a fufficient Quantity to make them Drunk.— And is 
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it not as well kno^n, that we have taken the Advantage of this 
their vic.<^s Appetite, and for a few Quins of Rum Lve pvr- 
i^ffeas of them ? Have not private Perfons thus 
made their Gams of them, notwithllanding the good Laws that 
have been in Force to prevent it ? And is not this the Manner of 
all pnvateTraders,who go among their feveral I'ribes forGain ? 

In our pubhek Dealings with them at our Truck-Houfes’ 
where Rum has been f^ly fold them, Care has been taken 
that they (hould not be cheated, but that they fhould have the 
full y^alue of what they had to fell: An Indian therefore, who 
was Owner of a Pack of Sever, Deerfkins, or any other valuable 
Goods, could buy. a large Quantity of Rum,and might getDrunk 
perhaps ten Times or more, whereas if he had fallen info private 
Tiands, he muft have contented himfclf with being Drunk but 
once or twice. Which of thefe proves moft injurious to the 
Indtans in the End, I fhall not pretend to deterniine. 

When they are thus intOKicated, they fall out among them- 
Iclves, Fight, and fometimes kill one another, and fome have 
drunk themfelves dead on the Spot. An Inftance of each of 
diefe there has been, if I am rightly inform’d, at Fort Bummer, 
lince that has been improv’d as a Truck-Houfe. And whether 
the Guilt of that Blood docs not lie upon us, I leave others to 
judge. 

Now, if we treat the Nativts in thisForm, will they, can they 
live with us ? Will not theLaw of Self-Prcfervation oblige them 
to leave us, and to go where they may be better us’d ? Some 
of the Five Nations plainly fpeak it out ahd fay, « We can¬ 
not live with the EngUJh & Dutch ; they bring us fo much Rum 
that It deftroys us; We muft go to theFrfl»r/fc,wbo will let us have 
but little ftrong Drink.” Thus we alienate Indians feom US, 
and as it were oblige them to go over to the French, who are 
often our Enemies, and fail not to imploy them againft us in 
Time of War. And if we proceed to deal thus injurioufly with 
them, what can we eXpeCt but that they will leave us, and be a 
fevere Scourge to us ? 

Tho’ the Indians are funk below the Dignity of humatiNatirfo, 
and their Luft after Drink expofes them to be cheated out of 
tvhat little they have ; yet this gives us ftoRight to deal Unjuftly 
by them. They have a natural Right to Jufticc, and may, with 

great 
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great Propriety challenge it at our Hand, feeing we profefs 
to be fubjeft to theLaw of which teach us to do that which 
is altogether jujl. And we fhould be fo far from taking the Ad¬ 
vantage of their Ignorance, Vice and Poverty, to defraud them 
of what is their juft Right, that we Ihould rather be mov’d to 
Pity, and compaflionate their deplorable State, and be Eyes to 
the Blind, &c. - _ 

I am fully perfuaded, that if we were upright and juft in all 
our Tranfadtions with them -, if our Trade with them were put 
into theHands of faithful Men, who would deal juftly by them ; 
and if they were fupply’d with all Neceflaries for themfelves and 
Families at a moderate Price, it would not be in thePower of all 
tht French at Canada (fubtil as they are) to alienate them from us. 
The French are not upon equal Ground with us in this Affair. 
For their Nothern Climate is much more inhofpitable & fevere 
than ours is : Their Country is not fo produdfive of thofeFruits, 
which the Indians very much live upon, as ours : Nor can 
they afford Goods which' are proper and neceffary for the 
Indians at fo cheap a Lay as we can : Therefore we can give 
them thofe Advantages which Canada cannot. We can, with¬ 
out Damage to ourfelves, make it their Intereft to adhere to us: 
And when Experience has once taught them, that their Intereft 
lies with us, they will want no other Inducement to ingage them 
to us : Yea, it will not only attach thbfe.of them to us,who are 
not yet gone to Canada, but it will induce thofe who are, to re¬ 
turn to their Brethren, for the fake of the Profit they might reap 
by itefpecially if we give them all the Advantage, we can; 
•confiftent with our owrr. > ■ . . ■ - 

. As unjuft; & abufive Treatment of;the Indians tends naturally 
to alienate them from,us, and to turn them off to French 
fo a Series of juft and faithful Dealing with them would be like¬ 
ly to attach them to us,and to make them our faft Friends. This 
again appears from the Temper and Condudt of that Part of the 
of the River. Indians who live at . For tho’ 

they were, for a confiderable Time, extreamly jealous, that we 
had fome ill Defign upon them,even in the Favours they receiv’d 
at ourHands •, (ajealoufy founded, I fuppofe, upon the ill Ufage 
the Natives have top often been the Subjedfs of) yet by the juft 
Treatment they, for fi Courfc of Years, have met with, from the 
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Jow and mlferable with us, or of going ffoiti us, that they may 
fare better ?. How low, how difpirited, how miferable & brutilh 
thefe few are, who live within our Borders, is too manifeft. And 
whether we, by our ill treating of them, have not contributed 
to their Mifery, is worthy of our ferious Enquiry. Yea, would 
it not be proper for us to enquire. Whether we have not, by our 
NegledlSc Abufe of them,prpvokedHeaven to let loofe theNatives 
upon us, who have been one of .the foreft Scourges that we were 
ever chaftifed wi^h ? What Multitudes have they, in a moft cruel 
Manner, murdered in our Borders ? How many of our Neigh¬ 
bours have they kd into Captivity ? Some of whom have been 
redeem’d at a very^gj-eat Expence,; and others arc become either 
Pagan? or Papitts,. and continue'ftill in a foreign Land. And 
who can count the Coft we have beeh at, to defend ourfelves 
againft their Incurfions ? 

If the Britilb Government Ihould be difpos’d, inTime to come, 
to fet up and maintain a publick, honeft and jufl Trade with the 
Uve Nations, or any other Tribes, thereby to attach them to us, 
to promote their true Intereft,with other valuableEnds that might 
thereby be anfwer’d ; This Objedion perhaps would arife, viz. 
That fuch a Proceeding will be a very great Expence to the 
Publick, for our Trade cannot be fafe unlefs it be protedled by a 
■confidcrable Force. A Fort muft be built, and a Garrifon of 50, 
60 or perhaps 100 Men, with their proper Officers, muft be 
maintain’d at eachPlace where theTrade is fet up : therefore the 
Advantaoe would not countervail the Coft. To this I reply, 

If fuclTGarrifons ffiould be tho’t neceflary in the Places where 
aTrade is fet up, to be aGuard to it; the Charge would nothing 
.likeeqpal that of an Indian War, which perhaps-it might prevent. 

But further,; I apprehend that the Charge of fuch Garrifons 
might be fpar’d •, and chat, inftcad of being neceflary, they would 
.prove very injurious to tbeDefign -, and that it would be a very 

wrong Scep<.tOfbs-caken.iiiithat Affair. ; • ^ 

.^11 who are iq .any gopd Meafuite acquainted with the Indians 
know, that they extreamilyije,alous,.leaff any dhcroachmenrs 
Ihould be made upooi.thetn; and it is not ftrian]^ it ffiould be lb, 
confidering what has paft over, them. And if aNumber of arm’d 
Men were placed among them, and Forts built for the Defence 
of our Trade, they would be Sufpicious, that fomething hoftile 
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was intended, and weihould not be able to remove the Sufpicion 
They would behold us with a jealous Eye, and perhaps take 
Meafures to fruftrate the whole Defign. 

The moft efFedual Way to induce” hem to trull us, is to truft 
them : and they will be ready enough to proted qur Trade, if 
we defire it, and Ibow that we confide in them to do it. And 
when a little Experience has taught them, how advantageous 
fuch a Trade would be to them, they would be ready enough to 
do it, for their own Advantage. It therefore we Ihould defire 
them to admit a Trader into one of their own Forts, or to build 
a Fort at our Charge in lome convenient Place for fuch a Defign, 
and to take Care that our Trade be fafe ; this would tend°to 
convince them, both of our Friendfhip to, and of our Con¬ 
fidence in, them ; and they would not only be pleas’d, with it, 
but alfo ambitious to fhow us that we may falely truft them : 
And were I to be the Truck-Mafter, I fhould elleem my felf 
much fafer in theirProteeftion, than in a Garrifon of loo Englijh 
Men : For if fuch a Garifon fhould be placed among them, 
they themfelves would fufpedt fomeill Defign carrying on againft 
them, and the French would infallibly tell them, that thp’ we 
pretended Peace and Friendfhip, yet our Defign in the End is to 
difpofTefs them of their Country. . , 

If indeed a Truck-Mafter fhould prove an unfaithful Servant, 
and inrich himfclf by defrauding them, he.mighc have Occafion 
for Englifh Soldiers to protedl him aiid his. Stores ; butfif/they 
found him faithful, friendly and juft in his Dealings with them, 
they would be as careful of him as of their o.wn jiyes, and ven¬ 
ture their own Lives for him. What would not the /Wfawr.pf 
Stockbridge have done forMr. Sergeant in hisDay,whom thfy h^ 
found to be their true and hearty Friend ?>, Aod'whatjWOuJdthey 
not now do for Mr. (Foodbridge, of whom they have had the like 
Experience Indians will be as ready as the Engltjh, and perhaps 
much more fo, to ferve and protedl, if there be Occafion, thofe 
whom they have found to be their faithful and real Friends. 

In a Word, I apfirehend, that if we had in Times paft treated 
the Natives according totheRules of Equity ■& Juftice, it would 
have been quite fufficient to have ingaged them in our Intereft, 
and to have kept them in Amity and Friendfhip with us. 
And that, even now,- they might in a little Time be attach’d to 
Z 2 us, 
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us, by fuchTreatment: But this, I confefs, I defpair of, if every 
private Perl'on muft be left at his Liberty to treat them as he 
pleafes, and to defraud them of all they have : which I take to be 
the Cafe in New-Tork Government, who lie next to the Five 
Nations, and have their Trade ; tho’ in this Province we have 
good Laws in Force to reftrain privatePerfons from ,felling them 
'Itrong Drink. 

2, We Ihotild alfo exercife that Kindnefs and Generofity to¬ 
wards them, that fliall convince them that it is for their IntereCt 
to be in P'riendlhip with us. We Ihould not, in a Cafe of fuch 
Importance, content ourfelves with being bearly juft in ourTreat- 
ment of them, but we fliould alfo be kind & generous, as a proper 
Expedient to obtain the End propos’d. I am aware,l lhail here 
be quick interrupted with this Exclamation. 

What! kind and generous to fuch an ungrateful evil Crew ! to 
■which I (hall only anfwer. We have good Authority for being 
kind to the Unthankful and to the Evil. And if that good Being 
who recommends it to us, had not given an Example of it, in 
his Dealings with us, how deplorable had our State been ? This 
kind Temper and Behaviour is recommended to us in the Gof- 
pel, not only becaufe it is the Will of our heavenly Father that 
we fhould be kind, but alfo becaufe the Exercife of it anfwers 
•excellent Ends ; produces very good & defireableEffefts : fuch 
as Love, Friendlhip, Peace, &c. And while we maike ai Profef- 
fion of Chriftianity, it is Pity the Pratftice of it, in fo material an 
Article, fhould be objedled againft. And is it not very proper 
that we fhould exercife Kindnefs. and Generofity to the poor Na¬ 
tives, when there is a ftrong Probability of its being of very hap¬ 
py Confequence both to them and us ? 

A great deal of Kindnefs and Generofity has been exercis’d 
towards the River Indians at Houfatunnuk, by. Government, by 
the honourable Corporation atHome,!by their honourable & Rev. 

: Commijfwners at Bojton, by the Rev. Mr. Hollis,, by. the Rev. Mr. 
Sergeant, Mr. IVoadbridge and others : and,.the .Confequence has 
been very happy as to,them ; they are brought to theKinpwledge of 
the Gofpel, and to a Chriftian Profeffion : and many of them, 
we hope, to thie faving Knowledge of God. We alfo have found 
the Benefit of this kind Ufage of them : for thereby they are be¬ 
come our hearty Friends,are united to us in their Affc<ftions,and 

■were 
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and alio a bchool-Mafter to teach theirChildren to read & write ’ 
would not this induce many of them,efpecially of the betterSort’ 
to come and fettle in our Borders ? And would they not cover 
onr FrnnfiPr® m r\f n t? _ 5 ^ 


our Frontiers in Cafe of a War with France ? 


---- ... V, a V, ai wuii rraTJce t 

What has been done for the Indians at Stockbridge has doubtlefs 
been much obferv’d, and approv’d of, by the Natives far & near. 
That^there is a School fee up at Canada,in Imitation of Mr. Ser¬ 
geant s School at Stockbridge, and a large Number of Scholars in 
it, we have heard and receive for Truth. That the Tre»f^,who 
efteem Ignorance to be the Mother of Devotion, and do not de- 
fire to teach the Indians any Thing more than to fay their Beads, 
and to crofs themfelves, have done this out of Choice, is not at 
all likely. They do not defire that their Indians fhould become 
a knowing People. But yet, being fenfible that the Report of 
Mr. Sergeant's School had fpread itfelf far & wide, and that their 
Indians were pleas’d with the Method the Engliflo had taken to 
furnifh the Natives with Knowledge, they apprehended that un- 
lefs fome Thing like it were done among them, there would be 
Danger of the Indians repairing to us for Inftruftion, and to pre¬ 
vent this, and to ingage them to themfelves, they fet up their 
School. This, I conjefture, is the Truth of the Cafe. And if 
fo, it is manifeft that the Indians are inclin’d to feek after Know¬ 
ledge : And therefore would be difpos’d to hearken to fuch kind 
and generous Propofals, if they were made to them. And who 
can tell but that this, that, or the other Tribe, would gladly 
fettle fuch Towns, if they were invited to it in a properManner ? 

3. Another Step, and,perhaps,the moft promifing one we can 
take,to ingage the Indians inFriendlhip with us is, to fendMiflio- 
naries among their refpe6tiveTrihes,Minifters & School-Mafters, 
to inftruft them in the Principles, and to perfuade them to the 
Pradtice of Chriftianity, Tho’ they have fo long liv’d near us. 


and 
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and been converfant with us, yet they remain ignorant of the 
Way of Salvation, Strangers to theGofpel, and are perilhingfor 
lack of Knowledge : A Cafe that might well move our Pity and 
Companion towards them, and put us upon doing what we can 
for their Relief. And whether our former Negledl of Things of 
this Nature has not been provoking to Heaven, may be worthy 
of our ferious Enquiry. 

The Intereft the Rev. Mr. Barclay had in the Mohawks, while 
he was with them.theReformation of Manners he wrought among 
■them, theirWillingnefs to receive Inftrudion, and theirEngaged- 
nefs to profecute Learning, are a plain Indication that faithful 
Miffionaries would be welcome to them. And the Five Nations 
being neareft us,and their Friendlhip of very great Confequence, 
it might be proper to begin with them : And what has been 
done’among them by Mr. Barclay, and others, might be no fmall 
Help in the Cafe. If we fhould fend Perfons well qualified for 
the Bufinefs to refide among them, and fupport them well,there 
would be no Foundation for any Jealoufy that we have an ill 
Defign upon them, and if at any Time fuch Jealoufies fhould 
arife, they would foon fubfide, upon the Indians having a little 
Experience of ourKindnefs and Friendlhip to them. The pru¬ 
dent Condud and faithful Labours of fuch Miffionaries might, 
by the Bleffing of God, ferve to remove their Barbarity, corredt 
their Manner”, reform their Lives, promote in them_ vertuous 
Sentiments, and by Degrees form them to true Religion. This 
we may hope would be the happy Event, with Refpedl: to many 
of them, tho’ not to all; and it, by muchLabour and Expence, 
it might be brought to pafs, fhould we not find our Account in 
fit: for what would be the Charge of fupporting a few Mifllona- 
ries, compar’d with that of an Indian War ? And is there not 
great Probability that fuch Meafurcs would in a few Years Time 
attach them to us in a hearty Friendffiip ? And it the Five Na¬ 
tions who are a Terror to, and have in great Meafure the Com¬ 
mand of, other Tribes, were indeed our Friends, and made fo by 
fuch Obligations laid upon them, would it not be an efiedtual 
Means of reftraining other Indians from giving us Trouble in 
- Cafe of a War ? 

Xhe general Objeftion here, I am (enfible will be j—There is 
noLikelihood of fucceeding, and therefore it is not worth while 
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to make any Trial, it would only be to fpend Labour & Money 
to no good Purpofe. To which I reply, 

How can we draw the Conclufion before we have made the 
Experiment ? Have we ever made any proper Trial, and found 
ourfelves difappointed ? Andean it be look’d upon juft to draw 
fuch a Conclufion, in a Cafe of fuch Importance, unlefs we had 
better Grounds for it ? 

It is true, Mr.Sergeant made a Vifit to t\\tSufquahanna Indians, 
Mr. Brainard alfo, in his Day, did the fame, without Succefs : 
but we know that the Excufe thofe Indians made was, that they 
held their Lands of the Five Nations, and therefore could not 
comply with fuch a Motion, till their Confent was firft obtain’d. 
And befides, ftiall we efteem two or threeVifits made by private 
Perfons a fufficient Trial in this Cafe Sufficient indeed it was 
to ftiow that thofe good Gentlemen were pofleft of an excellent 
Spirit, and of a laudable Zeal for the Good of the poorNatives: 
but yet I apprehend not fufficient to difeourage furtherAttempts. 
If thofe Gentlemen,V ho went in a private Capacity,had fuftain’d 
a publick Charaifter, perhaps they had been more regarded. 
But however, when we have us’d our beft Endeavours, and they 
indeed prove unfuccefsful.we may be excufable ; but can we look 
upon ourfelves fo, if we fit ftill and ufe no Endeavours for' the 
Help of thofe poor benighted People ? 

If proper Attempts fhould be made forChriftianizingthe Five 
Nations, there would, I am fenfible, fome notable Difficulties lie 
in theWay,but yet perhaps none but what might be furmounted. 

One Difficulty that would doubtlefs attend fuch a laudable 
Undcrtaki(ng, would arife from thofe who maintain a private 
Trade among them, from which they reap greatGain ; efpecially 
by the Article of Rum, too much of which they convey to them, 
and by the Influence of which the Indians arc eafily defrauded. 

Thefe Traders would be very fenfible, that if Chriftianity 
fhould prevail among thole Nations, iheHope of iheirGain would 
be gone, and feeing by this Craft they have their IVealth, they would 
pfe their utmoft Endeavours to dilffiade tht Indians irom imbrac- 
ing the Ways pf Religion. They in Faft did fo at Houfatunnuk, 
•where the Number oi Indians was fmall, and their Trade not fo 
confidcrable (as the foregoingHiftory fliews.) How much mors 
then will they do it, if Endeavours fhould be us’d to convert the 
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^ohawks^ whofeTrade is vaftly more advantageous ? But as the 
Jjidians at Houfatunnuk, by Mr. Sergeant’s Help, faw thro’ the 
Artifice they us’d ; and were made fenfible of the felfiflrViews of 
the Traders, fo doubtlefs the Five Nalions may cafily be inform’d, 
and the Obftrudlion foon remov’d. 

Another Difficulty will arife from the falfe Infinuations of 
Romifl) EmilTaries, who will not fail to tell them, that we are 
about to teach them a falfe Religion, and if they hearken to us," 
they will all certainly be damn’d. But when thofe Indians are 
properly inform’d of theConduft of \\\i:F'rench, and othcrRoman 
Catholicks, how they deny theUfeof the Bible to the common 
People among themfelves, and that they have no Dcfign to ad- 
quaint the Indians with the Word of God : And on the other 
Hand, that our Defign is not to impofe upon them, but to open 
the Bible to them, to enable them to read it, and to judge for 
■themfelves : will not this fatisfy them of our honeft Intentions 
towards them, and of the Safety & Propriety of their examining 
Things, that they may form a Judgment for themfelves ? 

A third, and perhaps much the greateft Difficulty that would 
attend this good Defign is, that thofe Indians efieem themfelves 
Chriftians already, and value themfelves upon their being as good 
Chriftians 'as their Neighbours. Mr. Sergeant, in his Journal of 
November 25. 1734, fays,—. ‘ The Mohawks are generally PW- 
'* feflTors of Chriftianity, but for want of Inftrudtipn have but 
‘ little of it in Reality.—’ They arp fo ignorant of thePrinciples 
of Religion, that they know not the Difference between one who 
is baptiz’d and calls himfelf a Chriftian,and one who litres agrea- 
bly to theRules Chrift has given us to walk by; They are not 
fenfible of the Neceffity of being conform’d to thofe Rules of 
Vertue and Holinefs which Chrift has preferib’d. Romi/h Emif- 
faries have baptiz’d fome of them,othcrs (as I hive been inform’d) 
have been'baptiz’d by Minifters ; and they efteem it 

a Privilege belonging to them to have their Children baptized, 
whenever they prefent them ; without any Regard being had, 
either to the Qualifications of the Parent, or the religious Edu¬ 
cation of the Child. When the-Eev. Mr. Spetlcer was among 
them a few Years ago, they were much difpleas’d that he de¬ 
clin’d baptizing fome Children, whofe Parents were nororioufly 
ignorant* vicious and wicked. Some Indians from Canada, who 

had 
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to mfifieU, to jjfit th^ir hMgliJh RdatroriS fhdhe, and a<.h-ilt t, J 
ttay cl at th^t Place, they had a Child bdrn, and were mudt of¬ 
fended with the Rev. Mr. Balanti>^,^\^ declin’d baptizincr of if 
as they defir d. Since the Rev. Mr. Edward, has been atW- 
bndge ont of the Mohawks tefidiHg there had a Child born, and 
was highly affronted becaufe Mr. Edwards did not baptize it 

upon his Defire From there Inftances itisedderit, that they 
account their Children have Right to Baptifrrt, Whenever the/ 
defire it. And being baptized,they effeetii them goodChriftians^ 
whatever their Converfation may be : for they derive fheif No¬ 
tions of Chriftianity,not from the Bible, (to which they are Stran¬ 
gers; but from the Example of the Butch & French, with whoi* 
they are converfant.and who pfofefs themfelves to be Chriftians. 

And fo far forth as being baptized, in the forefnentionedM*i- 
ner, Snd cdlling themfelves Chriftians, will make them fo, they 
Now thefe Things being fo, it may prove 
a difficult Thing to make them fenfible, that Drunkcnnefs and 
(Hhcr VICIOUS Pradices are inconfiftent withChriftianiry ; becaule 
diofe Chriftians, who fall under their Obfervation, give them an 
Example of Vice, and go fuch Lengths therein. 

But yet I apprehend this Difficulty might alfo be remov’d 
by giving them a juft and true Account of the Nature & Extent 
of the Chnftian Religion by informing tlidfri what the Will of 
Chrifth i howhc expeds that we ftiould be conform’d to his 
Likenefs,and to hisLaws. The Indians are as capable of hearing 
Reafons and giving them their Weight, as other Men; and it it • 
becaufe they know not what Chriftianity is, that they efteem 
themfelves Chriftians, iri- their prefent Circumftahees. When 
they ate made acquainted with the Terms bff Salvation, propos’d 
in the Gofpel, and what they muff do'that they may inherit eter¬ 
nal Life, when they are well inftrudted in thcDoarines of thrift, 
they will be fenfible that the Religion which they now have, is 
little or nothing like'^that which is taught by the GofpeL When 
Mr. Edwards refus’d to baptize a Mshawk Child born at Stock- 
(which I have'before mentioned) and they were ' fry much 
difpleas’d with him on that Account, he went to them, gave them 
theReafons of hisCoriduft,and inform’d them as clearly as he was 
able of the Nature and End of Baptifm: Tho[& Indians receiv’d 
A a the 
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the Force of hisReafons,4nd appear’d to be fatisfy’d &'contented, 
-when he had taken Pains to inform them. And I doubt not 
hut proper Inftrudion and Information would remove the Diffi¬ 
culty I have been fpeaking of. 

'I’ho’ Chriftianizing thofe Indians may prove a difficultWork, 
yet if our Endeavours might, by the divine Bleffing,be fucceeded, 
would not the Advantage thence arifing to them, and us, more 
than compenfate. the Pains and Expence we Ihould be at ? And 
is there not.fo much Ground to hope for Succefs, as Ihould in¬ 
duce us to make, the Experiment ? 

1 ffiall.now conclude, by briefly fuggefting a few Things, not 
yet mentioned, the ferious Confideration of which may excite us 
to ufe our beft Endeavours for the Convcrfion of the neighbour¬ 
ing Indians to the Chriftian Faith. 

1. And in the firft Place, Ihould not the Confideration of the 
divine Bounty and Goodnefs, beftow’d upon us, excite us to im- 
ploy Part of that undeferv’d Goodnefs to promote the Knowledge 
of God, our bountiful Benefadtor, among thole who aredeftitutc 
of it I Thro’ the undeferv’d Favour and Bleffing of God,we have 
been profperous in our fecularAffairs,fucceeded in ourHufbandry, 
Trade, &c. and are become a wealthy People ; And,were we as 
willing as we are able, might we not fpare large Sums for the 
Propagation of the Gofpel among the Heathen ? Ought we not 
then to Ihew our Gratitude to the glorious Author of all our 
Comforts, by imploying a Part of his Bounty to promote the 
Redeemer’s Kingdom ? Is it not fit that we Ihould thus honour 
the Lord wilb our Subjiance ? Does it not lie as a Reproach upon 
us, who make an hi^ Profeffion, that we expend fo little to pro¬ 
mote the Knowledge of God among the Natives^ and fo much to , 
ill Purpofes ? Were what we implpy in unnecelTary Expences,by 
which Pride and Luxury are indulged and nourilhed, imploy’d 
in the laudable Method I am recommending j would it not be, 
fufficient, well to fupport a Multitude of Miffionaries among the: 
neighbouring Tribes ? Would it not probably be a Means of 
turning many of them from the Power of Satan to God ? And 
would it not be an Odour of a fweet Smell, a Sacrifice acceptable, 
well pleafing to God ? f And feeing God, by his Bleffings, has 
inabled us to contribute to fuch a good Defigny Ihould we not 

chearfuliy 

t Phil. 4, 18. ■ ' 
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of ,hc 

cxate ust^ ^nde.vour thc^ 

A few Gcnerahsfts back we were in a Stare of r 

they now are : fensfrcm the common Weahh of IfL^-^lZ'ub 
out God m the World. * But thro* divine Goodncfs rt 

fir. «nd we enjoy the Lrihf2?St"ef 

on tiienGod has°hadCompaflfon 

on us. and bcftow d upon us thofe riches Bleflings; oughtLnoc 
to have Compaffion on the neighbourino- Heathen .1 
b.ft£„dea,o„r, .h,. ,ha, affo“„„y Z° Sa W Z 
Light and Bleffings of the Gofpel ? . 

, 3-Should we not be mov’d to fuch charitableEndeavours f^n 
the Confideration of the wretched and forlorn Circumftancevm 
which the poor appear before otn- Eyes. We often behold 

thofe piteous C^jedts, appearing half naked and almoft ftarv’d - 
which IS the Effed of their viciousWay of Living. We fee them’ 

H ^ J ® of Iporance & Barbarity ; wholly unacquaint- 
ed with theWay of Salvation.and quite unconcern’d for their eter^ 
nalGood : And yet their Powers, both of Body & Mind,are not 
Mifenour to our own. Were they brought toCiyility & Induftry' 
niey might ftand upon equal Ground with' us, rcfpefting the 
Coinforts of Life : and were they inftrudted in divine Things 
made acquainted with the great & important Truths of theG^^ 
pel, they might ftand as fair for the Kingdom of Heaven as we‘ 
do. Should not our Ryes therefore afted our Hearts, when-wfe' 
behold them in fuch miferableCircumftances.? And fhould we not' 
exert ourfelves in all properWays for theirHelp. Did theWounds 
of the poor Man half dead, who fell among meves, plead with' fo 
much Eloquence for human Compaffion, as the unhappy State of 
the poor Natives does for Chriftian Chafity ? And if the Corii- 
paffion of a Samaritan was mov’d by the former, hdw much more ■ 
Ihould the Bowels of a Chriftian be mov’d by the latter > 

4 - The noble Example of fome generous & pious Perfons, at 
Home, may well excite ustb liberal Contributions for the Benefit 
of the poor Heathen. ^ ' -f >■- ' . ;. 

f Eph. 2. 12, 
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* Not only publick SocietieV, bur alfo private Perfons, m Grtat'- 
Britain, have gi-neroufly and liberally contributed for the Benefit 
oF the NiUives,in this diftantPart of thcWorld ; as the foregoing 
Hiftory Ibows. 'Pho’ they are at 5000 Miles Diftance, and never 
beheld,as we do,thore mifc-rable Objefts; yer, from a truly^piovis 
and generousSpiritjthey have Tent over their liberalContribottons, 
that°the Heathen, by.,their Means, may be inform’d in the Way 
of Life. Verilyjb^J^ft not loofe their Reward. A nobleExampid 
they fet before us, moft worthy our Imitation : And how can we. 
cxcufe ourfelves, if we neglcdl to copy after it ? Some indeed 
may plead their Inability, but this is not the Cafe of all. Arc 
there not among us many wealthy Merchants & Traders ? Are 
fltere not alfo many F.irmers, who abound in Wealth, upon the 
Lands which were,a few Years ago, the Property of the Indians., 
who now (land in Need of their Charity ? Should not fuch Per- 
fons be mov’d, by the generous Examples of others, to help for¬ 
ward the noble Defign of converting the Heathen ? Yea,are not 
the People in general able to do fomething to help forward fo 
good a Defign i And will it not lie as a Reproach upon us, if 
we, who make a high Profeffion of Religion, prove void of Cha¬ 
rity, when we are fo loudly call’d to the Exercife of it, not only 
by the laudable Example of generous Benefadors at Home j but 
ailb by the perifhing Circumftances of the neighbouring Indians ? 

I fiiall only add my hearty Wifhes,thac this JmericanContincm, 
which, for Ages unknown, has been a Seat of Darknefs, mA full 
of the Habitations of Cruelty, may become a Scene of Light and 
I.ove • tliat the Heathen in it, who have been wont to thirft 
^ttr Blood, may hunger and thirft after Righteoufneft ; That the 
mUer'nefs and falit ary Place may be glad for them, the'Dept rejoice 

and blbffom as the tiofe -, - That the Glory of Lebanon may be 

gnen unto it, the Excellency of Carmel and Sharon ; That thef 
may fee the Glory of the Lord, and the Excellency of our God. S ' 

S Ifai. 3j. I. z. 

finis. 
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f/ir^r JWr.SERGEANT’s Btath before I could fatisfy myfelf^that'Mi- 
tcrials were to he found for fucb aPurpcfe ; and when I had colie died 
what were to be had, and entred upon it, I could proceed but very 
Jlowly, by Reafon of other Biiftners upon my Hands,and the many un¬ 
avoidable Avocations that attended me ; And after I hadjinijh'd it, 
fame unforefeen Accidents and Occurrences, which I need not trouble 
the Reader with, delay'd it for feveral Months. 


Why it is not more full and compleat, now it does appear, may 
alfo be the Subjedl of Enquiry. To which Ifhall only fay, that it is 
in fame Meafure owing to the Want of thofe Materials which I ex- 
pedled, aud which might have been very helpful, if they could have 
been obtain'd. 


When it was firn propos'd to me to undertake this Bufmefs, 1 
concluded that Mr. Sergeant had preferv'd what was needful for 
fuch a Work ; for foon after he entred upon his Miffion, he wrote 
to me, defiring that I would fend him an Account of all Tranf- 
aSiions with thofe Indians ,he went to-them : giving this as a 
Reafon, why he defin'd it, y\x. That he deftgn'd to colleSl and pre- 
ferveMMe:nz.hfor,and,inTime to come,to give theWorld aHiJiory of, 
the Pregrefs of Religion among tbe Indians f his Succcis among 
them fhould prove conftderable ; or to that Purpofe. I therefore 
eoncluded, that he had not only kept a Journal of his.own Doings 
among them, but that he had alfo carefully preferv'd Copies of all 
bis Letters to Gentlemen with whom he maintain'd a Correfpondence, 
and their Returns to him •, and that little or nothing more would be 
needful,^ than to Tranfcribe, in their proper Places, what he had 
preferv d. But I found myfelf, more or lefs, difappointed upon all 
thefe Heads, His Journal was indeed fomething large kef particular 
for five or fix Tears, but after that Time it confified only of a few 
brief Hints, two or three Pages in Obtavo, upon common Paper, con¬ 
taining the Space of a Tear ; and, for two or three Tears, it was 
wholly wanting. He was alfo fo full of Bufmefs, that he had not 
Time to prcferve Copies of thefe Letters he wrote to Gentlemen with 
whom he correfponded, either in /for Country, or in Great-Britain, 
except a very few. Tea;, when he wrote an Hiftorical Account of 
tbe Succels of the Gofpel among (he Indians at Stockbridge, 

under 


under his Miniflry, in Compliance with the Deftre of the Comrrtittee 
of Direftors for the Society for propagating Chriftian Knowledge, 
in Sco - vi . A-SD, fgnified to him by their Prejident George Drum¬ 
mond, Efq-, and fent it to them, he had no Leifure to preferve s 
Copy of it. Some few Letters likewife, written to him, were not t» 
be found. 


When 1 became acquainted with thefe Things, I was much dif- 
courag'd ; and had not I recover'd the Originals which Mr. Ser¬ 
geant wrote to the Rev. Dr. Colman, to whom he wrote more 
frequently, and mere freely, than to any other Man, 1 fhould not have 
attempted any Thing of this Nature. And, when I entred upon the 
Bufmefs, I little thought of compofing any Thing that would befit 
for publick View. My Defign was (feeing I had by me what Ma¬ 
terials / could come at) to preferve what might be mojl likely to be 
cf Ufe hereafter, which, in all Probability, would foon have been 
loft, by continuing in loofe Papers. 


And now it is propos'd to publifh I have written, I hope 
the foregoing Account will excufe me-, tho' the Performance be not 
Jo full and compleat, as it might have been, by the Help of thofe 
Things which I could not obtain. Every Reader will be fenftble, 
that Mr. Sergeant, and the goodCaufe in which he was engaged, 
might have been placed in a more advantagious Light, had thofe 
Things which are wanting, been preferv'd. He will alfo, I trufi, 
be as fenfible that Eloquence and Neatnefs of Stile are not what I 
have laboured after, but a plain Narrative ofFabls, in a Language, 
which 1 hope will prove intelligible^ to all, who take the Trouble of 
reading what is here prefented. ^ 


1 cannot think any judicious Perfen, upon mature Confideratien, 
will judge,tkat which has been brought topafs by Mr. Sergeant’s 
Miniftry, among the Indians, is fmall and inconfiderabie. In the 
Tear 1734- when he went firft to thofe Indians, their Number, 
great and fmall, was fhort of Fifty, and they in the Depths of Hea- 
thenifm and Barbarity. In the Tear 1749, when he died, they 
were increafed to 2iS •, 182 Indians had been baptized by him, 
and a Church confifiing of 42 Indian Communicants commemorated 

the 
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the Sufferings of Chrift at the LordVTablc. Mr. Woodbridge’s 
School (federate from the boarding School) had belonging to it 55 
Scholars, who were taught to Read and hVrite, and were injlrudied 
in the Principles of Religion. This indeed is not like a Nation 
being born at one? j, but (by the life of ordinary Means, greater 
Things have feldom been brought to pafs in fo fhort a lime. And 
we, in this Part of the Country, have feen Nothing like it, refpeSling 
the poor Natives who live upon our Borders. And if Mr. Ser¬ 
geant’s Life had been fpar’d to have profecuted the Affair of the 
Boarding-School, according to his Intention, and with his wonted 
Wifdom, Prudence lA Skill, is it not highly probable, that we fhould, 
by this Time, have feen a confiderable Humber of the Indian Touth 
educated there, in Labour, Induflry and good Hufbandry, as well as 
in Learning ; who probably might have prov'd net only ufeful 
Members of Society, but aljo of the Church of Cbrill ? 

If what I have written upon this SubjePi may be a Caufe of many 
Thankfgivings to GOD for his rich Grace and Mercy, exercifed to 
the Indians at Stockbridge, by Mr. Sergeant’s Miniftry ; if 
it may be a Means of exciting pious and well dijpold Perfons to 
charitable and generous Contributions to promote the fpiritual Good 
of the poor Natives there, or in other Places-, if it may be an 
Inducement to any young Gentlemen, qualified for fuch a Service, to 
follow the excellent Example Mr. Sergeant has given ; however 
mean the Performance is, the EffeSl will be good, and will anfwer 
the End of the unworthy Author, 

Springfield, 

November 14. 1752. 


Samuel Hopkins. 
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Tribe commonly known by the Name of 
River-Indians is large, moft of them live within 
the Limits oiNew-Tcrk Government, interfpers’d 
among the Butch, and never had Endeavours us’d 
with them, either to civilize or chriftianize them 
but ftill continue in their native Ignorance and 
Barbarity. A fmall Number of them live in the N. W. Corner 
of Connebiicut Government, and a few Families of them on Hou- 
fatunnuk River, or at Houfatunnuk, which now goes by theNamc 
of Sheffield in the County of Hampfhire, in the S. W. Corner of 
the Maffachufetts Province, bordering on the Government of 
New-Tork W. and on Connebiicut Colony S. 

Thcfe few Indians at Houfatunnuk, are they to whom the Rev; 
Mr. John Sergeant received his Miflion, and with whom En¬ 
deavours have been us’d for about eighteen Years paft, to form 
them to Chriftianity. And ’tis the Defign of this Treatife, to 
give an Hiftorical Account of the Mcaiures which have bfeen 
taken with them for this End •, the Succefs that has attended 
them ; and what their prefent State is. 

In Profecuting this Defign, 1 lhall have Occafion to give 
an Account of a confiderable Part of the Life, Death and Cha- 
rcibier, of that pious and excellent Man, the Rev. Mr. John 
Sergeant, who preach’d the Gofpel to them, and died in that 
Service. 

About 
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About the Year 1720. or perhaps fomething fooner, the Ge¬ 
neral Affembly of this Province granted two Townfhips on Hou- 
/«/«««»/<: River, to fome People who were defirous of fettling 
there. The Land was purchafed of the River- Indians^ who had 
the native Right but they referv’d for themfclves two fmall 
Tracts of Land : one lying at a Place they call Skatehook, and 
now falls into the firfl: Parifh in Sheffield-, the other aboDt 8 or 
lo Miles further up the River, which they call Wnahktukook, 
and is within the Bounds of Stockbridge. And at each of thefe 
Places dwell about four or live Families of Indians. 

When the EngUfh made Settlements there, they became ac¬ 
quainted with thofe Indians and Kunkapot, t\\& principal Perfon 
among them, was foon takenNotice of by xhtEnglifh, and fpoken 
of as a Man of Worth. It was by a meer Accident I became 
acquainted with his general Charader. Mr. Ebenezer Miller, 
one of my Neighbours,who had his Account from Houfatunnuk, 
inform’d mc,that he was ftriftly temperate, a very juft and up¬ 
right Man in his Dealings, a Man of Prudence, and induftrious 
in his Bufinefs ; and inclin’d to embiace the Chrijtian Religion : 
But that there were fome Difficulties lying in his Mind, two of 
which I remember. One was, that if he became a ChriSiian, his 
own People would difeard him. The other was, the ill Con- 
verfation of Chriftians ; it being as bad, as he tho’t, if not worfe 
than that of the Heathen. (An Objcdlion too juft, and it is not 
to be wonder’d at, that it ffiould prove a ftumbling Block to an 
obferving Heathen.) 

I was much affeded with the Story of this Indian, and deter¬ 
min’d to endeavour that he, and the Reft of the Indians there, 
might be inftruded in the Dodrines of Christianity -, for this I 
was prepar’d, by Dr. Caiman^ giving me an Account, the May 
preceding, of the Money depofited in the Commiffioners f Jand 
for fuch Purpofes •, and knowing that the honourable John Stod¬ 
dard, Efq; of Northampton, was more than any Man, in the Pro¬ 
vince, acquainted with the State of the Indians in general, having 
often been employ’d by the Government in Affairs relating to 
them,I determin’d to difeourfe with him upon it,and to take his 
Advice in the Cafe. Accordingly, March nth 1734, I waited 
upon him at his own Houfe, and confer’d with him upon the 
Subjed. He inform’d me, ‘‘ That the River-Indians were the 

largeft 
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lar-eft trih of any.ncar the.E«|/^Settl^ents • that he judg’d 
a ampng them would be mugh n^or? hkely to^o Ser¬ 
vice, and to anfwer the End of his than thofe Mffiona- 

ries, Mcffieurs Parker, Hinjdel, &ud.- Secomb, who . had be^ 
fome Time before ordain’d, and fent to feveral ForU ai d 
rTuck-Houfes in our Eaftern & mftern Borders. For xhtTribes, 
thofe Gentlemen, we^e fent to, ‘ were very much undent ae 
Influence of the French., , further, what OPl?™;^y 
Mffionaries had to inftrua them, was only at thole Forts, when 

■ they came in upon a trading Defign ; and that, as loon as they 
had^done their Bufinefs, they went off, and while they ^aytl, 
were not perhaps in the beftTemper to receive Inftrudion : But 
as to x}nzRiver'Indians, the Fre.nch had no Influence upon them •, 
a Miffitonary might live among them, and take all Opportunities 
to inftrud, not only the Men, but alfo their tamilies . d heir 
Children might be taught to read, and write, and be led into 
a Knowledge of the Principles ot Chriftamty, &c. &c, 

ThcEvent prov’d thefeReafonings to be very juft ifor,not long 
after, thofeMiffionaries, Meffi. Parker, ^tnfdel,^nd Secomb,jCTc 
difeourag’d, and threw up their Miffitons, as not being able to 

■ anfwer the Ends of them j but a Mtffiion to the Rtver-Indians 
prov’d more fucccfsful. 

Some Time after, I inform’d the Rev. Mr. Stephen Williams 
of Springfield of thefe Suggeftions, and what I had, heard. And 
upon pur Motion theRev. Mr. Williams oi Hatfield wrote to the 
Honourable and Rev. Commiffioners at Bojion -, who defir’d us 
that we would take a Journey to Houfatunnuk, and confer with 
the Indians there,refpcaing their receiving a Mffionary to inftruft 

them._About this Time His Excellency Governour Belcher 

was pleas’d to honour the two principal Indians of Houfatunnuk 
with Commffons. To Kunkapot he gave a Captain's, and to 
' Umpachenee a Lieutenant's. Their Commiffions being fent to Spring- 
field,\it heard that they were coming for them, & therefore con¬ 
cluded we would confer with them herp, before we proceeded to 
Ilbufaffnnuk. Accordingly, on the nad Day of A/^t>„;wp>enc 
to their Lodgings j and difeours’d with them.by their Interpreter 
Jthoikim Van Valkenburgb, vtrho came with them. 

The Captain Ihew’d himfelf very defirous of having a Mijfto- 
nary fent among them,, that their Children might be .taught to 
■ . . B. - , f. "' fcad, 
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read, &(. Tht Lieutenant did not feem fo very defirous of it • 
but yet ex’prefs’d his Willingnefs that it Ibould be fo. But at 
the fame Time, they let us know,that they fpake only for them- 
fdves and that it would be needful \ht\r Brethren fliould be con- 
^Ited m the Affair. We therefore inform’d them, that fome 
Time xn July they might expeft to fee us at Houfalunnuk, where 
""^fheir Brethren, further upon 
thole 1 hmgs. . nut when theTime came, I was fick. The Rev. 
Mr Buli ot IVeftfield therefore took my Place, and, on the 8th 
of -July 1734, accomp.any’d Mr. Williams thither. The Captain 
and Lieutenant were very glad to fee them, and call’d theirPeo- 
ple together, of whom thofe Gentlemen inquir’d, whether they 
were willing a Minifier fhould be fent to them to inffrudl them 
in ihtChrifiian Religion.to teach theirChildren to read, C^c. The 
/«^;««r defir’d four Days to confider of theThing propos’d ; and 

Names, and fio-. 

nity d their Delires to thofe Reverend Gentlemen, that a Mini/hr 
might be fent to them, for the Ends propos’d. Upon which 
the Rev. Mr. W illiams deliver’d to them a fmall Belt of Wompum 
as a Confirmation of what had pafs’d between them, and as a 
Sort of Record thereof. * 

Not long after the Return of thofe Gentlemen from Hcufa- 
tunmtk, the Rev. Mr; Williams went to Bofion, where he waited 
upon the Honourable Commijftoners ( his Excellency Governor 
Belcher being then at their Head) and acquainted them with the 

good 

» A Wompum a fmallCylinder of about one tbird of an Inch lonv.and as b,V 
round as a fmall Straw, with a Hole dril’d thro’ the Middle of it Leneth-wife®^^ 
and IS made of the Shell of fome polilh'dvery {booth. . A Numbed 

of thefe ftrung upon fmall Threads, and knit together In the Form of a Belt 
are call’d a Belt of Womfurn. Some of thefe Wompum are -white, fome hlack 
the black bear the higheft Price ; they pafs among the Hatiwes as Me,ue7 
and were the only Com the Indians had, before they became acquainted vritli 
‘iF Ornaments, wearing them about their 

Neeh, Wrtjls, Sec. It is a Cuftom among the Indians neighbouring to us and 
I fuppofe among alf others, to give Belts of Wompum for the Conlrmatio’n of 
all 1 reaties, and as a Remembrance of what paffes between Parties ; fo that 
if one Trite fends a Meffage to another without fuch a Belt, the Mcffaee is 
call’d, an empty Ward, not to be regarded or remember’d ; But if a Belt ac- 
comp-any’s theMeffage, it is laid up as aRecord of theThing tranfaaed • and 
by It. not only the prefent, but future Generations, keep in Remembrance 
What was then done. And thefe are all Uie Records they keep in fuch Cafes 
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good Difpofulonof the Indians refpefting the Bufinefs they went 
upon And theCommiJJioners were fo encourag’d by the Account 
given them, that they defir’d thofe Gentlemen, Meflieurs fF//- 
%ms and Bull to feek after fome fuitablePerfon to be employ d 
as a Mijfionary to thofe Indians. As appears by the following 

a Meeting of the Commijfioners 'for Indian Affairs, at 




“ Prefent. His Excellency Governor Belcher. 

« L’homas Hutchinfon, Dr. Benjamin ColmaHy 

“ Edward Hutchinfon, > Efqrs; . Dr. Jo/eph Sewall, 
Thomas Steel, J Adam Wintbrop. 

“ A Report of the Rev. Mr. Stephen Williams, and the Rev. 
“ Mr, Nehemiah Bull, read, giving an Account of their Vifita- 
“ tion lately made to the Indians at Houfatunnuk, at the Defire 
. “ of the Commijfioners, wherein is fet forth their Conference with 
“ faidand their Confent to receive Inftrudlion in the 
“ Chr^tian Religion, theii Defire that the Commijfioners would 
fend them n Minifier for that Purpofc, 

“ Thereupon, 

“ Voted, That the faid Meffieurs Williams, & Bull, be defir’d 
“ to ufe their Endeavours for obtaining a fuirable Perfon to go 
“ and rcfide there as their Minifier, to inftruft them and their 
“ Children in Religion, and in Reading, and to preach the Gof- 

“ pel to them on the Sabbaths.-That they be allow’d to 

“ promife fuch fukablc Perfon, for his Encouragement, the Sa- 
. lary of One Hundred Pounds per Annum. A true Copy 

Atteft. Adam Wintbrop^ 

Before this Time, Mr. Sergeant’s Inclination to ferve the 
.Souls of \.\\tNatives had reached ourEars ; for he had freely faid 
in private Converfation, that he had rather be employ’d as a 
Mijfionary to the Natives, if a Door fliould open for it, than ac¬ 
cept a Call any Englijh Parifti might give him,: Thofe Gen¬ 
tlemen being inform’d of this, were not at a Lofs where to go, 
but made their Application to him in September 17^4. at New- 
- Haven,v)\\txt he was employ’d as one of thelT utors of Tale-Cellege. 
Their Application to him, and his Anfwer, 1 fliall give the Rea- 
ym 7 : JO! - /m ' dcr 
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der in bis own Words, as I find them in the Beginning of the 
Journal^ which he kept of his Miffiou to the River-Indians at 
Houjalunnuk. 

‘ In September The Rzv. 'Mx. Stephen Williams, and 

‘ Nehemidh ‘PuU,- being appointed by the Gentlemen €om- 
‘ mijfi(fners xa-^Jlpn, tq treat and agree with fome Perfon to 
‘ undertake a Np^ton tq the Indians q( Houfatunnuk, came to me 
at Netv-Haven, with the Propofals ; bringing a very encoura- 
‘ ing Account of the good Inclination of thofe Indians^ and of 
‘ their Defire to be inltruded in the Principles of the Chriliian 
‘ Religion. 

‘ I was then engag’d in Bufinefs zs. Yale‘College ■, bur, upon 
‘ the fair Probability there appear’d of Succefs, I told the Gen¬ 
tlemen, that I was fo far from being unwilling to devote my- 
felf to the Service of God in fo good a Caufe, that I was rather 
defiroiis, if none better qualify’d could be found, to improve 
‘ what Abilities I had in fuch an Undertaking:,;- tho’ I was feh- 
‘ fible,^ I muft not only lofe a great mariy agreeable Amufeflients 
of Life, efpeCially in leaving my Bufinefs at College, which was 
the moft agreable to me that could be ; but alfo expofe-my- 
felf to many Fatigues and Hardfliips, and I know not to whac 
‘ Dangers, amohg a barbarous People. For indeed I fhould be 
‘ afham’d to own myfelf a Chridian, or even a Man, and yet 
litferly refufe doing what lay in my Power, to cultivate Flu- 

* inanity among a People naturally ingenious enOugh, but for 
‘ Want of Inftrudion, living fo much below the Dignity of hu- 
‘ man Nature ; and to promote the Sdlbation of Souls perijhlng 
‘ in the Hark, when r.\itLight of Life is fo near them. Befide's, 

‘ to fee fo much Pains taken by thofe of the tiomifh Church, 

‘ not only in other PartS, but alfo in AtHerica, and in our Borders, 

‘ whofe Religion is fo corrupted, that it may fcarcely be call’d 

* Chriftianity, fhould, methinks, excite us to Emulation, who, 

‘ at Icaft, think we profefs Chriftianity in much greater Purity. 

‘ Upon the carneftDefire of the two forementionedGentlemep, 

‘ I readily confbnced to undertake the Miffion, if I might be 
‘ accepted upon the Terms I propos’d, v/z. that with theAp- 

* probation of the Rev. Rtaor and Yrulites of Yalt-Coilege, I 
‘ would fpend about half of the Year with the Indians, anci the 

* Reft of the Year live at College j (for I had a Mind to carry my 

t Pupils 


« Pupils through the Courfe of their Studies iwh.h ncfwwcrren- 
‘ tering upon their laft Year) and afterward, if there mould, be 
< any r^afLable Encouragement, 1 would devote myfelf mtije^ 

‘ ly to the Service of inftrufting the Indian;. 1 his they agreed 
‘ I, and therefore the Rev. Mr. Williams immediately wrote to 
‘ the honourable Adam Wmthrop, Efq; oBe of th<^ CLm;niJfmer<s 
» at BoSicn, to inform him how far they had proceeded.: - 

The Terms propos’d by Mr. Sergeant were agreable tp the 
Commijftoners, as appears from the following Letter trom the ho¬ 
nourable their ^ 

‘ By a Letter juft receiv’d from the Rcy. Mr. SlephenWilUdms, 
‘ I am inform’d he has treated with you about engaging in the 
‘ Indian s Service at Houfatunnuk. And I, am highly gratified 
‘ with ihe encouraging. Account he gives .of ybvir Ingenuity, 
Learninc^,. and Piety, and alfo with yogr laudable Inclination 
‘ tq undertake.the Service., ,T|ie only,difficulty he mentiorfUs, 
‘ That the Rellor, Yruftes, and alfo your Pupils, were unwilling 
‘ you fliould leave the College, till they had done recking ; buc 
‘ that, if the Commijfioners would be fatisfied with'.your rCfidin^ 
‘ at Houfatunnuk one Quarter of.a Year nqw, and then leave'the 
‘ Indians till the Spring, you vsiould return and tarry. And Mr. 
‘'Williams 'Mils'd that it might be fignify’d as foon as ppffible, 

* whether the Commiffioners would accept of this ProjedHon. 
‘ Time would not allow of a full Meeting,but 1 have copfer’d 

‘ with His Excellency the Governor about it, and we do, in the 
‘ Nam«of the Commiffioners accept of the Propofal. . Sp that 
‘ you may proceed and go to Mr. .Williams's, vAio informs me 

* that he will accompany you to Houfatunnuk. 

‘ 1 heartily wiffi you, thro’ the divine Bleffiiig, good Succefs, 
‘ and much Comfort, in the Employment. And, defiring to 

* hear from you in Anfwer to thip, I remain,’ , 

'Sir, your hearty Friend and Servant, 

Adamifinthrc^.^ 

Accordingly Mr. Sergeant proceeded to Houfatunnuk, and 
in his Journal gives the following brief Account of his Journey, 
and'the Reception he met With there. , ,' ’ * 

.V -r , ..oc ■ . - Moaoler 
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* O^cher Stb. I fee out from New-Haven, Snd went to Mr. 

‘ huW%, who it was propos’d Ihould bear me Company to Hou- 
‘ fatmnuk, and introduce me to the Indians, being fomething ac- 
‘ quainted with them, as he had been there befo e in the Sum- 
‘ mcr with Mr. Williams, to treat with them, with Refpedt to 
‘ their receiving the From Wejifield, on Tbuxidiiiy OSfo- 

* her nth, we fet out'in the Afternoon, defigning to lodge at a 

* Houfe about 15 Miles onwards upon the Road, which was the 

* only Houfe before we came to Houfatunnuk. But Night com- 

* ing on too foon for us, we were forced to lodge in the Woods 
‘ without Fire or Shelter. "The next Day we got to Houfatun- 
‘ nuk, a little before Night, thro’ a moft doleful Wildernefs,and 

* the worft Road, perhaps, that ever was rid. We took Care 
‘ to inform x.btlndians 'Nc were come,[they had expected us fome 
« Time] and defir’d them to meet us the next Day, at a Place 
‘ we appointed, near the Middle between the' Places where the 

^ Indians Wy'di -, for one half of them liv’d near 4 Miles above, 
‘ up the 'River, and the other about fo much below. 

‘ Ocioher 13th. In the Afternoon I made a fliort Difeourfe fo 
the Indians by an Interpreter, an Indian call’d Ehene-zer, to 
‘ which they (about 20 in Number *) gave very goodAttention, 
cipecially Capt. Kunkapot ib€\x Chief, and his 
' ‘ I adapted my Difeourfe, as well as I could, to their Capa- 
cities and Manner of Thinking^ The next Day Ebenezer told 
‘ me, that one who had been a little cold in the Defign, was 

* mov’d with what I faid, and feem’d now confiderably engag’d. 

* The Interpreter could fpeak Englifh very well,dor he had liv’d 
‘.with them, and had ^ot confiderablc Knowledge in the Prin- 
‘ ciples of Religion, and Was, very defirous.Mr. 5 «//would bap- 
‘ hitfi. ’ Accordingly we met at the Lkutenant’h Houfe bn 
‘ Thurlday, where Mr. examin’d Ebenezer with Refpeft to 
‘ his Knowledge and Refolution to live zChrifiian Life, and he 
‘ gave a pretty good Account of the Principles of the Christian 

* Religion, and faid, he would rather burn in the Fire than for- 

* fake th^ Truth. Mr. made a Prayer, which Ebenezer in- 
*■ tefprete^,' and I deliver’d another fhort Difeourfe, after which 

'■ T ' Ebenezer 

* Mr. Sergeant notes in his Journal fome Tiyve after that when he fpeaks 
V. of;jpsjHearers, he intends only adult Perlons, and is fo to be underftdod 

' here, and elfewhere. 
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* Ebenezer was baptized by Mx. Bull, making the.followihgJieh^ 
‘ tixix\Q\it\onoi'Heatbemfm, Profeffion of Chrifiianity, vnA.'^p*' . 
‘ mife of n good Life. • - ’ • • 

‘ Through the Goodnefs of God towards me, in bringing me into 
‘ the Way of the Knowledge of the Gofpel, I am convinc'd of the 
‘ Truth of the Chriftian Religion, and that it is the only Way that, 
‘ leads to Salvation and Happibefs; / therefore freely, and hee^- 
« uly,forfake Heathenilh Darknefs, and embrace the Light df ihe 
‘ Gofpel, and the Way of Holinefs. . And do now, in Prefence of 
‘ Almighty God, the Searcher of Hearts, and before many Witnefies, 

‘ ferioufiy and folemnly take the Lord Jehovah, to be my God and 
‘ Portion, jefus Chrift his Son to be my Loid Redeemer 1 and 
‘ the Holy Ghoft to be my Sanfliiier Teacher. And do Co- 
‘ venant and Promfe, by theHelp''of divineGf'ace, that I^ill cleave 
‘ to the Lord with Purpofe of Heart, believing his revealed Truths, 
‘ as far as I can gain the Knowledge of them, obeying his Commands, 
‘ both thofe which mark out my Duty, and thofe that forbid Sin, 
‘ ftneerely and uprightly to the End of my Lfe. 

‘ Here Ebenezer fhew’d us a little nam’d Showanun,vibo,f 
‘ being in the Woods with his Father, at a confiderable Diftjnce, 
‘ and hearing that 1 was coming, and would teach the Children 
‘ to read, would ftay no longer with his Father, but was rcfqlv’d 
‘ to come Home, iho’ his Father (to try him I fuppofej tqltjl 
‘ him, if he left him no Body would take Care of him,, to pfo- 
‘ vide him Victuals and Cloaths •, but he would not bp difluaded 
‘ from corning Home to learn his Book. And what makes this 
‘ the more remarkable in the Boy, is, that he is exceeding fond 
‘ of his Father, as his Father is alfo of him. . -m 

The Indians, as has been obferv’d, living in two Places about 
8 or 10 Miles afunder, it was needful they (hould come together 
in one Place, that they, on the Sabbath might attend upon Mr. 
Sergeant’s Preaching, and have their Children taught on the 
Week Days. When therefore they were together at Lieutenant 
Umpachenee's Houfe, they difeour^’d the Matter, and concluded* 
that, during theWinter Seafon, fhey would dwell together about 
half Way between thofePlaces,where each Party then liv’d •, the 
Place being well accommodated w ithWood and Water, and alfo 
near fome Rnglifij Families, in one of which Mr. Sergeant 

might 
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might li^ ’whiie he ferv’d them ; but this could continue po 
longer than the Spring, when they muft return to their own 
Places to Plant, Uc. ■ 

* Lord's-Day^ Oaoher 20th. I made two Difeourfes to the /«- 

* dians, (in Number the fame as before) to which they gave great 

* Attention, and feem’d to be well pleas’d. They were inter- 

* preted bt Mr. VanValkenburgh, Dutch Man.' 

On Mon&dfOSlober 21ft. They chearfully fet about building 
a publick Houjc at the Place agreed upon, to leryc them, both to 
meet in on the Sabbath^ and to keep the School in ; round which 
they built fmall Huts lor their feveral Families to dwell in. The 
Chearfulnefs & Engagednefs they difeover’d herein, was an Evi¬ 
dence of the ardent Defires they had to hear the Word preach'd, 
^nd tp have, their Children taught to read. And, in a fhortl ime, 
they all moVd with their Families thither. While thefe Things 
were doing, Mr. Sergeant went up lolVnahkiukook, the Place 
wj^ere thti .Captain and fome others lived, to teach theirChildren 
to read, and was greatly pleas’d with the Refped they fhew’d 
him, and with the Children, they being exceedingly engag’d to 
iharn. He went'^lfo to ^)^fl/«)^tft^iir,thePlace where the Lieutenant 
and four Families more liv’d, and taught their Children. The 
Number at each Place being about 9 or 10. 

*' The Number of Mr* Sergeant’s Auditors now began to in- 
^i‘eafc.'' Lord's-Di^, November 5. he writes, “ My Auditory 
’’^ jwas greater than it had beenand now, befides Preaching, I 

* '.gray’d hj Interpreter.” And to move our Pity to the poor 

who'are brought up in Ignorance, he proceeds thus; 
^ After Service they invited me to go, the next Day, up to 
‘ fffnahktukook, to fee a teligious Ceremony, they had Earn’d of 

* their fathers.'' Accordingly! went. bore meCom- 

^. pany, 6f whom I enqbir’d, to fatisPy my Curiofity, into the 
‘ Notions, CuftomsSc Manners of'their Nation. Among other 
‘ Things, he told me of fome he had known that were Atheijis, 

who fuppOsM all Things began, continu’d,and ceas’d, accord- 
l'ng CO,' the feveral Laws of their iVri/«rer, withGut any Caufe 
‘ or Direftiot) from a fuperiouf Hand. Others believ’d the 5 a« 
' ‘ to be Gody Or at leaft t\\QBody, vor Refidence, of the Deity ; but 

* that now they gcnernlly believ’d the Exiftence of one fupreme 
‘ inVifible Being, the Maker of all Things. He told me alfo 

° fundry 
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‘ fundry childilh and ridiculous Things, which they ^ ‘ 

‘ As that the feven Stars were fo many tranflaced toFJea- 

‘ ven in a Dance ; that the Stars in CharUisWatn, are fo many 

‘ Men hunting a ; that they begin the Chace in theSpring, 

‘ and hold it all Summer ; by the Fall they have wounded it, 

* and that the Blood turns theLeaves red : by the Winter they 
‘ have kill’d it, and theSnow is made of its Fat ; which, being 
‘ melted by thcHeat of theSummer,makes the Sap of I rees. t 
‘ There is a large Heap of Scones, 1 fuppofc ten Cart Loads, 

‘ in the Way to IVanhktukook, which the Indians have thrown 
‘ together, as they have pafs’d by the Place ; for itusd to be 
‘ their Cullom, every Time any one pafs d by, to throw a Stone 
‘ to it • But what was the End of it they cannot tell : Only 
‘ they fay, their Fathers us’d to do fo, and they do it becaufe ic 
‘ was the Cuftom of their Fathers. But Ebenezer fays, he fup, 

‘ pofes it was defign’d to be as anExpreflion of thcirGratitude to 
‘ the fupream Being, that he had preferv’d them to fee thePlace 
‘ again. 'Thefe Things Ebenezer xo\l\ me, by 
‘ were riding to Wnabkiukook, which are fuch childilh Fables 
‘ that I had not taken Notice of them, had it not been that they 
‘ believ’d them, as childifli as they are ; .which fhews us how 
‘ cafily Men brought up in Ignorance are irnpos d upon, and 
‘ Ihoufd, methinks, excite us the more to pity them.—-Wf^en 
‘ we were cpme to the Captain's there were feveral of our 
^ Indians there, as well from below, as thofe that belong d there, 

^ .After we had been there for fame Time, two Men, appointed 
‘ for the Service, took a Deer down that hung up in thc:WjgT 
‘ warn, * which was to be offer’d, and laid^, the four Quarters 

f upona firiri^ in the Middle of the.Houfy,,(the Reft fitting 

* round very ferious;) the Skin \yas taken off with the cnprc 
C Hpd 

+ I leave the Reader to conjefture, whence thefe feo* 

theirNotioAfo.fimilar to that .of the who pall theC», Stats ,th* 

A is an Indian koii/e, iii building'Cf ^hich'they tal<i liri^ffle^bfe 

Poles and‘ftick them into the Ground, round fUch aSpace'as^th^mwnd'for 

the Bignefs of their Houfe, whether greater or lyfs ; thofe, P^es they 1^^ 
from each Side, aiyi fallen them together, making an Arch qyer Head-: 
■ Then they fallen fmall Sticks to them, cutting thePoIes at right Angles, whicji 
ferve for- Ribs. After which they cover the whole with the' Bark- of Trees, 
leaving a Hole in the Top for the Smojk » gO oat, aad at one or both. End* 
to go in and out. 
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* HeacI and Neck to the Shoulders ; the fourQiiarters were laid 
‘ one upon another, and the Skin,doubled Length wife,was laid 
‘ upon them, fo as to make it look as much like a whole Deer 
‘ as might be. When this was done,an elderly Man, appointed 

* fpf that Purpofe, flood up over it; and, with a pretty loud 
‘ Voice, fpake to the following Purpofe. 

‘ O great God pity us, grant us Food to eat, afford us good and 

* comfort a tie Sleep, preferve us from being devoured by the Fowls 

* that fly in the Air. This Deer is given inToken that we acknow- 
‘ ledge thee the Giver of all Things. Then he halloo’d pretty 
*■ loud, that God might hear and take Notice of what they were 

* doing. Then he that made the Offering gave xhzpro Tempore 
‘ Prfeft ("for they have no dated onej a Sinn^oiIVomptm which 

* was to pay him for his Service ; after which he halloo’d again. 

* After thefe Ceremonies were ended, the two Men beforc-mcn- 

* tioned, cut theDeer in Pieces and boil’d it ; and when it was 

* made ready, a Piece was given to every one, of which .-they 

* all eat, except he that offer’d it, (for he eats none of it) v hicli 
‘ is to fignify it is a Gift, and therefore free, and he defires none 

* of it back again. While they were eating, one of theWaiters 

* gave the Skin with theFect, and fome of theInwards,to an old 

* WidowWoman,which is aDeed ofCharity they always pradlice 

* ;up6n fuch Occafions. 

‘ Upon Inquiry into the Original of this Piece of -Religion, 

* they pve me the following fabulous Account of the fird In- 

* ditution of it. They had receiv’d it by ITaditibn from their 

* Fathers, that there once liv’d a Man among them, who was 
'* feen to come down from'Heaven vtxth. Snow-Shoes on, (which 

vvas the Original of Snow-Shoes,) that he liv’d in great Repu- 

* ration among them : was edeem’d a Hero, and a Prophet z 

* He clear’d their Country of Monders that infeded theirRoads, 

* and taught them that this was a religious Cudom in theCoun- 
‘ 'try above, from whence he came ; and of him they learnt this 
.* Piece, of Religion, That he married aWife among them,and 

* had two Children by her j and that when: they odcr’d a Deer, 
'* he us’d to be their Fried : but fome Times he omitted pfay- 
‘ ing upon fuch Occafions, which the Indians found Fault with, 

* and this coming to the Ears of his Wife, fhe inform’d him ; 
he confcffcdic a. faulty Ncglei^ 5 ^and apologizing, as well as 
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« he could, for himfelf, promis’d he would do it next Time. 

* And accordingly, when the next Occafion offer’d, he began 
‘ to pray with his two Children upon his Knees, and was in a 
‘ wonderful Manner rais’d from the Ground, rifing gradually as 
‘ he continu’d praying : but when he had got jud to the Pop 
‘ of thtlVigwam, they call’d to him to leave one of hisChildren, 

‘ at lead, behind him j and letting one down, he was carried 
‘ up out of their Sight. This Child of his alfo prov’d an ex- 
‘ traordinary Man ; of whom they tell fevcral very ridiculous 
‘ Stories ■, which yet they believe with a firm Faith.’ 

The above Hidorical Account 1 have not inferted fo much 
for its being curious, as to excite Companion towards fuch ig¬ 
norant Creatures, and the charitable Endeavours of generous 
Minds to bring them out of fuch a benighted State. 

November 5th. Mr. Sergeant began to keep School, in tlie 
School-Houfe which the Indians had built •, and on the next 
Week his Scholars were in Number 22 or 23, as he writes; and 
on the following Week two new Scholars were added to their 
Number. Thefe he indruded on thcWcek Days, and preach’d 
on the Sabbaths. 

The following Padages, inMr. Sergeant’s Journal, well dc- 
ferve the Attention of thofe who are concern’d for the Englijh 
Intcred in America, and for the fpiritual Good of the Indians. 

‘ Monday, November the 2 5th. I went to Albany, being de- 

* fir’d by the Miniders of the Country, to inquire after the Dif- 
‘ pofition of the Mohawks, and the Red of the Indians in Friend- 
‘ fhip with the Englijh, towards theChridian Religion -, carrying 
‘ a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Williams of Hatfield, to the Hon. 

‘ Philip Livingston, Efq; to defire of him Information in that 
‘ Matter. Mr. LivingSion told me there was great Probability 
‘ that the Protedant Religion might, if proper Means were 

* us’d, be introduc’d among mod of thole Nations ; and he 
‘ look’d upon it abfolutely neceffary in Order to preferve the 
‘ Trade with them, and keep them inFriendfhip with ihtEngliJh-, 
‘ for the French of Canada were very indudrious to gain them 
‘ over to their Intered and that they have Miffionaries among 
‘ them, who came as near to their Government as they dare •, 

* that the Indians are drawn off, more or lefs, every Year to 
‘ Canada. Much the fame Account other Gentlemen gave me. 

C 2 ‘ —Mr. 
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r-rMr. .Barclay, an ingenious and religious young Gentleman, 
* has been about a Year and a half among the Mohawks, and 
‘ is learning their Language, and dcfigns to Epifcopal Ordi- 
nation, to be a Mtffionary among them, if the Society forpropa- 
‘ gating the Gofpel in foreign Parts will fupport him. He has 
allow’d him a fmall Encouragement from the Government for 
i‘ two Years, thirty Pound per Annum. I faw him little more 
‘ than half a Year ago, at this. Place, when he told me he had 
‘ all theEncouragemcnt that could be expefted from iheindians j 
‘ had wrought fome confiderable Reformation in their Morals-; 
;V and that they lov’d him entirely. The Mohawks are generally 
.* Pfof^ffors of ; but, for Want of Inftrudion, have 

but little'of jt in Reality. And, mcthinks, .it is great Pity fo 
‘ ingenious and worthy a Gentleman as Mr. Barclay fhouki 

■ ‘ want any Encouragement, in fo great and noble an Under- 

taking. He now reads to them every Lord’s-Day thePrayers 
‘ in the Liturgy, which are tranQated into their Language,with 
‘ fome LefTons out of the New-Pejlament, befides fome Manu- 
fcript Difcourfes, made by a former Mijfunary, which he has 
‘ got. But he has no (fated Interpreter, and when he has Occa- 
.* fion for one, is oblig’d to pay him out of his own Pocket, 

‘ In a Word, he is alone in that noble Dcfagn.’ 

Mr. Sergeant left the College, defigning to return to it ao-ain, 
-as has been obferv’d. The Rev. Mr. Stephen (Pilliams, there- 
■fore, and fome others, being very defirous that the Indians might 
be inftrudled, while Mr. Sergeant was abfent, prevail’d with 
Mr. Timbthy Woodhridge of Springfield, to go to them. And 
•when Mr. Sergeant return’d from his foremcntioned Journey, 
he writes thus. ‘ 'Upon my Return irom- Albany, {which was 
* on'SatUrday November ^oth} I found-Mr. timothy IFoodbridge, 

‘ a young Gentleman very well qualify’d For the Bufinefs, fenc 
‘ up here, to take Care of the School, and toin{lru(fl the Indians 
‘ in a Catechetical Way,when I fhould return to my Bufinefs at 
‘ College.* i ' . - 

Tho’ Things had, fucqeeded hitherto, according to Mr. Ser.- 

■ grant’s Defires,' yet the Week before.he .return’d to College, 
‘he rnct with fome Things very difeoutaging, of which he gives 

fo^owing,AlC^countjq 4?,^,,^^^^^^ Zi . ’ 

^ ■ "tord’s- 
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y -Lord's-Day, December 8th. I had but very fetiv Hearers, the 
‘ Reafon of which was, that fome of the Traders had been down 
‘ from Hud/on’s River, and brought a large Quantity of Bum, 

‘ and fold to the Indians, with which they got drunk, and con- 
‘ tinued fo for feveral Days, and had not got over it by the Sdb- 
‘ bath. This was the molt difeouraging Week 1 had,- for the 
‘ Dutch Traders, 1 was told, had been very induitrious to.dif- 
‘ courage thefrom:being Chrifiians, th\nking.\t would 
‘ leflcn^their Trade v/ith them, or at lealt they- (hould not be 
‘ under fo good Advantages to cheat and impofe upon them. 

For they make vaft Prone by felling them Rum, and making 
‘ Bargains with them when they are drunk •, and Drunkenneis 
‘ is a Vice the Indians are extremely addidfed to. Thefe Traders 
‘ tell them, that the Religion we are,about to teach them, is not 
‘ a good one ■, that we defign in the End to ferve ourfclves by . 
‘ them, to make Slaves of them and their Children, and the like. 

‘ They alfo took Occafion, from the Law there is in this Pror 
‘ vince, againft private Perfons felling tl>e Indians firongDhnk-, 

‘ to prejudice them againft .the Government i-otk People ; as tho’ 

‘ we were not their Friends. Upon thefe Infinuations, I under- 
‘ flood fome of the Indians were very much difgufted & affront- 
‘ ed ; that the Lieutenant was out of Humour ; that hi.s Brother 
‘ cfpecially was in a great PalTion, who is a confiderpble Man 
‘ among them. 

‘ Upon this Information I defir’d the Captain and Lieutenant 
‘ to come to myLandlord’s on Lord’s Day Evening, (defigning 
‘ the next Day to leave them) Accordingly they came, and I 
‘ endeavour’d to remove thofePrejudices, and to perfuade them 
‘ thofc Infinuations were utterly groundlefs and falfe ; that the 
‘ Traders doubtlcfs were the Men. that intended to make a Prey 
‘ of them, and their Children ; and labour’d to fatisfy them-, 

‘ that the foremention’d Law was dcfign’d in their Favour, to 
* prevent their abufing themfelves, and expofing themfelvcs to 
‘ the Abufes of others ; that the Government did not defign to 
‘ prevent their having Ifrong Drink j Jor ,in other- Places fome 
‘ trufty Perfons rhayc had Commiffions.to leil .them Liquo;r,and 
‘ other Things they wanted, at the fame Rate they go at in 
‘ Bofipn, and Orders to allow them the fame Price for their 
f Goods as they would fetch at Bofion. )Vith what 1 faid they 

‘ feem’di 
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* feem’d well faiisfitd ; erpecially fqr he’faw tHro’ 

‘ the DcfigO' of the Traders. ' And as he is a tem-ptfate Man 
‘ himfelf, fb he is very much griev’d at the Intemperance of his 
‘ People ; and tho’ he be calm and moderate in hisTemper, yet 

he Ihew’d conflderable Warmth and PafTion at the wicked and 
ungenerous Treatment of the Traders.’ 

The Neighbourhood of the Dutch to thefe Indians has often 
pfov’d a Difadvantnge and Snare to them, and it is to be fear’d 
will prove fo Itill ; lor tht Indians have often Occafion to go 
among them upon Bufmefs, and to vifit their Brethren : Upon 
thofe Occafions thcDulch do not fail of tempting them toDrunk- 
ennefs, if there is any Profpedt of their finding their Account in 
it } and ’tis to be fear’d fome of them tempt them to Excefs, on 
■Purpofe to difappoint theDefign of Chrifiianizing them. And, 
without Doubt, the many Relapfes into Intemperance that have 
appear’d among the Indians, after their ProfelTion of ChriSiianily 
(of which have happen’d too many Inftancesj have been owing 
to the wicked Pradice of the Du/ch. And as if other Temp¬ 
tations were not enough, they too often recommend Drunken- 
nefs to them by their own Example. 

The Time was now come, when Mr. Sergeant was oblig’d 
to return to his Bufinefs at College ; and, as a proper Expedient 
to forward the Defign he was now engag’d in, he propos’d to 
take two Indian Children with him, intending thereby to lead 
them into fome Act^uaintance with the Englijh Language and 
Manners. And therefore, at the Clofe of the Conference he had 
with the Captain znd Lieu tenant, mentioned above, he propos’d it 
to them. And in h\s, Journal gives this Account of the Matter. 
‘ Then I alk’d them if they would let two of their Children 

* go,and live with me atWm-^rfw/i thcReftof theWinter •, and 
they agreed that the Ca/»/«r«’s only Son Nungkawwat, and the 

‘ Lieutenant's oldeft Son Etowaukaum, (who by the Way is 

* Grandfon by his Mother to Etowaukaum, Chief of the River~ 
'*■ Indians, who was in England in Queen\ry»«’s Reign) fhould be 

* the Children. ' 7 'hey were both young ; Nmgkawwat about 
^ nineYears old •, Etowaukaum abo>ot eight : Yet they were riot 

only willing to go with me, they knew not whither, but had 
^ a Mind to it-. And the next Morning, Monday December the 
‘ 9th, we fet ode for New-Haven, leaving Mr. Woodbridge in the 
^ ' ‘ School. 
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‘ School. The Boys went away with very good Courage, and 
‘ held out a long and tedious Journey in a cold Seafon, with 
‘ wonderful Refolution.’ 

‘ December We got to Hew-Haven. I took the Boys 

‘ into my own Chamber at College, and lent them to the free 
‘ School kept zt New-Haven. They liv’d very contentedly, were 
‘ much made off by every Body for indeed they were a couple 
‘ of very likely Boys, efpccially the Lieutenant's, Son. 

The prudent Mcafures Mr. Sergeant took with thtindians, 
the little Time he fpent with them before his Return to College 
the Succefs had -, the Hopes he conceiv’d of being further fer- 
viceable to them -, together with the Oppofition he met with in 
profecucing his goodDefign ; theReadcr may beft learn from the 
following Letter which he wrote to the Comtniffioners, foon after 
he got to New-Haven, (how foon I am not certain, for the Copy 
of it before me, has no Date) and diredled it to the Honourable 
Jdam iHinthrop, Efq-, their Secretary. • 

‘ Honourable Sir, - _ 

‘ Tour Honour's of November 13th I receiv’d at IVeUfield, in 
‘ my Return from Houfatunnuk. ’Tis no fmall Sacisfadfion tc) 
‘ me, that your Honour, with the Reft of the Honourable and 
‘ Reverend Commijfioners, are pleas’d to entertain a goodOpinion 

* of me. I have had the Approbation of my Confcience in thp 
‘ Bufinefs 1 have undertaken, nor have I been at all difeontented. 
‘ Thro’ the Bleffing of God, the Defign has hitherto Tucceeded 
‘ full to my Expedtatipn, excepting that I have not had quit,e fo 
‘ many Auditors as I hop’d to have (there being generally abouj: 
‘ 30i) There has been about 25 Scholars in the School, befides 
‘ fome older oncs,who took fomqPains to learn theLetters ; but 

I fuppofe their Patience will hardly hold out to learn to read 
‘ well. They have always treated me withRefpedt &Kindnefs,in 
‘ their Way. The Children in the Sphool, I.think, were fond 
‘ of me, and they all feem’d to put great Confidence in me, an{i 

* what I believe you will think a fufficient. Evidence of rt, is, I 
‘ have brought a Way with me too little Boys. One is Capl. 

* Kunkapot's, only Son, nam’d Nungkawwat, about nine Years 

* old ; the other is Lieut. Umpachenec's eldcft Son Etowaukaum, 
‘ about eight Year? old. 

* The 
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‘ The Lads had a great Mind to come with me, and their 

* Parents were very wHlihg they fhould. They bore theFatigues 
‘ of the Journey well, and have been very contented fince they 
‘ have been here. My Uefign in bringing them is to teach them 
‘ Englijh^ and to learn Indian of them, as well as I can. I de- 
‘ fign to keep them, untill l’return to Houfatummk, in theTown. 

‘ School ; for my Time is fo taken up with College Bufinefs, 

‘ that I cannot teach them myfelf. 

‘ I could not have the Opinion of theGentlemen Commijftoners 
but I doubt not but what I have done will be grateful to them. 

‘ However, I did not defign they fliould be burdenfome to the 
Society, and hope to find fo much Charity amongfi Gentlemen 
in thcfe Parts, as to bear the Charges of their Board and 
‘ Schooling. They are two very likely Lads, and, il I do not 
‘ judge amifs, the Indtan Children excell the generality of ours, 

‘ in Pregnancy of Parts and good Humour. I am fure I could 
‘ not have found an Engltjh School, any where, that would have 
‘ pleas’d me fo much. Capt. Kunkapot is an excellentMah,and 
‘ 1 do believe has the true of Chrijiianity m him. He 
‘ knows a great Deal, and by the Charafter all his Acquaintahce 
‘ give of him, his Conduft is unexceptionable. I found them 
‘ generally pofleft with theBelief of B«wj-,theMaker 

‘ and Governor of all Things,'and that they acknowledg’d the 
‘ DifFerehce between moral Good and Evil ; thalt God regards 
■‘ the Actions of Mankind, in order to reward or punifli them; 

‘ in ibnac future State of Exiftence. 

‘ I have endeavour’d to give them fight Notions of thcfe 
‘ Matters, and to eftablilh them in the Belief of them.. And 
‘ frdm'thefe Principles,-together with fuch other Arguments a's 
« I thought molt cogvincing to them, to perfuade them of the 
^ Neceffity o'f a fupknaturai and to fatisfy them that 

‘ this is contain’d in the Holy Scriptures! I defir’d them from 
‘ Time to Time to let me'know, if they had any Doubts with 
‘ Refoeift to any Thing I had.taught them,' Qf^they had othef- 
‘ ■ wife■.heard,''of the Religion. But tho’ they were iri- 

•quifitive in fo'me Points,^ yet they never feem’d difpos’d to 
contradid what I faid. 

' * I have fafter I had in feverai Difeourfes told them what 1 
thpught previoufly neceflary) given them a brief Account bf 
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‘ the Original of Things the State of Mankind at the firfl: •, 

‘ the Fall and unhappy Confequences of it ; the moft remark- 
‘ able Difpenfations of divine Providence recorded in the old 
‘ Teftament; God’s chufing a peculiar People to himfell ; his^ 
‘ moft remarkable Dealings with them till his final Rejeeftion ot 
‘ them •, a (hort Hiftory of our Saviours Birth, Life, Adlions, 

‘ and Death i an Account of his Doftrines, and Precepts: In. 
‘ every Difeourfe making fuch prahlical Refiedions, as I tho’t 
‘ convenient for them. They were generally all prefent that 
‘ liv’d thereabout, and gave very good Attention. 

‘ After they had finilh’d the School-FIoufe fwhich was in 
‘ the Beginning of November) they mov’d to that Place with, 
‘ their Families, where they now live. The Scholars in the 
‘ School make very good Proficiency. I fuppofe the Gen- 
'• tlemen are before now inform’d ot Mr. Wood- 

‘ bridge's Char.ider, and the Reafon of putting him into the. 
‘ School, &c. The Children began to be lond of him before I 
‘ came away. There is a fair Profped of confiderable Things 
‘ being done among them. I found Nothing on the Part of 
‘ the Indians but what was encouraging, except their Inclina- 
‘ tion to ftrong Drink. But from other People there are many 
‘ Difeouragements. They are a loofe vicious People they live 
‘ among, and there are fome fo prodigioufly wicked as to en- 
‘ deavour all they can to difeourage them efpecially the Dutch 

* Traders, whofe Gain is all their Godlinefs •, and this poor Peo- 
‘ pie’s Ignorance andVice is their Gain : They trade with them 
‘ very much in Rum, which is the Deftrudion of every Thing 
‘ that’s good among them. To difeourage them they tell them,. 
‘ that our Religion is not a good one, and that we defign only 
‘ to make Slaves of them. They take Advantage from rha 

• * Law of your Province, againft felling ftrong Liquor to them,, 
‘ to prejudice them againft the Englijh. The Traders them- 

* felves evade the Force of the Law, by leaving their Rum juft 
without the Borders of the Province, from whence the Indians 

‘ fetch it themfelves. The Week before I came away they had 

* a drunken Frolick, which lafted three or four Days. Kunkapot 

* always keeps clear of fuch Frolicks, and Umpachenee had fo 

* much the Command of himfelf as to retrain at that Time.—1 

* God only knows what may and will,be effeded j but I am 

■ D ' f much 
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‘ much afraid that the Butch will difcourage many of them : 
‘ for they have great Influence over the Indians. As for the 
‘ old ones, who are much addifled to drinking, nothing but the 
extraordinary Power, that attended Chriftianity in its firfl; Pro- 
‘ pagation, will be fufficient to reform them. The Young I 
‘ have great Hopes of, if God is pleas’d to blefs fuitable En- 
‘ deavours with them. 

‘ I hop’d they (the Indians) would have had a general Mcet- 
‘ ing of the Tribe, while I was with them ; but their Bufinefs 
‘ (Hunting) made them defer it till fince I came away ; and I 
‘ fuppofe ’tis to be about this Time. What will be concluded 
‘ in that Meeting will either add Life to ourDefign, or almoft 
‘ entirely quafh it. ° 

*■ I am fenfible I have drawn out this Letter to a very great 
‘ Length, but if I am tedious, I will not be more fo by apolo- 
*' gizing for it, but only beg Leave to fubfcribe myfelf, 

Tcur, and the Reft of the Commiffoners 
siiojt obedient humble Servant, 

JOHN SERGEANT. 

On the 19th of December, Mr.SEROEANT wrote to the Indians,. 
direfting his Letter to the Captain, Lieutenant, and the Reft. 
And that the Reader may fee what Pains he took, to accommo¬ 
date himfelf to their infant State of Knowledge, I will tranfcribe 
I’ome PaflTagcs out of it. 

‘ My good Friends and Brethren, 

‘-You are always in my Heart, and I ceafc not every 

‘ Day to pray to God for you.—^—- I hope that you are con- 
*■ vinc’d' that Men ought to do good, and that God will reward 
^ them that do fo, and that God will punifli them that live 

* wickedly.-— Book teaches us that there is one great 
*■ God above all, who is moft: powerful, wife, juft, and (^od. 

The Bible alfo teaches us, that there is one LordJefasChriJt, 

* the Son of God, born into the World of a Virgin Mother, and 
‘ died to faveSinriers. For We are all Sinners,3nd deferve to be 

* punifh’d j but Chrift took upon himfelf the Punilhment due 

to us.- 1 know you haVe manyTemptations to draw back., 

‘‘They cannot be your Friends that try to difcourage you. 

• ‘ They only endeavour W keep you in Ignorance, that they 

‘ may 
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* may be under better Advantage to cheat you. Knowledge 
‘ is certainly good. It is to the Mind what Light is to the 
‘ Eye. You would think them your greateft Enemies that 
‘ fhould endeavour to put out your Eyes •, efpecially if you 
‘ were travelling a difficult Road. I his World is like a thick 
‘ and intangled Wildernefs -, and why fhould not you, as well 
‘ as other People, enjoy the Benefit of the LightTruth is 
‘ more precious than the Light of the Sun. Don t fuflfcr your 

‘ Enemies to impofe upon you.’—^- 

I am your hearty Friend, and moft willing 

to ferve you in all Things, 
JOHN SERGEANT. 

This Letter was very acceptable to the Indians ; and the more 
fo, becaufe it came to them a little before a general Meeting of 
the River-Indians, at Houfatunnuk, at which they were to confi- 
der, whether it was bcft that the Indians there fhould go on to 
receive Inftruftion or not ? 

It is a Cuftom among the Indians, not to proceed in any 
Affair of Importance, till they have the Confent s.\\t feveral 
Clans, belonging to their Nation ; and the Indians, at Heufatun- 
nuk, having pioceeded fo far, without the general Confent of 
their Brethren, were much concern’d left they fhould be frown’d 
upon at the approaching Meeting ■, and the more fo, becaufe 
they had heard, that the Indians of Hudfon's River highly re- 
fcnted their receiving a Minisrer and School-Mafter, before they 
had gain’d the Approbation of theReft of their Tribe -, yea,there 
was a Report, that a Defign was on Foot to poifon the Captain 
and Lieutenant, on that Account; as alfo, becaufe they had re- 
.ceiv’d Commijftons from his Excellency Governor Belcher. V> hc« 
ther there was any juft Ground for thefe Reports, or whether 
they were fet on Foot by the Butch Traders to difcourage the 
Indians, at Houfatunnuk, I am not able to fay. But however that 
was, the Indians were fo affedfed with thefe flying Stories, that 
they fent, defiring fome of the Minifters of the County would 
come to them, and be prefent at their general Meeting. 

Accordingly, 15th i 734 - 5 » 

Williams of Springfield, and I, accompany’d by John Jfhley,'E{c\;, 
of Weftfield, went to Houfatunnuk. The Indians, who were ex- 
pedted from Hudfon's R'tvery came not till Saturday, which was 
the 19th of the Month. D 2 On 
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On the Sabbath Mr. Williams, being defir’d by the Captain 
and Lieutenant, preach’d to the Indians by an Interpreter, iii 
Number about 150, or 200, great and fmall. I was with’the 
Englijh at Sheffield, who were then deftitute of a Minifter. 

1 o give the Particulars of our Proceedings with thole Indians, 
fa Journal of which the Kev. Mv.'Williams kept, and is now be- 
lore met;.would l^e too prolix. I chufe therefore, fur Brevity’s 
Sake, to give the Reader a concife Account of them, from a 
Letter which Mr. Williams vinne to a Gentleman in Bojton, which 
■was printed in Mr. Appleton's Preface to his Sermon preach’d at 
Mr. Serge.4nt’s Ordination, and is as follows. “ We had 
diverfe Conferences with the Indians, and read to them a Let- 
* ter from the honourable John Stoddard, Efq; and endea- 
‘ vour’d to anfwer their Objeftions, &c. and fo far fatisfy’d 
‘ thofe that came Irom other Places, that they thanked us for 
‘ the Pams we had taken ; and defir’d Mr. Woodbridge mio-ht 
continue among them (at Houfatunnuk) and that iVIr. sTr- 
GEANT would return to them ; and faid they would give an 
‘ Account to their feveral Towns, of what we had offer’d to 
‘ them : And gave us Encouragement that they would as a 

‘ Nation fubmit to InftrueSfion.”-- 

Mr. Sergeant’s Account of what follow’d upon this nreneral 
Meeting of the Indians, I will give in his own Words. ° 

J It happen’d as foon as this Meeting [Drirrking and Frolick- 
^ ing always conclude fiich Meetings] was over, that feveral 
‘ of our Indians were taken fick; and two Men, feiz’d with a 
‘ violent Fever, died fuddenly. This, with the Apprehenfion 
^ they had before of Mifchief, defign’d by fome of the other 
^ Indians that came from the neighbouring Government, put 
‘ them into a great Fright j and made them fufped that thoffe 
^ i erfons were poifon’d. Tho’, I believe, the Sufpicion was 
groundlefs. Por it is fo far from being ftrange to me, that 
« 3re fick after fuch a Frolick, that 1 rather wonder they 

^ don t half die. For their Dancing is a moft laborious Exer- 
» dance round a hot Fire, till they are almoll rea- 

^ f^itit, and are wet with Sweat ; and then run out, and, 

^ ftnpmg themfelves naked, expofe their Bodies to the cold Air, 

‘ and, if there be Snow upon the Ground, roll, in it till they 
‘ arc cold, and then return to their Dancing again, and when 

* they 
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‘ they are hot, and tir’d, cool themfelves in the fame Manner, 

‘ and, it may be, repeat this four or five Times in a Night : 

• concluding the Frolick with exceffive Drinking. And when 
‘ they are drunk, often fall a Sleep in the open Air, perhaps 

‘ buri d in Snow. ,, o r a 

‘ This general Meeting happen’d in a very cold Seafon, and 
‘ when there was a very deep Snow upon the Ground. And I 
‘ could never learn, that there was any certain Symptom of 
‘ Poifon. However, the were pt-rfuaded they were poi- 

‘ fon’d, and concluded to apply to fome invifible Power for the 
. Difeovery of the Murderers. I fiiall give an Account of this 
, Matter, as it was related by Mr Wloabridge, in a Letter to 
‘ Mr. Williams in the following Words, viz. 

‘ On the 2ift of February i 734 > 5 > Afternoon, Capt. 

‘ Kunkapot inform’d me, that he was going doi^n to the Lieu- 
‘ tenant's Wigwam, to find out who poifon’d thofe two Men 
‘ that lately died there. I tho’t of nothing further than that 
‘ they were going to make a proper Search into the Matter ; 

‘ and theretore faid nothing to diflfuade him. About Eight of 
‘ the Clock in the Evening, Ebenezer came to me, and told me, 

‘ they were going to Pawwaw (as we call it) that they might 
‘ difeover the Murderers thatWay for they expedted that thofe 
‘ who did the Eadt would appear to their Priejts. 1 immedi- 
‘ ately rode down to them, found upwards of 40 Indians at the 
‘ Lieutenant's Wigwam, f which was fwepe clean, good 
« Fires made up, and the Indians feated on each Side of the 
‘ Fires, from End to End of the Wigwam, except a Space of 
‘ about five or fix Feet, which was left at one End of the Wig- 
‘ warn, for the Priefts, or Pawwaws. Every Indian had two 

* Sticks about a Foot and a half long, one of them fplic at the 

* End, which they held under their Legs as they far. When I 

* went in they were all prepar’d for the Exercife ', but had not 

* begun. I afked them, if they were willing I fhould be prefenc 
‘ to fee their Devotion ? And, before they gave me an Anfwer, 
‘ the oldeft Prieji lift up his Eyes towards Heaven, and fpakc 
‘ very carneftly ■, after which they told me I might be there. 

‘ They 

This IFlgvtam of the Lit»tinant't,'\{ I mlflskc not, is about 5© or 60 Feet 
, in Length, 
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* They began wich rapping their Sticks, and finging; their 
‘ cldcft Pmy? fitting, and talking, and adting a different Part 
'* from th.e Reft. 'This continu'd about an Hour, Then the 
■* Prieji rofe up, and threw off" all his Cloaths, except the Flap 
‘ that cover’d his Nakednefs: And then, naked, pafs’d from 
‘ ©ne End of the Wigwam to the other, with his Eyes faft fhut, 

* feeming to be in the utmoft Agony -, ufed all the frightful 
" Motions and diftorted Geftures imaginable. This continu'd 
‘ about another Hour. Then the firft Pried, being beat out, rc- 
‘ tir’d, and a fecond rofe, and adted the fame Part-, fo a third, 

‘ and a fourth. This continu’d all Night, without any Inter- 

* mifllon, except fome fiiort Intervals, in which they fmoak’d 
‘ a Pipe ; and fome Times, for a fhort,Space, they all got up 
‘ and danc’d. 

‘ After I had fecn thefe Things, (which it is impoflible to 
‘ deferibe ) I took anOpportunity to inform them,how improper 
‘ fuch aMethod of Worlhip was -, how finful & difpleafing to the 
‘ great God. Upon which they told me, they knew no Harm 

* in it ; they made their Application to the great God, and to 
‘ no other. I inform’d them, that God was not to be worfhip’d 

* in fuch a Manner, And when I had inftrudled them as well 
‘ as I could, they rcfolv’d never to do fo any more : And thofe 
‘ of them who had been beft taught were much troubled, that 
‘ they had taken fo wrong a Step.” Thus far Mr. Woodbridge. 

Mr. Sergeant goes on and obferves, that the Indians us’d to 
to have an high Opinion of thefe Pawwaws, (whofe Charafter 
anfwers pretty well to the vulgar Notions of Wizards and Con¬ 
jurers) and tell Stories of the great Feats which they can do. 
However, they confefs they have no Power over Chrijiians. And 
concludes with thefe Words. ‘ There may be fomething, for 

* ought I know, in what they fay : But I am apt to think, they 

* are very much impos’d upon by fuch kind of Pretenders, as 

* the Reft of the ignorant Parc of the World is.’ 

In the Beginning of February, Ebenezer vifited Mr. Sergeant 
at New-Haven, by whom he wrote another Letter to the Indians, 
Some Paflages of which are as follows, 


To 


1735 Hiftorical Memoirs, &‘c. 25 

To all my good Friends the River-Indians at Houfatunnuk, 
Health, i^c. 

‘lam very glad to hear that you are all well, and that all 
‘ Things go well with you. My Heart is with you, tho’ I am 
‘ fo far°diftant from you : But the greateft Pleafure^of all is, 

‘ that you have it yet in your Hearts to become Chrijiians. - 

‘ When I had heard, that you concluded in your late general 
‘ Meeting to embrace Chrijiianity, it was more pleafing to me 
‘ than cold Water to a thirfty Man in the Heat of Summer, or 
‘ a plentiful Meal to one almoft ftarv’d with Hunger, or good 
‘ Succefs to one who has hunted a great While in vain. 

‘ I hope you w'ill be a wife and knowing People, and that you 
‘ will learn to know the true God, the Maker of all Things, and 
‘ the Governor of them -, and to know Jefus Chrijl thz Son of 

‘ God, and Saviour of Men.-It cannot be long before both 

‘ you and I muft die, and give an Account of ourfclves to the 

‘ great God, who is high above all.-Oh ! how fliall we 

‘ blame ourfelves for ever, if we neglefl our prefent Opportu- 
‘ nity of preparing ourfelves for Death! But on the contrary, 

‘ how glad flrall we be, even to die,that we may go to God, and 
‘ to Jefus Christ who died tor us, if we are careful now to pleafe 
‘ God, and to prepare ourfelves for Heaven! O that I could 
‘ make you fenfible of the Importance of thefe Things ! I hope 
‘ to fee you again,and to inftrudt you more fully in thefeThings : 

‘ But in the mean Time, I pray you, for your Soul’s Sake, to 
‘ embrace theCi&r//?r^«Religion,and make ufe of theAdvantages 
‘ God gives you to learn theTruth,and to obey it. I pray the 
‘ great God to blefs you in this World, with all good Things; 

‘ and, in the World to come, to beftow on you eternal Life. 

‘ This is the hearty Prayer of your aflur’d Friend.’ 

New-Haven, JOHN SERGEANT. 

February ^th. i 734 » 5 - 

About the Middle of February is the Time, when the Indians 
of Houfatunnuk leave their Habitation, and go, with their Fami¬ 
lies into the Woods, to make their Year’s Stock of and 

the Scafon for this Bufinefs lafts till the End of March, and fome 
Times to the Middle of yipril. 

Therefore, . 
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Therefore, when the Indians went into the Woods, and took 
their Children with them, Mr. IVoodbridge, their Shool-Mafter, 
made a Vifit to his Friends at Springfield. By him \.\\q Indians 
•wrote a Letter to fome ot the Minifters of the County ■, inform¬ 
ing them, that tho’ their Bufinefs now call’d them, with their 
Families, abroad ; yet, in a little Time, they fhould return again 
■with their F'amilies, to their Habitations, and receive further In- 
ftruftion and defir’d, that their Remove might not be interpre¬ 
ted, as tho’ they were difaffeded to the Chrijtian Religion ; and 
cxprefs’d their Refolution to proceed in it, and to ufe their further 
Endeavours to increafc in Chriftian Knowledge, when they fhou'd 
return from their Bufinefs of making Sugar, * 

To 

The Indians make their Sugar of the Sap of Ma/ite ’Trees. They extrafl the 
Sap by cutting the Tree on one Side, in fuch a Form as that the Sap will 
naturally gather into a finall Channel at the Bottom of the Hole cut; where 
they fix into the Tree a fmall Chip, of 6 or 8 Inches long, which carries the 
Sap oiF from the Tree, into a Veffel fet to receive it. Thus they tap a 
Number of Trees; and, when the Veflels are full, they gather the Sap, and 
boil it to fuch a Degree of Confiftence, as to make Sugar. After icjs boil'd, 
they take it off the Fire, and llir it till it is cold, which is their Way of 
graining it. The Sugar is very good, of a very agre.able Taile, and elleem- 
ed the moll wholefome of any. It might doubtlefs be made in great Plenty ; 
and, I cannot but think, to the great Profit of the Undertakers. It fome 
Man would build him a Sugar-Houfe, and provide a fet of Bailers, and other 
Utenfils as they have in the M'eji-indits, I am perfuaded he would find his 
Account in it, beyond what thofe in the Wejl-lndies can do. For the Get\- 
tleinan, who hath a Plantation in the tVtJl-Indies, is at great Expence in pre¬ 
paring his Ground ; planting his Cane, and cultivating it for more than a 
Year, before it is fit for Ufe ; in cutting, triming, and toping it; forMills to 
grind it ; and not till all this be done is theSap of tfsoCane ready for boiling. 
All this Charge might be fubllra^led from the Gentleman’s Account, who 
ufes Maple ‘Trees inftead of Cane, except the Expence of taping the Trees, and 
gathering the Sap, which is as nothing compar’d with the other. 

It is true indeed, that the Sap of Maple 'irees is not fo rich as that of the Sugar 
Xlane ; but I fuppofe the Difproporcion is not Ly far fo great as that of the 
Expence. For, I have been inform’d that two Men, under the Difai^an- 
tage of boiling it in two Kettles, and in the open Air, have, in a good Sea- 
. - ftm. made a Barrel in a Week'. What then would a -Number of Hands do, 
with a Sett of H'ejl-India BaJers, Coolers, and other Advantages of Difpat(;h, 
which they are furnilh’d with ? Trees fit for this Bufinefs are very plenty, ih 
the vail uncultivated Wildernefs between ConnedSicut and Hudlans Rivers, as 
alfo in ail the Northern Borders of this Province. And, could the one Half 
of them be us’d, I fuppofe they would more than furnilh all the Brjufi* 
Colonies .upon the CanSinent with Sugar. ‘ ‘ '' ' ' ■ ■ - 

The 


To this Letter thtMinifiers wrote an Anfwer, ripril lo. 1735. 
cxprefiing the Satisfadion they took in the goo'd Difpofition of 
/ the Indians, and their Refolution exprefs’d in the Letter they had 
receiv’d from them, and their Willingnefs to contribute to their 
Advantage, as far as was in their Power.' 

* In the Beginning o'f May, feveral of the Indians went to Ne’i}- 
. Haven, and waited upon Mr. Sergeant to Houfalu'nnuk. The 
Account of which I chufe to give in his own Words. 

‘ May the 6th. Came Capt. Kunkapat, Lieut. Umpacbenee, his 

* Brother Johtohkubkoonaunt, and Ebenezer, to New-Haven, to 

* wait upon me up, and to carry the Boys back, who had been 

* with me all Winter, The Lads had learnt to read and write 
*, Englijh very well,for theTime. Johtthkubkoomunt had been a 
‘ very vicious Fellow, and a very bitter Enemy to the Gofpel ; 
‘ but a little before this he came ftrangely about, and was much 
‘ in Favour of the Chriftian Religion ; undertook to learn to 

* read, and made extraordinary Proficiency in it.- 

ly ' ‘I entertain’d thefe Men with as much Refpefl, and Kindnefs, 
^ ‘ as 1 could ; fliew’d them our Library, and the Rarities of the 

f College ■, with which they feem’d to be well pleas’d ; and be- 
‘ hav’d thcmfelvei, while they were there, well, and with much 
‘ Decency. 


May the 8th. Mr. Sergeant left New-Haven (thofe Men 
‘■'accompanying hinri) and got to Houjatunnuk on the loth, at 
Night. . 

E ■ Lord's- 


The that is made of this Sap is exceeding good, and confiderably 

refemblcs Honey. Three, or,'at moll, four Barrels of this Sap reduc’d to 
one, by boiling, will ferment, and makes a very pleafart Drink, which is 
- fufficiemly ipirtiudus ; and, I fujipofe.by being diftill’d,would make excellent 
Rum ; tho’ the Experiment has not, that I know'of, been yet made. 

. The Trees, after they hare been us’d 3 or 4 Years fuccellivcly, mull then reft 
as many Years ; and after they are recruited ferve again, as well, or better 
than ever. The fecond and third Years they are better than the firft, be- 
caule then the Sap is richer than at fitll, tho’ not quite fo plenteous. 

Bufinefs is frqm the beginning, pf February \o the End of 
WTVA-" ^ People are as much at Lcilure as ever. 

. 'Would-It not therefore be prudent, for thofe who have a fufficient Numberiof 
^ele 1 rees, on their new Farms, to fpare them, and ufe them from Year t« 
Ye.->r, to lupply themfalves with thofe Commpditiei } 
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‘ Lor^s-Bm, M^y the i ith. I preach’d to an Auditory of 
about ao. in Number, who. gave great Attention, ^d foroe of 
‘i them were very much affeAed. with whafi 1 faid. The Lieuic- 
*. nant’s iViU wept ahuoft all the I ime. . And others of then\ 
‘ frequently fired Tears, efpecially the Captain was often very 
‘ much affeded. ‘ „ , 

‘ The Indians now, feem’d to be in a very good Temper, and, 

‘ as I was told, had the gceateft'O^pjnion of, and Love tgr me. 

« —Now the Indians were parted again frorn the School-Houfe j 
“ and liv’d forae of them ^^tWnahkiakook^znd fome at Skacekook 
^ for at thole Pla.ces they planted their Corn and Beans, which 
‘ is all the Hufbandry they carry on. For the Reft of their 
^ Living they depend upon Hunting. 

During Mr. S^r-geant’s fhorcTarry with the<Indians^ (which 
was but Days) he and Mr. Woadbridge, both, kept School > 
one at one Place, tjnd the other at the other, each taking his 
Turn a Week at a Place, d’he Week Mr. Sei^g^ant kept at 
Wmchktukook, he liv’d ^t Kufihap.ot^ tioufe, and, was very well 
entertain’d. 

May-26sh. Mr. Sergeant return’d again to his Bufinefs at 
iNew'H'avens from whence he wrote- the, foilOtwing Letter to the 
Rev. Dr. Colman^ one of the Commijfioners at Bojion, 

New-Have^n^June- A.D. 1735. 

Rever-end'- SiP^, 

‘ Though 1 am not fo happy as to have much perfonaf Ac- 
*• quaintance with you, yet your-known Charader in generaj, 
‘ and efpecially your Relation to the Affair I have been engag d 
*• in, has made n^c hope, I fhall have yout Pardon for the 
‘ Trouble 1 now. give yoju,. 

‘ Tifi but lately I reEurn-’d fiom Hmfamnmk, and I doubt 
‘ not, but you will rejoice- to be inform’d of the happy Suceefs, 

* God'h.as been pleafs’dto blefs, the Endeavours with, that have 

been upd to. con,ver,t tl^ there co.-th? Fafth. 

‘ TheDefignhas hitherto fucceeded beyond Exped-ation. They 

* are, I think, now rcfolv’d to Ire Chrifii'ans^ and are ea.rneflly 

* deQrous to be ta,ught. The Foijdnefs they fhew for mp « 
‘ fur,pri;i^ing,i, and, confidfitiog how a Stranger I am to 
‘ them, their own barbarous Education, and how httle- I l^ve 

I done 
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done to win them, there appears forndhing more than humane 
'* in it. And I think they -are now in a better Difpofition than 
‘ I left them in kft Fall. 

‘lam very willing (if the Gentlemen Commijftcmm pleafe) b 
« devote myLife to the Service of their Souls. And if God fhall 
. - ‘ give Succefs in it, it will be the greateft Satisfadion to me. 
t —I'here is now, and 1 hope will be, Work enough for two \ 

‘ I hope therefore Mr. IVoodbridge will be maintain’d there 
‘ with me. 

■ ‘ I am fenfible, that one Hundred Pounds will but juft pay the 
‘ neceffary Charges of living v for the Neceirarics of Life are, 

‘ and muff be, dear in this remote Part of the Country, But 1 
‘ make myfelf eafy in the Matter, alTuring myfelf, that (if there 
‘ be any Money) the Gentlemen betrufted with the Affair will 
‘ do what is reafonable. Money alone is no Temptation to m'e, 

‘ at all, to devote myfelf to fuch a Life ; yet I think it but 
‘ reafonable to exped to be fuppCrtcd, fo as to have no other 
‘ Care, chan the Bufinefs I fliall go upon. 

‘ Some of the Indians (1 perceive) have aMind to hebaptiz'd. 

‘ Kunkapot, efpecially, who appears to me well qualify’d for it. 

■ ‘ I have therefore tho’t it would be convenient, 1 fbould be 
‘ ordaiiTd fpeedily •, at leaft, as foon as I am difmifs’d from the 
‘ Concerns of the College. 1 would gladly be inform d whether 
‘ it will be expeded I fhou’d come to Bojion for that Purpei’e. 

‘ To be ordain’d here will be more convenient for me, and lefs 
‘ Expenfive. 

‘ The Lads, I brought down, liv’d here with me laft Winter, 

‘ upon my Credit. The Charge has amounted to fomethirig 
* ‘ confidcrable, too much for me, under my prefent Circurhftah- 
‘ ces, to bear alone ; tho’, were I able, 1 fliould gladly befto'w 
‘ my Money that Way.-— 

‘ If you will pleafe to return a Line in Anfwer to thefe, I flkll 
* efteem it a great Honour and Favour done to 
Reverend Si-', 

Tour moji bumble and obedient Servant, 
JOHN SERGEANT. 

Mr. Sergeant’s felf-denying, generous,and pious Behaviour, 
difeover’d in de'f'otihg hifofelf to the Service of the Souls pf 
the poor Heathen, SS above, rafis’d him very high in Ihe'E'fttem 
E 2 • uf 
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of many. Nor do I think that the Rev. Dr. Colman exceeded 
due Bounds, when he exprefs’d it in the following Letter, and 
encouraged and ftrengthen’d Mr. Sergeant in his laudable 
Undertaking. 

Bopn,Junei^t\\i>jor 

Reverend and dear Sir, 

‘ Your Letter of the 3d Inftant, is very welcome & oblirrino- 
‘ to me. ° ° 

‘ I fliall think inyfelf happy and honoured in your Acquain- 
‘ tance.— Our Efteem of Mr. Sergeant is not to be exprefs’d 
‘ who can chearfully deny himfelf for the Service of Chriff and 
‘ the Souls that may look mean among Men, but are precious 
‘ in theSight of God, and therefore in your's. As God has won- 
‘ derfully fpinted you, fo he owns, and, I truft, will own you 
more and more. I fhall efteem it our Duty here to do all we 

c r T of Governor 

Belcher, and all the Commijjtoners. I have read your Letter to 
him, but our publick Affairs will not allow us a Meetine pre 
‘ lently. I cannot therefore anfwer to the main Points of your 
! ^e«ernow. Butas tothar of your i!^m^OrdmaUon,\ iud^e with 
his Excellency, that it will be fit you Ihoukl fpeedily a?k’ and 
* receive it, and have it where you are. It will be upon all 
^ Accounts moft proper and convenient. And may you have a- 
more abundant Entrance given you, among the Heathen,yy\,tx\ 
‘ you return to them. 

^ ‘ I have taken Leave, this Morning, to infert in a Letter to 
a LentJeman in London, a Copy of your’s to me. The Gen¬ 
tleman, three Years ago, prefs’d me to receive from his Hand 
‘ a Security of Jwenly Pounds Sterling, per Annum, for evef 
for a fourth Miffionary to the Indians on our Borders. Bur as 
‘ that the other three were like to benefit the 

Papi/ted Indians, I refus’d him ; giving him my Reafons — 
But 1 have now flrewn him an open and tffeHuai Door at Hou- 
jalunmk, and faid all I can to fix him, and his noble Charity 

on the Miflion thither.-.-If the Gentleman (who v/ill no! 

yet let me name him) come into my Propolal, it will pleafe 
‘ me much and make our Way eafier. But,, if this fail, I truft 
we fhall be able to fupport the good Work of God, begun bv 
. you. I would ftrengthen your Heart, and Hand, and fliall be 

‘ for 
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‘ for doing my utmoft, and fo will the Governor, and all the 

‘ Gentlemen here, I am confident.-God give you many 

‘ Seals of your Miniftry, and make you a fpiritual Father to a 
‘ whole Tribe of Souls •, and may a Nation be born in a Day — 
‘ Accept of the fincere and fervent Love of. 

Sir, your Brother and Servant, 

Benjamin Colman. 

July, the ift 1735. Mr. Sergeant (having difmifs’d his Clafs 
at College) left New-Haven, intending to fpend the Reft of the 
Summer, and indeed of his Life, with the Indians at Ilcufatun- 
nuk, where he arrived on the 5th, and the next Sabbath preach’d 
to the Englijh, there being no Interpreter prefent. And he, with 
Mr. Woodhridge, went on to keep the School, as before one 
above, the other below, changing Place every Week. 

‘ Lord's-Day, July i3ch. Preach’d to the Indians, few in 
‘ Number :—No Man prefent except Kunkapot, who was very 
‘ much affected, weeping almoft all the Time. The Men were 
‘ gone into New-Tork Government, to reap for the Dutch Peo- 
‘ pie there.’ 

The Indians reaping for the Dutch does not turn to their Ad¬ 
vantage, ('tho’ it might, if they hadPrudence to fave their Wages) 
but proves a Snare to them. For (as Mr. Sergeant obferves 
in his Journal) when thcHarveft is over, the Indians zxHudfon's- 
River drink up all their Wages. But he had the Pleafure to 
hear that Wnampee, one of his Hearers, on this Occafion, over¬ 
came the Temptation, and told the Indians, at Hudfon's-River, 
plainly, that he defign’d to go to Heaven, and therefore muft 
leave off fuch Wickednefs. But fome of them, to his great 
Grief, did not come off fo well. Neither is it to be wondered 
at, that Men, who for a long Courfe of Years, have addidled 
themfelves to Excefs, fhould be overcome, when fuch Tempta¬ 
tions are laid before them by their Brethren, and urg’d on by 
others for the Sake of Gain. 

I’he Pains fome of the Houfatunnuk Indians have taken to 
cure themfelves of this ill Habit, has been very great. And 
fome Inftanees there have been of Perfons among them, who, 
when ftrong Drink has been offer’d them, have refus’d to tafte of 
it, giving this as a Reafon, viz. that if they once tajie it, they are 
in the utmoft Danger of exceeding the Bqunds of Temperance. 

August 
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y^u^uft the 13th. Mr. S£Rgeant receiv’d a Letter frv'im the 
honoui'able Jdam Wtntkrop^ Elq-, informing him, that at aMeet- 
ing of the Commijfwmn it was propos’d, and agreed to, that he 
fhould be ordain’d At Deerfield-, when his Excellency Governor 
Belcher fhould come thither, upon a Treaty with the Indians of 
feverai 'Tribes, who were to meet him at that Place. The In¬ 
dians oi Houfatumuk, being fent for by the Governor^ fet out for 
Deerfield, about the i 8 th of Augufl. But Mr. Sergeant was 
then in Doubt whether he lliould be able to go ; as he was taken 
a few Days before with the intermitting Fever, the common Dif- 
temper of all new Comers to Houfatunnuk. But on the 26th of 
the Month, he was fo far recover’d of his Illncfs, that he fet out 
for Deerfield, and was there ordained on the Sabbath following. 

The Account I find of Mr. Sergeant’s Ordination, in his 
own Journal, is only this. 

Lord's-Day, Auguft 31ft 173^. I was ordain'd at Deerfield, 
I fliall therefore give the Reader an Account of that Solemnity, 
as I find it in the Preface of the Rev. Mr. Appleton's, Sermon, 
preach’d on that Occafion, and in what is annex’d at the End of 
faid Sermon.-- 

‘-^nd as it was thought highly proper, according to Mr. 

‘ Sergeant’s Propofal, that he fliould .be crdained,io his Excel- 
‘ lency i\it Governor, who is at the Head of the Commiffioners, 

* was pleas’d fo to order the Matter, as to have a very favour- 
‘ able Opportunity for it; for his Excellency, having propos’d 
‘ a 1 reaty with fome of the Indian Tribes, at Deerfield, gave 
‘ Orders to the Indians, at Houfatunnuk, to meet him there. 

Accordingly, the Governor, attended with a large Committee of 
‘ His Majeflf s Cou)uil, and Houfe of Reprefentatives, and many 

* other Gentlemen, war at Deerfield on Augufi 25th. And that 

‘ Week being taken up in the Treaty with the Indians, in rati- 
‘ Peace and Friendfhip between us and them, and in 

* giving and receiving the ufual Pledges of it; and Mr. Ser- 
‘ geant not comingto Town, till Friday Evening, it was judg’d 

pioper to have the on iht Lord's-Day, which was 

accordingly carried on, in the Forenoon of faid Day, by the 
Rev. Mr. IRilliams of Hatfield, and other MiniUers then pre- 
feng.at theDefua;, and ia .tlte PrefenCeef H\s, Excellency znA 
the honourable Gentlemen of the General Court, and thofe that 

attended 
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* attended him thidper, together with the Afferably 0/ Cbrifiians 
‘ ufuaUy meeting iri that Place, and many of the Indians,ywhc) 

‘ were gravq Spedfators of the Solemnity, a.nd the Houfatnnnuk 
‘ Indifi;ts, who. fat by themlelvrs, and attended tbroughout the 
‘ whole Servic? with great Serioufnefs; and were m,u,ch pleas’d 
‘ to fee one they had fuch a Love for, fo iblemtrly feperated to 
‘ the Service of their Souk.’ 

As an Introdudlion to the O/dinalipn, the Rev. Mr. Wiiitam 
miliarns of Hatfield made a Speech to His Excellency the Go,- 
vernqr, in which he took Notice of God’s iocHning the Hearts 
of fome generous Perfons in Greqt-Britain, by their charitable 
Donations, to feek the Salvation of the benighted Heathen ; and 
of it’s being fubroited to the DiredlioA of an honourable Cqrpo,- 
ration there ; and. that by them aNumiber of Honourable and 
Reverend Commiffioners (of wb,ioh H's Excellency is. at the Plead) 
were here appointed for the fame End; and o-f ^heir having 
found a fuitable' Perfon for the Inftrudion of the Indians, o\ 
which thofe at Houfatunnuk were defirous : And humbly aflv d, 
if it were Hi-s Excellency's, Pleafure, that the Paftors then con¬ 
ven’d fho.uld pro.ceed to fet him a-part tor that Work. 

I'o which His ExceHeney manifefted his Approbation. 

Theti he obferv’d to Mr. Sergeant, that he now underftood 
His Excellency, in the Name of the Comntiffitoners, defir’d him to 
take upon him the Minijtry, and Service of a Mffiionary to the 
Houfatunnuk-Indians -; and aik’d him, if he were willing to de¬ 
vote binafelf to that Work ? 

To which Mr. Sergeant gave his Confent. 

TheOrdination then was proceeded in. And after thtFellcwJJoip 
of Elders was given, the Rev. Mr. Stephen IVilliams of Springfield, 
by an Interpreter, ;^c’d the Indiaits, if they were willing to re¬ 
ceive Mr. Sergeant, thus fole.mnly feta-part to the Work, as 
their Teacher ? , , . _ 

To which they manifefted their Willingnefs. by nUng up. ■ 

Aftf r the fhort Account Mr. Sergeant gave of his Ordina¬ 
tion, as above, he in his Journal adds. 

‘ The Affair of the Treaty being made publick. I need fay 
* nothing of it. Only I would take Notice, that His ExeqUen- 
‘ cy's, Treatment of our Indians was exceeding grateful to them, 
‘ and they have conceiv’d the higheft Opinion of the Governor. 

Here 
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Here Mr. Sergeant takes Occafion (from a Quarrel that a- 
rofe between an Indian Sc his IVife^'j which they were upon the 
very Point of parting, (tho* afterwards theDifference was accom¬ 
modated, and they liv’d very happily togetherj to give fome 
Account of the ill Cuftom among the Indians of partino- after 
they are married. 

‘ The parting of Man and Wife ffaith he) is a very common 
‘ Thing among them. Indeed it us’d rarely to happen, that a 
‘ married Couple live together till they are old. And as they 

* ufe but little Ceremony in the Bufinefs of Marriage, fo they 
‘ make a lefs Thing of parting. 

‘ In fuch a Cafe, ’tis their Law, that the Children and all the 
‘ Houfhold S.uff belong to thtlVoman •, and indeed everyThinf^ 

‘ elfe but the Gun, for that is the Man’s Livelihood_The 

‘ Man, according to their Cuftom, has no Right to the Chil- 

* dren, any more than any other Perfon whatever. 

Then he goes on, 

‘After the Treaty was over, I went to New-Haven, and after 
‘ I had paid a Vifit to my Friends, in New-Jerfey, (his native 
‘ H^ce) I return’d again to Houfatunnuk, and brought back the 
‘ Captain's Son i:omNew-Haven (for he had been there all Sum¬ 
mer) who had, by this Time learnt to fpeak and read Endifh 

‘ very well-When I return’d, Mr. IVoodbridgeyiz.^ „ot here 

‘ for being taken fick about the Time I was, when he had a 
little recover’d, he went down to Springfield, for the Confirma¬ 
tion of his Health -, but was detain’d there by Sicknefs, till 
‘ SchL] November. In the mean Time, I kept the 

« m Oyioier 26th. I preach’d as ufual. The Indians 

. me,theirMinifter, again I nro- 

‘ f ft Captain and his Fawi/y ; who Ihew’d hmi- 

. |eif very defi^rous of it. I went up to hisHoufe, in the Week 
Time, to difeourfe with him, and prepare him for it. He is 
a very modeft, btit intelligent Man, of great Integrity, and of 
•a blamelefs Converfation ; and, from the vei^y M of ° 

‘ -lisiourTu^: 


‘ His 
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‘ His IFife affo is a very fober good Sort of a Woman. He 
‘ and his Wife gave great Attention to what I faid. Accord- 
‘ ingly, Lord's-Day, November 2d. 1 baptiz'd Kunkapot by the 
‘ Name of John, his Wife Mary, and eldeft Daughter. The Reft 
‘ of the Children were not prefent, by Reafon of the Badnefs of 
‘ the Weather. The Candidates fhew’d a ferious Senfe of whac 
‘ they were about. It was done in the Prefence of a confidcra- 
‘ ble Number, both of Chnjlians, and Heathen. 

‘ November 7th. I married Ebenezer Sc Sarah, lawful Publifli- 
‘ ment having firft been made -, for he, faid he, being a Chrijlian, 

‘ chofe to be married after the Englijh Manner, which he prefer’d 
‘ to their own. 

‘ November 9th. I baptiz'd the Reft of the Captain's Family, 

‘ as alfo Ebenezer's Son ; in all, five. And now the Lieutenant 
‘ and his Wife propos’d ihemfelves to Baptifm, the next Lord's- 
‘ Day. I defir’d them to come in theEvening to my Lodgings j 
‘ and they came, with Ebenezer, their Interpreter. 

‘ I difeours’d very largely, arid as particularly as I tho’t pro- 
‘ per, upon all the more important and fundamental Points of 
‘ Belief and Praftice, in the Chrijlian Religion. To which they 
‘ ferioufly attended, and were apparently much affeffed. This 
‘ Converfation the Lieutenant has often fpoken ot fince, as what 
‘ afforded hirn more Knowledge, than he had ever gain’d by 
‘ all his former Inftruition : and from this Time he' feems to 
‘ have had a new Heart given him. 

‘ Lord's-Day, November i6th. \ baptiz'di\it Lieutenant hy tht 
‘ Name of Aaron, his Wife Hannah, and the Reft of hisFamily j 
‘ as alfo the Lieutenant's Wife's Sifter, and Ebenezer's Wife j in 
'* all, eleven Perfons. 

‘ The Lieutenant \s a clear-headed [mart Man,<fi a deep Reach, 
‘ and pleafant Humour •, and is one of the beft Speakers we 
‘ hear •, is free in Converfation, and talks excellently well. He 
‘ has entirely left off Drinking to Excefs, and declaims againft 
‘ it -, ftiews great Companion towards the'Reft oL the Indians, 
* arid feems heartily to lament their mifenibleCondifidn -, wifhes 
‘ they were, come to the Knowledge of the Gofpel ■, is himfelf 
‘ thro’ly convinc’d of the Truth ; and his Knowledge does not 
‘ puff him up. And tho’he is reckon’d Ibmewhat haughty, 
‘ yet always flaews himTelf modeft and teachable enough. 

F The 
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‘ The Indians, in general, now feem’d more engaged in Re- 
‘ ligion than ever before. I was willing to improve their prcfent 
‘ Temper, and therefore tarried with them in the Evening, (tor 

* they had now again mov’d with their Families to the School- 
‘ Houfe, where they liv’d all Winter) and difcours’d with them 

* feveral Hours, till indeed I was afraid I fhould tire their Pa- 
‘ t'icnce. However, when I told them, I was unwilling to be 
‘ tedious to them, they anfwer’d, they were glad to hear, and 

* thould never be tir’d with hearing diofeThings. I endeavour’d 
‘ to give them a fhort View of the whole Scheme of Chrijlianity, 

* They gave good Attention, and appear’d well pleas’d. [And ^ 

* this I practis’d for feveral Lord’s-Day Evenings following.] 

* And when I had done, Wnampte and his Wife propos’d them- 

‘ fclves to Baptifm the next Lord’s-Day. -23d. I baptiz’d 

* Wnampe’, his Wife, and Family-, the Lieutenant’s Brother 

‘ ’Tobtohkukboonaut with fome others -, in all, eleven Souls.- 

* Saturday of this Week came a Sufquabannab Indian, who in- 

* deed is a remarkable Fellow j he continu’d with us about a 

* Month ; attended conftantly upon Preaching, gave great At- 

* tention, and behav’d himfclf very well while he was here. 

‘ Lord’s-Day, November 30th. In the Evening, I flay’d at 

* tbc School-Houfe to difcourfe with the Indians. Unnaqamut, 

‘ the Sajquabannah Indian, was prcfent. I therefore fhap’d my 

* Difcourfe, in fome Meafure, for his Inftrudlion ; endeavouring 

* to fhew the Advantage, and Necefiicy of Revelation, and the 
‘ peculiar Excellencies of the Cbriftian Religion. This Stranger 

* mightily approv’d of what I faid. He was formerly very vi- 
‘ cious, tho’ a Man of good Senfe, and fpake a little Dutch. 

* The Indians generally own the Difference between moralGood, 

* and Evil, as alfo a future State of Rewards, and Punifhments. 

* And I fuppofe that he, being a Man of fome Curiofity, and 
‘ underftanding a little Dutch, might have fome better Notions 
‘ of thefe Things than iht Indians commonly have. And per- 

* haps had fome Knowledge of the peculiar Dodtrines of the 

* Chriftian Religion. He had certainly experienc’d fomething 

* more than ordinary, whereby he had been chang’d from a 

* very vicious, drunken Pfellow, to a fober Man. He told me 
‘ fundry ftrange Things, that had befallen him. He is certain- 
I Jy a very differcac Man from what he us’d to be. He is now 

a 


1735 Hiftorical Memoirs, ^c. 3 7 

‘ a very temperate, rational, thinking Man, and has not only left 
‘ off drinking to Excefs, but drinks no ftrong Drink at ail.” 

‘ Lord’s-Day, December 7th, I baptiz’d nine more Perfons. 

‘ About this Time the Indians agreed to have no Trading in 
‘ Rum ; which they remained by. 

‘ Lord’s-Day 14th. I baptiz’d Nawnawnekenuk, a principal 
‘ Man, of a very good Temper and Senfe, honeft, faithful, and 
‘ obliging.- 

‘ Lord's-Day 21ft. There being no Interpreter, I preach’d to 
‘ the Eaglijh only. 

‘ About this Time, fome of our Indians came to me, and de- 
fired my Opinion about a certain Cujiom they have and call 
‘ Keutikaw, or a Dance. I afk’d them, if there were any Rcli- 
‘ gion in it ? They anfwer’d No but that it was only a civil 
‘ Cuftom of their Nation, However, if I difapprov’d of it, 

‘ they would omit it. I told them, if there was nothing more 
‘ in the Matter, I faw no Harm in it, and I fhould be glad of 

* an Opportunity to fee fome of their People here ; But was 
‘ afraid they would fall to Drinking, and inftcad of doing Ho- 
‘ nour to tht Religion they were now Profejfors. of (which was 

* their Duty) they would fcandalife it before Strangers. They 
‘ promifed me there fhould be no Drinking ; that they would 
‘ carefully abftain from it thcmfelves, and, when they fent to 

* invite fome of their Friends to the Keutikaw, fhould forbid 

* their bringing any Rum. Th^ us’d always upon fucb Occajions 
‘ to have Plenty of JtrongDrink, and always made a drunkenFrolick 
‘ of it, in the End. 

* Lord’s-Day, January 18th. I preach’d at the Lieutenant’i 
‘ Houfe, to an Auditory of 80 or 90, about one Half being 
‘ Strangers. I preach’d a Difcourfe fuitable for the Occafion, 
‘ and afterwards fat and difeourfed with them for a confidcrable 

* Time. They heard with Attention, and I have Reafon to 

* think with Approbation ; for 1 heard fome of the elderly Per- 
‘ fons exprefs’d thcmfelves much in Favour of she Cbriftian 
‘ Religion ; w.ifh’d our Indians might go on and profper : and 
< fome faid, they would come & live here. And two Families 
‘ did flay, and are here now. Unnagaunut alfo left two Sons here 
‘ in the School, both likely young Fellows \ one, efpecially, is 

E 2 ‘ extraordinary. 
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‘ extraordinary, and learns at a prodigious Rate. So that we 

* had now ten Souls added to our Number. The Number of 
‘ Scholars is upwards of 40, befides feme elderly Perfons, who 
‘ have made Attempts to learn to read. 

‘ The Keutikaw is a Dance which finiflies the Mourning for 
‘ the Dead, and is celebrated about twelve Months after the 
‘ Dcceafe, when the Guefts invited makePrefents to the Rcla- 
‘ tions of the Decea^M, to make up their Lofs, and to end their 

* Mourning. The Manner of doing it is this. The Prefents 
‘ prepar’d are deliver’d to a Speaker, appointed for thePurpofe ; 
‘ who, laying them upon the Shoulders of fame elderlyPerfons, 

* makes a Speech, fhewing the Defign of their prefentMeeting, 
‘ and of the Prefents prepar’d. Then he takes them and diftri- 

* butes them to the McMrwrr,adding fomeWords of Confolation, 
‘ and defiling them to forget their Sorrow, and accept of thofe 
‘ Prefents to make up their Lofs. After this, they eat toge- 

* ther, and make Merry. 

‘ Our Indians kept to their Refolution about Drinking, much 

* beyond my Expeftation ■, for they always us’d to get Drunk 
‘ upon fuch Occafions ; but we had now but very little Drink- 
‘ ing. The Behaviour of our Indians v/as much taken Notice 
‘ of by the Strangers ; there being a very obfervable Reforma- 
‘ tion in their Manners. The Lieutenant fignaliz’d himfelf, not 
‘ only by ablfaining tromE.xcefs hirfifelf,but by exhorting others 

* alfo to ufe with Moderation, what ftrong Drink they were 
‘ allow’d. Unnaqaunut was alfo here, and was very ferviceable 

* in keeping good Order. 

By what I have here tranferib’d, from Mr. Sergeant’s Jour¬ 
nal, the Reader will be fenfible, that ths Indians had a great Rc- 
fpcdl for him, and were difpofed to afk, and fubmit to, his Ad¬ 
vice in every Thing, their own ancient Cuftoms not excepted *, 
that Mr. Sergeant was very induflrious and faithful in pro¬ 
moting their temporal and eternal Good ; and that the Bleffing 
ot God abundantly lucceeded his Endeavours. 

It was then but little more than a Year finr.e thofe Indians 
were in the Depth of Heathenijh Ignorance and Darknefs,whblly 
unacquainted with the firft Principles oi Chrijlianity, snd without 
God in the World. But, in that flrort Space, many of them had 
gain’d fuch Degrees of Knowledge, in tbePrinciplcs of Religion, 

that 
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that they were become in Mr. Sergeant’s Opinion, (who was 
a good Judge) fit Subjedts of .Srtp//»;. And they, with their 
Children, to the Number of 40, were baptiz'd by him, in little 
more than two Months after his Ordination. The Number of 
their Inhabitants, and of their Scholars in the School, was alfo 
increas’d. 

Thefe Things greatly refredi’d Mr. Sergeant’s Spirits, and 
were no fmall Encouragement to him, in his difficult Work. 
They were alfo Matter of Admiration to others, and the Occa- 
fion of many Thankfgivings to God, whofe Power and Grace 
were manifeft, in turning thofe poor People from Darknefs to 
Light, and from the Power of Satan to God. 

And as many rejoic’d to fee Mr. Sergeant chearfully devote 
himfelf to the Service of Chrifi, in this felf-dcnying Work, and 
to hear of the glorious Succefs he was favour’d with in it ; fo 
they faid many kind and endearing Things to him by their Let¬ 
ters. And the Reader will not, I trull, be difpleas’d, if I 
tranferibe fome PalTages out of them. 

The Rev. Dr. Colman, in a Letter November 18. 1735. fays. 
Reverend and dear Sir, 

‘ It is not eafy to tell you, how much we have rejoic’d here, 
‘ in your Ordination to the good and great Work into which 

‘ you have entered.-May the Confolations of God refrelfi 

‘ and enlarge your Soul from Time to Time, in all your Self- 
‘ denials for the Sake of his Name, and of the dear Souls, for 
‘ whom you are labouring. I have read with great Pleafure 
‘ your firft Difeourfe to thofe poor Natives, and have ventur’d 
‘ a Copy of it to the Earl of Egmont, and the JJfociates of the 

‘ late eminent Dr. Bray at London. -I have obferv’d to his 

‘ Lordfhip, that yours is a proper Or/^/W; and how juftly 

‘ adapted to the Genius and Capacity of the Savages! --May 

‘ God make you a Father to them, to beget them to Chrifi by the 

‘ Gofpel. - 1 gave fome Account to the excellent Dr. Watts, 

• of London, of the ftrange Difpofition of the Hcufatiinnuk Tribe 
‘ to receive the Gofpel, and of the good Spirit on you, to leave 
‘ the College, and go among them. He anfwers me, that he is 
‘ always looking out to any Quarter of the World for fuch Ap- 
‘ pearances. May Jefus (fays he) the Head of the Church and of 
I Nations, attend your young Mijfmary with extraordinary Jfftft- 

ance. 
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* ance, and Succefs. Metbinks (added he) I love him ufon ^jour 

* Report, for his Courage and Zeal. tt j 

‘ Let your Hearc, dear Sir, be encourag’d, and your Hands 
‘ ftrcngthen’d by rhe Love and Prayers of Men of God at fuch 

* a Diftance from you. They hear of you, and rejoyce and 
‘ blefs you, of whom you neither hear nor think. 

‘ I have lately receiv’d a Letter, and a Gift, from the honour- 
‘ able Samuel Holden of London I’ll give you a Hint of both. 

‘ In his Letter he fays to me, I blefs God I have no Views inLife, 

* but to honour Gsd, by improving all my Circumftances to promote 

* his Intereji in the hVorld, and the Good of my Fellow Creatures. 

‘ Nor do I know any Circumjlance here below to invite my Stay. 

* I’ve liv’d long enough to fee all Emptinefs and Vanity, &c.-— 

‘ This moft pious Man has remitted me a confiderable Gift, 

* Part of which I have already receiv’d. He defires me to 
‘ difpofe of it, in fuch a Manner as may be moft for thcHonour 

* of God, in promoting the Knowledge & Pradlice of Religion, 

‘ or in Relief of the neceflitous Members of Jefus Chrift. If 
‘ Mr. Sergeant, andMr. fVoodbridge, your Brother, and Com- 
‘ panion, in the Kingdom and Patience of Jefus Chrift, have Need 
‘ of Five Pounds each, of this Donation, pleafe to give your 
‘ Order how I fhall pay or remit it to you. I do (with great 

* Plcafure & Thankfulnefs to God) make the Offer of it.--- 

* Pray for Mr. Holden, and His, for Me alfo, and Mine. -- 

* Mercy, Grace, and Peace be multiply’d to you, and to the 

* Families you ferve. May they be blefs’d in him, the glorious 

* Seed, in whom theFamilies of the Earth are bleffed. Amen, &c. 
His Excellency Governor Belcher, in a Letter of January 20, 

17^5,6. exprefifes himfelf in a moft kind and friendly Manner ; 
—And towards the Clofc of his Letter, fays to him •, ‘ Set 
‘ before you the Example of the great Apoftle of the Gentiles, 

* for your Imitation, that you may approve yourfelf a chofen 

* Veffel unto Chrift, to bear his Name to thofe that are perilling 

* for lack of Vifton. And may you. Sir, be honour’d of God, 
‘ by being made an Inftrument of taking the Scales from their 

^ Eyes.-May you be wife to win their Souls, and be able to 

‘ fay to them, In Chrift Jefus have I begotten you thro' the Gofpel. 

* For tbefe Things will I bow my Knees, and lift up my Heart 
‘ to him, with whom is the Refidue of the Spint, &c.” 
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The Rev. Mr. Appleton of Cambridge alfo, in a Letter of 
February 25. ufes thefe Exprefllons. 

‘——As it was with great Pleafure, that I faw you fo freely 

* furrender up yourfelf to the Service of Jefus Chrft, and of the 

* Souls of the poor Indians ; fo I take this Opportunity to let 
‘ you know, how much I rejoice to hear of the wonderful 
‘ Succefs of your Labours among them. 

‘ This is one of the beft Tokens you can have, that Cod is 
‘ with you of a Fruth : For what can be a furcr Mark of the 
‘ promifed Prefence of Chrft, than his fpiriting you to preach, 
‘ and opening their Hearts to receive ? T herefore you muft not 
‘ complain of Solitude, when you hear Chrft faying fo plainly to 

‘ you, Lo I am with you. -Give my hearty Refpedts to Mr. 

‘ IVoodbridge. -I heartily commend you both to the Grace 

‘ of God, earneftly praying that the great Lord of the Harveft, 
‘ who has fent you forth, would continue to ftrengthen your 
‘ Hands, and encourage your Heart, by increajing the Fruit of your 
‘ Labours and that thefe poor, negleded, perilhing People, 
‘ may be your Joy for the prefent, and your Crown in the Day 
‘ of ChriH’s Appearing, &c. 

Mr. Sergeant, by Rcafon of Hurry in Bufinefs, kept Copies 
of but very few of the Letters he wrote. I am not therefore 
able to infert his Anfwer, either to His Excellency, or to the 
Rev. Mr. Appleton : But, having obtain’d the Originals written 
to the Rev. Dr. Colman, fhall gratify the Reader with Mr. 
Sergeant’s Anfwer to the foregoing Letter from the Dodlor. 
Reverend Sir, 

‘ Your Favour of the i8th of November I receiv’d a few 
‘ Days ago, which ftill adds to the Obligation to Gratitude I 
‘ was laid under by your former, which was accompany’d with 
‘ a very acceptable Prefent, for which I now return you my 
‘ moft hearty Thanks. 

‘ I doubt not but God, in his infinite Mercy, hears thePrayers 

* of good Men, daily put up to him, for Succefs in the Caufc 

* of Chrft, in which I have the Honour to be engag’d.-- 

‘ Next to the Blefling of God on my Endeavours, the Prayers 
‘ and good Wifhes of Men of God, yeild me the greateft Satis- 

* tisfaftion. In their Favour I feem to enjoy the Plcafure of 
I Society, in the deepeft Solitude. 
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‘ I wi(h I were worthy of the Love of fo excellent a Man as 
‘ Dr. fF’alts, whom all love and admire. And if I may be 
‘ tho’t worthy, in any Meafure, to defcrve the good Opinion of 
‘ my Fellow-Men, it is not a little owing to theDodlor’s inge- 
‘ nious Writings, which have the Force to charm the Mind to 
‘ the Love of Virtue and Piety, and to infufe his own Spirit 

‘ into his Readers.-My firft Difcourfe to them (the Indians) 

‘ I had no Thought of ever being read by any but myfelf, bur 
‘ had I attempted its Amendment, perhaps, I Ihould have made 
‘ it worfe. 

‘ God has been pleas’d to crown our Labours with furprizing, 

* and unexpefted Succefs. I have baptiz'd almoft 40 Pcrfons,* 
‘ Infants and Adult. I hope the Adult have a pretty good Un- 
‘ derftanding of the main and fundamental Dodlrines 
‘ of the holy Religion, into which they have been bap- 
‘ tiz’d. And I always endeavour’d to poflefs their Minds with 
‘ the mod ferious Senfe of what they were about, when they 
‘ enter’d themfelves the Bifciples of Chrijt. Their whole Hearts 
‘ fccm’d to be engag’d in the Matter : And I have Reafon to 
‘ think, that the Imperfection of their Knowledge is made up 
‘ by their Zeal and Integrity. Thofe who have been baptiz’d 
‘ have behav’d very well, tho’ they have, fcveral Times, 
‘ been tempted to exceed the Rules of Temperance, by 

* Offers of Itrong Drink, which us’d to be their beloved De- 

‘ ftruCtion. They feem’d to be furpriz’d with theChange.theyfind 
‘ in themfelves expreffmg the Difference between tLir former 
‘ State, and the prcfent, by Infancy and Manhood, dreamincr 
‘ and being awake, Darknefs & Light, and the like Metaphors'! 
‘ I pray God, the Day Star that feems to be arifen in theirHearts, 
‘ may jhine more and more to the perfeU Day. ’ 

‘ I thank you for your kind Offer of the Donation from that 
‘ pious, and generous Gentleman you mention. I thank God 
‘ I do .not want myfelf. But two Indian Lads Jive with me j 
‘ and about three Pounds I defign to fpend upon thefe, or foirie 
‘ others, that may affift me in learning the Langua^-c ; which '! 
‘ cannot well afford, without .the Affiaance of Charity. If 
‘ therefore you will be pleas’d to remit to me, by the Bearer 
‘ what you offer’d, I fhall accept it with great Thankfulnefs ! 

■ . and 

T He might have faid quite, as appears by the following Account. 


I 


) 
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* and I think it would be laid out very profitably in the Way I 
‘ have mentioned. Pray for me, for our new Profelites, and for 
‘ our whole Tribe. May the Bleffmg of the charitable Man dc- 
‘ fcend upon you, and yours. Which .is the hearty Prayer 


,7 7 V/r o . . ^ “h'puv U 01 me metnod, m 

which Mr. Sergeant propos’d to fpend the Money offer’d him, 
but was fo well pleas’d with it, that he doubled the Sum • as 
appears by a Paffage in the Doftor’s Anfwer of Februan 6th 
1735.6. ^ 

‘ Mr. Matthew Noble brings me to Day your welcome Let- 
‘ ter, December 26±. And has receiv’d Ten Pounds for 
‘ yourfelf, and Five for Mr. modbridge.. I have doubled the 
‘ Sum to you, upon reading your Letter, for the aflifting you 

‘ the more in fupporting the two Indian Boys_ 

By a Paffage in Mr. Sergeant’s Journal, it feems as if even 
the River-Indians had ^not wholly efcap’d being tamper’d with 
by the Romijh Clergy. 


‘ January 26th.- Tht Lieutenant aik'A me what I thouc^ht 

‘ of the Celibacy of the Romijh C\cvgy, and of their fevere Me- 
‘ thods of doing Penance ? I was a little furpriz’d to hear him 
‘ afk fuch a Queftion j for I did not fuppofe our Indians knew 
‘ any Thing of the Matter. However, I readily told him, that 
‘ thofe Things were vain Inventions of Men ; and unprofitable 
Services i that I did not judge any Man ; but I was'lure 
‘ no Body was under Obligation to do them ; that our Bufinefs 
‘ was to mortify our Lufts and Paffions, and to regulate our 
Lives by the reveal d Will of God, and not to go beyond 
‘ that. - o / 


The Indians living in two Places, remote from each other, 
put them to the Trouble of removing from their proper Habi! 
tatiot^.in the Winter Seafon ; and laid them under Difad van¬ 
tages, as to attending upon the publick Worfhip, and theSchool, 
m the Summer. There was therefore, from the Beginning, a 
Defign to accommodate them with Land, that they might all 
fettle in 'one Place ; and that there might be Accommodations 
alfo for others of the Tribe, who might be difpos’d to come and 
lettle with them. The honourable John Stoddard, in a 
Letter, wrote to be communicated to the Indians, at their general 
G Meeting 
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Sit Bov/atunnuk, \a January i 734 > 5 « mention’d it as 
follows.. •: ' • 

<■. --There is a Projedlion (fays he) to get the moft of the 

‘ great Meadow, above tlie Mountaiji of Houfotunnuk for the 
‘ Indians, io that they may live together, and be able, vvith Con- 
venience, to attendtthe publiekM'or/liip, and h'aVe a Schbolat 
‘rtheirDiOoi's :! Provided \}AQ^ Govtrmnen( can igree with^'the 
iEM^iii^j Wbo.have'Lands. there, and tan fuit thejn wn'th Lands 
‘ clfewhere... Thefe.Things; are great Tokens of Klndnefs ^b- 
‘ wards the Indians, and they Htould be very careful how they 
‘ put,a Slight upon them.’ 

.At'the'i reaty at Bterficid, tire fame Thing was propos’d to 
them, .by iGoveindr Bdeher. ‘i—I have been inform'’d, (fays 

• His EmilPKfy that you'iiv-eircn^otefrom onbanother, and that 
‘ you are not accommodated with Lands fufficienr to fupport 
‘ your Families. 1 hts Matter I fhall lay before the great 
‘ Cca«a 7 ofthis Gmmimerit, and recommend to. them the givino- 
‘ you Lands for your more convenient and .compadi: Settlement, 
‘ ,and what may be enough for .your hvmg, coprfortably upon.’ 

Atcbrdingly, the GovernorAsdA this Matter before the General 
yfjfembly at their Fall SclTion, and gives Mr. Sergeant the 
iollowing Account of it, in a Letter of January 20th 1735,6. 
‘ —— 1 laid before them General CfOUrt) wbaf I had pro- 

* mifed to your little Flocb,.at tJb.e Jnterview vyith them.at De<?r- 
'' Ji 0 a and Coi. Steddar,dyMapr P^mrcy, and Mr. Juftiee In- 
‘;f^r/« 7 e',are appQi'nted„by ihtheneral Court, to weigh and con- 
‘ fider all Things and Cireumftances, fo as -to accommodate ray 
‘ Children at Houfatunr.uk with Land, in the beft Manner. 

'Fl-iS'£rc«//eKry' adds, ‘T agree with you that ioixse-EtsgfifJj 
‘ Families (if fuch can be found-as you myation; be.interfpers’d 
‘ and lefflcd ' among the Indians for to: cisniiize, will ;be the 
‘ readiell'Way to them.’ 

'Fhe Indians of IIoufalMnnuk were inform’d of the Steps that 
were taken by the EnghjJo, and of xht.Commit tee chofen for the 
above-mention’d End; but had a great Jealoufie upon their 
Minds, that the EngHJh hme. ill Dcfign,upon them ; aqd 
had feveral Confukations among themfelves, what Anfwer* they 
Ihould make to them when they came up. Why they were 
.lb cautious, the Reader jnay beft learn from Mr. Sergeant’s 

Journal. 
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Journal. * It may, ,(fays he) pbrhapR, be wonder’d that th'ere 
‘ fhould be any Diffictilty among the Indians IH this Affair^ 
‘ But It ts the Manner of the Nation to be ftow in their Debates, 
‘ cautious in their Determinations, and jealous of their Intereft’ 
‘ And the Enemies of the. Gofpel (for we have a great many' 
‘ not only among thein other Places, but alfo among 
‘ pretended Chriftians ; whofc Godlinefs is their Gain) had becti 
‘ very induftrious to throvr Jlumbling Blocks in their Way, and to 
‘ prevent their accepting the Propofal of fettling together. For 
‘ there have not been wanting, thofe.and there are fomc yet, that 
‘ tell them, our Defign; in this-Affair, is only to get the greater 
‘ Advantage of them, .and bfing them more into our Power, 

‘ that we may inflave them arid their Children. 

But thefe Jealoufics were, in fome good Meafure, remov’d 
by the Pains Mr. Sergeant took to fatisfy them of the kind 
and good Intention of the towards them; and by the 

Faithfulnefs both of tht.Committee &c Government in that Affair. 

‘ February loth. (fays Mr. Sergeant) Mipr Pumroy, and 
‘ Mr. Ingerfole, two of the Gentlemen appointed by t\iesGovern- 
‘ ment to weigh and confidcr the Matter of procuring for the 

‘ Indians fome Land, came up here upon that Bufinefs._The 

‘ next Day the Indians, being fent for, came to meet the Com- 
‘ mittee. And, firft, the Major read the Vote of the Affembly, 

‘ by which the three fore-mentioned Gentlemen were appointed. 
‘ a Committee for this Affair ; and then made a Speech to them 
‘ to the following Purport. 

Friends Brethren, a,, , 

‘ The Governot, and General Court, appointed us to cOrrie up 
‘ to treat with you, and to endeavour to fettle you together 
‘ upon fome good interval Land, that you may better profit by 
‘ yourMinifter and School-Mafter: And for this End we two 
‘ are come. Col. Stoddard’s Mother being an aged Woman, 

‘ and fick, prevented his comirig, and will, we hope, be his' 

‘ Excufe to you. Bat we arc come to prorribte yoMr civil and 
‘ religious Intereft. We can allure you of the Friendlhip and 
‘ good Will of tXiis Government. Therefore tell us wHat will 
‘ fuit; that we may inform the General Court, who will gladly 
do you good. ■ - ■ , 

G 2 


‘ Then 
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‘ Then the Committee afk’d. Whether they had a Mind to Jive 
‘ together ? They anfwer’d, Tes ; and Jhould be very thanlsful, 

‘ if they might be accommodated for that Purpofe : And faid, 

• they were ail agreed. Then they were afk’d. Whether the 
‘ interval Land above that Mountain (which thecall 
\ Wnahktukook) would fuit them ? They faid very well. And 
‘ whether they were willing to part with their referv’d Land, 

‘ below at Scatekook, for an Equivalent above ? They anfwer’d 
‘ Tes. Whether they were willing a Lot fhould be there referv’d 
‘ for the Minifter and School Majier ? They faid Tes, by allMeans, 

‘ Then they ,were difmifs’d, till the i8th of the Month.’ 

It mufl; be<,.here obferv.’d, thatthe Lands dxWnahktukaok (alias 
the Great-Meadow) above the Mountain, were comprehended 
in the North Part of a Townfhip, which was fome Time ago 
purchafed of the Indians, and by the General JJfembly granted to 
a Number of Proprietors ; except a fmall Part, which Captain 
Kunkapot, and fome otherthere, referv’d for their own 
Ufe ; and now live upon. What the General Affembly defign’d, 
was, to agree with thofe Proprietors, who had Land above the 
Mountain, to give up their Right, and to take Land in other 
Places, as an Equivalent for it: ' and to grant to the Indians a 
Townfhip fix Miles Square, comprizing the Great-Meadow in 
it 'i that being the rnoft fuitable Spot for the Indians ol any that 
qould be had ; for'they make little or no Ufe of any but inter¬ 
val'Land. 

■ The Bufinefs therefore of the Committee, in the next Place^ 
was with thofe Englijh, and Dutch People, who held the Land 
above the Mountain ; with whom, when they carrie to difeourfe, 
they found little or no Difficulty ;■ for they were (-content with 
the Propofals made to them of equivalent Lands in otherPJ^ces,- 
But there were two or three Dutch Men, who were fettled above 
the Mountain, and had Lands in the Great-Meadow, who were 
more difficult. To thofe the Committee made fome very fair. 
Propofals, which they took into Confideration. 

The Committee theiefore,upon meeting the Indians bn the i8th,.. 
inform’d them, that they had confer’d with the Proprietors of. 
the Land above the Mountain, and that there was a Profpedf of 
obtaining thofe Lands for the Indians, according to their Defire ; 
cfpecially feeing the Governor, and General Court, were fo very 

defirous 
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defirous of promoting Religion among them j that it was not 
now in their Power to fettle them together, but they mull make 
Report of what they had done to the General AJfembly who, if 
they approv’d of it, would fend another Committee to accompliffi 
the Affiiir. And then they defir’d to know. Whether the Indians 
had any Thing further to fay to them ? 

The Indians return’d them their hearty Thanks for the Pains 
they had taken, and for the Trouble they had been at, in profe- 
cuting the Affair : and added, that they had nothing further to 
fay, but only that they defir’d to be fettled together by planting 
Time. 

Upon the Report of this Committee, I fuppofe, it was, that the 
General Court granted to the Indians a Townfhip, fix Miles 
fquare, above the Mountain ; comprizing in it tVnahktukook, or 
the Great-Meadow. And the fame Gentlemen were appointed 
a Committee to lay out the Land, and to treat further with thofe, 
who wcreProprictors of Land,wlthin theLimits of theTownffiip, 
to give them an Equivalent,? to Proportion the Meadow I.,ands 
to the Indians, and to do all that was needful that the Indians 
might be put into the quiet Poireffion of it. By the Grant of 
the General AJfembly, Mr, Sergeant, their and Mr. 

IVoodbridge, their Sehool-Majler, were made Proprietors, each of 
a fixtieth Part of the Townfhip ; and four Englijh Families be- 
fides were to be accommodated with fuch a Part as the Committee 
fhould fee fit. It was upon Mr. Sergeant’s Defire, that thofe 
Families were admitted. The End's he had in "View were, 
not only that He, and Mr. Woodbridge, might have the Comforc 
of their Neighbourhood, and Society ; but cfpecially to civilize 
and anglicize the Indians, and to be a Help to them in their 
fecular Affairs. Families, well adapted to anfwer thofe Ends, 
were to be chofen, and by Col. Stoddard's Approbation (who 
was a good Judge) they were to be admitted. 

April 20th. Thefe Gentlemen, the honourable Stoddard, 
Ebenezer Pumroy, and Thomas Ingtrfole, Efqrs*, went to 
Houfatunnuk, upon the Bufinefs affign’d them by the Court. 
When they met the Indians, they found fome Jcaloufics yet re¬ 
maining upon their Minds, which it was needful for them, in 
the firft Place, to remove. Of this Matter Mr. Sergeant, in 
his Journal, gives the following Account. 


A 
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‘ The Indians met the Committee ; who difcours’d with them, 

* informing them of the Intention of the Government, and the 
« Dcfign of their coming up ; reminding them of what was 
‘ agreed upon in the Winter, telling them how far they had 

* proceeded already : for they had, before they came up, agreed 
« with all the Proprietors in thofe Parts from whence they came ; 
‘ and had got 12 or 14 Rights to difpofe of to them. After 
‘ this Lieutenant Gmpachenee fpake to the following Purport. 
‘ That he was very fcnfiblc of the unhappy Circumftances of 

* his former Life, and of the miferable State of his Nation ; 

* who, being brought up in the greateft Ignorance and Vice, 

* were Objeds of Pity : And that he was alfo fcnfible of their 
‘ great Obligations to the Englijh, for the Notice that had been 

* taken of them -, and very thankful for their Care of them, in 
‘ providing for their Inftruftion in the Knowledge of the Gofpel, 

* and taking Care to have their Children taught to read, and 
‘ for their being brought up in ihtChriJtian Religion; And 
‘ faid, that for his Part, he was fo fully fenfible of thefeThings, 
‘ that the Confideration of them had fome Times almoft drawn 

* Tears from his Eyes : and that, as for himfelf, he thought his 

* Eyes were now open’d, and was well fatisfied of the Truth of 
‘ the Cbrsjlian Religion,fo far as he underftood it j tho’ poflibly 

* he might be miftaken ; and was only forry he’d had fo little 
‘ Opportunity to be inftrudted wifh’d it had been his Happi- 
‘ nefs to have been brought up in the Chrijiian Religion, as he 
‘ hop’d it would be of his Children -, for he wifh’d the fame 
‘ Care that had been taken, might be continu’d : Yea, ’twas 
‘ his Defire, that their whole Tribe might be brought into the 
‘ fame Way they were in. However, there were two or three 
‘ Things, which appear’d dark in his Eyes. He wonder’d they 
‘ had been neglefted fo long, and defir’d to know the true 
‘ Spring of the great Favour, fo fuddenly fhown them. If it 

* was from Love and good Will towards them, he, for his Part 
‘ accepted it with all Thankfulnefs ; But, pofTibly, there might 

be fome fecret Spring, and moving Caufe, he was not acquaint- 
cd with, that might leffen theirObligations toGratitude. And 
‘ what ftill more Rumbled him was, that Major Pumroy, when 
‘ he was here laft Winter, afk’d them feveral Qucftions, about 

* the Proprietors of feveral Trails of Land, and fo infilled upon 

‘ it 
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* it to know who they were, and how they came by theIrTitles, 
‘ that he was ready to conceive, the Major fufpedled they had 
‘ no Title at all to the Lands they challenged. If any Gentle- 
‘ man queftion’d them in this Point, they were not able, without 
‘ much Trouble in fending for Friends, and providingWitneffes, 
‘ to fatisfy him : Or, if any one fliould infift upon any Thing 
‘ more than the Teftimony of living WitnefTes, he confefs’d 
‘ they could proVe no Title at all. However, theirTitles were 
‘ good, according to their Law and Cuflom in fuch Cafes. 

‘ And another Thing, he could not but wonder at, was, that 
‘ if the Chriflian Religion was fo true and good, as he cfleem’d 
‘ it to be, how there Ihould be* fo many Profeff )rs of ir, that 
‘ liv’d fuch vicious Lives, and fo contrary to what he was told, 

‘ were the Rules of it. 

‘ This is the Subfiance of what he faid, which he fpake with 
‘ the greateft Earneftnefs. 

* Col. Stoddard anfwer’d him •, informing him, what was the 
‘ Pretence of the firft Englifh Settlers of America, with Refpeft 
‘ to the Propagation of the Gofpel among the Natives of the 
‘ Country -, and what is contain’d in the Charter of this Govern- 
‘ ment, refpcfling that Matter : And told him what had been 
‘ done formerly to cbrijiianize the Indians -, particularly by the 
‘i famous Mr. Eliot and what Succefs had attended thofe En- 
‘ deavours ; and what is now doing in diverfe Parts of the Pro- 
‘ vince ; That the Government had always been ready to promote 
‘ the Go/pel's Propagation among them : That many Attempts 
‘ had been made, with but too little Succefs : but as foon as 
‘ ever it was known, that the Indians at Houfatunnuk had a 
‘ favourable Opinion of the Chrijiian Religion, Care was taken 
‘ to have them inftrufled. It was their Good, and that only» ' 
‘ that was fought after ; And, whatever their Enemies might 
‘ infinuate to the contrary, this was the Spring of what was now 

‘ doing for them.-As for the Difficulty which arofe from 

‘ what Major Pumroy had faid, he anfwer’d for himfelf, that it 
‘ was not beccLife he, in the leaft doubted of their Titles to their 
‘ Lands, (which he look’d upon as good) that he enquir’d, who 
‘ own’d this and that Traft, and how they came by theirTitles; 

‘ but that it was only to gratify his own Curiofity to know 
‘ their Laws and Cuftoms. 


‘ To 
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* To the third Difficulty the Colonel anfwer’d, that it was 

* indeed a ffiameful Thing >, but fprung from the Corruption 

* of Men’s Hearts, and not from any Defedl in the Rules of 
‘ Living. 

‘ Then the Lieutenant fpake again, and faid perhaps, be- 

* caufe the Land was in great Meafure given them, there might 
‘ hereafter fome Contention arife between their Children and 

* ours ; and that ours would look upon themfelves to have a 

* Superiority over theirs, becaufe the Land was given them. 

‘ He dffir’d therefore to know, how their Titles would be 

* afcertain’d ; and what Security they could have, that their 
‘ Children would be free. 

* To this the Col. anfwer’d', that they would have their Titles 

* in the fame Manner that all the People in the Government had; 
‘ that therefore they had no more Reafon to fear, that Advan- 

* tage would be taken againft them, than any Body elfe : that 
‘ the fame Laws which protedfed others, in their Properties, 

* would protedf them : That there were Laws made peculiarly 

* in Favour of the Indians^ which they would have the Benefit 
‘ of: that what will be, none can certainly tell, but, from what 
‘ has been, we may reafonably hope, that the fame Favour will 

* be continu’d. But after all, they would be entirely at their 
‘ Liberty, as much as they were then, cither to go away, or tO’ 

* tarry there, if they had a Mind to. 

‘ Then the Lieutenant exprefs’d his Satisfadfion in what had 
‘ been faid, and added that, for his own Part, he was fo abun- 
‘ dandy fatisfy’d of the Truth and Excellency of the CMJiian 

* Religion, that he would chearfully die for it. And after they 

* had difeours’d a While upon Religion in general, they were 

* difmifs d j very much to the Satisfadtion of the Indians. 

The Committee met with much Difficulty from the Men that 

were fettled above the Mountain ; but at Length found Means 
wh^eby they were made pretty eafy.-They therefore pro¬ 

ceeded in their Bufinefs, laid out the Townfhip, which now goes 
by the Name of Stockbridge ; and, if I miftake not, proportion’d 
the Meadow-Land, which they had got for the Indians. But 
lome yet remain’d in the Hands of the Proprietors, which after¬ 
wards the Indians were put into the Poffeffion of : tho’ it coft 

the 
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the Committee, and Mr. Sergeant too, a great deal of Trouble, 
before they could fatisfy Snd remove the Owners. ' • 

Capt. Kunkapt had formerly given to Jehoiakim Vanvalk- 
tnhourgh, a Dutch-Man, his fpecial Friend, 40 Acres of Land in 
this Great-Meadow, and about 250 of Upland adjoining to it ; 
which he now held. But, a little after, being reduc’d,°he was 
oblig’d to fell. Some Gentlemen therefore bought him our, 
and gave the Land to the Indians, an Equivalent of the unap¬ 
propriated Lands being given them by the General Affembly. 
So that the whole Meadow was in a little Time poflefi by the 
Indians. 

On Monday the 26th of April, the Committee confer’d again 
with the Indians, and inform’d them what they had done, re- 
fpeding their Townfhip ; fhew’d them a Plan of it; defir’d to 
know of them, if they would have any Thing alter’d. The 
Indians replied that they were very well fatisfied with what was 
done, and very thankful for it. 

In the Beginning of May, xht-Indians all fettled in their new 
Town ; were greatly pleas’d with it. Two new Families were 
added to their Number. ‘ They gave very much intoHujbandry, 

‘ (fays Mr. Sergeant) planted more this Year than ever they 

‘ did before, by threeTimes at leaft.-Mr. Woodbridge lodges 

* at Capt. Kunkapot\, has a very numerous School, and a tedi- 
‘ ous Talk of it ; lives a very lonefome Life ; is indeed inde- 
‘ fatigable in his Bufinefs -, and no Body deferves more of the 
‘ Publick than he.’ 

When the Committee, upon their firft Vifitation of the Indians 
at Houfatunnuk, had finifh’d their Bufinefs with them, the Time 
for geting Sugar was come. 

Therefore. the firft) they all went into the Woods, 

with their Familes, upon chat Bufinefs ; expefting to follow ic 
about fix Weeks. They went in two Companies, about Half 
with the. Captain above the Mountain, the Reft with the 
nant below. Mr. Sergeant was loth they fhould be fo long 
without Inftrutftion, and therefore concluded that he would go' 
with one of the Companies, and Mr. IVoodbridge with the other, 
and live with them during that Seafon. 

After the Indians had been out two Days, and prepar’d them- 
felvcs Houfes, they fenc in two young Men, one to Conduct 
H Mr. 
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Mr. Sergeant to the Captain's Houfe, and the other (o cpn- 
dud Mr. tFsodbridge to the Lieutenant's. 

After they had been out about three Weeks, Mr. Sergeant 
and Mr. Woedbridge chang’d their Quarters j Mr. Sergeant 
went to the Lieutenant's Company, and Mr. Woodbridge to thq 
Captain's, endeavouring that the Indians might have equal Ad-* 
vantage from their Inftruftions. 

During thefe fix Weeks, Mr. Sergeant fpent his Time 
very agreably among the Indians, being employ’d, in the Day 
Time, ip teaching the Children to read ; and in the Evening he 
taught the Indians to fing, in which they took great Delight, 
He pray’d with them Morning and Evening, in their own Lan¬ 
guage, and faid Grace before, and after Meat, in the fame. He 
alfo preach’d to them on the Sabbath by an Interpreter, and 
pray’d in their own Language ; which he began to do on Fe¬ 
bruary 18th, and continu’d it ever alter. For they being defi- 
rous, that Prayers might be made in their own Language, Mr. 
Sergeant ( by the Afliftance of Interpreters ) had compos’d 
Prayers fqr fuch Occafions, in the Indian Language. The Snow 
now was about a Foot and Half deep in thole Woods, and the 
Weather cold. A Deer-fkin with the Hair on, fpread upon 
fome Spruce Boughs, and a Blanket fpread upon that, was his 
Bed ; and three Blankets, fpread over him was his Covering ■, 
where he fiept very well. And tho’ their Diet was low, yet ic 
was cleanly and well drefs’d, by the CaptaMs Lieutenant’s 
Wives. Their Drink was Water. He had a good Appetite, 
eat heartily, and was in very good Health, all the Time he was 
in .the Wilderaefs with them. 

‘ I was (fays Mr. Sergeant) treated very well, while I was 

* with them ; and learn’d more of their Manners, and I.an- 

‘ guage, than ever I had before.-They are alcogether- 

without Compliments, in their Treatment one of another. 
Children fhew no Sort of Deference to their Parents, either inv 

* Word or Carriage, more than to any Body eJfe. They are 
very.modeft, and the W'omen and Children b^ful. They 

* are kind one to another, and make every Body welcome, if>, 
their Way, that comes to their Houfes. When a Stranger 

‘ pomes into one of their Houfes, he does it, as if it were his 
‘ owo, and, without any Compliments at all,. ftts down with 

! the 
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• the Reft ■, but fays nothing. The Houfe-Keeper immediately 
‘ offers him fome Viftuals, which he receives as tho’ he were at 

• Home i eats freely, and then begins to talk ; to tell his Bii- 
‘ finefs, or to relate a Piece of News ; but will enter, before 
‘ he has ear, into tio Difr.ourfe. Some Times, when Friends 

• meet, they fay to one another. O ! Brother, or Coufin ; or 
‘ ufe fome fuch Word exprefling fome Relation. But they 
‘ have Terms expreffive of more particular, and quite different 
‘ Relations, from any we ufe. Their Children, born of the 

• fame Parents, ftand in three Relations to one another ; the 
‘ eldcft calling all the younger, whether Brothers or Sifters, 

‘ Hheefumuk. The elder Sifters are to the younger, whether 
‘ Brothers, or Sifters, Ntnefuk. The younger Children call the 
‘ elder Brothers, Netokhaunul. And there are other like relative 
‘ Terms, to which there are none in ourLanguage Synonymous. 
‘ And indeed their Language, fo far as 1 perceive as yet, is 
‘ extremely different from all the European Languages that I 
‘ have any Acquaintance with, and feems, as far as I can judge, 
‘ in the Genius, Phrafeology, and Pronunciation, of the Words 
‘ (which abound' with Gutturals) to be moft like the Language 
‘ of the Eaft : tho’, I confefs, I am as yet a very incompetent 
‘ Judge. 

‘ Their Women have a Cuftom (which h, for ought I know, 
‘ peculiar to the aboriginal Americans, for they tell me it is com- 
‘ mon to all North-America at leaft) uiz. Their Girls, at the 
‘ firft flux of their Menfes, feperate themfelves from all Society, 
‘ live alone in the Woods; fome fourteen, fome twenty, and 

• fome forty Days; muft do no Work at all, nor be feen by 
‘ any Man; for it is reckon’d ominous fof a Man to fee them in 

• their Seperation. They cut off their Hair when they go Out. 

‘ And fome of their Women go out afterwards, at the Return 
‘ of their Terms, and ftay three or four Days.-What they 

• mean by this Cuftom, or whence they deriv’d it, I cannot tell.’ 
About the Time the Indians fettled in their new Town, Mr. 

Sergeant went to fp'ejijieldiind was there detain’d by Sicknefs 
fo that he was abfent from them two Sabbaths. He took Care 
to inform the Indians of his Sicknefs, who exprefs’d a great deal 
of Concern for him j enquir’d by all Opportunities after him, 
and faid if he ftioukl die it would be a great Lofs ta them : Biic 
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if it fhould be fo, they hop’d God would provide them another 
Minifter. At his Return, they fhcw’d great Joy & Satisfadtion, 
that he was recover’d and reftor’d to them again. 

Mny 23d. He preach’d to them in their new Settlement, but 
liv’d not among them as their School-Mafter did, but kept ftill 
at his Lodgings about five Miles below. 

June i 2. A Meflenger came from Hudfon'-River, to call the 
Indians thither, to confider of a Murder committed by one of 
tlieir ‘fribe. The Captain and Lieutenant went upon that Occa- 
fion, and had Opportunity, while they were gone, to fee and 
converfe with many of the principal Indians ; fpent almoft all 
their Time in Difeourfe with them upon the Subjedt of Religion ; 
and told Mr. Sergeant when they return’d, that all they Talk’d 
with, had favourable Thoughts of the Chriftian Religion ; 
own’d that they themfelves were in a wrong Way, and faid they 
believ’d they were fervingthe Devil : And not one objeded any 
Thing againft ChriJlianity,hM feveral faid they would come with 
their Families, and be inftrudled. 

On the 27th of June, Mr. Srrgeant baptiz’d a Child, which 
being mention’d in his Journal, he proceeds to fay. 

‘ And now the whole Number that I have baptiz’d is C2 
‘ The Number of Indians now refiding here is upwards of go ' 

• and it is highly probable, if God affords us the Bleffing he has 
‘ done, we firall have here, in a few Years, fome Hundreds of 
‘ Indians. 


‘ From the imperfed View of the Matter, one may have 

• from this Journal, it will I believe appear, that the Fland of 
‘ God has been remarkably in the Affair. But I am not able 

‘ in Writing, to communicate the fame View of Thinc^s, that I 
‘ have from obferving the whole from Step to Step. And con- 
‘ fidering the grofs Darknefs the Indians were br©uo-hc up in 
‘ with the great Oppofition the Gofpel has met withf not only 
from the Heathen, but from fome alfo, who have the Name 
‘ of Chriftians, I am furpriz’d at the Progrefs it has fo fuddenly 

• made among them. A very remarkable Reformation appears 

• more, and more, in their Manners ; their Hearts feem reallT 

• to be engag’d ; and Vice, efpecially Drunkennefs (the Vice 
they are all addidfed to) begfts to be a great Difgrace among 

. them. I am not able to converfe much with them in their 


t own 
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‘ own Language, tho’ I underfiand a great deal they fay ; and 
‘ Religion is the Subjeft of frequent Converfation among them. 
‘ Our Dutch Interpreter tells me he is furpriz’d to hear fome of 
‘ them talk, fo fenfibly as they do about Religion. 

When Mr. Sergeant was at IVeJlJield, in the Beginning of 
May, he receiv’d a Letter from Dr. Colinan, of /Ipril 2t. giving 
hi.m an Account of a generous Offer Mr. Ifaac Hollis o{ London 
had made him, of dieting, cloathing, lodging, and inftrudting 
20 Indian Boys at his own Coft. 

This is the Gentleman to whom the DoSior wrote, recom¬ 
mending the Miffion at Houfatunnuk to his G^nerofity ; of which 
he inform’d Mr. Sergeant in his Letter of June i8th 1735. 
inferred, in Page 30 & 31. And in Anfwer to the Letter of 
the Dodlor'%, he makes this generous Offer. 

Dr. Colman, who was wife and prudent, thought it not bell 
to draw upon Mr. Hollis, until he fliould be well inform’d, what 
the Charge of maintaining 20 Scholars would amount to, in 
one Year j for he was apprehenfive that it would rife higher, 
than the Donor expedled. And therefore wrote to Mr. tyUl- 
iams of Sprinpfield, and to Mr. Sergeant, for their Thoughts 
upon the Matter •, and alfo confulted Governor Belcher ; and, 
upon the bell Computation they could make, concluded, that 
the Expence of one Child, in a Year, would arife to twenty 
five Pounds our Currency, and the whole to five Hundred Pounds 
per Annum. Of this Dr. Colman inform’d Mr. Hollis ; and it 
prov’d as the Dodlor expeiffed. It exceeded what Mr. Hollis 
tho’t of. He therefore reduc’d the Number of Scholars to 12 j 
and propos’d to fupport that Number from Year to Year. 

About the fame Time, the honourable SamuelHolden,E.{c[-, of 
London, diredled the Rev. Dr. Colman to beftow one Hundred 
Pounds of his Money for the Benefit of the Indians at Stockbridge, 
which Mr. Sergeant, with Dr. Colman'% Approbation, thought 
belt to expend for the Benefit of the Females ; feeing Mr. 
Hollis's Donation was confin’d to the Males. 

Of thefe noble,, and generous Inftances of Liberality, Mr. 
Sergeant inform’d the Indians, viho were much affedted with, 
them, and very thankful to their pious Benefadlors. And, as a 
grateful Acknowledgment of theBenefits they had receiv’d from 
the honourable Corporation at Home, they wrote the following 
Letter. ‘ Being 
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‘ Being very fenfible of the former miferable Clrcumftances, 

‘ both of ourfelves nndChildren,byReafon of the Ignorance and 
‘ Vice in which we were hro’t up •, we cannot but refent, with 
‘ the moft heartyGratitude, the Care you have taken to inftrudb 
‘ us in the Doftrines of the Gofpel ; Truths, neceflary for our 
‘ prefent Satisfadlion and future Happinefs. 

‘ We blefs God, the Father of Merciei, and Giver of all good 
‘ Things, that he has pitied us, and put it into your Hearts to 
‘ Life your Endeavours to communicate to us that Knowledge 
‘ of divine Things, which he has given to you. We alfo thank 
‘ God, that he harti given us Favour in the Eyes of this Gotierti- 
‘ ment >, efpecially in making Provifion for our living together, 

‘ which is a very great Conveniency for our own, and our Chil- 
‘ drens Inftrudtion, in the Principles of Religion, and ocher ufe- 

* ful Knowledge. We can, with the greateft Sincerity, fay, that 
‘ we gladly embrace the blelfed Truths of the Gofpel, and ‘tis 
‘ the Purpofe of our Hearts, as v/e have molt of us profefs’d 
‘ ourfelves Chriftians, fo to continue ftedfaft in the Faith ; and 
‘ hope our Children will have the fame Wifdom given them, 

‘ And we pray God ftill to continue it in your Hearts, to pro- 

* vide for our further Inftruftion, and for that of our Children 
‘ alfo, that we and they may dill grow wifer and wifer. 

‘ And, from the fmall Meafure of Knowledge we have, (being 
‘ now as it were juft wak’d out of Sleep) we are fo fenfible of 

* the Benefit of the Grfpel, that we wifti, and pray, that our 

* whole Nation may be brought into the fame Way. And we 

* blefs God he ftill inclines their Hearts more and morfe to re- 
‘ ceive the Gofpel of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriji. 

*■ We can make no Returns for your Favours, but only our 

* hearty Thanks, and Prayers to God, that he would repay our 
‘ Benefadlors a Thoufand Fold into their Bofoms, for the Kind- 

* nefs they h.ave fhewn us. 

■ ‘ We are at a great Diftance from you, and ftiall never fee 
‘ your Faces in this World j but hope it will be ourHappinefs, 

* thro’ the Riches of divine Grace in Jefus ChriJl, to rejoice with 

* you in Heaven, our Father’s Houfe. 

We are your very oblig'd Friends, 
and Brethren, in the Faith and 

Patience of our Lord Jefus Cbrijl. 

John 
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Ifaac Wnaumpee, 

James Wohquanhekomeek, 
Abraham Naukutehewant, 
John Jouwoonaunt, 
Nicholas Uhwaunmut. 


John Pohpnebonnuzvot, 

Aaron Ssnkewenaukheek, 

David Naunaunekenuk, 
Ebenezer Poohpoonuk, 
Abraham Johtaunkubkoonaunt^ 
Ephraim Woonaunnuhqueen, 
Stockbridge, July 17th 1736. 

In a Letter of July nth. His Excellency Governor Belcher 

fays to Mr. Sergeant --I defire you to greet my Children 

‘ at Houfatunnuk, in the kindeft Manner from me, and let them 
‘ know, I fhall be heartily glad to fee them at Bojisn, with 

‘ CorJlar their chief Sachem.-I hope to fee you with your 

‘ People, ^c. 

Accordingly Mr. Sergeant, and a Number of the Stockbridge 
Indians,'N\t'n about as manyStrangers ixomHudJon’s-River,'fttnt to 
Bofton. And Augujl 5th they waited upon the Governor SzCouncil. 

‘ The Lieutenant (fays Mr. Serge ant J made a Speech, in 
‘ which he, in the Name of the Reft:, exprefs’d great Thank- 
‘ fulnefs for the Kindnefs the Government had beftow’d upon 
‘ them already, particularly in granting them aTownfhip, for 
‘ the Conveniency of their, living together. And in Return 
‘ gave up their Challenge to two Miles of Land, one Mile on 

‘ each Side the Road from Houfatunnuk to WeftJield. -Pray’d 

‘ for the Afliftance of the Government in building a Meeting- 
‘ Houfe and School-Houfe. 

‘ 7 'o which the Governor anfwer’d very kindly, that the 
‘ Government was well pleas’d with the Inclination they had 
‘ ftiewn to receive the Gofpel of our Lord Jefus thrift ; and fo 
‘ long as that good Difpofition remain'd, would not repent the 
‘ Care and'Charge they had been at to accommodate them for 
‘ their better Inftruftion in theWay ofLife ; hop’d they would 
* go on and anfwer our Hopes fie Expectations from their good 
‘ Beginning, and they fbould never want the Favour of the 
‘ Government ; that they accepted very kindly the Land they 
‘ gave up their Challenge to •, that he would make known to 
‘ xht General Court, their Defire refpeCting a Meeting and SebooF 
‘ Houfe, at their next Selfion. 

‘ Then they made a Prefent of Skins which the Governor 
‘ was pleas’d to order to be fold, and the Money to be laid out 
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‘ in Books for me : which, with other Inffances of His Excel- 
‘ iency's Generofity to me, I retain a moft grateful Senfe of ; 
‘ and as it fprings from the Relation I ftand in to this People, 
* it is a Proof of His Excellency's great Piety, and Concern to 
‘ promote the Knowledge, and Pradice, of Religion & Virtue, 
‘ and fo I fhall ever efteem myfelf fo much the more bound to 
‘ be faithful in my Bufinefs.- 

From Weftfield to Sheffield is about 26 Miles, theLand 

therelore which thefe Indians gave up their Challenge to is 52 
fquare Miles, and fhould be efteem’d no inconfiderable Return 
for the Favour bcftow’d. 

Jugujl 6th. Mr. Sergeant and the Indians din’d with the 
Governor and Council, were curteoufly treated, and receiv’d Pre- 
fents of Guns, Blankets, Shirts, &c. Soon after which they re¬ 
turn'd Home, well pleas’d with the Treatment they had met 
With. And tho’ there were forne Difficulties attending the Af¬ 
fairs of Stockbridge, particularly refpefting their Lands, not yet 
got wholly out of the Proprietors Hands, yet, in the general, 
1 hings went well; the Indians increas’d in Knowledge and* 
Number, new Families, and particular Perfons, coming to them 
from Time to Time, to live there and be inftructed. And the 
Indians in general behav’d well. But about the End of Augujl 
fome of them went to a Kentikaw, or Dance, at Squampaumuk, 
(a Place about 25 Miles diftant from Stockbridge ; in the Butch 
Country; where, being encompalTed with Temptations, fome of 
them drank to Excefs, which was Caufe of great Grief to Mr 
Sergeant, and they themfelves were fill’d with Shame and 
Confufion of Face when they came Home. 

Mr, Sergeant,^ who had hitherto liv’d in, Englijb Families, 
below the Mountain, in 1736,7. mov’d up into the 

Indian Town, and liv’d with Mr, IVoodbridge, who had built an 
Houfe, and brought Home a Wife, &c. Mr. Sergeant there¬ 
fore was no longer under a Neceffity of living at fuch a Diftance 
front his People.——^ 

When His Excellency Governor Belcher, accordincr to his 
Promile o\ Augujl the 5th to t\\& Indiasts, recommended^it to the 
General AJfembly, to build them a Meeting-Houfe and School-Houfe, 
granted it : as appears from a Pafiage in Colonel 
Stoddard s Letter to Mr. Sergeant. 


The 
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‘ The General Cburt. (fays the Colonel) have ordered; That a 
‘ Meeting Hsufi oi thirty Feet broad, and forty long, together 
‘ with a School-Houje, be built for the Indians, at the Change of 
‘ the Province. And You and Mr. IVoodbridge, with Myfelf, are 
‘ appointed to fee thefe Things effe-ted.’ ’ ' 

AS’Mr. Sergeant had, by the Help of Interpreters, befom 
this, tranflated fpme Prayers into xYc.Indian Language, tor their 
daily ufe ; fo now he had trar.fiaied Dr. Halt's fiilT Catethifm 
into the Indian I'ongue, that the Children might underffanding- 
ly read and learn it. Some (Things, about this Time, appear’^d 
with a difcouragiqg Afped, and gave Mr. Sergeant much 
Trouble} the Princ.ipal. of which was, that one of their 
Butch Neighbours, not only refus’d to give up his Right for an 
Equivalent;, which made the Indians uneafy •, but alio kept a 
Store of Rum by him, of which he either gave or fold to the 
Indians, fo that fome of them drank to Excefs, and were very 
troublefomc. But this was Matter of Grief to molt of them, 
efpecially to the Captain and Lieutenant, who exerted themfelves 
to corredt fuch Diforders j and the Indians, in general, behav’d 
well. New Families were, from Time to Time, added to their 
Number. And there were frequent Inftances of Mr. Se rge ant’s 
baptizing Perfons, who, upon careful Examination, he found 
knowing in the Principles of Religion, and ferioufly refolv’d to 
‘ walk by the excellent Rules of it. 

Tho’ the" Indians went out this Seafon, as ufual, to makeSugar, 
yet they return’d from their Work every Week, and attended 
the publick Worffiip on the Sabbath. They alfo difeover’d an 
Inclination to the Englifh Cuftoms. For a couple, who. were 
about marrying, enter’d their Intentions of it, or made, them 
known to Mr. Sergeant, who, upon the two foUowing.Sab- 
baths, publiffi’d theBands of Matrimony between Naukuchewat, 
and M'auwoonemeen, and then married them by a Form tranflated 
into the Indian Language. 

On the ych of Augujl Mr. Sergeant began to preach to the 
Indians in their own Language, and in Proctfs of'l ime became 
fo perf’eft in It, that the Indians were wont to fay. Our Minijier 
fpeaks our Language better than we do our felves. And as it coll 
him a great deal of Pains to make himfelf Mailer of it ; fo it 
was no fmall Advantage to him, when he was able to ufe it 
I freely. 

















6o 


Hiftorical Memoirs, ^737 

•freely, in Coverfation with the Indians. For he was not only 
able, better to acquaint himfelf with the religious Sentiments of 
thole, who would make a Profeffion of Chrijlianity ; but alfo to 
converfe with Strangers upon religious Subjects, when they came 
to vi'fit their Brethren at Siockbridge, or when he had Opportu¬ 
nity elfewhere. 

Mr. Srrgeant, about this Time, baptis’d feveral Ptrforrs. 
And that the Reader may know, what Fciins he took to inform 
the Candidates in the Principles of Clvriftianity ; and to fatrsfy 
himfelf that they underftood them, and that it was their ferious 
Purpofe and Refolution to live a religious Life; I fhall here 
tranfenbe, from his Journal, the concife Account he gives of his 
Treatment of them. 

^ Lori’s Day, Juguji A large Auditory.—I preach’d in 
‘ Indian. Toiuti and his PFife propos’d themfelves to Baplifm. 

* Both Perfons of good Behaviour, and apparently well difpos’d 
‘ to Chrijliamy. 'I'he Man had been a Drinker ; but feem’d 
‘ now to be reform’d : the Woman always appear’d innocent, 

* and virtuoufly inclin’d. I took a great deal of Pains to in- 
‘ ftradt them in the Principles of Chrijlianity, and to imprefs 

upon their Minds a ftrong Senfe of Religion, and to compofe 
‘ them ‘to Setioufnefs. And, having good Satisfadtion of their 

* Knowledge and good Inclinari'on, Lord's-Day, JugnJl is, ,I 

‘ baptiz’d Tekum, hisWife, and three Children.-This Week, 

‘ Umpmmui's Son, Pmaupanfoo by Name, from the Ifland in 

* Hudfon's-Rivtr, where bis Father Was a Chief, wtio had been 

* here a little While, defir’d Baptiffii, as alfo Nomfi)ods,'Nho about 

* a . Year before came from the Country. I took 

‘ Pains to inftrudt them particulafly, In the Principles Chrijli- 

* anity. They were both young, I was therefore the more con- 

* cern’d for them that they Ihould be well in'ftrudled and 
‘ have their Minds impreft with a due Serioufnefs and Concern, 
‘ in what they were about : I therefore chofe to defer their 
‘ Baptifm a little longer. 

‘ Lord's-Day, Augnji Auditory as uftial.—This Week 
‘ took a fecond, and third Opportunity, to inftrudl the Candi- 
‘ dates for Baptifm, when another young Man alfo appear’d de- 
firous of Baptifm ; Ukhibnaiiwe^tin by Name.-~—This Week 
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‘ I took 8 great deal of Pains to prepare the Candidates for 
‘ Baptifm. They appear’d very .defirons of it, and feem’d to- 
‘ underhand the Dudrines of Religion well. 

‘ Lord’s-Day, Sep/mbsr 14th. 1 baptiz’d thenp.’- 

Mr. Sergeant had been inform’d, that the Indians living af 
Kaunaumeek, a Place about 18 Miles from Stockbridge, to the 
N. W. were dcfirous that he fhould come and preach to them. 
He therefore fent a Melfenger, informing them, that Lord's-Day, 
September nth he would be with them. And in his Journal of 
that Day fays. 

‘ I preach’d at Kaunaumeek. I had about 30 Hearers. There 
‘ were but few Indians that properly belong’d there : but they 
• gave Notice of my coming to all that livid .near them ; To 
‘ that a confiderable Number were got together. Some of the 
‘ Chief of our Indians bore me Company. I had prepar’d a 
‘ Sermon in Indian for the Occafion. They heard me with 
‘ great Attention, and faid they underftood me. 

‘ We were entertain’d very kindly ; The chief Man there 
‘ whpfe Name vras 4 <^napwauneikbheek, appear’d to be a, rational 
‘ judicious Man. He can fpcak a little Englilh, and carries on 
‘ fome farming Bufinefs, and lives well. I afle’d him before I 
‘ came away ; what he thought of what he had heard He 
‘ faid he could not give any Judgment yet ; for he had not fuf- 
‘ ficiently inform’d himfelf. Chrijlianity might be true -, he 
‘ could not pronounce againft it, nor could he fay it was right i 
‘ but added, that he fhould come to hear me fometimes at HpU' 
‘ Jatunnuk, and inform himfelf further. 

‘ ,I was well.pleas’ti with his Anfwer, and exhorted .him, to 
‘ enquire further into the Matter i and npt to forget to pray to 
‘ God to inftruift him. : * 

‘ Our Indians that were with me topk Pains to perfuafte; 

‘ to embrace the Cbrijlian Religion, and en 4 cavour’d to anfwen 
‘ thofe Objedions they fiippos’d might arirc.,in..their IViipft* 
‘ againft it; particularly the Lieutenant talk’d a great .deal^ and 
‘ very well, upon the SubjedP. ■ • ! ' ' 

‘ Another Man there, of feme Cha'rafter.,' ancj of good Bc- 
‘ haviour, who had been baptiz’d in his Infancy, by fomePrieft, 
‘ was well inclined to Religion ; and purpos’;d to come and live 
‘ with .us.’ ■ . . . 
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A little more than a Month-after this, viz. ■ Lord's-Day, Oc¬ 
tober the 9th, the two principal Indians of Kaunaumeek were at 

Stockbridge, and heard Mr. Sergeant preach. ‘- 1 took 

‘ Oppor unity (fays he) to difcourfe with them both, and parti- 
‘ cularly with the Chief, who now was free to .own that he be- 
‘ lieved iht ChriJlian Religion was true, andthaDhe was deter- 
‘ min'd, to be a And added, chat he had -receiv’d 

fuch an Impreffion on his Mind, from what he had heard from. 
‘ me, and ocherwife, of the Cbrijiian Religion, that he could not 
‘ fliake it off that his Thoughts had been much fix’d upon the- 
*• Matter that, even in the Purfuic of his common Bufinefs, he 
‘•■could hot but ehtertain himfclf withRefledtions of this Nature.' 
‘ The other.appear’d to be fully determin’d to come Aud five- 
‘ with us, - 

‘ Lord's- Lay, i6ch. Preach’d as nfual. This Week I went' 
‘'■■upon a Vifit to my Friends in Neiv-Jerfey. In the mean Time 
‘ the Chiel of the Kaunavmeek Indiam came hither, ih'fixpedla-' 
‘ tioh lb fee me, and hear fomfe further Infffudtions in the Doc- 
‘' trines of Cbrijlianity ; and tarried abdut aWeck : feem’d mudh' 
‘ afFedtcd with what he heard of the'"C^rj/?/iS« Religion, and 
‘ very defirous of further Inftruftion ; purpbs’d-to rame again 
when he could hear of m^ Return. ' 

■ That I may here finifii the Story.of theft' iwh‘pfinCTpla 1 -//r&«f 
of Kaunannieek, viz. \Auhauwauneekhheek and 'Wdutamkumeet. • I' 
fhall look forward to JaMary 22. February 16.’ 

1738. ■ ■ ' 

‘ Lord's Bay, January 22d. I preach’d again at Kaunaumeek, 
*- 'Atinauwauneekbheek the principal Man there .appear’d to 'be 
‘ mightily engag’d ih -Matter’s 'df -'Religibri‘; ■was definoLis-of 

* Baptifm ; lent his Daughter, an,only Child, to learn to read ; 
*' came himfelf and tarried all the Week. And I, having gobcl 
‘ Satisfadfion of his Knowled'ge and Faith, baptiz’d him and his' 

* Daughter.^- - ' 

‘ Lord's-Bay, February 12. I preach’d as ufual. . Prefeat 

‘ nauwauneekbheek, inAlFautaml^umeet, from Kau,nuhieek. The 
‘ laft left his Son with me.—r— ■ , 

Lord’s-Bay, April i6th. I hzpi\7.'AJVautaunkumeel, znA mo 
of his Children. He belong’d to Kaunaumeek, but is. fined 
: " ‘ come 
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‘ corpe to live wifR us v is a Man of'a.bout forty Years o£.,/J^e, 
‘ very good-temper’d, and of confiderableICnowledge : formerly 
‘ addicted to Drinking, but now relorm’d. 

The generous Propofal of Mr. IlcUis, to maintain' 12 Boy.s, 
was not till now put in Flxecution. And what Mr Sergeant 
fays'of it fn his Journal is. ■ ' " 

'■‘January nth 1737,8. I began to keep the 12 IndianU^y^, 
‘ on Mr. 'Flollis's Foundation. I took them into my own Houfe, 
‘ and under my Inftrudion. . ’ . f 

,It was in the Spring of the Year 1736. when the* RevclDr; 
receiv’d from Mr. Hollis, the Offer of maintaiiiing icf 
Scholars at Houfatunnuk. The -DtfiSor's-Cautibn in the: Affair,- 
mention’d before,'delay’d the coming of the Money till the 
Spring of the Year 1737. Some'l ime alfo was taken up in 
getting, their Cloaths from Bojten, making of them up, &c. And 
even then-theie .was n.oHoufe m)Siovkbridge,'bmMir. ^'osdbridg.e'si 
which was lmalh ,,.Mr. S-erdeiaInt. thereftpre, who veas building 
thjs Summer, and intending'to take the Boys under his owrt 
Jnllrgblion, tho’c beft to put it off, till his own Houfe could be 
prepar.'d to receive-them. And accordingly, having prepar’d 
it, hir’d a Houfe Keeper ^ and, air-the 'I'iihe. abovemiention’T he 
took,them iW"* ■- -'i.oln !.' • ■■ ' .v ■ . il', 

: : It, k jprobabk, '-his Houfe'would. have.been ready .for their 
Recepti.bn fooher, if he -had noCibc.cn in Want iof Money to 
forward the building of it. 

• H.i^ Salary was no more than One Hundredmd fifty .Pounds 
Gur Mpney, twenty-fieven Shillings and /tie Pence ,of which iwas 
th^jequal to one OuDce.'of-Silver.. -. Aind, byReafon.ti!f.‘a gej 
neral Scarcity, all.Provifiorts -were, very dpar.- jLittle-orNothing 
could therefore be rpar.’di-lrom his Salary towards building t- 
By aLetterof ripril 'i^-, ^ 737 ' he informed the CommiJJioners bf 
his being about to build ; defiring fome AlBftance from them to 
d;eirey,the,Charge of it,. laAnfwer to whichthc honQurable»^rt«» 
fFinthrap.ini'oriTi’d him, that he would lay his Letter before the 
Commiffibners at their next Meetings which: would notdoe very 
foon, tor they lately met. And in one Letter of. July 30. and 
•in another of September 8. The SecretaryMr. Winihrop inform’d 
hipi that; the, had not yet mcCi . 

■V ' But 
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But '/Ipril vht. G. 1738, h-e writes thus-to Mr. 'Seugeawt. ‘ I 
“(‘Paid 'before tl-rC Qmnvfffnms your Letter fame Allowance 
‘ toward your building, and they voted fijly Foimds to be paid 
‘ you on that Account. 

As the Sum, grarrted by the Commiftonefs, did not ^nfwer b.is 
Expeftations, not amounting to ten Pounds Sterlin*,. fe' neither 
was it fufficicnt to relieve his Neceffities ; for he, before t]i'is, 
Was necefiitated to run himfelf much into Debt: As he informs 
Dr. Colmah in a Letter of June the 19th, in which he a'lfo fays. 

‘ I was indeed extremely difappointed in my Expedfations, 

• 'wlaen I found by Mr. Secretary's iate Letter to me, that the 

♦ €ommiJfioners had voted me no more thzn-fifty Pounds to affift 

; me in my Settlement.- 

‘ Upon the Reception of Col. PFintbrop’s Letter, I immedi- 
‘ ately determin’d to apply myfclf to the General Court, not 
‘ knowing where elfe to feek for Afliftance. Whether or no 
^ they wiTl think it their Bufincfs to help me, I cannot tell, 
f However, 1 have put a i-’etition into Col. Stoddard's Hand, 

‘ and bv him wrote to the Governor with a great deal of Free- 
‘ dom,' praying for his Favour in the Matter. And I fuppofe 

* the Colonel has put it forward. If I fail in that Point, I 

‘ Enow not where I fhall turn myfelf. ' • ' 

The General JJfembly fwhich had all along encourag’d the 
Indians of Houfatunnuk, and us’d their Endeavours to promote 
the Interert of Religion among them •, not only by giving them 
a Townfhip of Land that they might fettle together, and by 
being at great Charge, and Trouble, in removing the Inhabi¬ 
tants, but alfo in building a Meeting and School-Houfe, which 
the Workmen be^an lad ^gult receiv’d, and granted Mr. 
SfliXGEANT’s Petition ; voted One Hundred Pounds in Bills 
of the middle Tenor, which was equal to about fist Hundred 
Pounds our prefent Money, at fifty Shillings per Ounce. 

I His 'Excellency Governor Belcher, who upon all Occafions 
difcQver’d a gwat Regard for Mr. Sergeant, was very friendly 
to him Upon rhiis Occafion -, as appears from a Paffage in his 
Letter of 'to Mi'i Ser'geant. 

‘ I have ("fays the read with much Satisfaflion 

‘ yours of 24th of which is lull ®f the Gentleman, the 
‘ Chriftian, and the Gofpel Miniftcr and therefore inclin’d me 
iud ‘ readily 
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‘ readily to afford all my Wqight and Influence, in the PffeUfbly, 
‘ for your Help and Encouragement, in the arduous, but exccl- 
‘ lent Work you are engag’d in. I am thankful to God' for 
‘ fucceeding lb tar the Eodbavours of your Friends, and that 
‘ we have Reafon'to hope more Help may be obtain'd for you 
‘ (thro’ the Goodnefe of God ) from the fame Fountain, and you 
‘ will always be fure of my Affiftance. . 

Mr. S'Ergeant, who h^ taken into his own Houfe, and 
finder his own Inflrudfions, Mr. Hollis's i2 Boys, found, upon 
Tryal, the Burden was too heavy for him ; and tho’ he per¬ 
form’d that Service for niear or quite,a Year, yet afterwards was 
oblig’d to take other Methods with them-- All ^vhDm he could 
perftiade to it he fent abroad into EngUJh Farnilies, where they 
were fupported by Mr. Hollis's Boun-ty, and went to School, to 
perfect: themfclves in Reading and Writing. And thole who 
refus’d going from Home, liv’d with their Parents, and went to 
Mr. Woodbridge's Sohaol. To thefe Mr. Sergeant allow’d no 
more of Mr. Hollis's bounty, than was fufficicnt to cloath them, 
Ar>d.it was found upon Tryal, tlwc thole who liv’d in Engiifh 
Families, made much the beft Pragrefs in their Learning, befide 
the Benefit of gaining the Englijh Language. The firll Time 
jihatir Mr. Sergeant adminifter’d the Sacrament of the Lord'‘s 
Supper'to his People, 4’h, of which he gave Dr. Colman 

the following Ihort Account, in a Letter ol June 19th 1738. 

‘ The firfl: Lord's-Bay in this Month,we had the Conumunion 
‘ of the Lord's-Supper. There were Eleven Communicants of 
‘ the Indians, who attended the Ordinance with as much Scri- 
‘ oufnefs, and apparent Devotion,* as ever I obferv’d in any 
'■ People upon any Occafiora whatever. 

Tho’ the Indians had hitherto in general behav’d Iwcll, yet 
there bad been divers Inftances of baptiz'd Potions exceeding the 
Bounds of Temperance. And the Lieutenant himfelf, who had 
appear’d fo very much engag’d in the Chriftian Religion, had 
Occalion to humble himfelf for the Sin of Drunkennefs, before he 
came to tliSs Ordinance. ‘ Which he did (fays Mr. Sergeant) 
‘ with a due Appearance of Serioulnefs, Gravity, and Refolu- 
‘ tion of better Obedience for Time to come. 

The Commiffioners, upon Mr. Sergeant’s Defire,fupply’d tho 
Cotpmunion Table with two Flagons, two Diflies, and fomo 
Wine. -^'age 
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r .' Page 14th. I infopm\] thcReader of Mr. -being erft- 
-plo.yd’ abaorig'the Mohawks, and of Iiis Defign' to get EpiJCOpal 
■Orciination^ and to be a to them, if thfs Society for 

sfrfipdgat-injC the G of pel in foreign Parts would fupport him.-- 

'liljis his Purpofe lie'put in Executiort, went to*receiv’d 
iBpifcopal Ordination, and a Miffion, from the Socktj- to- the 
Mohawks. Ariel I find Mr. Sergeant* r6commendirig" him' fo 
ithe Cornmiffioners Bofton, in aUetter of A/a)* the-pth, 1)738. 
in phe following-Words. - , . 

‘ 1 had'juft now a Letter from Mr. Barclay, a young Gentle- 
man of Albany i -lately arriv’d'from- : with-a MilTion 

from the Society for propagating the- Gffpki •ik^fereigH Parts, to 
‘ the MohawksWtii oiAlbany i who tells me he has biut a fc^nty 
‘ Allowance {i.e. from the Society) and could obtain no Salaty 
‘ for an Interpreter, orSchool-Mafter : And that he hasThoughts 
of applying to x.\\c ComjniJfoners atfor Affiflancebut 
.‘.:would have my Advice firft. I cannot tell what Stock the 
Corporation has'; but I fuppofe it is fcanty, by theAllowances 
v<\ they affbfd their Mifftonaries. However, I could heartily re- 
commend Mr.-Barclay to the Notice, and Favour of the Coot- 
mijftoners ? Hens a worthy Gentleman, and well deferves Ein- 
couragemenf in his Undertaking. And every Body, who-has 
5*:^tfic.ieatl Acquaintance with the Indians, and their M^ri-ners, 

‘ riioft be very fenfible, that tis a vain Thing to fend Miffion-a- 
■‘ fies among them without fupporting them well. There is no 
* Parc in the Bifhop’s Chara'ter, more neceffary in a Miflionary 
*. among the Indians, thanking given to Ho[pitality. 

, . That the Reader may M fenfible what a Profped: there was 
of Mr. Barclay's being eminently ferviceable among thtMohaVoks, 
if he liad been duly encouraged ; kfhall i^afking Mr. Barclay's 
Pardori).fhow by tranfefibing fomePaffages contain’d in hisLetters 
to Mr. Sergeant. The following, are from a Letter wrote 
-before he went lor Orders, and dated in his Schcxil, at Fort- 
Hunter, June iith iy^6. 

. ‘ l am heartily, glad to hear- of your Succefs, I pray God 
■‘.jnore abundantly to blefs and fucceed your Labours ; and may 
‘ you enjoy abundant Satisfadlion in the Difcharge of your 
EVnftion here, and a glorious -Reward hereafter. I blefs God 
'I ■ I have no Reafoncto-defpait' of- Succefs in my Miffion. They 
t - - daily 
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* daily beccmi'e more and more defirous of Inftfudlion *, and 
‘ would, in ail- FrobabfRty,- make great Progrefs both in the 
‘ Knowledge and Praftice of Chriftianity, were proper Methods 
‘ taken to inftrudl them. But I labour under great Difadvan- 
‘ tages, for want of an Interpreter, fo that 1 cannot tell what 
‘ Progrefs they make in Knowledge, nor can 1 proceed regular- 
‘ ly in my Inftrudions; and I almoft defpair of ..obtaining a 
‘ perfed: Knowledge oFth^ Lzoguage, without the AfTifibance of 
‘ an Interpreter, whicll Gould I but enjoy for the Space of two 
‘ or three Years, 1 doubt not but that I fhould be Mafter of it; 

‘ and fhould take greater Pleafure and Satisfadion in the Dif- 
‘ charge of my Duty. Neverthelefs, I have the Comfort of 
‘ feeing a verj gfeat and daily Reformation of Manners among 

‘ them, which indeed is the End of all our Endeavours.- 

‘ I am almoft amazed at the Progrels the Youth make in Read- 
‘ ing, and Writing, their own Language. All the young Men, 

‘ from 20 to 30 Years, conftantly attend School when at Home, 

‘ and willleave aFrolick rather than mifs. Sundry of them write 

‘ as good a Hand as myfelf (which wa^ fair and good)— -As. 

‘ to the Encouragement 1 have, for aught I fee yet, I muft ex- 
‘ ped my Reward in another World. I have now been here 
‘ almoft a Year and half, but have never receiv’d a Farthing 
‘ from any Body. 

‘ The Affembly voted me ‘Thirty Founds for two Years ; but 
‘ by Reafon of- 1 am not like to get it till a Governor 

* comes over -, and have no great Hope of further Encourage- 
‘ ment from them. 

‘ As for the they have allAtoed me Twenty Pounds for. 

‘ one Year : What further Encouragement they will give me, • 

* I know not. In the mean Time, 1 am at great Charges, My 

* Board is ^ a Week, which is not above half my 

‘ neceflary Expcrice.’ - ; . 

In another Letter, a little more than two Years after he had 
taken Orders, dated Albany,- nugufi 21ft 1740. he fays, 

1 am fatisfied, I fhould have much greater Succefs, if I had 
‘ (A School-MaSier sir\A- Interpreter, \ had the Satisfadion, Ihft . 

* Ldrd's-Day, to preach to a Number of the Si.'c-Nations, who 
‘ came to this Town to treat with the Governor, who alfo was 
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‘ prefent, and has taken a great : deal !of. Mns, t^r^ountenanpe 
‘, my Defign. My. Mohawk Coiiigregatbn behay d fp;well, thao 
‘ all the Auditory were exceedingly delighted- • 

‘ I affare you I have the Caule at Heart, and am well per- 
‘ fu.ided of your Zeal,i which, that it m^y .ipcreafe,. and meet 
‘ with alltimagiqable: Succefs, and Encouragement, is the earneft- 
‘'Prayer.of, .fiJ’rj’ - ' ; ' ' v.vi 

Is it not' manifea, from.thefe Things^ that Mr. difpo-. 

ver’d a noble, generous, and Chriftian Spirit, in giving himlelh 
to the Service of God among the Mohtiwks, that he might be 
an Iiillrument in the Hand of God, of reforming 8?: cbrjftianizin^ 
them } And was not .there a moft encouraging PyqfpifCt of his^ 
doing eminent Service, not only to the Souls of t^l? pcrilhing- 

People, but alfo to the Intereft ? : : i' 

.It is well known to us in this Part of the World, that the- 
Mohawks, OT Six-Nations, area Terror to, and have in grear 
Meafufe the Command of, all the Natives of Novthrjmemq.^ 
The French have therefore ufed their, ptmoft.Endeavpprq, alE 
along to engage them in their Intcreft -, .and by theii;MiffiQnanes,^ 
who are conllantly among them, they have dravvn off many of - 
them to fettle at Canada, and more or lefs, every Year, go over- 
to.ihem •„ from whom, in Time .of War with the-Erj«r^,^the- 
Briti/h Provinces in North-America, efpccially 
znd'Nrw-Hdmpfhire, fuffer 'much, it,is alfo well known, ; • c 
moft of them remain in a State of Heathenifm, and that thqC.of 
them, who pretend to.be ChrifUans, know but very- httle of the- 
Principles of Chriftianity; for tho’ Mr. Barclay did what he^ 
could, while he was among them 5 yet itiwas^ buta few of them 
that a fingle Perfon could:inftrt«a,i afld ^hat very impcdeaiy.- 
for want of an Interpreter, 1 ,j in < ..jr . i 1 .10,. vvi .i ^ ' 

- Their Gircumrtances therefore loUdiy/cs^U for the,cpmpa 91 opap> 
Help of thofe who are able to promote the Brqpagqiion. of .the> 
among therh.-^ And here I wOuld beg leave tp fay, the 
honourable. SeciAty for the Propagatiosf of the. Cofpsel , it^ fptr.eigfi . 
Par/ltHo, but of the Charity, they are feetcu^ed with,; maintain 
Mifftomrits at BsPion; Nevi-Porl.r Stratford,',wd,&rc frequently j 
fending them to other Places, where their' Earilhioncrs are welE 
ablC' honourably to fupport them, which evidences it;to 
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Fa<ft unc^ablc of Difpute,that they wanted nocAbilky toi hfelp 
thefe poor I^cathen. 


It js evident alfo from the foregoing Account, that Mr. Bar¬ 
clay, who fliew’d a noble and excellent Spirit in his Difpofuion 
to propagate the Gofpel among thefeand to whom fuch 
a wide .fppor, open’d, and who was fo well qualify’d for 
thpSpvrep, obtain’d Trom the Society but a fcanc Support for 
himrelt,ahd cbuid obtain none for a School-Majler, and Interpreter^ 
"Scsdi Charity,,osad Policy, do certainly call for the moft vigorotw 
Endeavours to propagate theGofpel among the Mohawks. ° And 
tbe Reader may:eafily judge, Whether the Society for propagating 
h foreign Parts (who have the Care .and Difpofal of 
qne pf the nobleft Charities that has ever been known) would 
not emplpy that Charity full as well, if not better, were thofe 
Suras given to fupport Miflionaries among the Mohawks, where 
the Gofpel is not known, which are given to fupport Miflionaries 
in fpme of the principalFownsyn New-England, where theGofpel 
has been faithfully preach’d ever, fincc they were„firft planted, 
,apd where thofe of the Perfuafion of theCi 5 «rr^ of England axe 
fp num.erous .apd‘wealthy, that they are well able to give their 
Mini.fters an honourable Support, without the Help of the Society 
at Home ? Whether the former would not be more agreable to 
the pious Deftgn of the Donours, as well as to the profefs'd Ends 
of the Society, than the latter ? Whether Mr. Barclay, who was 
fo heartily engag’d in' that excellent and felf-denying Service of 
propagating the Gofpel among the Mohawks, fhould -pot have 
been encourag’d by a plentiful Support from the Society, and alfo 
by the Support of a School-Mafter and Interpreter lor .his Afllft- 
ance, rather than a Miffionary at Bofipu, Newpqrj, &c I Who 
wpuld it not grieve to think, that that good Gentleman has been 
oblig’d to leave that Service for want of Encouragement, when 
there was fuch a Profpeift of his doing much Good among thofe 
perifliing Nations ? What other Reafon Mr. Barclay had for 
leaving them. I am not able to fay j but if he had no other than 
the vya^t of a fuffieient Support, an 4 of ap .Interpreter, was not 
that Reafon quite fuffieient ? For how could he anfwer iheEnds 
of his Mifhon undier fuch Djfadvantages i 
. . K z 
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, I (Mibt not but tbe honourable aft With Integrity, and 

XJprightnefs > and difpofe of the Charity in theif Hands, in a 
Manner that appears right and beft to them, according to the 
Information they have. Yer, at the fame Time, I am fully per- 
fuaded, that, if they were well acquainted with the true State of 
Things in this diftant Part of the World, they would fee juft 
Caufe to alter their Conduft. And I think the Rev. Dr. CoU 
fnan'% Sentiments very juft, as exprefs’d to his Lordfbip the 
fllfhop of London, upon this Subjeft, in a Letter of September 
13th 1753. 

‘ Were yom Lordjhip, and the pious here on theSpot, 

‘lam fure you could not think the profefledEnd of your Char- 
‘ ter, and the Defign of the Donors anfwer’d, in your fupport- 

* ing Miffionaries at Boffon, Braintree, Newbury, Stratford, Brifiol, 
‘ Salem, Groton, &c. Or if Sea-ports of great Trade, fuch as 
‘ Bofton, Newport, Marblehead, need to have Minifters of the 
‘ Church of England for the Sake of fome Inhabitants & Stran- 
‘ gers, yet arc they well able to fupport their own Wdrfhip ; 

‘ or did they want fome Affiftance, there can be ho Pretence for 
‘ it out of a Fund facred to God for fending the, Gofpel into 
‘ dark and ignorant Parts of the Earth : They ought to Be pro- 
‘ vided for fome other Way, and not by alienating a devoted 

* and confin’d Charity, vvhich were to run the Rifque of Sacri- 

* ledge and great Unfaithfulnefs-f--.’ 

If indeed the honourable Society judge it of greater Importance, 
more for the Honour of God, and the Good of Souls, more 
agreable to the Ends of their Charter, and the charitable Def)gn.s 
of the pious Donors, to convert thofe 'of the Prefbyterian, or 
Congregational Perfuafion, to the Church of England, than thofd 
poor perifhingto the Faith, then it is Tidt 

ftrange that they fhould employ the Money in their Hands as 
they at prefent do ; but upon what Grounds they fhould form 
fuch a Judgment, is not eafy to apprehend. 

But to return from this Digreflion. 

The One Hundred Poundi which Mr. Holden direfted Dr. CoL 
man to employ for the Benefit of'the Indians at Stockbridgi, Mr. 
Sergeant now propos’d to expend upon tho Females, by fup- 

porting 

f Sec Dr. Colmn'i Life, Page 141, 143. 
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porting fome of the young Women abroad \E Engiyjh 'Fa'milies, 
as the beft Way to acquaint them with the EngliJB Lang^uage 
and Manners. But when he communicated his Defign to the 
Indians, tho’ fome of them, and the Captain in parti'cular, ’lik’d 
the Propofal well ; yet others, with the atfh’cirHead, 

ftrongly oppos’d it. And tho’ Mr. SERofeANX us’d his heft Em 
deavours to perfuade them, yet all was in, vain : "fhro* the un- 
reafonable Jealoufies the Indians entertain’d, they would not edn- 
fent to it. However, Mr. Sergeant did this Summer fend 
two of themAbroad,one of which was the Captain’s eldeftDaiigh- 
ter i but they would not be content to ftay fo long as to be any 
Benefit to them. 

‘ I have ('fays Mr. S'ergeant in a Letter to Dr. Colman of 

* September' tJfXh. tygS.) fpent about EAe Pounds upon two of 

‘ our young Women, in Profecution of Mr. Holden's Defign, 
‘ but to little or no Effeft. Thro’ a childifb Fondnefs forHome, 
‘ they would noebe contented to ftay long enough where I fent 
‘ them,to obtain any Good by it. But as I have been fo great 
‘ a Sharer in Mr. Holden'% Bounty, I rhake no Account of it, 
‘ nor defire any Thing for it.- 

The Defign therefore of employing the Money for the Benefit 
of the young Women failing ; and Dr. Colman being fully acx 
quainted with Mr. Sergeant’s Necenities, gave liirn the Money 
to aflift him in' his Settlement. 

‘ If you will take the faid Hundred Pdunds (fay's Dr. Colman in 
‘ a Letter to Mr. Sergeant)' and ufe it for your prefent Set- 
‘ tlement, ydb are welcome to it, as a Deodand to the Settlc- 
‘ tlement of theGofpel, in your Settl.ement,Cornfort, & Strength.^ 
‘ in the Work before you.-^—^— Mr. Holden has not only given 

* me Leave, but eych Wills it, that I aflift you in the Work be: 
‘ fore youv Atrd if there open any Door for teaching fome Girls 
‘ in Womens Work, as was before propofed, inform me of ir, 
‘ and draw upon me before the Year is out, for Fifty, 6r even 
‘ an Hundred Pounds more, and ! will anfwer your Draught, 

* However, Siri'a'flt of the C&mmiffmers,2.% in Rcafon you'o'ughp^ 

‘ without Regard to this private Afliftance.- 

He alfdi by the honourable Efq; who vifited 

him at Stockbridge in September, receiv’d a Prefent from the Cor¬ 
poration at Home. ‘—By 
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«-By Col. (fays Mr. Sergeant) I receiv’d 0«« 

* Hundred Pound in Money ; a kind and generous Prcfent from 
the honourable Corporation in London j ior which I thank God 
‘ and them. 

About this Time, Mr. Sergeant receiv’d from Dr. Colman 
a I^egicy of 'Len Pound, left him by the,Rev. Mr. Ward, Clerkj 
lat^ Minifter of Kingljon- in New-Hamplhire (fays Dr. Colman •,} 
Minifter of Exeter lately deceas’d (fays Col. Winthrop) 

And from Time to Time Mr. Sergeant was reliev’d, by 
confiderable Prefents, from generous and well difpos’d Perfons. 
And without theHelps I have mention’d, he could not have pro¬ 
ceeded in his Settlement at Stockbridge, as every one will be fep- 
.fible,w.ho know that hisSalary was hniOneHundred&.fiftyPounds 
our Money, twenty feven Shillings and fix Pence of which was then 
equ^l to but one Ounce of Silver. Was it then poflible that he 
fhould fpare one Shilling of this fmall Sum towards the Charge 
of Building, &c ? Efpecially confiderlng he liv’d in aPlace where 
all the Necgliaries'of Life muft be purchafed at a very dearRate } 
and where his tender Heart could not but be mov’d to thieve 
the poor Indians, whofe piteous Circumftances daily, pleaded for 
them, and were enough to move a Heart much harder than his. 

It was with a very grateful Spirit, both to God and his Bene- 
faiflors, that Mr, Sergeant receiv’d thofe Donations. He 
efteem’d every Kindnefs befiow’d upon him on Account -of his 
as , a Favour from Heaven, a new Qbifigajdon , ttpon 
him to be faithful.in his Work, and a Talent for which he was 
accountable to the Lord of all^ as in his Writings,he frequently 
eXprefs’d himfelf. • - i ' 

HV alfo'yfed his beft Endeavours,to imprefsjupon.'^he. lVI|ndf 
.thea grateful Sehfe of theiKiridnefs,oLth§hv 4 fnpf^ic>- 
tors j the Account,of which feem'd very, mud) to aj^etR them. 
Arid at'theclofe of this Year they were laid under a new,Obli¬ 
gation, by a generous Gift of three Hundred Pounds iroixi the 
honourablein Part of which, was employ’d,in 

purchafihg Ploughs,; j^xes, 'Hoes, &c. to help Them in,carrying 
Oli rteif Hiilbandry. How the Reft of the Money was expend¬ 
ed, does not appear from any of the Papers heforp me ; but I 
find, by a Letter from Secretary Winthrop to Mr. SEROEANXi 
, '■. that 

Xd—( - ■ 
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that he judg’d it not beft that the hsdians fhould have the whole 
Donation at once, but that it fhou’d be gradually dealt out",to 
them as their Circumftances requir’d •, which I therefore fuppofe 
was the Method taken, and that it was from Time to Time us’d 
to their beft Advantage ; and I am inclin’d to think, that it was 
principally, if not wholly, employ’d for their Encouragement in 
Hufbandry and Building, from a PalTage in G.owtrnov Belcher's 
I.etter written to him on the Subjed't, Dec,esnber 5th 1738^ 

‘-; I have talk’d with Mr. Secretary Winthrop (fays His Ex- 

‘ cellency) of the Difpofition of theMoney come Rom the honour- 
‘ able Comply at Home,, that it may be moftly employ’d to 
.‘ promote Labour among your People, by giving them Hufbana 
‘ dry Tools, as Axes, Carts, Ploughs, &c. to.aflift in building 
‘ Englifh Houfes : To civilize them will be a good Introduiftiort 
‘ to the Chrijlianizing of them. I fhall again talk with Secre- 
‘ tary Winthrop, and others of x\\z CommiJfioners,\\iz.t thisMethod 
‘ may be put in Pradice without 'belay.”—But after all it docs 
not appear, that they ever receiv’d the whole ; ,tho’ it might.be 
fo, and Mr. Sergeant make no mention of it. 

The formerPart of ^june this Year, Ephraim Williams, 

Mr. Jofiah Jones, brought their Families to Stockbridge, and fet-, 
tied there-, being two of the four Families,.who, by 

Order of the Co«r/, were to fettle there,/qf ,Mr. Ser, 

geAnt’s Comfort & Benefit of Indians^ ' Lieutenant 
and Mr. Jofeph Woodbridge, were the' other,who came fomeTime 
after. j 

In the Year 1739, feveral of the River-Indians, wlio liv’d 
at a Diftance from Stockbridge, difeover’d an Inclination to. hear 
Mr. Sergeant ’ ppeath. Some 'came- from diftaht Parts, to 
Stockbridge icsc thad End,, ‘othefs fent for him to pteach tb them 
.at the place of their Abode. Arid Mr; SergeIant fail’d nbrof 
improving all thofe Opportunities to endeavour tbeir fpiritpal 
Gobd. - . - , ■ ‘ 

1 19th 1739. Mr. Sergeant return’d from Abroad, and 
in his Journal' fays. ' ' ■ > !. * 

‘ In <the mean 'Time (that is, while he waS abfent) there had 
* been.a Stranger here from hear xhe Highlands, nam’d Mou- 
‘ mauktiffekun, on Purpofe, as he faid, to hear me, who had been 
^ remarkably check’d in his former Courfe of Drinking. 

‘ LortCs- 
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. • 4 ’"^ ^2. Preach’d as ufuaL ■ Three Strangers 

‘o-prefent, who laid ^hcy came on Purpofe to hear me preach. 
‘,4n the E^^ening they came to fee me. I eadeavoiir d to cn- 
^ -courage them m fceking after God, and faid fome 1 hii^s to 
f,coH,firm.them;in Belit^f of the Being and Providence of God.. 

‘ M‘ay. 27th. This Week came ?wo young Men from Dm- 

♦ bury (a Town on the Weft Border of Conneffict^t) td hear be 
t preach : One faid he would come and live with us.— 

‘ June 3d. Thefe young Men were at Meeting.— 

, ‘ 7 a«i? 10th. Preach’d as ufual. Prefent feven new Hearers 
< fronv Kaunaumeek and the Neighbourhood, with Aunawwau- 
‘ mehhheek at the Head of them.—At the fame Time they told 
r me that the'Indianrof the I/land were very defirous chat I would 

* come and preach to them. 1 fent Word by /iunauwauneekbheek 

♦ that I would, God willing, be at the IJland the 23d of this 
« Inftant; . 

• ' June the 17th. Preach’d as ufual ; prefent fopie Strangers, 

‘ and. among the Reft Maumauntijfekun—who came on Purpofe 
‘ to be inftrufted in the Affairs of Religion, and feem’d to be 
‘ 'yerjf defirous of Inftruftion, and inclin’d to come & live with 
kh\sfot that End; He is a Man of fome Charadter among the 
« -‘hdt^'jh ; ‘and of a fober and thoughtful Air., The next Day 
i r.l^dd Opportunity to talk with him. I endeavour’d to Ihevy 

theNeceflity'and Importance of Religion, encourag’d him 
^ ,w.i.th Diligence and Prayer to enquire after the Truth. 
■^Vyi^^.tbie 24rh- Recording.,to their Defire, lately, ftnt by 

* ,%n^waMfitekhkeeh-, l.pr^ach’d to the- on the IJland ih 

\. ^^djijn\^j^}utu- .1 had an Auditqry of;abouc;30.in.teHigerit 
^^^ca'Ktltij.i'W.hp gave good Attpntion, and feem’d) well' pleas’ti, 
?j.efp{-p.ial),;y fonje of .them,:with my. Coming., Tkt:. IndiansAxora 

* Kaunaumeek were there. Some of the Dutch People tha< liv’d 

be,.. l^Vjpi-j.Sidt? ,invitqd-.,rne,.^p l.qdge.witln them while I 
**ff6‘uTcl rtiy, but the Indians would not cortfenc tO'.\x. -'‘AuAcm- 
yii> Particular,/faid would'.havT .meoilodge 
‘..W.ijthi'p^b on tht^JJifln 4 .i that I.mighE;pray,.with them Night 
‘ aj^) 4 ?rtdng.--rrn was ,qntQrtsb ’,4 very kbdly by the Indians, 


-I'biA * 
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* chiefly by the Care of IFeenkeefquoh, * who had provided for 
‘ my Entertainment, ‘tea, fmall & ftrong Bear, and a fat Lamb. 

* In the Evening I dcfircd them to come together to confider, 
‘ and difeourfe upon, the Affair of Religion. With them I had 
‘ a long Conference upon the Being, Perf'edlions, and Providence 
‘ of God ; the Neceffity of Revelation from him in order to 
‘ inform us in his Will; the Truth and Excellency of the 
‘ Chrijtian Religion as a Revelation from Heaven, and the like. 

‘ Some approv’d of what I faid ; but three or four fhew’d them- 
‘ felves very averfe to ChriHianity. A great many Dutch Peo- 
‘ pie were prefent at the Service, to whom I preach’d \nEnglijh : 
‘ but their Behaviour was much more diforderly than theindians. 
‘ And indeed by their Behaviour they feem’d to confider the 
‘ Lord's- Day rather as a Seafon for Frolicing, than for religious 
‘ Duties. 

‘ 26. I return’d. In the mean Time lo Indians had been 
‘ here from a Place below, called Wukhquautenauk, with a De- 
‘ fign to hear me preach, 

‘ July I. Prefent at Meeting 17 Strangers, Men Women and 
‘ Children, from Wukhquautenauk, including the 10 above men- 
‘ tion’d, who tarried all the Week paft, that they might have 
‘ Opportunity to hear me. They all came, as they faid, to 
‘ inform themfelves in the Affair of Religion. I preach’d the 
‘ fame Difeourfe I had prepar’d for, and deliver’d at the IJland. 
‘ After Service I difeours’d with them privately,perfuading them 
‘ in Favour of ChriHianity. They feem’d to think favourably 

* of it j particularly one more than the Rett. [N. B. Wuk- 
‘ quautenauk is in ConneSiicut, about 28 Miles below us.’ 

By this Account it is evident, that there appear’d about this 
Time an uncommon Defire in the neighbouring Indians to hear 
Mr. Sergeant ; but what Effed his Endeavours to ferve them 
had, any further than is to be Earn’d from the Account above, 
I am not able to fay. 

I ftiall alfo here tranferibe, from Mr. Sergeant’s Journal, 
fome Account of the Indians fending Belts of IFempum from one 
L Tribe 

• An Indian Woman who had liv’d at SttckiriJge, and kept Houfe for Ub. 

Sbugeant, and Mr. Wotdbridgt. 
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Tribe to another ; as alfo the Meffages that particularly accom- 
pany’d them, that the Reader may underftand the Intiian Cuftoms 
in fuch Calcs. 

‘ May x'nz 12. (fays Mr. Sergeant) Came hither ‘Jeremy 
‘ Aunauwauneekhbeek, lately return’d from the Sbewunoos, who 
‘ brougltc with him three BeUs and a String of kVompum^ with 
‘ the following Meffages, vix. 

‘Firft 5 e?r, 

* Brother Netohkum (which in our Dialefl fignifies my elder 

‘ Brother) don't think your Brother (or younger Brother) 

‘ has hid bimfelf fomewhert in the IVoods. I deftgn to live where 

* / am, fo long as the Lord our God (hall /pare me. As often as . 

‘ you look here, you Jhall find your Brother at Mukhauwaumuk, 

‘ at the great IJland, and at the River Spunnauweh. 

‘ Second Belt, 

‘ I tell you fometbing further. When I get up in the Morning, 

‘ I will plant my Corn ; at Noon it will be ripe, fo that I fhaii 
•* have enough to eat till Night. L’he next Morning I do the fame 
‘ agtoin, and fo from Time toTime,.as long as God Jhall give me Life 

* and Strength. 

This was deliver’d withew Half oi the Belt j with the other. 
Brother, don't hide any good Thing from me. 

* Third Belt, 

* 1 tell you fomething further (both in the dual Number in 

* Indian) Ljt us with Confultation feek that which is goad •, and 
‘ when we have found it, let us hold it feji, as long,as God our 
‘ Lord Jhall preferve our Lives. And let us always teach our 

* Children that which is good. 

‘ This Word your Brother that dwells at Mukhau waumuk, and 
‘ your Brother of the great IJland, and at the River Spunnauweh, 

‘ and your Grandfather (that is, the River Indians that live intcr- 
‘ fpers’d among the Showanoos) tellytu fo. 

‘ The String of Wompum brought an Anfwer to what our 
‘ Indians fent to them fome Time ago. 

‘ Brother, I thank you for your Word of Advice, you told me 
‘ drinking was not good. I now leave it off, and you Jhall not find 
‘ your Brother drunk again. 


The 
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‘ The Mcffenger added, that they adlually had made a Law 
< againft buying any Rum of the Traders, and had broken fome 
, Cags in which they had brought it to them, and fpilt the Rum. 

‘ January 20th 1739,40. Preach’d to a large Auditory, con- 
‘ filling of many Strangers, who were gather’d together here 
‘ with a Defign to promote, and confirm, a League of Neutra- 
‘ lity among the feveral Tribes of Indians in North-America, in 
‘ Cafe there fhould be a War between England & France, which 
‘ was then expedfed. TK\%Tribe had, about two Months before, 

‘ receiv’d a Meffage, which then came direftly from the Scatte- 
‘ kooks, which imported that the French znd Englijh Mohawks 
‘ had already confented to Hand Neuter. And this Tribe were 
‘ now defir’d to come into the Projeftion. They therefore pre- 
‘ par’d three Belts of Wompum, with diftinif Meffages to each. 

‘ Two of the Belts were to be fent to a Tribe of Eaftern Indians, 

‘ that live at a Place they call Wtanfiekaunhiukko. The thircl 
‘ to a Tribe ftill further Eaftward, at a Place they call Naunau- 
‘ choQwuk, (the fame I luppofc which is generally in New- 
‘ England, call’d Norridgewock.) It will perhaps be thought an 
‘ excufeable Digrcffion to infert thofe Speeches in this Journal. 

‘ With the firft Belt they fay, 

‘ Brother, We have always liv'd in JlriA Alliance with you by 
‘ Leagues of Friendjhip, long ago enter’d into by our fore Fathers -, 
‘ and we have been wont from Time to Time to confult together 
‘ what is beji to be done, and to communicate our Determinations 
‘ one to another : We therefore depend upon it you will be willing 

* to hear us, becauft we have been always Friends. 

‘ Second Belt, 

* Brother at Wtanfhckaunhtukko. By this we may know we 

* are Brethren, becaufe we have one Father in Heaven, the Lord of 
‘ all. Let us have a tender Regard to our Families. The white 
‘ People, with whom we refpeSiively live in Alliance, are about to 
‘ enter into a War. We only defiroy ourfelves by medVtngwilb 
‘ their Wars. They are great and firong, and reach to the Clouds. 

‘ Let us fit and look on when they engage. Don't let any of your 
‘ People ojfift in their Wars. And while they fight, let us fit and 
‘ fmoke together, . 

L 2 ‘ Therefore 
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« nerefore three of your Brethren fend you this Mejfage, from 

• the Highlands, Monhekun, and Scattekook. 

‘ 1 hiid Belc, 

' Naunauchoowuk. nough you had begun a War 

• with the Englifh, jca would regard us, if we jhould deftre you to 
‘ leave off. You will without Doubt not intermeddle if we injiji 
‘ upon it. May be, the Englifh think the Indians prevent their 
‘ conquering their Enemies, the French therefore let us fit and 

• fnoke together, and fee who will be Conquerers.' 

A very juft and rational Scheme this, and, had it fucceeded, 
would have been much to the Advantage of the Indians, as well 
as to us. But there is little or no Profped of fuch a Neutrality 
taking Place, fo long as the French have fuch ao Afcendent over 
many of them. 

Though the Indians had, for fome Years paft, improved the 
interval ‘Land at Stockbridge -, yet it was not divided to them, 
that every one might know and improve his own Property, till 
this Year. In May Seffion of the General Court, the Indians pre- 
fer’d a Petition to the Jfembly, that it might be done ; and they 
accordingly appointed Col. Stoddard, and Ephraim Williams, Efqj 
to divide the Land to them j which they did to the Satisfaftion 
of the Indians. 

Au^ufi 16. Mr. Sergeant was married to Mrs. Abigail 
Williams, eldeft Daughter of Ephraim Williams, Efq; lately fet¬ 
tled at Stockbridge, a Gentlewoman whom he tenderly lov’d, and 
juftly efteem’d as one of Heaven’s greateft Bleffings ; of which 
(in a Letter to Dr. Colman) he fpeaks as follows. 

‘ You will forgive me. Sir, if I think that moft ingenious 

* Woman-is not the fmallcft Gift of divine Bounty, that I 

* have receiv’d, fince I undertook a Life tho’t to be fo felf- 

* denying. The more tenderly I love her, the more thankful 
‘ I am to Heaven, who has form’d her as if on Purpofe for me, 

* and given her to me, as if, (like the Father of Mankind) he 
‘ tho’t it not good for me to be here alone And in her he took 
the greateft Satisfaftion the Remainder of his Days. 

But to return. 

The Gifts Mr. Sergeant this Year receiv’d were no fmall 
Help to him, in defreying the neccITary Charges of a Family. 

June 
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June the 17th he writes. ‘ This Week I receiv’d/c«r Pounds 
fifteen Shillings from an unknown Gentleman in England. 

‘ June 26th. This Week by Capt. Williams I receiv’d from 
‘ the Rev. Dr. Colman, of Mr. Holden'% Charity, twenty Pounds, 

Mr. Woodbridge alfo the fame Sum. 

‘ Dr. Colman had been inform’d thatMr. Sergeant was about 

Marrying, and therefore fays to him in a Letter of June ift ; 

‘ As I k° ow theExpence ot fettling yourfelf in a Dwelling,&c. 

‘ fo it lies with you. Sir, now to command, as, and when you 
‘ pleafe. The Refidue of the Money for the current Year is in 
‘ Col. Winthrop's Hands. At the fame Time I do now fend 
‘ forty Pounds, twenty for yourfelf, and twenty for Mr. Woodbridge, 

‘ by the Hand of Ephraim Williams, Efq-, your worthy Neigh- 
‘ bour, out of the Money of the honourable Holden, Efq; 

‘ of London, in my Hands. And it is his Pleafure, I ftould 
‘ aflift you in the Service you are labouring in. And if you 
‘ have Need of further Affiftance this Year, iox yourfelf, or Mr. 
‘ Woodbridge, be not backward, but timely in letting me know 
‘ of it; and your Draught fhall be anfwer’d to the Sum of an 
‘ Hundred Pounds. 

In anfwcr to which,Mr. Sergeant wrote July 17. as-follows. 

._Your Offer of Affiftance to me, and Mr. Woodbridge, 

‘ from Mr. Money, is exceeding kind ; tht forty Pounds 

‘ Capt. Williams brought us was very welcome. The Expenee 
‘ of fettling ourfelves is indeed very great. You are fenfible the 
‘ Value of Bills is fallen confiderable fince our Salaries were 
‘ granted. And tho’ we are not in Circumfiances of diftreffing 
‘ Want, yet fuch Affiftance as you offer would be very accep- 
‘ table. I covet not Wealth -, but would gladly live as free as 
‘ poflible from the perplexing Cares ot Lite, that I may attend 
‘ the proper Bufinefs of my Calling without Diftraftion, which 
‘ truly requires the moft prudent and diligent Application. 

Accordmgly, in a Letter to Mr. Sergeant of November 10. 

the Dodlor writes. . , n j r x/r 

‘ I prefent to You and Mr. Woodbridge, eighty Pounds oi Mr. 
‘ Holden's Money,;?//;- Pounds for you, and thirtyPounds ioxMr. 

‘ Woodbridge. -If your Salary will not anfwer for theSupport 

‘ of yourFamily, you muft- tell the Commijfioners fo by 
‘ tary Winthrop. 
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* You need not let them know the AlTiftance added by me ; 
‘ that is but an occafional Thing. You ought to have a Sup- 

* port from the Cotnmijjioners -What I’ve done for you and 

‘ Mr. fVoodbridge has hitherto pleas’d Mr. Holden well, and he 
‘ adds his Prayeis for you in every Letter, and has, I doubt not, 
‘ your conftant Thaiikfgivingto God for him,and Supplications 
‘ on his Behalf, as he earneftly defires.'- 

It was with a humble and grateful Spirit that Mr. Sergeant 
receiv’d thefe Donations. In his Letter to the BoHor, of July 
17th he fays. 

‘ In every Letter you write, I fee more of your native Good- 

* nefs, and the Power of divine Grace, which has made you fo 
‘ great a Bleffing -, and may it long continue you fuch. I blulh 

* to think how little I deferve the good Opinion you are pleas’d 
‘ to entertain of me ; and how unworthy I am of the divine 

* Bounty, and repeated Benefadlions of Men oi Charity, Partak- 
‘ ers of the divine Nature. Pray for me that I may haveGrace 

* faithfully to ufe the Talents committed to my Truft. 

In another Letter of December 26th. ‘ I receiv’d_the 

‘ Pounds you was pleas’d to prefent me with, out of Mr. 

* Holden'% Bounty, for which I am molt thankful to God, to you, 

* and to that worthyGcntleman.whofePraife is in all theChurches! 

* Your Letter is fo full of Kindnefs it almofl- confounds me. 

* I blufh to confider how little I delerve the leaft of all that 
‘ Goodnefs God is pleas’d to bellow upon me, thro’ the Hands 
‘ of his Servants. May ten Thoufand Bleffings, from theFoun- 
‘ tain of Life and Joy, crown the Heads of my Benefadors ! 
‘ And may I have Grace given me to improve every I'alent to 
‘ the Glory of my Lord and Mafter ! 

The Meeting-Houfe, built for the Indians, at the Charge of the 
Province, was now fo far compleated, that on November 2^th 
(which was a Day of puhlick Thankfgiving through the Province) 
the Inhabitants met, and attended the publick Worlhip in it. 

The Indians being much addided to Drunkennejs render’d it 
necelTary, that Mr. Serceamt, and others concern’d for their 
Good, fhould ufe all prudent and proper Meafures to prevent 
their running into Excefs. Accordingly they mov’d to the In¬ 
dians, to rcltrain ihofe among themlelves, who were wont to 

make 
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make Gain by bringing Rum into the Place, and felling it to 
others ; which the well difpofed Indians freely came into ; 
and agreed upon a Penalty of Forty Pounds Tork Money 
to be laid upon thofe who fliould do it. Thofe alfo who kept 
Taverns in neighbouring Places, and had fold Drink to fuch 
Indians as were given to Excefs, they reprov’d, and endeavour’d 
to dilTuade them from a Pradice which prov’d fo hurtful to the 
Indians. But fome evil-minded Perfons,among the Englijh 
Dutch, made a Handle of thofe Things to difguft the Indians ; 
telling them, that this was an unreafonable Incroachment upon 
their Liberty j that thofe who abridg’d them of the Liberty of 
ufing Drink, would by and by incroach upon their other Liber¬ 
ties •, that they, were us’d worfe than Slaves-, that they were 
treated as if they were Dogs, and the like. By thefe Infinuations 
the Indians (who are as fond of Liberty, as of ftrong Drink) 
were much difturb’d, and feme of them went into great Degrees 
of Excefs •, and New-Year’s Day being at Hand, which the 
Dutch frequently honour by being Drunk upon it, by whole 
Example the Indians were eafily led into the Pradice, Mr. Ser¬ 
geant was greatly concern’d, left it fhould be a Day of great 
Diforder with them ; to prevent which he took a very prudent 
Methodi which I ftiall give in his own Words. 

‘ December 3pth 1739. Preach’d as ufual, and propos’d to 
‘ have an Exercife of publick Worfhip on New-Year’s Day,now 
‘ at Hand : for I fuppofed the Indians defign’d to have a great 
‘ Frolick on that Occafion, after the Manner of the in the 
‘ neighbouring Government, whole Example they are very apt 
‘ to follow : And I thought to have a publick Exercife on that 
‘ Day>tbe moft likely Method to prevent fuch Excefs ; whidi 
‘ accordingly fucceeded. For on thatDay (January the iftj the 
* Indians were univerfally at Meeting, and there was no Drinking 
‘ at all, tho’ there was plenty of Rum in the Town. Which 
was a rare Iriftance of Moderation at that Scafon. 

Tho’ there were fome difordcrly Perfons among the Indians, 
who were too free withllrong Drink, yet this was what the grea¬ 
ter Part of them lamented, and they ftill, in the general, conti¬ 
nued to behave well. 

Their Number at from Time to Time increas’d, 

by the Addition of new Families from Abroad ; fo that from 

about 
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about 50, the Number when Mr. Sergeant went among them, 
they were now increas’d to 120. 

Mr Sergeant in his Journal of March 27th 1740. fays, 

* The whole Number of Inhabitants is 120. Our Number 
‘ is increas’d by the Addition of new Families, but reckoning by 
‘ Births and Deaths the Number is fomewhat leffen’d ; which 
‘ has one Year with another been theCale ever fince I have been 
‘ acquainted with thefe Indians’ 

Tkis perhaps is the Cafe of the Indians in general, who live 
bordering upon, and among the Englilh. Their Numbers do not 
increafe, but in fome Places they are diminiih’d &.come almoft 
to Nothing. For which divers Realons may be alTi^gn d, 
viz. Their Intemperance. They are fo often Drunk, bothMen 
and Women, that it is doubtlefs ruinous to the Conftitutions 
both of Parents and Children.—Their great Irregularity in Diet, 
may be another Reafon for they frequently go without eating 
any Thing two or three Days, and when' they come again where 
it is to be had, they eat an immoderate Quantity, fet no Bounds 
to their Appetite, but croud down whatever they can.—Again, 
"When they arc fick, they take little or no Care of themfelves, or 
of one another •, for fo long as the fick Perfon can ftand and 
walk, he goes out of Doors upon all Occafions, be it Rain or 
Snow, or whatever the Weather is, and whatever Diftemper 
he is exercis’d with. And in the mean Time they make ufe 
of few, or no Means to help the Sick. It is aWonder therefore 
that they be not all fick, and that any recover when they are fo! 

In a Letter of September 8th Dr. Caiman inform’d Mr. Ser¬ 
geant of the Death of the honourable Samuel Holden of London, 
and adds. ‘ So that Spring of your Comfort and Support, is 
‘ cut off. Blefl'ed be God that it run fo long, and fo fully !’ 
But yet the Doblcr once more afiifted Mr. Sergeant and^Mr. 
Woodbridge, by fending them fome Thing of what remain’d of 
that Gentleman’s Money. In a Letter of December 20th he fays. 

‘ What I am able to do at prefent, is, to deliver into Mr- 
‘ Brown’s Hands, twenty Pounds of Mx.Holden’s Money for you. 
‘ and tenPounds for Mr. tVoodbridge.’ TheReceipt of which Mr- 
Sergeant acknowledg’d in a Letter of March 17th following- 

! 
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‘ By Mr. Brown, I receiv’d your obliging Letter, with the 
< Money and Books you fent. My Obligations to you increafe, 
‘ and my Gratitude, I hope, in'fome Proportion : But God for- 
‘ bid that I fhould forget the Fountain of Good from whence 
‘ every Stream flows 1 My Heart and Eye, I truff, are to him 
‘ who has put it into your Power and Heart to help me. 

‘ The Funeral Sermon on Mr. Holden’s Death, is excellent, 
‘ which I read with great Pleafure. f How happy for, and be- 
‘ neficial to the World, are fuch large Improvements in Grace ? 
‘ How honourable to Religion and the glorious Author of our 
‘ Salvation I May many fuch Ibining Examples of Piety and 
‘ Vertuc appear in the World, to inftruft the ignorant, to re- 
‘ prove the vicious, and to encourage theHearts of the faithful.’ 

The Lieutenant’s Wife, of whom Mr. Sergeant has divers 
Times fpoken, as a valuable & virtuous Woman, died July 14. 

‘ 3. comfortable Hope {Jz.ys Mr. Sergeant) of eternal 

‘ Life ; fpending her laft Moments in exhorting her Hufband 
‘ and Children to Godlinefs.’ And wben Mr. Sergeant vifired 
her a few Days before her Death, and at her Defire pray’d with 
her -, flie told him fhe was content to die, hoping by thatMeans 
to be free from Sin, which was now her Burden ; and if her Life 
was lengthen’d out, it was likely, thro’ Temptation, fire fhould 
be prevail’d upon to commit more Sin. 

The Captain’s Wife alfo, whom Mr. Sergeant efteem’d a 
pious Woman, died the March following of a Confumption. 

‘ March the 29th. This Evening (fays Mr. Sergeant) died 
‘ Kunkapot’s Wife, having enjoyed, all along in her Sicknefs, a 
‘ good Hope thro’ Grace of a happy Eternity.’ 

In the foremention’d Letter of March 14th 1741. Mr. Ser¬ 
geant firfl propos’d to Dr. Colman, his Thoughts of fetting up a 
Charity-Houfe, afterwards call’d a Boarding-School, for the Edu¬ 
cation of Children in Labour and Induflry, as well as Learning. 
Experience taught him that the Indian Cuftoms and Way of 
Living, were great Impediments to the Progrefs of Chriftianity 
among them, and their behaving agreable to tfieir Profeflion : 
for theMcn live an idle & indolent Life, which is very unfriendly 
to Religion •, it being their Cuflom for the Women to do all the 
M Work, 

-f- Dr. Ce/mos’s Funeral-Sermon on the Death of Mr. Htlden, preach’d before 
the General rljjfembly, and printed at their Defire, and by their Order. 
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Work as getting Wood, Planting, Howing, &c. The Men ge- 
wrallv’ ellim i?a Shame for .hem .0 follow any Mir Bofmefs 
Tfl, if hum,g. Hence the Women cannot, .f they wo..Id, 
be acquainted with Houfewifry, being oblig d to carry on all the 
Bufinefs eibroad. Mr. Sergeant’s Dehgn therelore was better 
to regulate their Conduft in that Refpeft, by taking their Chil¬ 
dren, when young, and training up, both Sexes, inBufinefs proper 
for them, that w°hen they fhould be grown up, .‘^ey might be 
both able and willing to provide for themfelves m a Way of 
licence and Induftry, which would in great Meafure free them 
from many of thofeTemptations, by which they are now mfnar d j 
and enable them to make a much better P.gurc than they now 
do, or can do, while they continue entire aggers to all the 
Arts of Induftry and good Living, and indulge themfelves in 

^‘^‘'"T'have (fays Mr. Sergeant to the Bo&or) entertain’d 
‘ Thoughts (and they have made a ftrongimpreffion on my Mind| 

‘ of attempting to fet up a Charity-Houfe, for the Inftruaion ^ot 
‘ our IndiM Children, both Boys and Girls, in Bufinefs and In- 
‘ duftry, as well as in Reading, and Writing, and the Matters 
‘ of Relicion. Whether the Motion be from God, Time will 
‘ make m°ore manifeft. I fhould be glad of your Opinion of 

* the Thino-. This I believe Mr. Hollis expeded would be the 
. End of h?s noble Beginning. The Defign, I am certain is 
‘ cood -, whether it be fcafible, you may be a better Judge than 

* T. It is what I have tho’t of for a long Time ; but fuppos d 
‘ the Jcaloufies of the Indians would be a Bar in the Way •, but 
‘ hop’d that Difficulties of that Nature would vaniffi withTime. 
‘ I have kept the Defign to myfelf, nor have I ever mention d u 
‘ to any of the Indians. It may perhaps now be Time to adt 
‘ upon it. I doubt not but I can procure a good Accommoda- 
« tion of Land for fuch a Purpofe. The Charge I know would 
« be confideiablc -, but after a While it is to be hop’d, with the 

* Blcffino- of God, they may be able to maintain themfelves, at 

* lead: ii?<^reat Meafure. If I ffiould attempt fuch a Thing, I 
‘ pray God fpare your Life to affift in it, by your Advice, 

* Prayers, and Influence with your Correfpondents Abroad ; and 

‘ 10 introduce me into their Acquaintance.-’ 

Dr. 
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Dr. Caiman feems to receive thePropofal witli fome Surprize, 
yet blefles it •, and I hope a Eleffing is in it, and pray God it may 
attend it : tho’ at prefent it wants Encouragement. 

The DoHor in a Letter of April 4th replies, 

-Dear Sir, What mean you by your projedled Charity- 

‘ Houfe ? The God of Frankius lead and animate you, own and 
‘ fuccced you. I ffiou’d wiffi to live to affift in it by the Will 
‘ of God. But it needs not at all my living to help it. If the 
‘ Motion be of God, he will find Hands. He makes Hearts, 
‘ forms Purpofes in them, and means to execute them. As 
‘ Nathan faid to David, fo I am willing to encourage you to 
‘ hope, God is with you. We muft not be fudden neither ; wc 
‘ may projeft what others may execute. A good Motion (fay 
‘ they) feldom dies inParliament •, and flrall it inProvidence ?—’ 

But I muft leave this Affair, for the prefenr, to attend Mr- 
Sergeant in a long Journey of about 220 Miles, to Sufquahan- 
nah-River, where he went with a Defign to open the Way for 
a Million to the Shonawoes Indians, fo call’d, who live upon that 
River, in Penjylvania Government, and about 50 Miles from 
any Englijh Inhabitants. 

But bccaufe I find the beftAccount of Mr. Sergeant’s Pro¬ 
ceedings in this Journey, given in a Letter, to George Drummond, 
Efq; of Edinburgh, Prejident of the Committee of Directors, for 
the Society for propagating Chriftian Knowledge, I fhall firft here 
infert a Letter from Mr, Drummond to Mr. Sergeant, and then 
give his Anfwer, in which the Account of his Journey is con¬ 
tain’d. Mr. Drummond's is as follows. 

Reverend Sir, 

‘ In the Courfe bf Correfpondcnce, with a View to fee if the 
‘ Society for propagating Chriftian Knowledge could be any Way 
‘ ufeful, in fending the glorious and everlafting Gofpcl among 
‘ the Indians, among whom Satan’s Kingdom has remain’d fo 
‘ long undifturb’d, we have heard with great Pleafure of the 
‘ unwearied Pains you take in Labours of this Kind, in which 
‘ our common Lord is pleas’d to honour you with great Suc- 
‘ cefs. We defire to blefs him for it, and to offer up ourPrayeri 
* for the Continuance of his Prefence with you, and for the Lke- 
t fervation gf fo ufeful a Life. 

M * ‘I 
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‘ I have the Command of the Societfs Committee of DireiiorSy 

* as their Preftdent f(;r the Time, heartily to congratulate you 
‘ on this Account, and to exprefs the Satisfaftion they have in 
‘ the Profpea; of the Help you generouQy offer to give the 

* Miffionaries we purpofc to fettle for the forwarding that good 
‘ Work. The Rev. Mr. Dickmfon, and Mr. Pemberl'Sn, giye it 

* as their Opinion, that Forty Pound'Sterling per Annum is the 

* leaft fuch Gentleman can fubfift on. The Committee tranfmit 
‘ this Propofal to the general Meeting, which meets next 

* Month, with their unanimous Opinion that it fhould be gone 
‘ into } and we hope the Society will agree to the employing of 

Eighty Pound per Annum tor the Support of two Miffiomries 
‘ in your Parts. We have defir’d the Gentlemen to fend us .a 

* Lift of proper Perfons to correfpond with us on the Subjedt of 

* this Miffion ; to be authoriz’d properly by the Society for that 
‘ End. But 1 am particularly order’d, by the Directors, to in- 
*• treat you will favour us with a particular Correfpondence with 

yourfelf, which be pleas’d to commence with an Account of 
‘ what Advances Chriftianity has made among the Indians 

* hitherto, and to continue the Hiftory from T ime to 1 ime. 

‘ Ttie more particular you are, it will be the more obliging. If 
‘ you pleafe to addrefs.your Letters to me, I will lay them be- 
‘ tore the; Committee. I am with great EJieem, 

Reverend Sir^ 

Edifl-burgb;, Pour moji. obedient humble Servant, 

Feb. 9th 174.0.. George Drummond. 

To the foregoing Letter, the tollowingis Mr. Sergeant’s 
Anfwer, 

Sir, 

‘ Your Favour oi February 9th came to Hand a few Days ago, 

‘ which has laid me under Gbligations to Tou, and the honour- 

* able o.f for the kind'and undeferv’d good 

‘ Opinion you are pleas’d to entertain of me, & for yourPrayers 

‘ ("which I highly value) offer’d on my Behalf, to the God of" 
‘ all Grace, 1 afk your continu’d Prayers for me, that I may" 

* have Grace to be found faithful and fuccefsful, in promoting" 
‘ the Kingdom of our glorious Lord, who has honour’d me 

‘ with fo great and important a Truft, as that of Preaching the 

‘ cverlafting 
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‘ everlafting Gofpel, where his Name has not been known ; and 
‘ in which, thro’ the Grace of God, I’ve Reafon to hope my 
‘ Labour has not been altogether in vain. 

‘ 1 here appears to me a fair Profpedl of a happy Miffion to 
‘ a rribe of Indians in ftridf Alliance with ours, known by the 
‘ Name of the Shoivanoos, living in the Province of Penfylvania, 
‘ about 220 Miles diftant from us ■, to whom our Indians have 
‘ recommended the Chriftian Religion ; but as yet have receiv’d 
‘ no direft and particular Anfwer : Only they have heard, that 
‘ what they fent occafion’d much Talk among them ; and that 
‘ fome propos’d the fending of two or three of their Children 
‘ here, to be inftruded in Chriftianity, in order to teach them. 

‘ It was of thefe Indians, I fpake to the Rev. Mr. Dickinfon 
‘ laft Fall ; letting him know, that I defign’d, by the Favour of 
‘ divine Providence, to make them a Vifit, and to endeavour to 
‘ open the Way for the gtorious Gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift 
‘ among them •, and deftr’d his Intereft and the Rev. Mr. Pem- 
‘ bertan’s witfi your honourable for the Support of fuch 

‘ Miffion, if God fhould open the Door for it. 

And now I thank God, and you, into whofe Heart he has 
‘ put it, to contribute to this charitable Defign ; which I pray 
‘ God in his infinite Mercy to fucceed, to the Glory of his Name 
‘ among the Gentiles, and to the Honour of his Son, who is made 
‘ Head ever all Fhings to the Church. 

‘ Forty Pounds Sterling is indeed the leaft a Gentleman em- 
‘ ploy’d in fuch Service can expeeft. It is very neceffaryUnder- 
‘ takings of this Nature fhould be well fupported, that the 
‘ Miffionary may have no other Concern, than to attend the 
‘ Bufinefs of his Miffion, in which he will find he has Work 
‘ enough to do, and muft put on Refolution not to be fhaken 
‘ by fm'all Oppofition. I intend (God willing) before Winter 
‘ to make my propos’d Vifit to Indians, after which I may 
‘ be able to give you a more particular Account. But now 
‘ proceed, according to your Defire, to give a Hiftory of the 
‘ Advances Chriftianity has made among us. 

The Hiflorical Account here fpoken of,Mr. Sergeant fent to 
the honourable ■ Society in Scotland, but had no Time to take a 
Copy of it, as he inform’d the Rev. Mr. Pemberton of New-Tork 
to whom he fent it, to be tranfmitted to Great-Britain, Had a 

Copy 
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Copy of it been kept, it would have been a very great Help to 
me in compofing this Work ; for Mr. from his own 

Papers, Memory, &c. doubtlefs, was able to give a much better 
Account of Things than 1 can poffibly do, from the few Papers 
before me : and without Doubt he gave a very juft and corredl 
Account of what pafs’d irom the Beginning' of his Miflion to 
that Time. After his Hiftory he goes on to fay, 

‘ Thus, Sir, I have given an Account of the Progrefs Chrif- 
‘ tianity has made here, with fome general Account of our pre- 
‘ fent State of Affairs. I began to write prefently after I re- 

* ceiv’d your Letter in July laft, and defign’d to have prepar’d 
‘ the Anfwer to yours, and fent it before Winter; but the afftic- 
‘ ted Circumftances of my Family prevented me then, and by 
‘ one Interruption & another, I have not been able tofinifh it till 
‘ now. I have been fo particular, that, perhaps, I fliall be 

* thought tedious. In this Point I hope your Candour will ex- 

* cufe me. I have omitted a great many Particulars. 

‘ You will cafily perceive, in the Perufal of this Journal, that 

* the Indians arc a very difficult People to deal with ; whoever 

* undertakes to have much to do with them, had need to fortify 
‘ himfelf with an obftinate Patience, Oppofition I always ex- 
‘ peiftcd, but met with it in Inftances where I dreamt not of it, 

‘ and lead expefted it. The Devil has always his Temptations 
‘ and Inftruments to promote his Caufe. A Number we have, 

‘ I hope, that are truly converted. ; 

‘ Our Affairs are now in a good and flourifhing State, confi- 

* dering the Oppofition the Goipel has met with, efpecially irom 

* fome profefled Chriftians ; 1 think, the Progrefs it has made 

* has been extraordinary. May God own his Work and blefs it. 

‘ I purpofe, by the Favour of God, fome Time next Month 

* to make my Vifit to the Sbowanoos. What I meet with among 
» them I will tranfmit you an Account of. Let me have the 

* BlefTing of your Prayers, that, however unworthy, I may be 

* made an Inftrument of promoting the Kingdom and Glory of 

* our blelTed Lord. And may God crown all your pious and 

* charitable Defigns with happy Succefs, and you finally with 
‘ immortal Glory. And grant me theHonour of being reputed, 

Stockbridge, Sir, Tour mojl obedient, 

April iiifl. Humble Servant, 

. ) JOHN SERGEANT. 
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Mr. Sergeamt, according to his Purpofe, fet out on his 
Journey, accompanied by fome of his Indians, to the Shewanoas, 
May the 26th. June 3d he arrived at SaJ'quahannab. June yth 
he preach’d to the Indians living on Delaware-River, as he re¬ 
turn’d from Safquabannah. And June 20th he got Home. 

Thefe brief Hints he has given in his Journal; and in a 
Letter of June 23d to George Drummond, Efq-, he gives the fol¬ 
lowing more large Account. 

Stockbridge, June z^d 1741. 

Sir, 

‘ I am juft return’d from where according to 

‘ my Defign, I have been,in order to open the Way for the Pro- 
‘ pagation of the Gofpel among the Sbowanoos : il found the 
‘ Place about 220 Miles diftant from us, about 50 from any 
‘ Engli/h Inhabitants, and the Road to it exceeding difficult. 

‘ The Mefiage we carried was this, 

‘ Brother, wbo have feen fo many Mornings here at Mukhhau^- 
‘ waumuk, you live in Friendjhip with our Grandfather, our League 
‘ reaches as far as the great Iffand,a«i the Rwer Auwukfauntuguh, 
‘ The Reafon of my coming, is, becaufe I diflike our IVay of living ; 
‘ our Father above does not approve of it, we weary out his Patience. 

‘ Tou always Hand in the Prefence of our Father, and he would 

* have hisChildren turn about to him. I am come to turnyou to him. 

If you pity your Body C? Soul, you will receive the Chriftian Reli- 

‘ gion. It is always the Priviledge of an elder Brother to teach his 
‘ younger Brother, if he knows any Thing that is Good. If bis Bro- 
‘ ther be loft, he will tell him. This is the Way to Life. 

‘ The enlightening of the Eyes is in the Chriftian Religion. Tou 
‘ will fome Time come to know that we have been loft. Tou will 
‘ fee what it is to live in Heathenifm, if your Eyes are open'd. In 
‘ the End of the World you will fee a Good prepar'd if you embrace 
‘ the Chriftian Religion in Truth -, and if you believe it not, you 
‘ will fee a Punijhment provided. Formerly our Fore-Fathers us'd 
‘ to fend Mejfages to one another, but their Speeches were Nothing. 
‘ They were wont in the Conclufton of their Speeches to fay, now I 
‘ fee the Sun at Noon you Jhall always fee clearly ; you Jhall fee 
‘ Nothing amifs : But thefe Things which they fpake in Darknefs 

* were Nothing. The only true Light which enlightens the Eyes, 
‘ is the Chriftian Religion. 

J Bretbeit, 
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« Brother, this is our teacher we have brought him with us, 

« thinking perhaps he may open your Eyes a little, that you may fee 
‘ the tVay to eternal Life. We wijh you would hear him. He is 
‘ our elder Brother. 

‘ Lhis Meffage your Brother at Mauhekiin fends you : He likes 
‘ the Chriftian Religion. 

‘ It muft be noted that the Showantos call our Indians their 
‘ elder Brother, and ours call them their younger Brother. 

‘ When we had deliver’d this they retir’d a litile 

‘ While, and then brought in their Anfwer ; which was to this 
‘ Purpoie. 

‘ It is true, we have one Father above, and we are always tn hts 

* Prefence. ‘The Indians have one Way of honouring and pleafing 
‘ him, and the White People have another -, both are acceptable to 
‘ Him. I am glad to hear from my Brother, and to cultivate 
‘ Friendfloip with him. He fhall always find me here if he has any 

Meffage to fend : But Chriftianity need not be the Bond of Union 

* between us. for your Teacher I cannot underfiand him. If 
‘ I could underfiand him, it might be well to bear him ■, but he 
‘ fpeaks in an unknown Tongue. 

‘ It was eafy to fee, by this Anfwer, they had no Mind to 

* receive Chriftianity. However, I defir’d them to hear fome- 
‘ thing I had to fay, and they agreed it fhould be then imme* 

» diatdy. I went out about half an Hour to prepare my In- 
*• terpreter, by reading my Difcourfc to him. When I came in 

* again, I found many of them difpers’d, and while I was fpeak- 

* ing their Chief went out. They gave no ferious Attention at 
‘ all to what I faid. When I had done, they prefently fell to 

* talking, and reproaching Chriftianity 5 and ftiew’d an utter 

* Avcrfion to it. I would have enter’d into aDebate with them, 
‘ and endeavour’d to remove their Prejudices,and anfwer’d their 

* Objeftions ; but they would hear Nothing of the Matter. I 

* found they had ftrong and invincible Prejudices againft Chrif- 

* tianity,at leaft theProteftantReligion •, deriv’d, it ftiou’dfeem, 

* from the French, and confirm’d by their own Obfervation of 
the Behaviour of that vile Sort of Men the Traders, that go 

‘ among them •, for they faid (which I believe is an unhappy 
‘ and reproachful Truth) that they would lie,cheat, and debauch 

* their Women, and even their Wives, if their Hulbands were 

‘ not 
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• not at Home. Tliey were ‘ further prejudic'd .againft Chrip 

tianity from the inhofpitable Treatment tliey had fometimei 
‘ met with from thole who call themfelves Chriftians. They 
faid-the Smnicas fa Tribe of Indians much under the Influence 
‘ of the:/'Vevf)&) gave them their Country where tliey now lives, 
‘ but charg’d them withal never to receive Chriftianity from 11$/^ 
‘ The French fpread tlieir Influence far and wide, and indeed' 
‘ I believe (which I was not lb much aware of before this Jour- 
‘ ney) that they have fcatter’d their Poilbn among all the Indians 
‘ of North-Jmerica, and have .been the Means of ftking up that 
‘ Jealoufyand Sufpicion among our Indians, which has mado, 
‘ us fo much.-Difficuky in dealing with them : for they tell them 
‘ that theDcfign of Engli/h is to inflave, and then todeftrpy 
‘ them, under the Pretence of making them Chriftians. By 
‘ thefe ftrong Prejudices, I found them fo averfe to t heReceptioa 
‘ of Chriftianity, that I wae difcouragld.in the Attempt, and fa 
‘ left them,.,.pi!tying their Ignorance, and praying God to open 
‘ their Eyes. 

‘ When I returned to Delaware, I got the Indians inhabiting 
‘ therc,together,-and .preach’d to them in ourDialedb.which they 
‘ could underftand without an Intcrpratcr. They were about ?o 
‘ InNumber to hear me, who gavc a very diligent Attention,-and 
‘ feem’d to be mov’d, had no Objedfions to make, but were de- 
‘ firous of further Inftrudbion. I preached to them twice. The 
‘ whole Tribe is about +00 in Number •, but is much difpers’d, 

‘ having no Accommodation of Land-, but I have engaged fome 
‘ Gentlemen to endeavour ,co provide for them in that Relpeift,: 

‘ which, if it can be efFc 61 ed,to their Satisfadion, there is a hopc- 
‘ ful Profped of a fuccefsful Miflion among them. I have drawn 
‘ out a Journal containing a particular Account of thePrqpaga- 
‘ tion of Chriftianity among us, which I have fent to the Rev. 

‘ Mr. Pjemberton, to tranfmit to you, which ! hope will go fafe. 

Sir, 1 am your mofi obedient, &c. 
JOHN SERGEANT. 
To George Drummond, Efqt ^ 

at Edinburgh. yy 

A generous apd charitable Spirit Mr. Sbrg«ant difeover’d 
in this Vifit to the Showanaos ; a tedious Journey it was, and 
muft of Ncctffity'bc -df confi'dcrablc 'Expencc to him •, and his 
N Reward 
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lie^vard h doubdeft ^vl^h God -, the* that 
ther'd. t But from Men he receiv’d not any Thing as a Conti 
deration of his hard Service. _ j r u 

. As Mr. Drummed, in his foregoing Letter, 9 ^" 

of the Diremrs, that Mr. Serge aMt would favour them » 

particular Correfpondence, and that he would 
them an Hilforical Account of the Frogrefs Religion had made 
among the Indians, &c. So Mr. Sergeant comply d with their 
Dcfires, fent an Hiftorical Account, and wrote the foregoing 
Letter. But I find no Return he ever had from Mr. Drummond. 
or any other Member of that Society, nor any further Correfpon¬ 
dence with itexcept a Letter Mr. Sergeant wrote to the 
Prejideni, for the Time, of that Society of May the 18th 1749. 
defiring, if it fell within their Sphere, that they would affift m 
promoting the Boarding-School, then begun at Stockbridge Whe¬ 
ther Mr. Sergeant’s Letter fail’d by the Way, or what elfe 
happen’d to prevent a friendly Correfpondence, I ,am not able 

*°Some Time before this,Mr. Sergeant wrote to Dr. Colman, 
defiring he would procure for him Dr, lVatti'% Works, except a. 
few Pieces already in his Hands; which I fuppole the DsiJZer 
did without Charge to Mr. Sergeant. Before this I find him 
acknowledging, in a Letter to the Dollor, the Receipt of Dr. 
kVatts upon Prayer. And June ift 1742. Dr. Colman fays to him. 

‘ I inclofe for you twenty Pounds out of the Bounty of Madam 

• Hold.ttznfb Daughters, to affift in your Support,in your Angular 
« Services tor the Kingdom of our Lord & Matter. With this 
» 1 fend you alfo two Parquets containing fix more Volumes of 

* Dr. fVatts’s Works -, oncPacquet contains Humane Underjland- 
‘ ing, Tbe World to come ; and the Ufe and Aoufe of the Paffious. 

‘ The other Pacquet has his Humble Attempt. Strength fcf Weah- 
‘ nefs. Heaven and Hell. I put in a Sermon of Dr. Sewall'i, and 

* Dr. Chauncey’s, and my own. 

And to fhew the Candour and Gratitude of Mr. Sergeant, 
j;,here tranferibe the Subttance of his Letter to the DobJor on this 
Occafion. 

Reverend Sir, . 

^ ’Tis fcveral Months fincc. I receiv’d your Letter by Mr. 

• Williams, with twenty Pounds, for'which ray Thanks have been 

‘ due, 

f Ifai. 49. 4, 5. 
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‘ due, and fhould have been return’d before now, had I not 
; waited for thePacquet that I might, being affeded With greaS 
^ Gratitude, return my Thanks with double Zeal. Theljooks 
‘ rrid acceptable Prefent; nor have 

‘ Dr. ^//T’s S^inT^*^^ than jutt to have a Tafteof 

‘ When I l]^ak of Dr. Watts\ Spirit in his Writing* I mean 
‘ fometh.ng the moft excclient to be found in Humane NaTure 

• and "a?'' * 'here is fomething fo juft 

• and lat.onal, and at the fame Time fo modeft, candid 5 
^ generous in that Gentleman’s Sentiments, that they ttrongly 

• Attention and .Affeaiom^ 

‘ Candour and fuperior Devo- 

^ tion ftewd itfclf in all Writings, efpecially of Divines and 

reign dm the Heart of every Chriftian : hL many ne^ett 
‘ Controverfies would be ended by it ? And how much finful 
^ Divifionceafetn the Chriftian World? Alas! how muchNced 
‘ Candour and Largenefs of 

‘ Sid V ^^''otion muft be left accep- 

. , ^ « Soul confin’d and narrow m- 

^ wards Its Fellow-Men. May divine Grace enable me to be 
wilcr and better by thofe Means Providence by you has put 
‘ Hands, to make me fo ; and may the BlelTings of 

‘ m H y°^'' Kindnefs to me. I am afiiL’d- 

^ to deferve fodittle of the generous and benevolent Notice you 
. ,^7 ^ ’“s your greateft Satisfadiott 

to do G^d ; nor will Heaven forget to reward the Benevolence 
of your Heart, how little foever I have merited your kind 
Notice. Forgive me. Sir, if Gratitude conftrains me to write, 
what perhaps will, bemffenfive to that Modefty, which almoft 
makes you forget your good Deeds. I thank you particularly 
^ tor your own Sermon, and am glad to find in it fo jutt a 
Cenfure of fome Things, which unhappily darken the Glory 
ot what has appear’d to bear fo many Marks of a divine Work 

in this Land.--1 have the Satisfadion to inform you. 

. that there^feems to appear a more than common Spirit of 
icrioulnefs and Reformation among our Indians, and a pretty 
general Difpofition among the Indians in thefe Paru round 
about us, to receive Inftrudion.-. .. ■* 

N 2 Dr. 
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Dr. CdmH,. being acquainted wich Mr. Serge ant’s Dcfign 
cf retting up a Beardi^g-Sch^iel at Siock!irjdge,^s. before rekeed, 
inform’d the Rev. Mr. IJaac Hcllu of it, 'who was difpofed to 
encourage it v as appears from the DoSor's, Letter of Heptemher 
27th 1742, to Mr. Sergeant, in which are the following 
Raflages. 

‘ Yederday camt to me |andther Letter from the Rev. Mr. 

‘ Hollis, wherein he exprefies hisWonder and very greatOffence, 

* that nothing more is done by us here in New-England, for the 

* Propagation of Chriftian Knowledge among the Heathen | 

* which declares, he thinks, we have no Care for their Souls. 

* You. at Bofion (fays he) might fave it out of your fine Hollands, 

* Silks, and Laces,znd fuperfine IVaolkn Qoths ; and have a School 

* creded ior Heathen CEddsen in Imitation of what he haseflay’d 
‘ already. As- to our fuperfluous Expences, I muft anfwer and 

* plead guilty ; but as for the Scbocl,xbz Difficulties attending it 

* from the Indifpofition of the Indians to fend aheir Children, or 
‘ thofe to come if a School were open’d, I muft leave you ta 
‘ lay before him. The good Gentleman promifes to lend a 

* helping Hand to fuch a School, if it were fet up here. 

That charitable and generous Gentleman Mr. Hollis, had been 

at the Expence of about two Hundred and eight Pounds Sterling, 
in the Space of about four or five Years, for the Benefit of the 
Indians zi Slockbridge, which was then upwards of oneThoufani 
Pounds our Money j as appears from a Paffage in Dr. Colman’i 
Return in Compliance with Mr. Sergeant’s Requeft. Auguji 
20th 1743, the whole of which will by and by be inferted. 

The Paffage is, 

‘- Novetnber 19. 1736. I. receiv’d from Mr. Hollis, his 

‘ Bill on Co\. Wendell, iq ip&y fifty-fix. Pounds BtetWng for the 
‘ Education of 12 Indian it Houjatxinnak, nadnr the Care 
‘ of the Rev. Mr. SeroeriIt. And Augi^ 15.' 1738. I had a 
‘ fecond Order from him for three Hundred forty three Pounds 
• our Money. And again May 17. 1740. a third Order for 
‘ four Hundred and forty-feven Pounds nine Shillings. —-- ' 

But what liave we done fn Comparifpn of him ? Have any 
of our wealthy Prolcffors put to their helpiog Hand to this lau¬ 
dable and glorious Defign ? While he has been a: the Expence 
®f maintaining 12 Boys, has any private GordenJan in New-Eng¬ 
land 
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land been at the Expcnce of maintaining one ? If therefore Mr. 
Hollis had been inform’d how little we do, is it at all ftrangc that 
he ffiould exprefs his IPonder, and very great Offence, that nothing 
more is done by us here in New-England for the Propagation of 
Chriliian Knowledge among the Heathen. 

Mr. Hollis alfo, in the forementioned Letter to Dr. Colman, 
defir’d an Account from Mr. Sergeant how his Money had 
been expended, and to what Purpofe ? Mr. Sergeant therefore 
wrote to- him, and not only gave him a particular & fatisfaftory 
^Account how his Money had been laid out, but alfo of what 
Advantage it had been : That feveral of his Scholars had made 
great Progrefs in Learning, See — But Dr. Caiman having 
tranferib’d the Subftance ol that Letter, in Ins Recommendation 
of Mr. Sergeant’s Propofal of 4 more effedual Method for 
the Education of Indian Children, which will come in hereafter, 
1 fhall not infert it here. 

The Difficulties which Mr. Sergeant apprehended would 
attend fetting up a Boarding School,viz. the unreafonable Jealou- 
fies of the Indians, vanilh’d more and more, and he now tho’c 
them ripe for fuch a Propofal ; and therefore wrote to Dr. Cai¬ 
man upon that Subject, January 24th 1742,3. 

am much pleas’d with Mr. Hollis's Projafiion for a 
‘ School —wrote to you a Year or two ago about that Matter;— 
‘ then tliought that the Indians would not bear fuch a Defign ^ 
* but now their Temper, cfpecially of late, feems to bfe much 
‘ alter’d for the better, and a moie than ordinary Spirit of Reli- 
‘ gion feems to prevail. Thanks be to divine Grace for it! I 
‘ am now of Opinion there is little or nothing on the Part of the 
‘ Indians here, and in their Neighbourhood, to difeourage fuch 
‘ an Attempt. And if you think it worth while (as indeed I 
‘ think it is) to undertake fo greaf a Thing, ! pray pou, either 
‘ by yourfelf, or by the Affiftance of fome Friend that has a tuyn 
‘ of Mind for fuch Projeftions, to draw up a general Plan of a. 
‘ School for the Education of Indian Children -, wffiich (hall pro- 
‘ vide not only for their Inftrudtion in Learning, but alfo in La- 
‘ hour ; and fend it to me, and I will try the Temper of the 
‘ Indians with it. You may make fonsfe guefs of the different 
‘ Temper prevaifing now among the Indians, from what did a 
‘ few Years ago by this, that two cjf ow young Women, not 
" - ‘ long 
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‘ long lincc, of their own Accord, dcfir’d me to provide them 

* Places among the Englifh, that they might live with them, 

* and fupport themfeJves by their own Labour, in order to Jcarn 

* theEnglilh Languague & Manners j tho’ a few Years ago they 
‘ would not be hir’d to it. And, accordingly, I fent two of them 

* to Northampton, where they liv’d contented as far as I know.— 
And in another Letter of Jpril 7th he adds upon the fame 

Subjedf. 

‘-You will find in what I have written to Mr. Hollis^ 

‘ that I have propofed the Affair of the free Boarding School to^ 

* the Indians, and that they are mightily taken with it. I wait 

* with Impatience for an Anfwer to what I wrote you laft. 

What Mr. Sergeant wrote to Mr. Hollis, he fent unfealed to 

Dr. Colman, to which the Doctor has Kefped; in the Beginning of 
his Letter oi May the i8th 1743. to Mr. Sergeant. 

Reverend and dear Sir, 

‘ Your’s of January 24th, and April 7th, are before me. I 
‘ made no Anfwer to the firff, waiting for your’s to Mr. Hollis, 

‘ which has been long in coming. I have cover’d it to Mr! 

‘ Hollis. It will be very acceptable to him. The Account given 
‘ of the happy Difpofuion among your Mian young People, both 
‘ Male and Female, is admirable ; and 1 give thanks with you 
‘ to the bleffed Spirit of God. 1 hope it will encourage Mr 
« Hollis to go on ; and I purpofe to alk Mrs. Holden\ Leave to 
‘ apply One Hundred, our Currency, towards your proieded 
‘ Boarding-School. I hope the Commijftoners xti Bojlon will make 
‘ home Allowance towards it. Ani 1 lhall be ready to join here 
‘ in a Sublcription for fome annual Contribution. But as for 

* my drawing up a general Plan, as you defire, of fuch a School, 

c ■’ yourfelf to do it. 

You mull needs have a more clear Idea of the I'hing than we 
‘ here can;—that Religion and Labour go together in it, is to 

* be fure, moft natural. I pray God to bring forward fuch a 
.Foundation.^. Old as I am, I have fent a Copy of your 

€ V Hollis, urto Dr. Avesy, to communicate it to the 

Indian C^poration at London ; . and the fame I have copied out 
' tor the Commijfioners here at -^ojlon. It may be my laft Ser- 
^ Vice, and I hope will be a^ood one.* 
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Dr. Colman having declin’d drawing up 1 general Plan, &c. 
and defiring Mr. Sergeant to do it; he accordingly, in aLctter 
of Augufi the ill, wrote his Propofal of a more effedual Method 
for the Education of Indian Children, &c. which was as follows. 

Stockbridge, Augujt 1. 1743. 

Reverend Sir, 

‘ I now fend you a general and rough Draught of thatDefign 
‘ for the Education of Indian Children, which I have fome Tithes 
‘ formerly hinted to you, that I had formed in my Mind, with 
‘ a Hejire, that you would communicate it to the World in as 
‘ puhlick a Manner, as poflible, and with fuch Recommendations, 

‘ as you may think proper. 

‘ What I propofc therefore in general is,totake fuch a Method 
‘ in the Education of our Indian Children, as lhall in the moft 
‘ effedtual Manner change their whole Habit of thinking and 
‘ ading; and raife them, as far as poffible, into the Condition 
‘ of a civil induftrious and polilh’d People ■, while at the fame 
‘ Time the Principles of Virtue and Piety lhall be carefully in- 
‘ Hilled into their Minds in a Way, that will make the moft 
‘ lading Imprcflion *, and withal to introduce the Enghjh Lan~ 

‘ guage among them, inftead of their own imperfed and barb.i- 
‘ rous Bialebi. 

‘ And to accomplifh this Befign, I propofe ro procure an Ac- 
‘ commodation of about 200 Acres of Land in thisPlacc, (which 
‘ may be bad without any Coft of the Indian Proprietors) and to 
‘ ered an Houfe on it, fuch as lhall be thought convenient for a 
‘ Beginning i and in it to maintain a Number of Children and 
‘ Touth (not under ten, nor above twenty Years of Age -,) and to 
‘ have them under the Diredion, Care & Tuition of two Majlers, 

‘ one to take the Overfight of them in their Hours of Labour, 

‘ and the other in their Hours of Study •, and to have their Time 

* fo divided between Study and Labour as to make one the Bi- 
‘ verjion of the other, that as little Time as poffible may be loft 
‘ in Idlenefs. It will, 1 think, be necelfary, there fhould be two 
‘ Mailers for this Purpofe, becaufe it will be too tedious a Talk 
‘ for one. I propofe that the Fruit of their Labour lhall go to 
‘ their own Maintenance, and to carry on the general Defign j. 

* except perhaps fome particular. put of the Profits of.. 

‘ their Labour, if it can be afforded, to encourage Industry. I 

‘ propofe 
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« propofe alfo to have a Stock of Cattle, &c. maint^ned on the 

* Place for the fame Purpofe. . „ . 

‘ I propofe to take into the-Number, upon certainLonditions, 

‘ from arnong any of the itniej of Indiam roundabout ; that 
« by Means under the'Bleffing of God, the Principles of 
» Vertue artd Chriftian Knowledge may be fpread as far as pofll- 
‘ blej which, perhaps, in a Courfe of Years may,' by the 
‘ Grace of God, «/>«» theWay for the Propagation of Chrilfianity 
‘ to the remotfSi Tribes. 

‘ To lay the Foundation, and to Juppcrt fo great a-Defign as 
‘ this, will, without Doubt, coft a great Deal of Money ; the 
« Supply of ‘Which altogether upon the Smiles of divine 

‘ Providence, and the Charily of good People, who may think 

* proper to favour it. 

Yhe Need of fome fuch Defign as this, is very obvious to 

* all that are in any Meaftfre acquainted with rheDirpofition and 

* State of the Indians in America. It is well known, that Vertue 
‘ ‘and Piety make but a p-w Pre^-efs among them in the Me- 
‘ thods that have hitherto been ufed to promote thefe Ends, 

‘ Nor can 1 ‘think of any Thing fo likely, as what is here pro- 

* ‘poted, in human Probability, to root cut rheir vicious Habits, 

‘ ahd to change their whole way of Living. I hope therefore 
« the apparent Goodnefs of this Defign will recommend it to all 

* charitably difpofed Perfons, who would gladly -honour God <with 
‘ their'Sulftance •, and that it will approve itfelf to, and be pro- 

* moted by, Perfons of all Parties fince It is a generous 

« in its Intention, and calculated for the common Good of a 

* ‘v^Srymiftrdble ‘and degenerate Part of-our Raise, and has no Party- 
‘ Viiiio in it at all. 1 perfuade myfelf thertfore that all thofe 
< who are concerned 'for the Glory of our common Maker, and 
*' the Father of the Spirits of all Flefh, and for the Honour of oUr 

* common SAVrOt/R, to whom the 'Heathen are given for his In- 
‘ %eriiance, and the Wtm'Oft Ends of'the Earth far'kis Popffion, or 

* that are ohfy infpired with the generous Sentiments of Com- 

* ‘fd£ien ie fh'eMiferabk, -w\\\ unite in promoting the Defig^i 

* here propofed. 

* If pR'OvrDEfJtE encotirage and'fuCCeed this Defign, and a 
‘ Fund fufficierit'to Carry it'on, can'be procured, I purpofc to 
enlarge‘/ifc ^ourtddiioH, Girls^ zt w'ell as ‘Beys, 

I to 
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* to be educated in a Manner fuitable to the Condition of their 
‘ Sex •, for I think the Cultivation of both the Sexes has a natural 
‘ Tendency to improve each other more eafily and fuccefsfully. 

‘ 1 defign the Difeipline to be ufed with them lhall be as ftridl 
‘ as thofe will bear, who know nothing like Government among 
‘ themfelves, and have an Averfton to every Thing that refrains 
‘ their Liberty. 

‘ I know it is apt to be fufpeEted in fuch Defigns, pretended 
‘ to be for the publick Good, that there is fome Self lnterefi at 
‘ Bottom, which is the Spring of the Motion. If the World 
‘ fufpeU any Thing of this Sort in the prefent Projeblion, as fome 
‘ no Doubt will; and the rather, perhaps, becaufe it has been 
‘ amufed with Projections of this Kind, which have appeared to 
‘ many meer perfonal and felfijh, or, at bed only Party Defigns, 

‘ I know not how to give any further Satisfabiion for the prefent, 

‘ than to declare folemnly that I have no other Aim, than the Good 
‘ of the Indians, and that I have no Expectation of any perfonal 
‘ Benefit at all, more than the meer Satisfabiion of being inbiru- 
‘ mental, under Goo, of doing them fo great a Kindnefs, and 
‘ rendering them a more happy Society by cultivating Humanity 

* and Vertue among them. 

‘ That the Indians, in general, are a People difficult to be re- 
‘ formed from their own foolijh, barbarous, and wicked Cuftoms, 

‘ the Unfuccefsfulnefs of Attempts upon them for this Purpofe is 
‘ a melanchoily Proof, which though it may dijeouraging 

‘ in further Endeavours ; yet, I think, to a generous Mind it 
‘ fhould rather be improved as an Argument to form and execute 
‘ new Projebiions for this Purpofe. And indeed, perhaps, thfe 
‘ NegUa of promoting Indujiry among them is the chief moral 
‘ Reafon of fo little being done to Purpofe in forming their Man- 
‘ ners. And therefore, I hope the Want of wijh’dfor Succefs in 
‘ other Attempts will be no Objebiion with any that defire to be 
‘ Benefabiors to Mankind, againft contributing their Part to this, 
‘ which.I think,has fo apparent a Tendency to promote Muffiy 
‘ and Humanity among a barbarous People. But tho’ I think 
‘ the Defign here propofed has the probable Appearance of 
‘ proving/«rre/}/«/, yet I do not flatter my felf with any Ro- 
‘ mantick Expebiations of accomplilhing all the Ends propofed 
‘ at once •, nor is it to be expebted, in the ordinary Courfe of 
O ‘ Things, 
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* Things, but that a greatDeal of Cojl and Pains with Refpeft to 
‘ many particular Perlbns will be loft. This is what happens of 
‘ Courfe in allDefigns of thisNature : And yet, it is to be hoped", 
‘ fotne Good will be done : Nor will the Benefadors loofe their 
‘ Reward with God, though the Dclign fliould not be crowned 
‘ with all the happy Succefs might be wilhed and hoped for. 

* The meet Sufpicion, that the Defign in the Event will prove 
‘ unfuccefsful, ought not, I think,, to dijcourage the Attempt. 
‘ How many are there, that fruftrate the very Grace of God itfelfi 
‘ How many with Refped to whom Chriii has died in vain ? 
‘ And yet (to fpeak alter the Manner of Men) this was no Hin- 

* drance to his laying diovin .bis Life for Sinners. He indeed 
‘ has obtain’d all the Recompence in the Salvation of Souls, 

* which he had in his Eye ; and GOD all the Glory of his bene- 
‘ volent Purpofes. He fees the Fruit of the Travail of his Soul, 
‘ and is fatisfied. Nor will 2iny Benefabiors htxt loofe the Praije 
‘ and Reward of their gracious Intention and Endeavours. (See 
‘ Ifa. xlix. I, — 6 .) 

‘ It may perhaps with fome be an Ohjetlion againft attempting 
‘ any Thing ol this Sort, that the Indians are a bafe, ungratejul 

* People, infenfibie of Kindnefles done them. To this I repty, 

* that though it be true, that this is the bafe, ungrateful Tcm- 

* per of Indians, yet I think it is rather an Argument in Favour 

* of a Projedion calculated to promote Humanity among them, 

* than otherwife : For the Objedion fuppofes them to be greatly 
‘ debafed, and Ihews the Need there is of cultivating a Soilp 
‘ barren, or rather a Soil fo over-run with hateful Weeds, and 

* pricking Thorns. But wh tever Weight this Objedion might 

* have with others, certainly it ought to have none with a Chrif- 

* Plan, m\\o \% coTcvccrAwAtiiL xo imitate the Beneficence of his hea- 

* VENLv Father, who does Good to the Evil and Unthankful. 
‘ Had thisConfideration fway’d theMind of our bleffedSAViouR, 
‘ vfould he ever have fhed his Blood for thofe, wfio purfued 
‘ his Life to Death ? Nor did God refufe to diftinguip the 
‘ Ifraelites with his peculiar Favours from all the Families of the 
‘ Earth, bccaufe they were an ungrateful ftiff-necked and rebellb- 
^ ous Houfe. 

‘ I would wf have it thought from 1 have written above, 
,* that all that has been done here, to introduce Chriftianity and 

‘ goad 
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« good Manners,has proved altogether in vain ; for, through the 

* Grace ot God, fome Effects have attended our Labours 

* here : And, the Indians feem now well prepared [for the Execu- 
‘ tion of what I have here propofed ; which their Jealouty would 
‘ have been an effedual Hindrance to a few Years ago. 

‘ i lhall be glad of the Thoughts oi candid and ingenious Gen- 

* tlemen communicated to me tor the Improvement of the Deftgn. 

* here propofed : And fhall be ready to anfwer any Series that, 

* may be made in Relation to it. 

‘ Thus, Sir, you have what I dcfire may be communicated to. 
‘ the publick from me. It will be well perhaps that you fhould 

* preface this with fome general Account of what Mr. Hollis, has 
‘ done, and what he expected from this Country in Profecution of 
‘ his Ucfign which was what fuggefted to me the Defign pro-. 
‘ pofed above. Some Gentlemen feem to be of Opinion, that this 
‘ is not an happy Time to fet fuch a Defign on Foot i which .for 
‘ ought I know is true ; but I do not think it befl to peftpone it 
‘ on that Account. For who knows when we fhall have a better 
‘ .Time ? It is poffible it may be worfe. Nor would I wifli to 
‘ have your bleffed Master take you from us, Yill you have 
‘ help’d in laying this Foundation alfo for the Increafe of Glory. 
‘ to his Name by promoting this Scheme, on which I confefs piy 
‘ Heart is much fet, and which will (I hope) profper the better 
‘ iox your countenancing it. 

‘ 1 thank you for your kind Letter, and for the Pamphlets that, 
‘ accompanied it, and am, 

with great Honour and Reverence 
your moft obliged 

humble Servant, 
JOHN SERGEANT. . 

Hadley, Augufl 9. 

‘ P. S. As I have tho’t it neceflary there fhould be fome. 
‘ Perfons propofed to receive and difburfe the Monies, that may 
‘ be collected for the Purpofe above, I have thought of theHon.. 
‘ Col. Stoddard, and Col. Porter, the Rev. WLx.Edwards of North-^ 
‘ ampton. Major Williams, and Col. Oliver Partridge fox this Pur- 
‘ pole } with whom I have converfed on the Affair, and have 
‘ their Confent to be propofed as Perfons willing to take this 
f trouble on them. Which you may, if you pleaft, fignify 
‘ to the World. J. S, 
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Dr. Colman's Return in Compliance with Mr. Sergeant’s 
Requeft, is as follows. 

Bofton, Auguji 22. 1743. 

* It having pleas’d my Rev. Brother thus openly to addrefs and 
‘ oblige me,^l do moft willingly publifli his Letter: And if wjr 
‘ m-rne and Hand can fervc in any Meafure to promote the happy 
‘ Foundation which his Heart is fet on, (I humbly hope under 

* fome fpecial Influence from above) I give them with all' my 
‘ Heart ; with Thankfgiving to GOD who many Years ago was 
‘ pleas’d to incline my Honour’d Friend and Rev. Brother Mr. 

‘ Ifaac Hollis (then of London) into thofe Bounties to us, which 

* are now ifluing in this Propofal of a Boarding-School for the 
‘ more effeliual Inftruliion and Education of the Indian Children in 
‘ the tVeliern Borders of our Province. 

‘ It was about theYear i73i,2.thatMr. Ifaac Hollis, (Nephew 
« to Fhomas Hollis, Efq; the great Benetaaor to Harvand College, 

* and foon after his pious Uncle'% Deceafe) fent me a Hundred 
‘ Pounds Sterling, with his particular LireUions how to diftribute 
‘ and lay it out; adding, ‘ that he had feen many of my Letters 
‘ to his Uncle and his to me, which now led him into his Writing 

* to me, and this his Gift to us. 

‘ In theYear 1734, when he had feen the printed Account of 

* the Ordination of Meflieurs Parker, Hinfdel and Secombe, and 
‘ their Mifflon to the Indian Trites on the EaSiern and Weliern 
‘ Borders of Hew England ■, Mr. Hollis then earneftly made me 
‘ a moft generous Offer of twenty Pounds Sterling per Annum, for 

* Ever, for the Support of a fourth Mijflonary ; but inFaithfulnefs 

* I advis’d againft fuch aDifpofition of hisMoney •, Stc as earneftly 
‘ propofed to him the Application of it for the Support of a 

* Miffionary thro’ the wide Spread of the deflitute Settlements I 

* had heard of in the Province of New-Jerfey j but he did not 

* approve of my Advice. 

‘ Within two Years after this, I heard of a very promifing 

* Door opening for the Gofpel among the Indian Tribe at Houfa- 
‘ /z<««a/f,and that a Pcrfon of Mr.SERGEANT’sCWi7i57rr forPie- 

* ty andLearning, (then one of the Tutors in Tale College in Con- 
‘ nebticut) was willing to quit his Fellowfloip and the Profpebl he 

* reafonably might have of one of the ^r/?Settlements our Country 
^ could afford him, in any of our vacant Churches •, and to de- 

‘ vote 
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‘ vote himfelf to the Glory of Chrijl in the Service of the Souls 
‘ of thofe poor Heathen Families •, Whereupon I immediately let 
‘ Mr. Hollis know, that now I could freely and earneftly advife 
‘ him to fix his twenty Pounds Sterling per An. for the Support 
‘ of this Miffion : 

‘ In Anfwer to x\{\%Mot\on,Hovemb. 19. 1736. I receiv’d from 
‘ Mr. Hollis his Bill on Col. Wendell to pay 56 /. Sterl. for the 
‘ Education of twelve Indian Boys at Houfatunnuk, under the Care 
‘ of the Rev. Mr. Sergeant -, and Aug. 15. 1738. I had a 
‘ fecond Order from him for 343 /. our Money ; and again May 
‘ 17. 1740. aOrder for 447/. 9J.: (Errors exceped.) 

‘ Upon this gracious Call, and bountiful Direbiion of Divine 
‘ Providence, Mr. Sergeant has been laying out himfelf gladly 
‘ from Year to Year,in the Strength of GOD, in the Truft com- 
‘ mitted to him, with Caution, Care and Diligence, according to 
‘ theMeafure o^Wifdom given him from on High ; whence every 
‘ good and perfebl Gift comes down, both the Heart and Oppor- 
‘ tunity for the doing Good. 

‘ On the Sixth of May 1743. Mr. Sergeant cover’d to me 
‘ a Letter to be forwarded to the Rev. Mr. Hollis, giving him a 
‘ particular Account, of the laying “ out his Moneys for the 
‘ Maintenance of his Boys -, and of the Methods he had ufed for the 
“ cultivating Humanity, and \ntxoA\ic\no t\\Q Englifh Tongue and 
“ Manners among them, and for their Proficiency in Knowledge, 
“ Vertue and Piety -, by which Means, through the BielTing of 
“ GOD, feveral of them are affedled with a Senfe and Rehfh of 

Divine Things •, and 0«r of them in particular has made fx/r<7or- 

dinary Progrefs in his Learning, and appears truly pious, and 
“ has been Angularly ferviceable to him, ajflfting him in his Tran- 
“ flations Expofitions and Applications of the Scripture ■, and 
“ alfo very helpful among t\it young Indians in & general religious 
“ Concern that has of late prevailed among them.” Mr.SEROEANt 

* adds, “ that this young Indian is already well qualified to keep 
*• School among his Countrymen ; and within a few Years will 
“ probably be fit to be a Preacher of the Gofpel to them. 

‘ Two or three other of his Boys, Mr. Sergeant fays, are 

* ferviceable in improving the ReSt of the Indians in Knowledge 
‘ and Virtue •, and he adds, — “ that it had been a continued 
It Series of unwearied Kindnefs to the Indians, that had at length 

^ t* intirely 
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'* inlirely overcome their Jeahufies and Sufpicions j and d an 
“ almoft univerfal Diffofitton in them to , 

‘ He then inform'd Mr.“ that he has had m hisMind, 

“ for fome Years, to fet up free Boar dtog-Schooliov the Educa- 
“ tion of Indian Children, in which he propofes that they be 
“ brought up to Laoour as well as Learning theExerc.fes 
» oi Devotion-, with which Propofal the Indians feem to be 
“ mightily taken being fenfible of their Folly m their being 
“ formerly fo backvoard to improve the Advantages put into 

< Upon all,Mr. Sergeant adds his “ Prayer, that Almighty 
“ Power may effeft the merciful Purpofe of Sovereign Grace 
amoncr them !—” and then concludes with a free and noble 
‘ Declaration to Mr. Hollis in the following WordSj^ 

“ Sir As to your making any Allowance to Me, tor my Care 
and Prouble, of which you fpeak in your very obliging Letter 
“ to me, I neither ajk nor defirc it, and beg of you not to think 
“ of it • for I fhould indeed be afleamed to accept any Thing ot 
» you (’though my dated Allowance is not large) but yoiir Imer- 
“ cejftons at the Throne of Grace tor me, ot which 1 ftand m 
“ great Need — “ We can never be thankful enough to You, 

“ under GOD, for having put it in our Power to do fo much to 
“ promote our general Defign. Through your Liberalities, 

“ \hankkivings abound to GOD, who I am fare will rewarpour 
“ Charity -, and I doubt not but Generations to come will blefs 
- your Name,^n^ you will find your 

‘ I was fo charm’d with the. Spirit and Contents of thisLetter, 

‘ that I took a Copy .o^ it betore Ijeal’d it up, und forwarded it 
‘ to Mr. Hollis : And not only fo, but eld as I am, and unapt 
‘ now to tranfenbe, yet I wrote feveral Copies, and fent one to 
‘ an Honourable Member oi the Corporation at London, who have 
‘ the Didribution of the Indian Fund -, another to the worthy 

* Secretary of their HoaourdHit-.Commifftoners here at BeSion ; and 
‘ yet a third to a Rev* Miniaer in Scotland, d he , fee.> good to 
‘ communicate it to th^ Secremry oi the tio.nourible 5 cr«/;iTor 
‘ propagating Chridiatii Knowledge zt.Edinburgh and after all 

• I publifh’d it \o.the-.mekly C>.riftian Kiilory. at Belton, No. 19. 

‘ So that I have in a Manner and,abundantly anjwered, 

Mr. Sergeant's Requeji to me in his prefent Letter before ic 

‘ came •* 
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• came ; and gone beyond all he could imagine or expeft from 
‘ me, in Way of prefacing and recommending his pious Defign and 
‘ Propofal. And I can truly add, that I (hall account my ftif 
‘ honour’d by GOD in my advanced Age, If I may fimfh my 
‘ Courfe of Services to my Country,&nd the Churches of CHRIS t 
‘ here, by minidring now under my dear younger Brother,\n this 
‘ his fervent devoting his Life and Powers to the Glory ot GOD 
‘ in the Salvation of the Heathen. 

‘ I even dare therefore to recommend Him, and his propofed 
‘ Boarding-School, not only to the pious and Charitable among 
‘ ourrelves,nor only to thofe of theDenomination of New-England 
‘ in our Nation and Provinces ; but alfo (might it not be thought 
‘ prejumptuous) even to the mod Honourable Societies for pr 7 pa- 
' Gofpel and of Chriftian Knowledge in London & Edin- 

‘ burgh, for thdr otntrom Affifiances to zProjebtion truly Catholic, 

‘ and without refpebl of Parties which I hope the Divine Pro- 
‘ vidence m.ay be laying by the Hands of his Servants, Mr. Hollis 
‘ and Mr. Sergeant, in this obfeure Corner of our Province at 
‘ atockbridge, alias Houfatunnuk, for a more effectual Entrance 
‘ among ths Indians than we have yet feen. 

‘ But there are two or three Things more, that I find my felf 
‘ obliged to hint at, before I conclude the prefent Writing. 

‘ One is (as Mr. Sergeant requeds of me in his Letter) to 
‘ intimate to the Publick Mr. Hollis his Expebiations from Us 
‘ here in New-England. And indeed,in feveral of his Letters to ' 
‘ me, he has wrote with fome Difcouragemenl of Spirit on this 
‘ Head “ Why tVe, a People of fuch Name for Religion, do 
not exert our felves more in Profecution of like Effays for a 
more effeblual gofpelizing the Heathin round about us ? And 
“ now that He has advanc'd as he has done for the Education of 
“ a NuHiber at Houfatunnuk ; he hears of none of our rich Men 
“ falling in with their AJJiftances. 

* This has been Matter of Stumbling to him, and I wifh the 
‘ Block may be now removed by the Contributions of many to 
‘ the School propofed : which may be an Odour of a fweet Smell, 

‘ a Sacrifice acceptable and pleafmg to GOD. 

‘ Another Thing fuggeded by Mr. Sergeant, and a mod 
‘ wife and neceffary one in the prefent Cafe, is — “ his taking in 
“ Girls as well as Boys, if Providence fuccecd the Defign, and a 

“ Fund 
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‘ Fund fufficient to carry it on,can be procured:”! muft needs add, 

‘ on this Head, that this Propofal is a Matter of abfolutc Ne- 
‘ cefTity, wherein we are not left at Liberty either as Men or 
‘ Chriftians; ^ov thtxt cz’anoi\st z Propagation of Religion zmor^^ 

‘ any People without an equal Regard to both Sexes ; ^t only 
‘ becaufe Females are alike precious Souls, form d for GOD and 
‘ Religion as much as the Males •, but alfo becaufe the CareJov 
‘ the Souls of Children in Families, and more cfpccially in thofe 
‘ of low Derree, lies chiefly upon the Mothers for the firft 
‘ or eight Years : Which is an Obfervation or Remark, which I 
« had the Honour to make unto my dear and honour’d ancient 
‘ Friend Henry Newman, Efq; Secretary to the Honourable and 
‘ Reverend Society for promoting Chriftian Knowledge ; which 
* when he had communicated to Them, they put it into Print, 

‘ and fent it to the Direftors of the 1764 Schools ; (if I have 
‘ not mifeounted) that fo a greater Proportion of Girls might be 
‘ taken into them to receive a religious Eduction for the fake 
‘ of their Posterity, and therein for the more effedtual anfwering 
‘ the very End of their Charity-Schools. By whicli Injiance I 
‘ received the following InJlruSlion “ What an unknown and 
‘ untho’t of Good, a Man may do by a fingle & occafional right 
‘ Wt or Line ■, it proving in the Cafe before me, as if I had 
‘ wrote 1764 Letters to the Diredors of fo many Schools, for the 
‘ Service of Pofterity, and in Favour of Female Children : And 
what added a rhoufand fold more to the Virtue & Force of my 

* Line, was the Approbation of fo venerable a Body of Gentlemen, 

‘ and their Recommendation of it to the Obfervation of the Over- 

* feers of their refpedive Schools. , „ n.r • 

‘ I have now only to add upon Mr. Sergea'nt s Poftfcript, 

‘ — that the Gentlemen whom he has nam'd to receive & dilburlc 
» the Moneys which may be given for the building and lupport of 
‘ his Boarding-School, are Perfons of known Charabler among us 
‘ for Integrity and Honour ; to whom I only wifh may be added 
‘ the Rev. Mr. Stephen H'illiams of Springfield ■, whom it plealed 

* GOD to ufe fo much as a ze^ilous and laborious In^frumcnt ot 
‘ the Settlement of the Gofpel at Houjatunnuk. 

‘ Now Fhanks be to GOD for ^his Unfpeakahle Gift, a right 
‘ liberal Heart and Hand, in one Part of his Church and another. 
‘ No Longue of Man can fully fpeak of it 1 or enough celebrate 
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‘ it ! Unfpeakable is the Good done to the World by it ! unfpeak- 
‘ able is the Glory redounding to the Name of CHRIST from 
‘ It ! and alfo the Good to our felves in it and from it is un- 
‘ fpeakable, both thro’ the Life that now is, and in that which 
‘ is to come ! Only the Lay 0/CHRIST can reveal the Glories 
‘ and Joys awaiting it thro’ a bleffed Eternity : ^'—Lord, when 
‘ faw we thee hungry and fed thee ? t>r thirfly f 3 gave thee Dr ink ? 
‘ —Verily in as much as you did it unto one of the leaSl of thefe 
‘ ye have done it unto Me. Benjamin ColmaV 

The foregoing Letter of Mr. Sergeant containing his Pro¬ 
pofal, &c. and Dr. Caiman's Return, &c. were made Publick 
by the DoSior, according to Mr. Sergeant’s Defire -, with a 
Defign to excite the pious generous and well difpofed in this 
Country, and in Great-Britain, to charitable Contributions for 
the fecting up & fupporting the propofed Boarding-School. And 
Dr. Colman diftributed many of them, where he tho’t they would 
be mofl: likely to anfwer the End propofed. And in a Letter 
to Mr. SERGEATNof September 17th he gives him the followino- 
Account.- - ° 

‘-I cover to you your Letter in Print. I wifli my Re- 

‘ turn to it may be acceptable to you & others ; and I humbly 
‘ befeech God to incline many Hearts, Here and Abroad, to 
‘ contribute to your moft pious and generous Propofal. 1 have 
‘ cover’d four of them to His Excellency our Governor, and fug- 
‘ gelled to him my Hopes that the General Court will fmile upwi 
‘ it, at their next Seflion.’ 

And in another Letter of the 22d of the fame Month. 

‘-It was a great Plcafure to me Yefterday to fee Mr. 

‘ Jofiah Jones. 1 have deliver’d to him twenty Pounds oldTenor, 
‘ to deliver to you 'for your further Afiiftance and Support in 
‘ your Work. I have defir’d him to call at our Deacon Philips's 
‘ for two Dozen Copies of your Letter to me, and my Return 
‘ to it; prefented by Major Henchman, who fends them to yoti 

‘ for the Copy.-I have diftributed already of them 70, and 

‘ ftiall receive more., to Day to diftributc. I h.ive already 
‘ cover’d to Dr. Watts, Dr. Guife, Madam Holden, Mr. Newman, 
‘ Mr. Ofwald and BrackSlone, Bookfellcrs, Dr. Avery, Mr.Hollis ; 
‘ and to Mr. Willijon of Dundee, and am going to put up for 
t Mr,. Palmer, Mr. Coram, Dr. Wilfon and others on the other 
P • ‘ Side 
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* Side the Water. I have alfo prefented four to Governour 
‘ Shirley, and am fending to Lieutenant Governour Pbips and 

* Dummer here ■, and o the Governour, Lieutenant Governour, and 
‘ fome Minifters in ConneSlicut, and to the Prefidents of our Col- 
‘ leges, &c. 1 have cover’d to Mr. Speaker Cujhing, and for our 

* three Reprefentatkes, and to Mr. Secretary Oliver, and the 

‘ Board of Commijfioners for the Indians here, to the Minifiers 
‘ here about alfo.-’ 

By the Pains Dr. Colman took in recommending and diftribut- 
jDgMr. Sergeant’s Propofal, it is evident he was much en¬ 
gag’d in Favour of it; as Mr.SERGEANT alfo was v and, I think,, 
not without Reafon : for I look upon it as the beft concerted 
Scheme that has ever been propos’d for theBenefit of the Indians^ 
Nor do I fuppofe it likely, that they will ever be bro’t to be a 
knowing and thrifty People, unlefs, by fome fuch Method of 
Induftry, they are cur’d of their Idlenefs, and otherVices which 
proceed from it. 

When Mr. Sergeant underftood, by Dr. Caiman's Letter, 
what Care and Pains he had been at to forward this noble 
Dcfign, his generous Soul was too tenderly touch’d to be filent. 
In a Letter of Oliober 24, he thus expreffes his Gratitude to the 
Bokar. 

Reverend Sir,, 

‘ With a. Heart full of Gratitude, I write to let you know, I 

* haye receiv’d the Packet of my printed Propofals, with your 

* molt obliging Return and Recommendation of the Defign ; 

* together with the twenty Pounds of Money by Mr. Jones. You 

* heap your Favours fo fait upon me, that it almoft confounds 
‘ me. I blufh to be fpoken of publickly with fo much Com- 
‘ ipendatipn by you, when I am confeious'to. my felf, I fo little 
‘ deferve it. May God give me Grace to improve everyTalent 
‘ to his Glory ; and make me an. humble Inftrument in pro- 
‘ moting the Kingdom of his dear Son among the Heathen. 

‘ Pray make Madam Holden and her excellent Daughter &s fen- 
‘ fible as you, can, thavt I am deeply afiedted with their Good- 
‘ nefs, and return Ptaife to God for their Liberalities. I have 
‘ it in my Mind to write, her a Letter of Thanks, if it would be 
‘ acceptable. I am very thankful to you. Sir, both on my own 
‘ and the Inflians Behalfj that you hav® tak«n fo much Pains to 

‘ recommend 
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? recommend my Defign. I pray God it may meet with Ae- 
‘ ceptance in the World. I heartily eonfent that Mr. miliams 
‘ fhould be added to the Trujtees propos’d. He has delerv’d 
‘ very highly of us is a very aftive Man, and zealous to pro- 
‘ mote the Good of the Indians.' 

In another Letter of November 25th to Dr. Colman, Mr. Ser¬ 
geant fays. 

‘-^Your Care and Pains, under the Decays & Feebfenefs of 

‘ Age, to promote the Defign of my Letter, I accept with great 
‘ Thankfulnefs.— Madam Holden is exceeding kind, and fets a 
‘ noble Example. May God put it into the Hearts of others 
‘ to follow it.— I highly approve of the Manner you propofe to 
‘ put forward a Subfeription for fomething annually, and yet 
‘ not fo confining it, but that who will, may, give what they 
‘ pleafe at once.— Yefterday f we of the Engli/h Families, with 
‘ the AlBftance of two Strangers happening to be prefent, being 
‘ ten Perfons only that contributed,, colle6fed by Subferiptiort 
One Hundred, and fifteen Pounds ten Shillings, towards our pro- 
‘ pos’d Scheal ; fome to be paid annually for the Term of ten 
‘ Years : an Offering which, I hope, will be acceptable to him 
‘ who gives'US the Gomfo'rts and Bleffings of Life, with which 
‘ we are able to rejoice and give Thanks before him. Yefterday 
‘ I alfpigave the Indians fome Account of the Defign-; with 
‘ what was doing for them, chiefly by your Means. They ap- 
‘ pear’d very thankful, and this Morning fent a Meliagc to me, 

‘ to know where theHoufe was defign’d to be ere(fi:ed,with the 
‘ Offer of their AfTiftance in clearing a Spot of Land to forward 
‘ the Defign.—’ 

The Letter, which Dv.Colman wrote to Mr.SERGEANT,giving 
him Occafion to fay. Madam Holden is exceeding kind, and fets a 
noble Example, is miffing. Therein I conclude the Dobior had 
inform’d him, that Madam Holden had given one Hundred Pounds 
towards his Boarding-School, For in his Letter of May i8th 
(before tranferib’d) the Doblor fays. 

‘ I purpofe to afk Mrs. Holden's Leave to apply one Hundred, 

‘ our Currency, of her Money, toward your Boarding-School.' 

And in another Letter of May 24th 1744, he fpeaks of Ma¬ 
dam Holden's Subfeription of one Hundred Pounds. I fuppofe 
P 2 therefore 

t A Day of publick Thankfgiving throngh the Province. 



















no 


Hiftorical Memoirs, &^c. 1744 

therefore in the Letter that is miffing the Z)oi! 7 cr'inform’d hini 
of herDonation, which occafion’d him toexprefs himfelf as above. 

For want of that Letter, I am not able to fay what Manner 
of Subjeripiion the Dobior put forward, and which Mr.SpcEANT 
fo highly approv'd of, but only from this Expreffion of his -, for 
fometbing annually, and yet not fo confin'd but that who wilh, may, 
give what they pleafe at once. And what Progrefs it made I know 
not, but fuppofe it was not great. All the Light I have in the 
Cafe is from a Letter of Dr. Colman's to Mr. Sergeant, dated 
May 24th 1744, in which he fays. 

‘ I have as yet no Subfeription but Madam Holden's one Hun- 
‘ dred Pounds.' 

Then he goes on to name four Gentlemen, who fubferib’d in 
this Country, and concludes by faying, 

‘—I wilh it may be-flow and fure ; believing and not making 
‘ Halfe. God governs, and I truft will provide.” -The four 
Subferiptions above mentionedMr. Sergeant never received. I 
find them not in his Acconnt, and therefore conclude, that the 
War now coming on, and difeouraging any further Subfcripti- 
on,'", thofe were not paid. 

It muft be granted, that the People in Stockbr'idge ^licov^r'd 
a very noble and generousSpirit,in contributing fo largely to that 
pious Defign. Had the People thro’ the Country given one tenth 
Part fo much, in Proportion to their Numbers & Abilities, that 
School, and another for Females, might have been fet up, and' 
well fupported : And .had we in general, in this Land, fuch juft' 
and affedting Views of the deplorahle State of the Indians, as the 
People itStockbridge have,whofe Eyes affedl theirHearts, I doubt 
not but manyThoufands would have chearfully given to forward 
that noble and pious Defign, the beft I think that has ever been 
projedted. 

Dr. Colman fent one of Mr. Sergeant’s printed Letters, and 
his ownRecommendation of it,to a Gentleman in a neighbouring 
Town, whofe generousMind was pleas’d with the Proj^ion ; he 
therefore wrote back, propofing a Method of Subfeription to en¬ 
courage it, which the Dobior approv’d of, and therefore publilh’d 
the Gentleman’s Letter in the Weekly Journal of February .7th 
1744. The Letter, with what th^Doblor fubjoined in the publick 
Print, were as follows. 


Reverend 


III 
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Reverend .and dear Sir, 

‘ You did me the Favour fome Weeks fince, to fend me the 
‘ Rev. Mr. Sergeant’s Scheme, with your Letter annexed to it, 

‘ for promoting Chriftian Knowledge among thr Indians at Hou- 
‘ fatunnuck, by civilizing and bringing them to a good Opinion 
‘ of Induftry, Frugality, &c. which 1 very much approve of ; 

‘ and the more, becaufe it appears to me, as if he had truly no 
‘ private or peribnal Intereft in View -, but only the Honour of 
‘ his great Mafter, and the beft Welfare of the poor Heathen, 

‘ whom the Father gave him for his Inheritance. And there- 
‘ fore I heartily wilh it Succefs, and hope theDifficulties in raffing 
‘ Money, to carry on fuch an Affair, may be .furmounted. 

‘ 1 have been expedfing every Day, fince you fent it to me, to 
‘ hear of a Subfeription’s going forward on that Account, but 
‘ hear nothing of any fuch Thing at prefent. 

‘ I would therefore humbly propofe, that a Sheet of Paper or 
‘ two may be ftitch’d up at the End of one or more of thofe' 

‘ printed Letters ; and a generous Subfeription begun, by a few 
‘ well-difpos’d Gentlemen of Bojlon, and handed about from one , 
‘ to another to try what may be done that Way ; And there 
‘ every Subferiber may fee at one View the honeftDefign, judge 
^ of it’s Necelfity,'and adt accordingly, 
i f Lcaonot .help thinking the generousBenefadlions of theRev. 

‘ Mr. Hollis, and his juft Objedfiont of the Irtadfivity of a People 
‘ of fuch a Name for Religion, as we in New-England, in fuch 
, an. Affair, will put many, to the Blulh, and perhaps fpur them 
‘ on to- bountiful Liberality in this Scheme. I am no Ways 
‘ qualify’d for a Leader, my felfj but would willingly follow a 
‘ few Gentlemen who would be more likely to give it a Repu- 
•'ration and Currency,' with.'.my Subfeription of—— Pounds 
‘ and would ufe my fmall Influence to promote it; but it muft 
‘ be fome how or other fet a going, which, when once well done, 

‘ may be eafily kept alive, and in Motion. I have a great deal 
‘ of Faith that fomething of this Nature may be attended with 
‘ Succefs, if put into fuch Hands as fliall be fpirited for it, and 
‘ will not he weary in well doing ; but ftir up themfclves & others. 

‘ with a well temper’d Zeal, mixt with Prudence, fo as not to 
‘ give Offence to any who do not think exadtly as they do ; and 
‘ by fuch a Behaviour, fome who may not be well jnclin’d at one 

Time, 
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‘ Time, may lH very well difpos’d at another, to a handfome 
‘ Subfcription. 

‘ But, thisMethod notwithftanding, I hope it will not be tho’t 

* amifs to have a Brief from Authority (if Need be)^ procur’d 
‘ and promoted in every Churc^ in this Province, to coll eft 

* what well difpos’dPeoplc woirJ^e willing to give to encourage 
‘ an Affair of fueh Imprtance'-, and if, before the Colleftion, 

‘ thefe two Letters ffiould be read, t am humbJy of Opinion it 

* would not be impertinent. 

If we really believe the admirable Charms you mention at 
‘ the Clofc of yourLetter, have any Reality ia them, as I am apt 
‘ to think they have, viz. 'I'bat a right liberal Heart Haxd, no 
‘ fongue can fully /peak it ! nor enough celebrate it ! Unfpeakahk 
‘ is the Good done to the. World by it ! Unfpeahable is that Glory 
‘ redounding to the Name of Chrijl from it ! and alfo the Gotd to 
‘ ourJelves in it and from it is Vnfpeakable, both thro’ the Life 
‘ which now is & that which is to come ! Only the Day of Chrift 
‘ camreveal theGlories and J.oys awaiting it thro’ a blejfedEternity : 

' I fay, if thefe wonderful Truths are duly tho’t of, this pious 
*• Scheme of Mr. Sergeant will not, cannot, fall to the Ground 
‘ for want of Money to. carry it on, and fuppoiiB it from'd ime 

* to Time. I pray God to ftrengihen our Faith in them.— I 

‘ entreat an Incereft in- your Pr^yers^ and do affure you that I y 
‘ am with great Efkem' and Refpeft,' - , ■ '■ j. . 

■Sir,-^ " ■ ■' 1 

January, Tour very. much.oblig'd humble Servant, 

•26th 1744. - 

N. B. I think it my. Duty to make the mod publickExcufe 
‘ for the Freedom I take with my^ honourable Friend in publifhing 
‘ his Letter, excellent as it'is in itfelf !withbut his Leave ; and 
‘ alfo to inform him, and the Publick, that a Book will be ready 
‘ at myHoufe, and at the Shops of Major Henchman, C&^t.John 
‘ Phillips, and Mr. Jofeph Edwards, with blanlcLeayes annex’d, 

‘ for taking in Subferiptions : Or if it be defir’d by Perfons in 
‘ other Towns any wherF thro’ the Province, that like Books 
‘ be fent to them for the fame End, tjley fhall be fent. 

Benjamin Caiman. 

Dr. wrote to. the honourable Commijfioners upon the 

fame Subjeft ; of which he gave Mr. Sergeant the following 
Account in a Letter of February 9. i 743 > 4 '. To 
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‘ ^ wrote to 0.''/W, Efqj Secretary to the 

‘ Commijfioners for the Indians, to be communicated to them, in- 
‘ elofing to them your and my printed Letter, and thefe now 
‘ mc\Qs^d^the foregoing Letter publijh'd two Days before, and now 
‘ inclos'd to Mr. Sergeant) praying them to take your Propofal 
into Confideration, and aft as they may fee becoming them in 
‘ their publick and private Capacity. 

It will perhaps be Matter of Surprize to the Reader,that when 
fuch an Opportunity prefented, and Subferiptions were uro-’d by 
fuch forcible Reafons byDr. Colman, and the Author of thefore- 
goingLetter ; that no Subferiptions were obtain’d in theCountry, 
lave thofe four abovementioned : For I find no Account of any 
more in thePapers before me. All the Reafon I am able to give 
for it is, that theWar with France now came on, which drew the 
Attention of every one, and might difeourage, for the prefent, 
thofe who were well inclin’d : Stockbridge being an expos’d Place, 
where no fuch Defign could be carried on in Time of War, to 
good Advantage. 

I am fenfible fome worthy Gentlemen, who were pofleft of a 
laudable Concern for the Good of the Indians, apprehended, that 
there was too great a Coldnefs and Indifference in this Cafe, con- 
fidering the Importance of the Affair, and the happy Profpeft 
there was of its fueceeding, if it had been duly encourag’d ; and 
that they were a little impatient on the Account of thofe Excufes 
which were made by fome, from whom Subferiptions were ejt- 
pefted, viz. That we muff not be too hafty, Cfr. i^c. 

One Gentleman in a Letter to Dr. Colman, of May i8th ek- 
prefles himfelf thus, 

‘lam forry the propos’dDraught for a Subfcription is fo hard 
‘ of Digeftion ; I wifh Gentlemen would not be quite fo over 
‘ nice and exaft, but leave fome of thePrudentials in the Affair 
‘ to the honourable and Reverend Gentlemen ; who I hope will 
be appointed, and who will be charitably inclin’d to take upOn 
‘ them the Management of that Affair. 

A Gentleman alfo in a Letter to Mr. Sergeant oijuly 9th 
faysj 

‘ I could have been very glad, that my poor Endeavours with 
* Refpeft to your Scheme to* propagate Chriftianity among the 
Indians, had been attended with any Succefs •, but I cannot 

‘ learn 
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‘ learn that any Thing is done, or doing, about it -, and it 

* feems to me to be as dead at prcfent as if it had never been in 
‘ Motion. I have met with feveral Checks for being too hafty 

‘ in the Affair.- Our Backwardncfs to generous Aftions for 

‘ the Good of our fellow Creatures,notwithftanding the excellent 
‘ Rules of Charity prefcrib’d in Chriftianity, and enforc’d by fo 
‘ many powerful Reafons, is a moft convincing Argument, that 
‘ the Spirit of pure and undefil’d Religion but little prevails, 

‘ where the Form of it appears.”- 

I am ready to think that any one, who is well acquainted with 
this Affair, and is impartial in theCafe, will judge, that a gene¬ 
rous Subfcription to promote fuch a noble Defign, would have 
well became a People of our Profeffion : The Rev. and generous 
Mr. Hollis, when he was made acquainted with MnSERCEANx’s 
Scheme, difcover’d a very different Spirit from what appear’d 
among us. Before Mr. Sergeant’s Letter, and Dr. Caiman's 
Recommendation of it, were made publick in this Country, in 
Jpril 7. 1743. Mr. Sergeant in aLettertoMr. Hollis, inform’d 
him of his Dcfign of feting up a Boarding-School. Mr. Hollis, m 
his Anfwcr of December 5th 1743, in a moft effedlual Manner, 
fliews his Approbation of it, in the following Wodds. 

‘ I am pleas’d with your Propofal about fetting up a Boarding- 

* School for Indian Children. I like it well. May it pleafe the 

‘ Lord to incline the Hearts of many to contribute towards it. 
‘ I defire you would take up for me 12 Boys afrefh, about the 
‘ Age of 9, 10, 11, or 12 Years, and let them be totally main- 
‘ tain’d at my Expence, with Food and Raiment, Education and 
‘ the like. There may be ftill a confiderable Sum of Money in 
‘ the Hands of Col. IVendell ; pleafe to apply to him on my Ac- 
‘ count for what you want, and I will furnifh more as there may 
‘ be Occafion for it.- 

‘— N. B. I would have none butBcyr educated for me; but 
‘ it may be well if a Number of Girls could be educated on the 
‘ Account of fome others.—’ 

Dr, Colman in a Letter inform’d a certain Gentleman in his 
Neighbourhood of Mr. Hollis’s Generofity, who in his Anfwer 
to the Doflor, exprefles himfelf thus. 

‘ This extraordinary additional Bounty of that Reverend Gen- 
‘ lleman, I hope will quicken the Gentlemen here concern’d io 

‘ putting 
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‘ putting forward Subferiptions. Is it not amazing to find one 
lingle Gentleman (and that a Stranger too) fo ready and free 
! r fupporting 24 Boys, without any fea- 

loufy of hisChanty s being mifapply’d, and this whole Land fo 
backward tp fupport an equal Number of Girls, when it is fo 
‘ yaftly more our Duty than any Bodies clfe ? May not a little 
* Impatience here be a Virtue ?’ 

To Mr. i 7 c//A’s^Lettcr, of December 5. 1743, Mr. Sergeant 
wrote an Anfwer 7«/y 2. In which, after his grateful Acknow- 
ment of Mr. Hollis s Generofity, and his hearty Wifhes that a full 
Reward might be given him, by that God \s well pleas’d 
with juch Sacrifices, he informs him, that the projeded Method 
of a Boarding-School was the beft he could devife for the Good of 

the Indians, and then adds,-‘ The War with France falls out 

‘ unhappily for this Defign. We are fituated upon the Boiders 
‘ of the Majfiachufetts Province, open to the French Settlements 
‘ and in the Road where the French and Indians us’d to maktf 
have been hitherto, thro’the Goodnefs 
‘ of God, preferv’d..—However, for the prefent, I believe, it will 
‘ not be tho’t prudent to be at any Expence in the Affair of the 
‘ Boarding-School. My Houfe is garrifon’d ; a Number of Sol- 
‘ diers are fent into the Town ;—and Provifions are fcarce : fo 
‘ that I know not what can be done for your Boys juft now. We' 
‘ are, for the prefent, in fuch Confufion & Uncertainty, byRca- 
‘ fon of the War, that it is difficult to fay what is beft to be 
‘ done ; a little longer Time will probably dired us what Steps 
‘ are beft to be taken. As foon as may be, I fliall gladly prole- 
‘ cute your pious Defign.—’ 

In a Letter alfo to Dr. Colman of June 29th, he fays, 

‘ As for our Defign here, I believe, it will not be tho’t prudent 
‘ to put any Thing in Execution for the prefent, till we fee a 
‘ little how the Affair of the War will turn. 

Thus ceas’d this important Affair of the Boarding- School for* 
the prefent,and nothing more was here done about it till theYear 
1747. But, in the mean Time, fome Things were aded in Fa¬ 
vour of it in England, by fome generous and publick fpirited Per- 
fons, to whom Dr. Colman had fent Mr. Sergeant’s printed 
Letter,and his own Return or Recommendation of it; of which 
I Iliall give fome Account in its proper Place : Only obfeiving 
Q here. 
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tere, that it was a Grief to Mr. SsaoiANT, that he could not 
now proceed in it; but he hop’d for a more favourable Oppor¬ 
tunity.'— In a Letter to Dr. Cclman of November 7 th heexprelTes 
himfelf thus, 

‘ It will be a great Grief to me, If we fhodd not be able to 

* accomplilh the Defign 1 have projefted.— To God’s Power 
‘ and Grace I refer it.— 

This ProjetSioo of a Eoarduig-Schsoly and the Pains Mr. Ser- 
gjsANT was at to promote it, took up a confiderable Part of his 
Time and Thoughts ; fbr it lay very near his Heart: But,at the 
feme Time, he profeculed hiis Work amonw the Indians with In- 
duftry and Faithiulnefs ; and a very hard Service he had of it. 
For, having a mix’d Auditory, he was obliged, on each Part of 
every Lord’s-Day, both to pray arid, preach in the Englijh and 
Indian Language, that aM might profit by his Miniftry. He 
,himfelf eftcenVd his Woik to. be double on this Account, and 
us’d it as one Argument, with the honourable Conmijfwners, to 
move them to make fame Addition to his Salary, which was 
very fmajk His Words are ‘ My Labour, by being oblig’d 
‘ to preach in Indian, I fuppofe, is double to what it would be, 

* if my Hearers underdo^ Englifh.' — And I apprehend it was 
more than double v for he wrote every Word he deliva-ed to 
tb« Indians (as he further takes Notice in that Letter-,) and that 
he. might be very exadt, he ditl, for a confiderabSe Time, keep 
an Interpreter by him two Days in a Week, at h'rs own Coft, to 
afiift him in tbeTranfiation of hisSermoirs into the /»^M«Tongue. 
And befides, the Indians, being very ignorant, and not able to 
gain Knowledge by Reading, as thofe who can read may do, he 
was oblig’d to fpend much of his Time in cortverfing privately 
■tyith them, that theneby he might infufe Knowledge into their 
!^inds i which having been fa long, as an uncultivated Soil, 
wanted more abundant Labour. He was indeed a rare Inftance 
©f Diligence, loduftry, and Painfulnefs, in his Work ; and the 
Fains he took for the Good of the poor NaU-ves are not to be 
exprefs’d. 

In the Cloft of this Year,Dr. Cobnan again refrefh’d his Spirit, 
by fending him a fmall Sum.-- ‘ Pleafe Sir, (fays the DoSIor in 
a Letter of November 17th) to accept the ten Pounds inclos’d for 
y©«,’ for which Mr. Sergeant return’d hit grateful Acknow¬ 
ledgments 
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ledgments in a Letter of December 11.— ‘I have receiv’d your 
‘ moft obliging Letter—and the ten Pounds inclos’d, which I 
‘ accept with great Thankiulnefs. I return Praife to God in the 
‘ firft Place, as the original Author of every good Thing ; and 
‘ in the next Place to you, who have been made, under him, 
‘ the Inftrument of many Kindnefles to me. You have my fer- 
‘ vent Prayers in Return, fpringing from an Heart deeply fen- 
‘ fible of the Kindnefs of God to me, by your Beneficence. May 
‘ the Smiles and Joy of God to you be the Recompence of thofe 
‘ repeated Favours, with which you have fo often refrelh’d my 
‘ Bowels.’ 

As Mr. Sergeant was laborious and faithful in the Work to 
which he was call’d ; fo there is good Reafon to conclude, that 
he was fuccefsful therein : not only from the Increafc of Know¬ 
ledge, and a vifible Reformation among thebut alfo 
from the Temper of Mind feme of them difeover’d at the Timft 
of their Death, feme Inftances of which I have given above, 
and (hall here add two or three more, by fuggefting a few Hints 
concerning feme young Perfens who died this Year, and the 
Beginning of the next. The very brief Account which Mt.Ser- 
GEANT, in his Journal, gives of them is as follows— ‘ Maj 22. 
‘ died a young Perfen, not baptifed but exprefiing a ferious 
‘ Difpoficion of Mind. He was much in Prayer in hisSicknefs; 
‘ deaf, and not able to fpeak much ; but, juft before he died, 
‘ took his Father by the Hand, exhorted him to mind Religion, 
‘ to get baptifed faiduhe hoped forHappinefs,fpake thefeTbings 
‘ plain, and then died. January 19. 1745,6. This Week died 
‘ Katharine, Kunkapot’s eldeft Daughter, with good Hope of fu- 
‘ ture Happinefs, and without any Fears of Death. Feb. 16. 
‘ This Week died Kewaunnoahkuh, Daughter oiNaunaunekennuk, 
‘ with a ftrong Hope of eternal Life.’ What a defireablc Sight 
was it to behold fech young Perfens, who, a little before, were 
Strangers to divine Things, leaving the World with fuch a com¬ 
fortable Hope of a glorious Immortality ? 

The honourable for Affairs in London, xo 

whomDr.Co/»»fl« had fent Mr.SERGE ant’s printed Letter,and his 
ownRecommendaiion of it, received it -, and their Treafurer,\n a 
Letter to the honourable Andrew Oliver, Efq-, Secretary to their 
honourable Commiffioners in Bojlon, inform’d ium, that Mr. Ser- 
0^2 GE ant’s 
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oeant’s. Propofal had gain’d the Approbation of the Society in 
L ’idons that they were inclin’d to contribute to itand that 
when there fhould be a Profpea: of its taking Effed:, they would 
confider the Matter, and encourage it as they conveniently 
could. This LetterMr. 0//wr communicated toMr. Sergeant, 
who wrote to the honourable Corporation, informing them, that 
the Affair of the Boarding School had been delay’d by Reafon of 
the War ■, that the Founding of it would coft a confiderableSum, 
tho’ he hop’d it might, afterwards, be carried on with but little 
Charge ; that, upon a Computation made, it was tho’t, that 
pwo Hundred Pounds Sterling would be needful; that he purpofed 
to proceed in that Affiir, as far as prefent Circumftances would 
admit ; and concluded by humbly recommending it to the fa¬ 
vourable Notice and Encouragement of that honourable Corpo¬ 
ration, But I find not, among his Papers, any Anfwer to this 
Letter, nor any Account of Money advanced by the Corporation 
for that Bufinefs ; and therefore fuppofe Nothing was done by 
them, while Mr. Sergeant liv’d. Perhaps his Letter, in Time 
of War, might fail of reaching the Corporation. 

Another of thok Propofals ior z. Boarding-School was fent to 
Dr. Watts, the Effcd of which Dr. Colman inform’d Mr. Ser¬ 
geant of in a Letter of May 21.-‘ I am now, dear Sir, 

* (fays the Boiior) to inform you, that laft Night I receiv’d a 
‘ Letter from Dr. Watts, dated March 26, wherein he fays to 

* me, I have your Letter from Mr. Sergeant, and have made 

* a I'mall Colledlion among a few Friends for his Defign, and 

* pious Work in the Education of fome of the neighbouring /«- 
‘ dians ■, and now I inclofc a Bill of Exchange to you, for feventy 

* Pounds your Currency, from Mr. Henry Cafwell of Bofton, 

* Merchant.’ So he faluies Mr. Sergeant, and wifhes him Suc- 

* cefs. I rejoice with you, Sir,in this firftFruit.’ And in aLctter 
of June 10. the Doaor fays,— ‘ 1 lately inform’d you of a Bill 
‘ for feventy Pounds our Currency, from the excellent Dr. Watts 

* of London, —The Money is in my Scriptore, wrote upon from 

* him to you. I Ihall be glad to forward a Letter of Thanks 
‘ from you to him.’—Accordingly, Mr. Sergeant, in his next 
‘ Letter to Dr. Caiman, fays •,— ‘ I have inclos’d a Letter, fuch 
‘ as it is, for Dr. Watts •, be pleas’d to forward it to him with 
‘ as much Safety as you can, and as foon as may be.’ Of this 

Lettrt 
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Letter to Dr. Watts, and of many others which Mr. Sergeant 
wrote to one and another, I find no Copies, which lays me under 
no fmall Difadvantage in myEndeavours to give a goodAccount 
of thefe Things. 

Capt. 1 ’homas Coram of London,zGcmkmzn who has difcot>er’d 
a generous and noble Spirit in divers Projedfions for the Benefit 
of the Nation, and for the Good of Mankind, in fome of which 
he happily fucceeded, receiv’d from Dr.Colman Mr. Sergeant’s 
Propofal for a Boarding-School. When he had read the Scheme, 
he was very much pleas’d with it ; and in a Letter datedZ,c»ifs», 
January 23, he gave the Doaor Thanks for the Book, and 
afilired him that he had taken no fmall Pains to promote that 
good Work ; and that he entertain’d Hopes, that the Prince of 
Wales would encourage that pious Defign by becoming the firft 
Subferiber. 

Of this Dr. Colman inform’d Mr. Sergeant in a Letter of 
May 7, which much reviv’d his Hopes refpedting his Boarding- 
School ■, and in his Anfwer of May 29, he fays to the Doaor : 
‘ Mr. Coram has fhewn an excellent and moft generous Spirit in 
‘ the Matter, for which I thank God ; and defire you, when 
‘ you write to him again, to give him my moft hearty Thanks, 

‘ for the Pains he has taken in this Affair ; which I hope will 
< add to the Weight and Glory of that Crown of Rightcoufnefs 
‘ which waits for him, when he has finiflied the Work defign’d 
‘ him by Providence. And if he fucceeds in this, it may per- 
‘ haps appear worthy to be the laft Service of fo induftrious a 
‘ Labourer for the Good of others. If the Prince of Wales leads 
‘ in the Subfeription, it looks probable that it may fccure the 
‘ Succefs of thatDefign, 1 have fo earneftly defir’d to fee accom- 
‘ plifh’d. I am waiting to put fomething in Execution among 
‘ the pious and liberal in our own Country, when the Face of 
‘ Things, in divine Providence, fhall appear encouraging.’— 

Capt. Coram was fo charm’d (to ufe his own ExpreSion) with 
Mr. Sergeant’s Undertaking, that he exerted bimfelf abun-’- 
dantly to promote it. He firft got a Book bound, and a proper’ 
Preamble writ in it forBencfaftors to Subferibe to, for theBenefit 
of Mr. Sergeant’s School: Then he applied to fome wealthy 

Perfons, 

•j- Mr. Sercbant’s printed Letter and Dr. Celman'e Rtcemmendatiim wake a 
fmall Book. 
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Pcrfons, both in City and Coumry ; And tho’ he found many, 
who exprdTed their Willingnefs to eficontige fo good a Dtfign, 
by their Contributions 5 yet he could find no Perfon who was 
willing his Name Ihould ftand firft in the Subfcription : but all 
ehofe to fubfcribe after it was well begun by fome proper Perfon. 
ThefeObjeaions put this generous Gentleman upon the tho’t of 
prctering a Petition to His Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, 
that he would honour & encourage this nobleDefign, by placing 
his Name at the Head of the Subfcription. He thcrelore pre¬ 
par’d the following Petition for that End. 

To His Royal Highnefs the Rrinte of Wales ^ 

The humble Petition of T^homas Ceram, Gentleman, mod 
humbly Iheweth, 

That, in the Reigns of King and Qiieen Anne^, your 

Petitioner tranfafled Affairs of Commerce in His MajeUy’s Plan¬ 
tations, in Norths America ; where he refided many Years, and 
conftantly endeavoured to promote the Honour of the Crown 
and the Good of the Publick -, fonae of which Endeavours were 
crowned with SuCcels, to the lafting Benefit of this Kingdom ; 

That during his Refidence in thefe Parts, he obferv’d with 
Attention that many Advantages, that might and ought to have 
been long fince fecured there, greatly tor the Honour of the 
Crown, and thcBenefitof His Majefty’s Kingdoms, have hitherto 
been grofly obftrudted or negleded ; particularly that of gaining 
over the manyTribes of the Heathen In&ian Natives, in the vaft 
Wildernefs behind the Britijh Settlements \x\Rew England,\.o the 
Intcrefl; of the Nation, and to the Knowledge Sf Ebveof 

Chrijitanity, who, if well treated, and properly inllruaed by fit 
Perfons, refiding continually among them, would be cffe<aual!y 
attacht to the britifh Intereft in all future Times, and prove of 
vaft Service to the Crown, efpecially 111 Time of War WnhFrance, 
whofe Mtftonaries conftantly refide among their neighbouring 
Tribes ot Indians near the French Settlements in Canada, and, in- 
JftrudEng them in the brench Intereft, render them very ufeful to 
the French in their Wars, and as injurious to the Briti(h Subjects 
in the laid Plantations ; . . 

'I'hat Mr. John Sergeant, a Gentleman of great Probity, 
Piety, and Learning, fettled at Houfatmnuk, one of the further- 
jnoft out Parts of the Habitations in Ne^-England, on 

the 
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the Borders of faid Wildernefs, being deeply touched with Com¬ 
panion for the miftrablc Stare of Ignorance and Heathenijm of 
thofe many Tribes of poor Indians,2in^ duly fenfible of theTruth 
of the Premifles, has form’d an excellent Scheme for the Education 
of a Number of tlrofe Indian Children, in fuch Manner as may, 
by Degrees, raife them into the Corrditionot a eivil&induftrious 
People,and introduce the Engliflj Language among them, inftead 
of their own barbarous Jargoo,and inftrua them in thePrinciples 
of Religion and Vertue i and will himfelf and Family conftantly 
refide among them, and apply his Time and beft Endeavours, 
for the moft effedtual carrying the fame into Execution, whereby, 
in a Courfe of Years, a Way may, by God’s Bleffing, be opened 
for the Propagation of Chrijlianity to the remoteft of theirTribes : 

That this noble Defigri Carinof, in its Nature, be carried for¬ 
ward without eonfiderabfe Expence ; the furnifhlng whereof de¬ 
pends, under God,on the charitableContribetions of well-difpofed 
People ; and many worthy PBrfbns of both Sexes, in and near 
London, defirous to promote the fame, have declared their Inten¬ 
tions to contribute liberally towards carrying on and fupporctng 
thereof, when a Subfcription and Collcdfion for it fhall be pro¬ 
perly begun. 

And for as much as this Undertaking would be greatly en¬ 
couraged by your Royal Highmjs'^ gracioufly vouehftfeing to 
become the firft Subferiber and Contributer thereto,and many of 
His Majefty’s goodSubjefbs be induced to give the more liberally 

May it therefore pleafe your Royal Highnefs to take the Pre- 
miffes into Confideration, and gracioufly condefeend to become 
the firft Subferiber and Contributer to the fame. 

Aniyoitn Petitioner fiall ever Pray, Sec. 

T. C. 

This Petition, with a Letter, and the Subfcription Book, Capt. 
Coram fent to Col. John Shute, Privy Purfe toHis Royal Highnefs, 
with whom he was well acquainted, who was then about twenty 
Miles from London, defirtng him to 1 ay ehent before the of 
Wales. But his Circumftances would not chbn admit of his going, 
to the Prince. The Colonel therefore fent the Letter,, Petition,' 
and Subfcription Book, to the Rev. Dr. A^fcough, Clerk of the 
Clofet, and firft Chaplain to his Royal Highnefs, defiring him to 
folicit the Prince to ^come the firft SubfaibeE. 


The 
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The Doilor had no fooner laid thefc Things before his Royal 
Hizhnefs but he declared himfelf ready and free to encourage fo 
good and laudable a Defign, plac’d his Name at the Head of 
the Subfcription, and gave 20 Guineas for the Encouragement of 
the Boarding-SchooU'»\^\ch was paid toMr. Coram. Dr. Ayfcough 
alfo let him know, that he himfelf defign’d to make a Prelent of 
a BihU to the Congregation at StocHridge, which he loon after 
did 5 one of the largeft Sort, finely Gilt, bound up in three Vol. 
large Folio, which now adorns the Pulpit at Stockbridge, and is 
made ufc of for the Benefit of that Congregation, every Lord s- 

^ While thefe Things were doing, Capt. Coram tho’t himfelf ob¬ 
lig’d to let Dr. Ayfccugb know, that this Mr. Sergeant was a 
3 (fenting Minifter, and not of the Church of England. The 
BoSlor reply’d ‘ What if he be a Diffenler ? He is a goodMan, 

* and that is every Thing. It is Time thofe Diftinftions fhould 
.‘ be laid afide, and not make them where there is none, and the 

* Partition Wall thrown down that Chnftians might love one 

* another : That he lov’d all goodMen alike, let them htChurcb- 

* men or DiJfeiUers.' , • jt 

A noble, generous and catholick Spirit the DobJor^ herein dil- 

cover’d ; and were all Minifters, of every Denomination, of fuch 
an excellent Temper, we ^hould^foon all join Hands to remove 
the Partition Wall, which has fo long divided, and weakned the 
Church of Chrijl ; and unite in cultivating and eftablilhing that 
Love and Unity the Gofpel of Chriji fo abundantly recommends 
to us, and which is both the Strength and Beauty of theChriftian 
Church. The Doilor alfo. wrote a very kind and obliging Letter 
to Mr. Sergeant, which, if it prove as grateful to the Reader 
as it was to him, and is to me, i lhall think my Time well fpent 
in' tranfenbing. 

Reverend Sir, 

‘ I have perufed, with great Satisfadion, your Letter to Dr. 
‘ Colman, concerning your Propofal of a more effeilual Method 
‘ of converting the Indians, in yoyr Neighbourhood, to Chril- 
‘ tianity. I likewife had fuch an Account of youi good Inien- 

‘ tions and Abilities fromMr. Belcher, Mr. Coram, and fome other 
‘ of your Friends, that I could not forbear writing to you, bt)ch 
f to fhew my Approbation of your Defign, and to allure you or 


1746 Hiftorical Memoifs, jjj 

‘ .my encouragjng, and affifting it, to the ucmofj of my .Power. 
^ I have recommended it to the.of 

‘ who, w'th.his ufual Goodnefs, has contributed towards it; and 
‘ you may depend upon my pronjoting it with all the Zeal that 
‘ fo pious and ufeful an Undertaking requires & deferves. Pray 
‘ God give you Succefs in it. But whatever the Event of yoyr 
‘ Labours may be, you njay be fure of the Reward of them, 
‘ from that good Being .from , whom only, 1 dare fay, you expeft 
‘ it. Pray God blcfs aijd profper you, and as many (. let theni 
‘ be of whatfoever Denomination) who love our Lord Jefus Chrijl 
‘ in Sincerity. I am, good Sir, 

Tour affeSiionaie Brother 
London, May 20.. 1746.- and humble Servant, 

Francis Ayfiougb. 

Capt. Coram, having fucceeded fo well with the Prince, in the 
next Place apply’d to the Duke of Cumberland, by the Right Hon. 
Mr. Po}n,ts, 6.fct\x\r\o he would contribute ten Guineas. 1 he 
Duke generoufly re^y’d, ‘ Itvyould be Shameful to give fp fmaU 
‘ a Sum to fo good a Purppfe,’ apd fubferib’d Twenty., The 
Lord Chancellor, tfie DTgfi f^ jDorJst, anef the Lord G^r gave 
each five Guineas. And here, fo far as I can learni this "weli 
begun Subfcription ended, which every one who reads the fore¬ 
going Account will be furpriz’d at, unlefs I relate the Occafiop 
of it, otherwife I fhould have pafs’d it,over in Silence. , _ 

A certain Gentleman in London, and a Lady of his Acquaint 
tance, (which Lady Capt. Coram had before,apply’d to, to be¬ 
come the firft Subferiberj had inform’d the Captain, tha,r, when 
the Subfcription was well begun, they would contribute to that 
good Defign. He therefore now wrote to the Gentlcmao, 
quainted him with the Succefs he had met with, fent him.^ Cppy 
of the above Petition to the Prfwr^j .apidjpfprm’d hitfii !Slf 4 ®;bc 
defign’d to wait upo.n the Lady fpr her Subfcription, , Tjae 
tleman fent back the-Petition to Mr. .and, wrote tp birn, 

letting him know, thatrhis Conduft had been fuch, that neither 
the Lady, nor he would have any ThiPgTOaorje.tbifay .cp him. 
This TreatnjcDtgave itbc: good 'G.ed<i5^WP'fbch a Difgoft; that 
he jMGoeeded .fio-'jforthtciv iAnd; jin.a Letter (yi .m^-T9y :he 
fays to Mr. SsRGBAuir.j-fr-.'Hltcftny IjelievohlhOold bftve got fen 
‘ Times as much as I .have, if 1 had npt been prevented By .that 
f yn.handfbme Ufage.’, R • ■ What 
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What a t’itf Ife' it, that a Subfcription to encourage fuch a 
pious and noble Defign, that had fp good a Lead, and fuch a 
fair Pfofpeft pf fucceedihg, fhoutd’be put by becaufc of the ill 
Ufage one or Wo Perfons offered to the generous Promoter of it ? 
Would not one have tho’t, that feeing that Gentleman & Lady 
fail’d, there was the more Need of applying fp others, who had 
given Encouragement, that they would fmile upon the Affair by 
their free Contributions ? And is lt'ndc more than probable, that 
the Example of His Royal Higbnefs ihe Pt'wce of Wales, of the 
Duke of Cumberland his Brother, andi alfo of the noble Perfons 
■who had fubferib’d, would have induced many to free and libe- 
lal Contributions to fuch an excellent and pious Defign f 

What Capt. Coram collefted, he fent to Mf. Wallis oC’BoHorr, 
by ’whom it came to Mr Sergeant’s Eland. He wrote alfo a 
Very large Letter, dated London, May lo,. in which he inform’d 
Mn Sergeant of his Proceeding, in all the foregoing Steps ; 
which Mr. Sergeant receiv’d January 1747 ; when I find in 
his Journal thefc fhort Hints, * Received Letters from London 

* infornrting of a Benefaftion for the Indiitns School;—went to 

* Bcjlon io take Care of it.*L. The Prince oi Wales fubferib’d 20 

* Guineas.’- 

A grateful Senfe of Dr. Ayfcough'% Generofity, Kindnefs and 
Condefeention, oblig’d Mr. Sergeant to write to him wichoiic 
Delay. The Copy of his Letter bearsDatc January 24. 1746,7.. 
and is as follows., 

Reverend Sir, 

* With great Satisfaftion,and much Gratitude, I receiv’d your 

* moft obliging Favour of May 20. 1746. affuring me of your 

* approving of my Defign, puHifhed in my Letter to Dx.Colmarr^ 

* and'6f your Readi'nefs to promote it, to the utmdft of your 

* Power. I am extreamly oblig’d to that good Gentleman,'Mr, 
‘ Corarh, for making you aCquatinted with it, and to you for 

* recommending it to His Royal Highne/s the Prince of Wales ; 

* and think it my Duty to return you my moft hearty Thanks 
‘ for this.Inftancc of.your Goodnefs : and am very glad' of this 
‘ Advantage put into my Handsj to promote a Spirit of Loyalty 

* in ihtIndians, to His Majefty, whofeSubjedts th^ new readily 
‘ profefs themfclves to be } and there-is no Doubt bu^ fuch ln- 

* ftances oi Royal Bounty,well improv’d, will have a good Effedf, 

J te attach the Indians to the- Britijh Intereft. J -Your 
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‘ Your own Gift to .our Congregation, I thankfully accept 
‘ both as an Inftance of your Goodnefs, and Piety. As it ever 
‘ has been, fo it will, I truft, (till be, my zealous Endeavour to 
‘ Communicate to this poor People the pure Dodlrines of God, 

* and the Words of eternal Life, as they are contain’d in the 
‘ holy Scriptures •, ever praying that-they may be made wife to 
‘ Salvation by them. 

‘ I am much oblig’d to myFriends,that they have recommened 
‘ me, in fo advantageous a Manner, to Gentlemen of fo diftin- 
‘ guiftied and high Stations as yours -, and yet I cannot, withoii.t 
‘ Rcludtance, receive theirCompliments. To be fore, Dr. Colman 
‘ has. fpoken too highly of me, and I wifh fome Things he has 
‘ faid had been fopprefled, Mr. Belcher was ever exceeding 
‘■^ind to me, and highly deferv^d of the Indians, having taken 
‘ great Pains, whiL he was in the Chair of this Government, to 
‘ promote Chriftianity among them, and to engage them in the' 
‘ Brili/h Intereft : And it is a great Pleaford to me, fhat he has-’ 
‘ not forgot his former Kindnefs, To his pious Zeal-tb pronfott' 
‘ this Intereft, I attribute his kind Partiality towards-trie. 

‘ This Defign I look upon to be of great Ihiportarfce, and 
‘ am greatly encouraged in the Undertaking, in that it has -ob- 
‘ tain’d the Approbation and good Influencts of a Genrlcrnsn'of 
‘ your CharaCicr and Statiori; which give ybiPfo ftiiHfh’’“A<?P 5 rt-" 
‘ tage to promote it. I have written 1 argelysb ;MV. ^ 

‘ will gladly embrace an Opportunity-td cotBmuhica't'C fo yoti,* 

‘ what. I have written to him, 

‘ It is with great Satisfaction I obferve thcGoCdnefs, the Cart-' 
‘ dour & pious .Difpofition of your Mind, which Cert«hly mlKft 
‘ ibe approv’d by that good Being,, who is the Father of th&-Ufii-‘ 
‘ verfe, andithe great Sa-viGur.ofThicWorkli vftYo^has given hitrt- 
‘ fclf a Ranfom for ail. M3y'hisKingdom'be' t?nl.trgedilahd ' 
‘ Fulnefs.of. the Gentiles broughtAnio his holy Church;- I have 
‘ had large Experience of the Truth of bis gracious Promifes, 

‘ and .cltecqi your’kind and condefeending N'orfoe of 'me, *s an' 
‘ Inftance,tot. the Fulfilment of his, Promife to tliwn'.t^Vat deny 
‘ themfclvcs -Ior his,'andthe Gc^'pel’s Sake, May H^gKacibufly 

* confidcr thisdnftance of your Kindnefs, as ah Adi bt Charity' 

* done to himfelf, vyhen he Ihall come to judge the World,' 
J brjiiging his Rewards witk bim. How happy wotfld It be for' 

R 2 ‘the 
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‘ the Nation, if the Minifters of Religion, of every Deiio- 
‘ mipation, were endow’d with the fame Gandor ahd-ptous Difi 

* pofition ? Then our unhappy party Diftirrdlions would be foon 
‘ forgotten. May the fame divine Temper, by your happy In- 
‘ fluiTnce, dilFufe itfelf amoog,all. Orders, promoted by the Ex- 
‘ amp'^e.oj; s. Prince of .fo.maity amiable Virtues, as, adorn His 

* Royal Uighnefi Prince oi Wales. Excufe.me, Sir, that f 
*• hope you will favour me- with yoiw-ft-vture Gorrefpondente, 

* which 1 (hall cfteem a great Honour done to, 

To the Rev. Dr. Ayjcmgh^ ■ ■ Reverend Sir, 

Clerk ot the Clofet'to'hiS'Rpja/ ■ > -' Tour obliged 

Uizhnefs ths Prince oi Walei,&iC,. , n ' 1 • Humble Servant, 

.V>V,a .N .' , . JOHN SERGE ANT.- 

He alfo wrote a very Idrge iLifetter to Capt. Coram, dated Jan. 
:^2. In which he gives a confidvi'ablc Account of his Miffion to 
thi.Indians, and of his SucceCsiin.thac Bufincfs. It w?ll thtrefore 
doubclef^ be grateful to the iReade'r to. be entertain’d with the 

Sir,, :. . ‘ : bf::M 

* Your moft't^ligingLcttef of May rO. 1746, containing an 

* Account of }50u)- gencroos Endeavours to promoter the Defign 

■* ofj^y fbr the Indians, I have juft, now receiv’d ; 

•'fiO^etheri'^ith theiltwoke of the Particulars you have fent to' 

By Vr. Ca/manh Favour, I 

* was' l^forej, ia ferae Meafurc,. acquainted with your Zeal, your 
‘ getierous Concern & Pains for us ;:;which gave me great Satis- 
•.feftion, & mov’d both myThankfglvings toGod & Prayers for 
■* ypu. . But your Letter,: cOntaming an Accpunt of your La- 
< bpurs.in this, Affair, gives me fuch an ©pinion of your Goed-^ 
‘ nefs as e^eeds v^hat I eoufld readily have imagined. It is a’ 

* great Pleafure to me, that you. Ifeem to-be mov’d with fo ge- 
‘ nerous a Spirit,, and fo much above the narrow and niggardly 
‘ Conceptions of Bigots j which Temper is as great an Abhor- 
*■ rence tp,my Mind as it can Beito yours. And I am fere the 
‘ Pleafeteyoiu take, in fechgentrousLaboursfor Mankind,moft' 
‘ be as much above the little Sotisfaiiftion of Bigots, in promoting 

* their own party Schemes, as the Temper with which you are 
‘ aftuated is preferable to theirs. And your Reward with God 
‘ will be ih. Propottioa to The Excellency of that Charity that' 

. ■ L .H ‘ moves 
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‘ moves you, in your generous Labours for us. Nothinc^, to be 
fere, could have been better defign’d than to get thofe great 
‘ Perfons you applied to, to honour the Drfign with their Sub- 
‘ feriptions ; And that it has been favour’d in our excellent Royal 
‘ Family, is by me eftcem’d an additional Obligation of Duty to 
‘ endeavour to promote a Spirit of Loyalty in the Indians, is kr 
as my Influence now, or any Time hereafter, may reach. 

‘ It is now a little more than eleven Years fince I was firfl fet- 
‘ tied in this Part of the Country, with a Defign to profelite the 
‘ Indians to the Chriftian Faith. Having fpent Part of the fore- 
‘ going Year with them, in two Vifits 1 made them, I found 
‘ fech Encouragement as induced me to devote myfclf to this 
‘ Service : And have now, with a great deal of Pains, gain’d 
‘ fuch an Acquaintance with their barbarous Language as to 
‘ converfe with them in it; and with a little Afliftance, in my 
‘ Study, from an Interpreter, to preach to them, and to read 
‘ Prayers,which I have compofed for the publick Worfhip,which 
‘ they attend as conftantly asPeople generally doinEnglifliAffcm- 

* blies. TheirLanguage is extreamly hard to learn,and perhaps T 
‘ fliall never, be a thoro’ Matter of it ; there never having been 
‘ any European that ever was, except one or two, and they learn’d 
‘ it when they were Children. But the young People among' 
‘ them Ic^ro^EngliJl) well; moft of them in thisPlacc underftand 
‘ a great deal of it, and feme fpeak it freely & correflly. There 
‘ are many that can read EngUPo well, and feme are able to 
‘ write. When I came into thefe Parts firft they were much 
‘ difperfed, four or five P’amilies in a Place, and often moving 

* from Place to Place. They are now gathered together at this • 
‘ Place, and aj-e much more fixed than they ufed to be. Inftead 

‘ of their Bark Halts, they own feventcen Englijh Houfes, fifteen 
‘ of which they have built thcmfelves at their own Coft, and 
‘ feme of them arc comfortably furnifhed with Houfhold Stuff. 

‘ There were in this Place but eight or ten Families when I firft 
‘ came, we now reckon nearFifty befides old People & tranfient 
‘ young Perfons. The Families indeed arc but fmall, as is com- 
‘ mon among the Natives. Near half that are born die in In- 
‘ fancy or Childhood, which I attribute to their Manner of Liv-' 

* ing, and want of fuitable Medicines in Time of Sicknefs. The 
t grown People abundantly die with Confemptions, begun with • 

‘ violent 
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‘ violent Colds. The mofl: of the fettled Families in ourNeigh-- 
‘ bourhood are gathered to this Place, and the greater Part of 
‘ them have received Baptifm. OurNumber increafcs fromTime 
‘ to Time by the Addition of new Families, efpecially of thofe 
‘ who are kindly difpos’d to Chriftianity. It is probable, we 

* (hould have had more of them before now, if there had not 
‘ come fomeMi^ravia/i Preachers among fome of them near to us. 

‘ I do not pretend to fo much Acquaintance with that Sort of 
‘ People, as to pals any pofuive Judgment about them ; the 
‘ Converts they have made, are, I think, Enlhufiaftick & bigot- 
‘ ted. They have rendred themfelves fo much fufpeded in the 
‘ Governments of New-Terk and ConneSlicut, that they would' 

‘ not tolerate them within their Bounds. They refufed to take 
‘ the Oath of Allegiance to King Gtorge, or even the Quakers 
‘ folemn Declaration. What was the Meaning of this 1 cannot 
‘ tell. They drew off a Number of Indians from thefe Parts, 

‘ and fome from this Place to Penfylvania. We have of Indians 
‘ in regular ftanding in theChurch'35, 13 Males and 22 Females^ 

‘ befides five or fix under a temporary Sulpenfron from theCom- 
‘ munion, fome of which I hope may be recovered to Repen- 
‘ tance. Out of our Communion have died eight or nine, moft 
‘ of whom feem to me to have left the World with a good 

* Chriftian Temper, and with a well grounded Hope,, befides 
‘ fome other younger Peifons, 1 could not but hope well of. 

* The Succefs I have had, thro’ the divine BlelTing, has been 

* tho’t as great as has attended any late Attempt of .this Kind, 

* and yet I have nothing to boaft of -, but have Reafon to be 

* humbled, that my Labours have been fo much blafted : I am 
‘ fure nothing affefts me with more Grief than to obferve the- 
‘ little Fruit of my Labours. ISomcof thofe who have appear’d' 

* the rnoft promifing Converts, have, to my great Grief, and, 

‘ fome Times, even to my Aftonifhment, Itrangely fallen away, 

* which has almdft wholly difeouraged my further Attempts. 

‘ The Truth is, the Indians ate, perhaps, as fickle and irrefolute 

‘ in their Determinations, as any People, in the World : And' 
‘ when they feem to be wholly recovered .from their Vice, eifily ■ 
‘ relapfe into their foolifh & wicked national Habits. I Ipeak ' 
of the Tribe to which 1 Mmitter, and fuppofe the lame I’em- - 
per generally prevails among all the Amernati Indians, Pheir 

great 
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. great national and fundamental Vices are, Idlenefs and Brunk- 
. which are a great Obfiruftion to the Propagation of 
‘ Chnftiamty among them, with any due & lafting Effedf. Be- 
Mes, theie IS an almoft univerfal Jealoufy fpread among the 
I rtbes of Indians, and a Sufpicicn of the tnglijh. This I am 

^ Method more likely to conquer thefe 

Difficulties, and to lay the Foundation for the larger Spreading 
‘ of thcGofpe , or attaching the Indians to the Briii/h interefl: 

‘ ■ ^ propos’d. If it pleafe God to give 

It Etfcdt, It may,in Time,be a.Mcans of a great Deal of Good ; 
And yet, I dare not promife mylclf fuddcnly any extraordinary 
Succefs from it. I lee noWay that will, in humanProbability 
correa fo fuccefsfully their national Habits, as this 1 have pro- 
‘ pfed. It IS not eafy for thofe, who arc not acquainted with 
barbarous Nations to conceive, into what a Degree of Barbarity 
they are funk ; nor how difficult it is to recover them. A 
‘ great Deal has been done for our Indians. To their Honour 
‘ this Government has done much ; but yet, fo jealous were they 
^ the firft, that they could hardly be perfuaded to accept the 
‘ Kin.dneffes that were offer’d them, and fome they adually re- 
fufed. ^We are now got over this Difficulty, which has been 
a vaft Hindrance to our Defign. 

‘ Our Situation here is the beff, to lay fuch a Foundation, of 
‘ any to be found m New-England. By the Favour of the Go- 
‘ vernment, we have a good Townlhip of Land, capable of 
maintaining three Times the Number of Inhabitants that we 
‘ have ; and, I believe, it might be, in Time, rcpleniffied with 
‘ that Number, by this Means. And if we could perfuade a 
^ Number of young People, from the feveral remote Tribes, to 
‘ receive an Eclucation here, they might be a Means of Propa- 
‘ gating Chriftian Knowledge and Vertue very far among their 
‘ Tribes : And there is Ground to hope, we might obtain this, 

‘ by the Influence of two Miffionaries in the Weftern 

‘ Parts. I mean Mr. Barclay^ a worthy Gentleman, and my 
‘ particular Friend, Miflionary to the Mohawks., who received 
his Orders from the Bilhop of London, and is maintained by 
\ the Society for Propagating theGofpel See. but as he is Chaplain, 

‘ at 
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‘ at thcrameTimc,in the King’sGarrifon and oblig’d 

‘ fpend half his Time there, 40 M iles diftant from thenii and has 
« no eftablifhed Schoffl Mafier, or CaUMJi, labours under great 

■» Difadvantages. The other Gentleman, I mean, is Mr.fira/W, 

‘ a zealous and well-difpos’d youngMan, fomcAccount of whom 
« you have in a Pamphlet, which accompanies this. In a Word, 

^ Sir, I think the Defign of a School, in the Manner 1 have pro- 
‘ ieaed, is of very great Importanrc, not to fay abfolmely ne- 

‘ ceffary, in order to the effectual Fropagatron of the Chnftian 

. Religion among them •, and unlefs this People are beyond all 
‘ other, under a Curfe from Heaven, this would probably do it: 

* for, except their Compleftion, I fee nothing, in th^ People, 

* but that they may be cultivated into as agreable ti People as 
‘ anv other. They are naturally mgemoiis and good tempered 
‘ asmher People, and many of the little Children very pretty 
« and agreable • and feem to want Nothing but a right Cultiva- 
‘ tion to form their Minds and Manners into every laudable 
‘ Quality and Aflion, human Nature is capable of. If I can be 
‘ thS Inftrument in the Hand of Providence m lay fuch a Foun- 
« dation as this, it would be a great Satrsfadtion to my Mind 

« and, I hope. Generations to come will have Occafion to re- 

‘ member my Name with Gratitude. _ 

‘ I am fure, the Defign is good ; and, it feems to me, as 
‘ neceffary as it is good , for indeed without this Method of 
‘ Inftruffion & Cultivation ot thcirChildren, our Labour feerns 
‘ to be, in great Meafure, vain. I cannot but hope it may be 
« effeaed, notwithftanding the Difcouragementi it has hitherto 
« met wi^h I believe there might have been fome confiderable 
« Subferiptions made in thisCountry, had not the War prevented. 
« When it fhall pleafe God to put an End to this diftreffing Ca- 
‘ lamity I fhall ufe my utmoftEndeavours. with the Afiiftance ot 
‘ crood and well-difpos’d Gentlemen, to put theMatter forward. 
To Capt. riiflwur C»m» 

of London. JONN sergeant. 

Thefe two Letters, from Mr. Sergeant,! am apprehentive 
never reach’d the Gentlemen to whom they were directed ; for, 
September 24. 1747, Mr. Sergeant notes, in his Journal, that 
he had then rKeiv’d aLetterfrom Mr.Wallis'of Bojien, intorm\og 
him that Capt. Ccrawhad receiv’d no Letter 'from him, and was 
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a little out of Temper upon that Account. And then adds, ‘ I 
‘ immediately laid afide all other Bufinefs and wrote to’Dr. 
‘ Jyfcougb & Mr. Coram:—Yeez. I fiifped, that even this fecond 
Letter he now wrote to Dr. Ayfeougb, fail’d by the Way j for, 
in a fecond Letter which the Dolior wrote to Mr. Serg’eant! 
dzted December 1748, he informs him, that he had receiv’d 
his Letter of 7«/jy 22, 1748, but makes no Mention of any of an 
earlier Date. He alfo fays to him, that he was glad the Con¬ 
gregation of Stockbridge had receiv’d the Bible he fent; which 
feems to intimate, that the firft Information he had of their re¬ 
ceiving of it, was by Mr. Sergeant’s Letter of July 22, 1748 ; 
whereas Mr. Sergeant in his Letter of January li,, 1746,7,’ 
inform’d the Dodior of the Receipt of it, and return’d himThanks 
for it. I have before taken Notice, that as foon as Mr. Hollis 
was made acquainted with Mr. Sergeant’s Defign oizBoarding- 
School, he dire£i;ly ordered twelve more Boys to be taken in upon 
that Foundation, and educated wholly at his Coft. But,by Rea- 
fon of the War, which much affefted them oi Stockbridge, his 
Orders were not put in Execution, and the whole Affair of the 
Boarding-School was defer’d, till a more favourable Opportunity. 
Mr Hollis, being inform’d ot this, wrote this Year to De.Caiman, 
infifting upon it, that 12 Boys fhouid, without any furthei Delay, 
be taken & educated at his Charge : And thofe PaflTagesof Mr, 
Hollis’s Letter, which related to that Affair, Dr. Colman trani- 
ferib’d to Mr. Sergeant. In a Letter of May 7, the Dodior 
writes ; 

Reverend and dear Sir, 

‘ Yefterday I receiv’d a Letter from our honoured Friend Mr. 

‘ Hollis, who fays— If my Money lie by till the tVar ends, it may 
he a long fime indeed. Do you fee the leaf Profpedi in the World 
of it ? Would you not wi/h to fee the Redeemer’s Work carried on 
while you live ? I am not willing to have my Money of three Hun¬ 
dred and fifty Pounds year Currency lying by ufelefs, till the War is 
ended. ■ And I do herewith appoint, that there be, as foon as pdfftble, 
1-2 more Heathen Boys taken on my Account, to be entirely provided 
for with Lodging and Maintenance, to be injlrudied in the Cbrijiian 
Dodlrine. And after I know of this Order’s being comply’d with, 

I defign to make a large Remit ance for further carrying on the Work. 
-^Thus far MaMoUUi from Higb-Wycomi, Jan, tt'p, 1.746,7:- ■ 

S The 
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The Dofior goes 00, ... 

‘ Dear Sir, you will pleafe to communrcate this to the ho- 
‘ nourable Gentlemen, the Commiilee, to whom I paid, in your 
‘ Prefence, laft Year, Mr. Hdiis’s thrte Hundred and fifty Pounds 
‘ our Currency, and all die other Moneys in my Hand -, and to 
‘ advife with them. I aCn fure, you and they can beft tell what 
‘ can and muft be done. I have wpbtc myfelf to Mr.- Hollis to 
‘ Day, wherein I let him know of this my prefent writing to 
‘ you, and I hope you will, as foon as may be, write to Mr. 

‘ Hollis, whole good and generous Soul is enough to animate us 
‘ all.’- 

Who tlie Committee were, roto whofe Hands Dr. Celmm paid 
Mr. Hollis'^ Money, and the other Money that was in his Hand, 

1 fbaJl have Occafion to fliow by and by. 

In another Letter alfo, he tranferibes a Pallage from Mr. Hollis, 
and this being the laft written by Dr. Colman to Mr. Sergeant, 
lour Days before his Death, I ftiall tranferilbe fo much of it as 
relates to Mr. Sergeant, and to the Aftairs of Steckbridge. 

Bojton, Augufi 25. 1747. 

Reverend -and dear Sir, 

‘ With a ftek and faint Breaft, and a trembling Hand, I now 
‘ write you (as it feems to me) my laft i but with a reviving 
‘ Pleafure, on a new Letter Yefterday receiv’d from the Rev. 

‘ Mr. Hollis, our pious and generous Fiknd -, repeating to me 
‘ the fame Things which he had before wrote.* / reqneft (fays 
be) that the three Hundred Pounds in your Hands of my Money 
may be employ'd in the Education of twelve new Boys, of Heathen 
Parent’s with all convenient Speed. Tea, Iabfolutely inftft upon it, 
and promife herewith to make a Remittance for further Charge of 
Education and Maintenance ; my E^ate being very much increas'd -, 
having hod a great Deal left me, by a Relative deceafed. Pleafe to 
inform me., bow it has gone with the Lads inftruSled at my Expence 
jome Time ago. If fome prove naughty, others may come to Good. 
As for the War with Prance, lu not that hinder the Education of 
Children at my Expence. I requeft it may be done fpeedilf, if there 
be Indian Parents willing to have their Children educated. Dr. 
Colman proceeds, ‘ Yefterday in the Evening, our worthy and 
‘ good Friend Mr. Wallis of Boflon call’d in upon me, and read 
‘ me a very good aii'd tnoft encouraging Letter from his good 

Uncle 
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‘ \ 3 nc\t Coram oiLondon, refpefting his further Progrefs at Court 

K(}^&.moNova Schola (a new School) in general;-and alfo 

of further Benefits to your Town, and the Support of Religion 
‘ and Education at Houfatunnuk. ^ ^ 

‘ I was rejoye’d to fee Mr. WalUs ; and think Providence has 
chofen a very good Hand in him, and that he will naturally 
and with Fidelity, minifter between his Unde and you. I cn- 
‘ treated him forthwith to ferve you with a Copy of his Uncle’s 
Letter: and I forward this to him to come therewith 
‘ When I took my Pen in Hand. I fear’d I Ihould not have 
been able to write at atl. My Son, the Lord be with thee.and 
prolper thou when I am dead. May his holy Pleafure profoer 
‘ m thy gracious Heart and Hand, which he has fanflified to 
‘ ferve his gracious Purpofes. I intend this Hour, God willino- 
‘ to write to Mr. Coram, thank and encourage him,and theLord 
reward him ; to whom be Glory forever.—It feems to be the 
‘ laft from. Reverend and dear Sir, 

Tour unworthy finful Brother^ 

-rr ,. T r , .n. Benjamin Colman. 

U^pon this Letter of the Do£lar\ Mr. Sergeant wrote ‘ My 
' laft indeed from this good Man, whofe Soul is gone to’reft in 
‘ the Lord.’ May I be fuffer’d to add, A rare Inftance indeed of 
a good Man s dying, as it were with his Pen in his Hand, la¬ 
bouring to',promote the Good of his Country, tile Profperity 
of his Friends, and the eternal Salvation of precious Souls » 
And who of all his Brethren, the Sons of New-England, has he 
Jett behind him, who fo tenderly loves, fb ardently cares for, and 
jo vigoroufly endeavours to promote the Good of his' native 
Country, as Dr. Colman did ? But I am fteping befide my Line, 

^nd muft return.- . ' ■ ^ \ 

If Mr. Wallis fent a Copy.bF Mr. Ceram's Letref to Mr. Ser¬ 
geant, as the DoSlor defir’d, it is not to be found ; therefore 
what is meant by furtherBenefifs, to Stock!iridge,7inA by the Support 
of Religion if Education at Houfatunnuk, fppken of in the DoAor's 
Letter above, I am not able to fay. But by a new School, I con¬ 
clude, is included a Female Boarding-School, which Mr. Coram 
then, and fince, ufed Endeavours to promote. 

Things relating to the Boarding School, now appearing with a 
favourable AIpctft, and 'hdx. Hollis urging very hard, that his 
S 2 twelve 
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twelve Boys might be, without any further Delay, taken upon 
that Foundation, Mr, Sergeant now entertain’d ferious Fho ts 
of profecuting that Dcfign, in the Manner he had propos d. He 
therefore, in the firft Place, mov’d the Indians of Stockbndge, who 
are the Proprietors of the undivided Lands in that Townjhtp, to 
Pive 200 Acres of Land, to build a School Houfe upon, and to 
be cultivated by the Children who fcould receive theirEducation 
there. ' The Indians chearfully comply’d with the Motion, and 
eave 200 Acres of very good Land, about a Mile from the 
Meetin<^-Houfe,for thatPurppfe. The Manner & Time of their 
eivino- of it,I am not acquainted with,but theFad is well known. 

About the Middle of 7«/y,Mr. Sergeant fet out on a Jour¬ 
ney to Ballon, in order to forward this important Affair. He 
went by the Way of Northampton, Hatfield and Hadley, that he 
might confer with thofe Gentlemen whom he had nominated, in 
the Poflfcript of his Letter to Dr. Caiman, ol Augujl i. 1743. to 
be a Committee, or TruBees, to receive and difburfe the Mopry 
•which might be given to proniote that good Defign, and who 
had exprea their V/illingnefs to take thatTrouble upon them,W2. 
xhe honourable John Stoddard, Eleazer Porter, Ifrael Williams and 
Oliver Partridge, Efqrs; and the Rev. Mr. Edwards. Thefe are 
the honourable Gentlemen, the Committee, of whom Dr. Lolman 
fpeaks, in his Letter of May 21,above tranfcrib’d, to whom the. 
Honor paid, in Mr. Sergeant’s Prefence, Mr. HoUis s three 
Hundred and fifty Pounds, and the other Moneys which were m 
his Hand. By the other Money, I fuppofe he means Madam 
Holden’s oneHundred Pounds, and Dr. Watt's fevcnty Pounds, which 
he had received for the encouraging the Boardtng-School. 

Thofe Gentlemen Mr.SERGE ANT defired would .meet at Col.. 
Porter's of Hadley, bn the itoth of July, that he might there con-^ 
fer with them, and take their Advice and Dircdtion upon the 
Bufinefs before him. Col. Stoddard'and Mr. Edwards came noc 
to the Meeting, and wholly, declin’d having any Thing more to 
do in that Affair. The otheiGentlemcn,Col. Porter, Col Wtlltams. 
and Col. Partridge mti, before whom Mr. SEi^GEANX.laid opea 
the Affair, with what Clearnefs he could, and they advis’d him 
to proceed in it. Thefe Gentlemen alfo propos’d to be made 4 
Body Politick to aa in that Bufinefs, and advis d Mr. Ser¬ 
geant to endeavour to accomplifh that Matter, and to de. 
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fire theAffiffance Of Mr. Hutchinfion, and Mr. Oliver in it. When 
Mr. Sergeant came to Bojlon, he confer’d with thofe Gentle¬ 
men upon the Subjea, who tho’t it not belt that the fore-named 
GzndemenPEouid ht incorporated ■, but rather that the Matter 
fliould be put into the Hands of the London Corporation, and 
tranfaaed by their Commijfioners here. The Commijfioners them- 
felves were alfo of the fame Mind ; and finally, neither the one 
nor the other was done, but the whole Care of that Affair (fo far 
as I can learn) devolv’d on Mr. Sergeant ; who refolv’d, with 
what Speed he could, to eredt a Building for, and to proceed to, 
the Education of the Indian Children ; more efpecially thofe for 
Whofe Education Mr. Hollis flood engag’d : and from Bojlon he 
wrote to Mr, Hollis, informing him of the Steps he had taken, 
and that he defign’d to proceed in that Affair, as faft as he could. 
Of this Letter 1 find no Copy, but only a Minute in Mr. Ser¬ 
geant’s Journal, that he thus wrote to him. September 25, he 
again wrote to Mr. Hollis, and by his Anfwer the Reader may 
give' fome Guefs what was contain’d in Mr. Sergeant’s Letter. 
Mr. Hollis's Anfwer is dated from 

High-Wycomb in Buckinhamfhire, 
Reverend Sir, , July 22. lye^S. 

‘ I received fome Time fince a Letter of yours, dated Sept. 25. 
‘ 1 know not the Caufe, why it was fo long before it came to 
‘ Hand. I do not find that my Order, for the Maintenance, 
‘ Cloathing and Inftrudion of twelve more Heathen Boys, has 
‘ been comply’d with as yet. If it has not yet been effedled, 

‘ pray let it be done out of Hand, viz. twelve Boys of Heathen 
‘ Parents; fuch as are not Profeffors of Chriftianity, but Chil- 
‘ dren of Heathen Parents. As to my Money, which according 
‘ to what Dr. Colman wrote to me, I fuppofe might amount to 
* 340 or 35o£. New-England Currency •,—be pleas’d to let the 
‘ Gentlemen know, that I am not willing that it fhould be laid 
‘ up as a Fund : I would have it expended in the Education and 
‘ Maintenance of the twelve frelh Boys for my Account; and I 
‘ defign to make a further Remitt^ce for the defreying further 
‘ Expence. In your next be pleas’d to let me know, how much, 
‘ of my Money may be ftill remaining.’- 

Mr. Hollis continuing to urge, that twelve Boys might, out 
of Hand, be fupported gnd educated at his Expence, and the 

War 
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War continuing, which forbid its being done with any Conve¬ 
nience at Stockbridge, Mr.SERCE ant determined to provide them 
a fuitable Matter, and to fend them abroad. He therefore went 
to Capt. Martin Kellogg, a. Gentkman of Newington in Conneblicut, 
with whom he prevail’d to take the twelve Boys for one Year; 
and to inftruift them both in Learning & in hard Labour, The 
Indians, when it was propos’d to them, confented that their Chil¬ 
dren fhould go. Of this Affair Mr. Sergeant gives us thefe 
IhortHints in his Journal. ‘ March 13, 1747,8. propos’d to the 
‘ Indians to fend theirChildren with Capt. Kellogg to Newington : 

* they confented. /^n7 12. chofe the Boys. May 23. Mr. 

* Hollis's, twelve Boys went off to Newington.' 

Of thefe Things Mr. Sergeant (I conclude) gave Mr. Hollis 
an Account in aLetter -, for in his next & laft to MtSergeant, 

dated London, OStober 5, he fays ;-‘ I have a Letter from 

‘ you, wherein you mentioned concerning the Indian Boys. Pray 

* let me know if you receiv’d of the Gentleman for my Account 
‘ (>• 35 °f New-England Currency, and in what Manner it may 

‘ have been difburfed. If expended let me have Account.-- 

‘ I have inclos’d a Bill of £. 114 New-Tork Currency ; Value 

* £. 60 Sterling. Pleafe to be very particular in yourAnfwer to 

* this.—Pray let the Gentleman, that has the Care of the Boys, 

* be defired to pray with them every Morning and every Night, 
‘ and before and after every Meal, and that he endeavour to 

* inttill into their Minds Principles of Piety & Godlinefs.’-- 

Feb. 17th. Mr Sergeant writes; ‘ During this Winter met 

‘ the Indians once aWeek, to confer with them.—Communicated 
‘ Mr. Brainard's Journal to them.’ Mr. IVoodbridge, School- 
Matter atStockbridge, in aLetter to me, foon afterMr.SiRGi ant’s 
Death, gives a more particular Account of thefe Meetings in the 
following Words—• ‘ In the Winter Seafon, it was his common 

* Praftice to meet the Indians once a Week in the Evening for 
‘ religious Exercifes. In thefe I very often accompanied him ; 
‘ and, when fometimes he could not attend, he would defire 

* me to ferve in his Stead. Thefe Exercifes feem’d to have a 

* good Effed, by begeting in the Minds of the Indians a Seriouf- 
‘ nefs about the Things of Religion. And in the Summer Sea- 
‘ fon he commonly fpent an Hour after publick Service in In- 
f ftru<5tions, Exhortations, and Chriftian Advice.’-—- 


This 



This was a very proper and neceffary Method to be ufed with 
that People, who had not the Advantage of increafing in Know¬ 
ledge by Reading, as others have ; and by thofe Means a good 
Degree of Knowledge and Underftanding, in the Principles of 
Religion, was infill’d into their Minds, by their faithful and la¬ 
borious Teacher. 

Feb. 21. (he fays) ‘ The young People meet Lord's-Day Even- 
‘ ings for rcligiousExercifes, Prayer, Singing,&c. This they did 
‘ of their own Accord.’—This feems to Ihew, that the Minds of 
the young People were imprefl with religious Sentiments, and 
that they delighted to draw near to God. 

What Sum of Money Mr. Sergeant had in Hand, or at 
Command, to enable him to eredl a fuitable Building for the 
Boarding-School, upon the Lands given by the Indians for that 
End, I am not able to fay j but he now refolved to ufe what he 
had, for that Purpofe, and endeavour’d to procure more. 

He wrote to theRev. Mr. Andrew Ediet ol Bojlon, defiring him 
to put forward a Subfeription there. That Gentleman, w,lw was 
a very hearty Friend to the Caufe, propos’d a Method, that was 
likely to have fucceeded, had it been put in Execution : but 
there arofe lb many Objedions againft the prefent Execution of 
Mr. Sergeant’s Scheme, that Mr. Elioi was difeourag’d, and 
nothing was done there. 

He wrote alfo to the Rev. Mr. Williams of Lebanon upon the 
fame Subjedb, who communicated his Letter to the Rev. Mr. 
Eliot, Minifter of the fccond Parifh in that Place, call’d Gojhen: 
And in aLetter of May 7. Mr.Williams inform’d Mr. Sergeant, 
that at Gofloen they had gathered by Contribution, on the Day of 
general Fatting in Comeliicut, about twelve Pounds, and that bis 
Congregation, on the fame Day, contributed to that goodDcCgn 
between thirty and forty Pounds, which waited his Order. I find, 
by an Account from Stockbridge, that the exadt Sum contributed 
at Lebanon ytis forty-nine Pounds one Shilling. About the fame 
Time, if I miftake not, died Mr. Elery of Hartford in ConneSicut, 
who left by Will, to the Indians of Stockbridge, one Hundred and 
twenty Pounds. 

Mr. Sergeant alfo wrote the following Letter to the Hon. 
Society for Propagating Chriftian Knowledge, in Scotland ; defiring 
Afliftance from them. 

Stockbridge, 
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Stockbridge, in New-England,, 
Sir, March \Z. 

‘ Some Years are now paft, fince a Propofal for the more 
‘ effedual Education of the Indian Children, and the further 
‘ Spreading olChriftianKnowlcdge & Piety among their feveral 
‘ Tribes, written in a Letter to the late Reverend and pious Dr. 
‘ Colman of Bojlon, was publiflied, with his Recommendation of 
‘ the Defign. Several Copies of the Propofal were difperfed, 

* not only in thefe Parts, but alfo in Great-Britain, particularly 
‘ by the Means of that worthy and excellent Gentleman, and, 
‘ ifl miftake not, he tranfmitted fbmeCopies to your honourable 

* Society. 

‘ I'he Execution of that Defign has been much hindred and 
‘ delay’d by theWar we have been engag’d in with France. Bur, 
‘ as there is now a Profpedl of Peace, I hope that Defign may, 

‘ by the Blefiing of God, take Effeft. A private Gentleman in 
‘ 'England fets a noble &generousExample,which,if it be follow’d 
‘ as itdefervcs,witl,it is to be hoped,foon carry theDcfign fo for- 
‘ ward as to anfwer fome of the great and good Ends propos’d. 
‘ That pious and charitable Gentleman propofes,at his ownCoft, 

‘ to cloath, maintain and educate twelve Boys. The Defign I 
‘ think fo good & fo necelTary, confidering the grofs Ignorance 
‘ and Barbarity of our Indian Tribes,that I would not be wanting 
‘ in any Tiling in my Power to forward it. And fince your 
‘ honourable Society has fhown fo laudable a Zeal to propagate 

* Chriftian Knowledge and Piety, among the poor barbarous 
‘ Aborigines of America, I tho’t it proper, humbly, but yet ear- 

* neftly,to recommend it to your charitable Notice. If it comes 
‘ within the Limits of your Province, I cannot think your 
‘ Charity can be better bellow’d. 

‘ The projefted School is defign’d much in the Manner of the 
‘ Charity Schools in Ireland, which, we are told, have had won- 

* derful good Effedls : and why may not the fame Methods of 

‘ Education us’d here, by the Bleffingof the fame graciousGod, 
‘ have the like good Eftefts ? By fufRcient Experience, I have 
‘ found, that more effeftual Methods of Education, than what 
‘ have yet been us’d, efpecially in Refpedt of Manners and In- 
‘ duftry in Bufinefs, arc highly neceflary for this barbarous un- 
' cultivated People. - 
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* I would gladly have, in the projected School, all the more 
■* ufeful and important Parts of Learning that ferve in common 

* Life, and that fome, at leafl, may be fitted there for an Acade- 
‘ Education •, and fo be qualified to inftrudt others ; that, 
‘ in Time, by the Bleffingof God, the Kingdom of Chrift may 
‘ fpread more fuccefsfully far and wide, by their Means, among 
‘ the remoter Tribes. One would hope this might be done, 
‘ and anfwer, at the fame Time, both a religious and a political 
‘ View. Certainly, if, from us. Learning and good Manners 
‘ could be propagated among them, it would be'a Means of 
‘ engaging them more firmly in the Britijh intereft : but if, with 
‘ Learning and good Manners, true Religion might take Place 
‘ among them, then they would become the Subjefts of theKing 
‘ of Heaven,and be joined to thcNumber of Chrift’s Redeemed, 
‘ which muft needs be the Wilh and earneft Defire of every fin- 
‘ cere Chriftian. 

‘ The liberal Gentleman, I had Reference to,confincs his Cha- 

* rity to Boys, and thefe Heathen. I do not blame his Intention ; 

‘ but yet, equal Care, I think, fhould be taken of Females •, and 
‘ Chriftian Children need the Advantage, of fuch Education as 
‘ well as Heathen. ' ' 

‘ I hope this good Defign will gain the Approbation of your 
‘ honourable Society, and that they wifrbc’able to contribute to- 

* wards it : at ^eaft,Idoubtnotbut fH(!y'■wil^fcjrgivemctheFfce- 
‘ dom I have us’d, in making this Application for that Purpbfe.j 

* The School is already begun, and we have had 12 Boys upipn 

* theprojeftedPlanofEducationnow almoft ayear : An Hoofe 
‘ is in Building for their Reception, and will'be fit forthatPur- 

* pofe, I hope, in'a few Months. ' 

‘ May bur gracious Gbdi'diredl & foctecd your, and all other, 
‘ pious Endeavours to enlarge thcKingdom of our glorious Rc- 
‘ deemer i which is the edfineft Prayer of, 

. ^0 the Prefident for Sir, 

the‘Fime of the Tour maft humble Servant, 

Hon:Sohiety\Scc: JOHN SERGEANT. 

I fuppofe, either “that thisLetter fail’d of reaching thcSociety vs 
which it was dircdled, or that they did noC'fee Caufe to do any 
Thing in Favour of the Boarding-Schoolfor I find not any An¬ 
fwer to it, nor do I remember ever to havC'heafd of their doing 
T . any 
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any Thing to pto^iote jr. Sfeeing that Society'defired a Corre- 
fpondence with Mr. Sergeant, and that he would bedn it, by 
giving them anAccount whatProgrefs Religion had made among 
the Indians at Stockbridge,'fih\ch he did i and feeing he now wrote 
to them as above, it is fomewhat ftratige that he never receiv’d 
a Line from them. The mod probable Conjedure I can make 
in the Cafe is, that cither bis Writings to them, or theirReturns,, 
iail’d by the Way. 

It appears by the foregoing Letter, that Mr. Sergeant had 
now erected a Building for the Boarding School, and that it was 
like to be fit, in a jew Months, for the Reception of theScholars, 
And while he was, with, much Pains and Induftry profecuting. 
that good and pious Defign, which was attended with fome Dif- 
couragements, his Spirit was refrolh’d by the Rec^tion of the 
following mod kind & obligingLetter from theRev. tlx.AyJcougbi 
Little-Slreet,near Liecejier Fields^. 
Reverend Sir, Becemier 9. 1748. 

• 1 receiv’d,ladWeek,theFavour of yours,dated 22..1748. 

• and am glad to, hear that your Congregation are at lad in 
‘ Pofleflion of the Bible pray God blefs it to them, and, under 
‘ the Direction of fo faithful and pious an Expofiror,make it the 
‘ Means of Grace & of Salvation to them. I dill continue my 

• atdentWiflres for the Si^cqefs pf the trulyChridian & ^podoliclc 

• Defign you are engaged In ; and I think the Method you are 

• in, for the educating yotihg Indians, in the Knowledge of th& 
‘ TVuth, the mod effedtual one that can be taken. Pray God 
‘ give you Succefs. But whether that follows or not, yourEp- 

• deavours for it cannot fail of a Reward. I of^ten tlupkof youp 

‘ i^aips and..of your Merit, and I Iqok gpon nayfetf ps Nothing 
‘ in 'Compafifon of you, who. have devoted ypurfelf to a mod: 
‘ 'hazar'd'ouS'ahd faboriops Life,, in Order to introduce theKnow- 
‘ ledge of the Gofpel among the Heathen Nations. I mud not 
‘ only confider you as a gpod Chridian, but alfo as a .ufeful and 
‘ good Subjedt, fince every Convert you make mud be look’d 
‘ upon as a new Subjddt broughP over to the intered, 

‘ And truly, the infinite Pains that are taken by xht French (who 
‘ feldom come behind us in civil Policy) to make Papijls of the 
‘ Indians, Ihould teach us to ufe fome Endeavours to make 
‘ Pretejlants of them. With this Senfe of your Merit, and the 

i Ufefulnefs 
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‘ you have made, wim NumSrSlTP'i;"'“I 

follicumg in the dronged Manner, Ld doiL the utmod^^ 

• Prayers for me and all belonging to me • and be'aS T’ 

: L'be :;felf'^’ fS£ 

2 j afftatanaie Brother, 

and. humble Servant, 

Mr. Sergeant receiv’d this Letter but a IhdrWh^'^^fofe 
his Death, and, Tf I midake not, I have been in Wd that h" 
had not Oppprtunicy TO return an Anfwer to it. For rhe Satis 
faftion therefore .of thofe into whofc Hands this Hido^y m J 

Colman, to which it may npt be amifs here to add , tha? hi, Si 
fign was, that the Indian Boys,under theCartof a faithful Madcr 
who fhould labour with and infpeft them, fhould fubdue and 
cultmte the 200 Acres of Land upon which they live • that 
t^hey fhould raifc upon it all Sorts of PrVvifions ; tha/they Ihould 
keep uppn the Fajm a Stock of Cattle, Sheep, Hogs,&c. that 
Milk ‘ &c*th ^»"“fa<during th^ool. Flax, 

the of ^ f M “ •’ a‘fo.being under 

borts of Bufinefs fuitable to their Sex. By this Means, they 
T 2 might. 
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miahr, after fome Time,in great Meafure, if not wholly, fupport 
themfelves; be form’d to Imiuftry j be acquainted with the 
Emlijh Language and Manners ; and be fit, at about 20 Years 
of Age, to fet up upon Farms of their own. By taking the In¬ 
dian Children when young, and bringing them up in theWay of 
Induftry (a^ well as Learning) Mr. Sergeant defign’d to cure 
them of Idlenefs, which they are much addifted to, and,which is 
a Seed Plot of all Manner of Vice among the Indians. 

As to the Situation of the Place where Mr. Sergeant/^//W i 
—1 obferv’d before, that Houfaturmuk is in the S. W. Corner of 
the MairachufettsProvince, butting upon Conneliicut Colony South, 
and. upon New-Tork Government Weft. For tho’ by Charter the 
Maffachufetts Province extends Weft to the South Sea, and muft 
therefore Butt upon the Gulf of California near the North Pait 
of it, yet the Dutch being previoufly fettled upon Hudfon's River^ 
cut this Province in two, and at prefent we inhabit no further 
Weft than to the Dutch Settlements. Stockbridge lies at theNonh 
End of what goes by. the Name of Houfatunnuk, about 16 or 18- 
Miles North of Conneilicut Line, upon a Stream which goes by 
the Name of Houfatunnuk River., and empties itfelf into the Sea,, 
between Milford and Stratford in ConneSlicut Colony. This River., 
tho’ it be Navigable for 8 or 10 Miles from the Mouth of it,and 
extends itfelf crofs ihtCelony of Conneaicut, and almoft c’rofs the 
Province of the Maffachufetts, more than 120 Mil6s into Land, 
yet is not laid down in any of the Maps, which I have leen ot 

this Country. , , 

The Place of this River at Stockbridge is about 40 or 45 Miles 
Weft of Conneaicut River, and about 25 or 30 Miles Eaft of 
Hudfon’s River. It’s Courfe at Houfatunnuk is from North to 
South and after it. enters Conneaicut Colony it bears confidcrably 
to the’Eaft of South, till it falls into the Ocean at Stratford. 

Northampton, upon Conneaicut River, is in, or near, the fame 
Parallel of Latitude with Stockbridge, and Mr. Nealla hisHiftory 
of New-England has, in his Map, laid down Conneaicut and 
Hudfon's Rivers, which in the Latitude of Northampton & Stock- 
bridge are about 70 or 80 Miles afunder. Any one therefore, 
by looking into Mr. ATw/’s Map, and drawing a Weft Line from 
Northampton, of 40, or 45 Miles extent, may eafily fix the 
Place of Stockbridge, ^ 
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As for the Condition of the Place -,—the foregoing HIftory,with 
what may be further faid,will perhaps be tho’t fufficient.—And 
as for the Condition of the Country round it -,— South, upon Houfa¬ 
tunnuk River, it has lately been purchafed of the Indians, and is 
fettled by Inhabitants of this Province. The Name of thcTown 
is Sheffield-, it is divided into twoParifhes,in each of which there 
is a Minifter fettled. Eaft oiStockbridge there is a Wildernefs of 
about 40 Miles extent, which reaches to the Englifh Settlements 
upon Conneaicut River •, it is Mountainous, and loaded with im- 
menfe Quantities of Timber, of almoft all Sorts, f Weft is a 
Wood of about 20 Miles extent, reaching to the Dutch Settle¬ 
ments in New-Tork Government. And North lies x.\\zi great and 
terrible Wildernefs, of feveral Hundred Miles extent, which 
reaches to Canada. 

What Progrefs Mr. Sergeant made, may, I hope, in fome 
good Meafure, be judged of, by the whole Account I have here 
given. And with Refpeft to the Number of Mr. Sergeant’s 
Congregation, and of what Sort of Perfons it conftjis ;—Mr. 

a little after Mr. Sergeant’s Death, wrote to me, that 
there were 53 Indian Families in theTown, that they own’d 20 
Houfes built after t\\e Englifh Mode, and that the wholeNumber 
of Indians living at Stockbridge was then 218 ; of which ijq 
have been baptized. Of thefe 42 wereCommunicants, 18Males 
and 24 Females. The whole Number of Indians baptifed by 
Mr. Sergeant, both living and dead, was 182. The Number 
of Scholars belonging roNlr. Woodbridge'% School was 55, about 
40 is the Number which attend the School at once. There are 
alfo about 12 or 13 Englilh Families dwelling there. ■ 

As for the School lately fet up for the Indian Children, (by which 
Dr. Ayfeaugh intends the Boarding-School, and not that under the 
Care of Mr. Woodbridge) I have before given an Account of Mr. 
Sergeant’s taking i2 Indian Boys upon that Foundation, and 
at Mr. Hollis's Coft, and committing them to the Care of Capt. 
Kellogg of Newington, for a Year. Thofe Boys made Progrefs in 
Reading and Writing beyond the Captain’s Expeftation, and in 
the general behav’d well. Some Time in the Winter Mr. Ser¬ 
geant wrote toCapt. Kellogg, defiring him to come up to Stock- 

bridge 

f In Bounds, and in the adjacent Wildernefs, is found Plenty of that 

famous Eaft India Root, Gin Sang. In the Summer i yyt, it was firft found. 
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with them in theCaptain did fa -; and upon examin¬ 
ing the Boys Mr. S^iigeant. was well pleas’d with the Progrefs 
they had made in their Learning. Mr. Sergeant now urg’d 
Mr? Kellogg to take the Care of the Boys one Year at Stockbridgey 
to which he. confented : And after inftrudling them a While in 
a private Houfc, he went with them into the Boarding-School, 
which was now prepar’d for their Reception, tho’ far Ihort of 
being finilhed. The Dimentions of this Boarding-School, which 
Mr. Sergeant had ere( 51 ed, are, 38 Feet long, 36 wide : It has 
three Fire Rooms on one Floor, and two convenient Rooms be- 
fides, with a large Cellar under it. Of tliefe Things C&'pt.Kellogg 
gave me an Account, in a Letter, foon after Mr. Sergeant’s 
Death : And this, fo far as I underftand it, was the State of that 
School when he died. His Defign was, this Summer, if hisLife 
had been fpar’d, to have gone with Capt. Kellogg, (who in his 
Youth was twice taken Captive by the Indians of Canada, and 
therefore had fomc Acquaintance with the Mo-hawk Language 
and Cuftoms) into the Mohawk Country, or to the Six-Nations 
as they are call’d, to invite them to fend their Children, to re¬ 
ceive an Education in the Boarding-School; and to have opened 
the Doors of it to the Children of any of the Tribes of Indians, 
who would fend them there to be educated. 

The laft Thing that Dr. Ayfeough defir’d to be inform’d of is. 
Whether Mr. Sergeant had any Salary or certain Appointment for 
his.Labours or not ? Before Mr. Sergeant’s Ordination he re¬ 
ceived from the Commijfioners at the Rate of joo a Year our 
Currency. At his Ordination they fix’d his Salary at £. 150, 
when f. I yr. 6d. of our Paper Currency was equal to an Ounce 
of Silver. They continued it at f. 150 for the Space of fix 
Vears. (as Mr. Woodbridge informs mej during which Time our 
Paper Currency was near the fame inValue, it having depreciated 
no more than from f. i yr. 6d. x.o f. i. pr. an Ounce : But 
continuing [till to fink in its Value,the Commiffioners allow’d him 

2QO, and then 250, and fo it centinued till the laft Year of 
his Lite, when they gave him f,. 300 ; f. 2 lyj. ^d. of our Pa¬ 
per Currency then, not being more valuable rhan an Ounce of 
Silver. 

It by thofe Additions, the finking of Money was made good 
(as I am fenfiblohe tho’c it was not; and his Salary was equal in 

yalue. 
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Value, to what it was at his firft Settlement, Silver being the 
Standard : Yet, if it be confider’d with Relation to the Neceffa- 
ries of Life, for which it was expended, his Salary was not half 
fo good the laft Year as it was the firft : for Wheat, when he 
fettled at Slockbridge was to be had for eight Shillings a Bufhel, 
and other Provifions in Proportion; but i^en his Salary was- 
300, it was not to be had under forty, or forty five Shillings a 
Bufhel, and other Provifions were proportionably dear. The 
Sum itfelf confidered, every one muft be fenfible that his Salary 
was fmall, for it was but equal to f. 36 yr. 3^. ourprefent 
Lawful Money, at 6s. Sd. the Ounce : and no more than’,f .27 
6s; 2d. Sterling. And can it be tho’r, that he could fupport him- 
feif and Family with that Sura, efpecially feeing all rheNeceffa- 
fies of Life were then, and are ftill, very dear in that remote Part 
of the Country. Had it not been for theHelps he receiv’d from 
Dr. Caiman's Hand, and from other generous and well difpos’d 
Perfons, he could not have fubfifted at Storkiridge fo long aTime : 
And after all the Helps he had, he was, while he liv’d, involv’d 
in many Difficulties, byReafon of the Scantinefs of his Support; 
and when he died, he left hisEftate involv’d in a Debt of between 
7 and £. 800 New-England Currency,cven tho’ he had fold fome 
of it before to anfwer his neceffary Expences. A Friend of his, 
who was well acquainted with his Circumftances, in a Letterto 
me, written fince his Death, ufes the following Expreflionsi^—:— 

• r'ffiould have mentioned to you the preffing Want Mr. Ser- 
‘ geant has often been in, for want of afufficient Support in his 

* laborious Work. Had not a good Providence, in a furprifing 
‘ Manner, provided and fsnt fome Affiftance to him, it is not at 
fall probablO he would' have left any Thing that cotild have 
‘ been a Benefit to his Family. And had it not been for his 
‘ fingular Prudence,and thbfe Helps, he muft have fold moft of 
*■ what the Government gave him * long ago.’ 

Thus I have endeavour’d to'anfwer the Rev. Dr. 

Enquiries, which had Mr.,'StkdEANT liv’d to have done, he 
doubtlefs would have perform’d dh a much better Manner, and 
more to the Satisfaftion of .tbofe who want to be inform’d. 

It would be a faulty Omiffion, ffiould I ncgledt to fay, that 
when hisExcellency Governour Btlchtr came into hisGovernment 
of New-Jerfey, Mr. Sergeant wrote to'him, con^atwlatcd him 
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on that Occafion, expreft his Joy and Satisfaftion that he^ was 
appointed Governour oF his native Country, and retprned him 
•hfs^moft hearty Thanks for the favourablcMention his Excellency 
had made of him in England, particularly to 
Mr. Coram. The Governour, yet retaining his former Kindnefs 
and Friendfhip for Mr. Sergeant, wrote, in a moft kind and 
obliging Manner, to him ; affuring him.of his Readinefs ^Jervc 
him^n what lay in his Power, and recommending to hmi the 
keeping up a careful & dutiful Correfpondence withDr. 4 ):A|>«i^ 
and Mt Coram, Gentlemen who were both willing and able to 
affift him, in his laudable and pious Undertakmg. 

The very great Regard Dr. Ayfcougb had for, and his Gene- 
rofity to, Mr. Sergeant, I know not how better toexprefs, Jan 
in the DoAor\ own Words j as they are contain d in a Paffp 
of a Letter which he wrote to his Excellency Governour Belcher, 
dated December 9. 1748- ^he^e fpeaking of Mr. Sergeant he 

fays,_‘ I moft highly honour, and regard, that worthy Mi- 

‘ nifter of the Gofpel of Chrift, and am proud to call him Bro- 
‘ tlier. How much greater is his Merit and how much grea^r 
* will be his future Reward, than that J many m the mjtjg- 
‘ nified and diftinguifhed among us ? You may be aflUred of my 
‘ heartieft Endeavours to promote the good Defign he is engaged 
- in-I am in greatHopesol being able to procure fomePenfion 
‘ to be fettled on him, that he may have fpme. lije Reward 
‘ for his indefatigable Labburs, even in this pfe. In the mej 
‘ Time, 1 ftiould be glad to have the Sum o\ twenty Pounds ad- 
‘ vanc’d to Him but I am ignorant J the Means of doing it. 

‘ I can only fay, that if you or he will draw upon me for that 
‘ Sum, I fhall think myfclF bound to ^nour yojBill at Sight 
A Bil was accordingly drawn, and t\f Do£tor fent cxvtr twenty 
Pounds .Sterling to Governour Belcher, who, in a Letter of May 
16, 1749, (about two Months before Mr. Sergeant ^ ^^ath) 
informal him of the handfbme Remittance the Rev. Dr 
had made him •, and tells him, that he would pay fl^ Monty to 
his Order': Which was accordingly done : Eithcr^uft before or 
a little after Mr. Sergeant’s Death. 

I have here been the more exa6f,and * 

ownWords, that I might effeftually remove a Miftake Jat fomc 
have gone into, who have tho’t and faid that the twenty Pound^ 
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was mifapply’d 5 that Dr. defign’d it for the Boarding- 

School,and not for Mr. Sergeant’s ownUfe. Madam Sergeant 
m fatisfy others, 1 fuppofc, rather than herfelf (for the Cafe was 
doubtlefs plain to her) defir’d Governor Belcher’s Sentiments upon 
that Head, which he gave her in the following Words, 

Madam, 

‘ I have deliberately confider’d the Affair you have laid be- 
‘ fore me, and this Day have had Recourfe to the Rev Dr 
‘ Jyfcough’sLetier of the 9th of Dec. 1748, and am of Opinion’ 

‘ that, by the Tenour of it, the twenty Pounds Sterling I paid him 
‘ (1- e. Mr. Sergeant) by th? faidDodtor’sOrder,was a Bounty 
‘ indrely to himfelf, for an Addition to his Comfort & Support 
‘ as an Evangelift to the Indians, on Houfatunnuk-River. ’ 

Given under myHand at Elifabeth-Town, in Eaft New Jerfey 
June 29th 1752. Belcher. 

While Mr. Sergeant was carefully and faithfully proceeding 
in his Minifterial Labours, and with much Pains, Induftry and 
Application,profecuting that excellent, laudable and piousDefi^n 
of theBoarding-School, (Burdens perhaps too heavy forhisCon- 
ftitution) purpofing alfo in a little Time to go into the Mohawk 
Country to invite their Children to it, he was taken ill of a Slow 
or Nervous Fever, attended with Canker, which in a few Weeks, 
put an End to his precious Life, (on July 27. 1749, in the 39th 
Year of his Age) and to all his generous, pious & noble Tho’ts 
in Favour of the poor Natives, to fome of whom he was, durino- 
his Miniftry, a great and rich Bleffmg, an Inftrument in theHand 
of Chrift of turning them from Darknefs to Light, and from the 
'Power of Satan to God. 

To draw Mr. Sergeant’s Charafter, I am fenfible, is a Work 
to which I am not equal: but feeing it has not been attempted 
by any one heretofore, 1 fhall endeavour to give the jufteft Re- 
prefentation of him 1 can, by thofe Helps I am furnilhed with. 

















of the Reverend 

Sergeant. 


.John Sergeant was born ^.tNewark^ 
in New-Jerfey,\n the Year 1710. His Father died 
was but a Child, after which his Mother was 
i^gain married to Col, John Coopr, f Gemleman, who 
jio« only prov’d a tender Hufband to .her, but alfo a kind and 
gimcrous Father Do her Children i having none of his ow.n. Mr. 
£jerp*ant, in his Childhood, receiv’d a Wound by a Sythc in 
jhe Bad .of hi* Jiand, nefur fhc Joint of his Wrift, which fo 
^etfted tht.Siocws and Nerves, chat hi? Hand perilhed to . that 
Pcgree, that’it wjis much left than fhe.Other, and.in gceatMeafure 
This Accident was the Ocwfion of his leaving off the 
iecidar Bufinefs he was .deff^’d for., and of his bptaking himfeff 
UpLtarning j in wbkb, being a FerJon of a bright Genips, be' 
made,great Pregrefs: Wheretipw ,C|!d'Cw< 5 ?’f^ ' 

refolv’d to give him a liberal Education. He enter’d Tak-Cdleg^ 
at Nm-Haven,ia iheCplg^ oH Comflliaa, Sepmker lydfi, where 
the Comelineis pf his Perfon, ,tbe Sweetnefs of his Temper, the 
Pecency pf his Behaviour, the Agreablenefs of his Converfadoir, 
the Diligence with which bp ^ply’d hitnf^f to,and thePrpgrcfe 
he made in, his Studies, gain’d him the Efteem, not only of his 
Companions, but alfo of the Governours of the College. He 
proceeded Bachelor of Arts, September iy2^, and commenc’d 
Maftcr 1732, before which he was eledted Tutor of the College, 
in which he had his Education. In that Poll he continu’d four 
Ye^S, to the Satisfadtion of thofc who repos’d in him ihatTruft, 
and to the Advantage of thofe wbo were under his Inftrudtion. 

By 
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By this Tim€,he was determin’d for tlie Work of the Miniftry ; 
and tho’ he was well pleas’d with the Bufmefs he was now in, 
and ftood as fair as any Man whatever, for a Call Se Setclement 
in any, even the beft Partlh, that migiu become vacant •, yet he 
prefer’d a Miffwn to the Heathen ; not from any Views he could 
have of Worldly Advantage from thence, but from a pious, ge¬ 
nerous and ardent Defirc of being an Inftrumencin the Hand°of 
God of Good to the Indians, who were funk, below the Dignity 
of human Nature, and even to the ioweft Degrees of Ignorance 
and Barbarity. 

There was fomething very uncommon, and which feems to 
have been from above, in the Difpofition and Inclination there 
was in him to this felf-denying Service : For before there was 
any Profpedt of his being imploy’d among the Natives, his ten¬ 
der Mind was fo affedled with theTho’esof their periihing State, 
that it had been his Pradlicei for a long Time, to make it Daily 
an Article in his fecret Addreffes to God, that he would fend him 
to the Heathen,zvi± make him an Inftrument in turning them from 
Darknefs to Lights &c. God granted him that which be reqnejied % 
for which he return’d his grateful Acknowledgments to him who 
heareth Prayer. And of thefeThings he iniotm'dMr.Woodbridge, 
hisFellow Labourer,at his firft going toHeufatunnuk butftriflly 
injoin’d him to keep them fecret, which he accordingly did till 
fmes Mr. Sergeant’s Death. 

He was a Perfon to whom Nature prov’d lavifh of her beft 
Gifts 5 or, in Words more agreablc to the Chriftian Scheme, 
God gracioufly beftow’d upon him excellent Endoavments, both 
of Body and Mind. In Stature he was fmall; yet, of a very 
exad and comely Proportion, except his Hand beforefflentioned ; 
his Hair dark •, his Eyes black and lively : He was ruddy, aid 
withal of a beautiful Countenance, and goodly to look to, * He was 
. favour’d with a firm, healthy and good Cotiftinuionv awd there¬ 
fore pftfs’d, with the greater Eafe, thro’ the many Difficulties 
and Hardlbips that attended him in tlie Courfe of his Miffion. 
He was of a moft fwcet, kind and benevolent natural Temper ; 
without the leaft Confticutionial Turn towards Glootninefs, Me¬ 
lancholy, or Jealoiify : His Con-verfation openy free, courteous, 
pleafatw and very actradive •, fo that ally who had the Happinefs 
to enjoy it, were pleas’d and delighted by it. The Powers of 
V 2 his 
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his Mind were bright and ftrong whence he was able to ufe 
clofeApplication,and with Eafc made greatProgrefs in Learning: 
Few of his Years exceeded him. 

• His natural Accorriplilhments were poUfhed, enlarg’d,and im¬ 
prov’d by a liberalEducation and rendered him defireable and 
amiable to all, and very ufeful in his Day. 

True and undiffembled Piety gaveLuftre andBeauty to all his 
other Endowments,both natural and acquir’d ; and prepar’d him 
to be eminently ferviceable in the Station God affign’d him. In 
his tender Years he was of a very innocent Turn of Mind, and 
of a blamelefs Behaviour •, free from thofeVanities & Vices which 
young People too often indulge to, and careful to follow the 
Ways of Virtue : Which might have inclin’d one to think, that 
he was the Subjedl of the Grace of God from the Womb. But, in 
jiis riper Years, while he was at College, he was under thofe In¬ 
fluences from above, which he apprehended wrought a favitig 
Change in him, and form’d him to the divine Life. And what 
better Evidence could he have, that he was not miftaken, than 
what was confequent upon this Change, viz. a Temper & Con- 
verfation becoming the Gofpel of Chrift, adorning the Chriftian 
FrofelTion he then made ? Of this Change, wrought by the Spirit 
of God upon his Heart, he very modcftly and privately fpake to 
fome of his intimateFriends,from whom I have my Information ; 
But I find not that he left oneWord in all hisWritings,refpe( 51 ;ing 
his religious Experience, Devotion, &c. except one PafTage in a 
Letter he wrote to a Friend, by whom he feems to have bjen 
compel’d to boaji bimfelf a little^ as the Apoftle of the Gentiles was 
before him. The PafTage is this— ‘ With. Refpeft to my own 
‘ Chriftian Experience, I believe, I could give you that Account 
‘ which would fatisfy you, in your own Way of thinking ; tho’ 
‘ ’tis now fo long fince I pafs’d thro’ that Scene of Conviftion, 
‘ Humiliation, and, what I fuppos’d wasConverfion, that a great 
‘ many Particulars are now efcaped from my Memory.’—Some, 
perhaps, may blame Mr. Sergeant, that he did not commit to 
Writing thofe Things which paft over him at fuch a Seafon, 
that he might have review’d them for bis ownComfort, and left 
them behind him for the Benefit of others. It was owing to his 
very great Modefty and Humility, and to his Care not to (to 
any Thing, that might be thought to favour of Oftentation in 

Religion 
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Religion (which is a Thing very hurtful to its Intereft) that he 
kept thofe Things to himfelf. And whether he did not, by that 
Modefty, Humility & Guard againft Oftentation, give a clearer 
Evidence of the Truth of Religion in himfelf, and difeover a 
greater Concern for the Honour and Intereft of Religion in aene- 
ral, than he could have done,by Writing his own Life, publifiiing 
his own Experiences, and proclaiming his ownGoodnefs, I leave 
others to determine ? His Life alfo To abounded in the Fruits of 
Righteoufnefs, and was fo conform’d to the Gofpel of Chrift 
that we have abundant Reafon to conclude the Tree was gooL 
becaufe the Fruit was fa. * 

He was very conftant and frequent in the Devotions of the 
Clofet,pouring out his Soul toGod in ferventAddrefies of Prayer, 
Prahe, &c ; which he found to be not in vain : for, as he himfelf 
tho’t, God gracioufly granted him frequent Anfwers of Prayer. 

He was a devout Worlhiper of God in his Family, fail’d noc 
of Morning & Evening Devotions ; on which Occafions he read, 
with great Serioufnefs and Solemnity of Spirit, a Portion of the 
holy Scriptures, generally making ufeful Oblervations for the 
Benefit of his Family. He always rc:^d the New Teftament out 
of the original Greek, with which he was well acquainted. With 
great Solemnity and Reverence he approach’d the Throne of 
Grace, and pfFer’d Ijis devout Addrefles to God, in the Name of 
Jefus Chrift, the Mediator ; thro’ whofeMcrits, and Mediation 
only, he hop’d for, and expeded, the Acceptance of his Prayers, 
and of his Perfon. There were Inftances of his Voice failing, 
and of his being oblig’d to make a Paufe in Family Prayer ; the 
Occafion of which was, a lively Senfe & overbearing Apprehen- 
fion of the glorious Perfedtions & incomprehfnfible Excellencies 
of the divine Being, as he inform’d one who enquir’d into the 
Reafon of thofe Interruptions. 

. He lov’d the Houfe of God and his publick Worfhip, greatly 
rejoic’d at the Return of holy Sabbaths, enjoy’d much Com¬ 
munion with God in his Houfe, but in no Part of divineWorlhip 
fo much as in the Communion of the Supper: in which he had fuch 
evident Communications of divine Love, fuch AlTurance of the 
compleat Satisfaiftion of Chrift, of the Sufficiency of his Atone¬ 
ment, and of the Prevalency of his Interceffion at the rightHanid 
of God, as almoft tranfported him. Thefe Emotions were what 
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attended him in his younger Years, and were not very frequent: 
But as be advanc’d in Years, and in Grace, he prefer d the Satis- 
faftion which proceeds from the calm, rational Exereife of prafti- 
cal Piety and Devotion, to thofe Emotions- of the Mind. Thefe 
Thin<JS he never openly fpake of, nor would they ever have been 
known, had not his moft intimateFriends, f®whom he privately 
fpake of them, made them known, aftfer his Death. Thus he 
■walked with God in devout Exerciles of a publick, private, and 
•feeret Nature, and enjoy’d much Delight and Satisfaftron iiv fo 

*^°He’was of a moft tender Confcience ; endeavour’d to keep at 
the arcateft Diftance from every Thing that favour’d of Impiety, 
thai°caft Contempt upon the Authority of-God-, ortlrat brought 
Reproach upon Religion and us’d his beft Endeavours to keep 
a Confcience void of Offence, towards God and towards Men. 

He had a very great Love to, and the higheft Veneration for, 
the facred Oracles of God ; efteem’d them infinitely preferable to 
theTreafuresof the World, and incomparably more valUabk than 
the beft human Compofurcs : and the Study of them was his 
great Delight. He view’d,with Aftonifhment and Surprize, the 
glorious Methods of divine Love and' Grace in the Salvation of 
Sinners by Jefus Chriji, as difeover’d in thcBiBie, that pureSource 
of Li<^ht. And while he form’d his own Sentiments by the pure 
Cracks of God, and followed the Wayof Trufh^ccording to the 
beft Judgment he could- make, he was of a moft benevolent and 
charitable Spirit towards thofe who differ’d from him. Hedov’d 
Chriftians of all Denominations,who gave Evidence of theirLove 
to Chriji, much lamented' the Diftance, Alienation, and Bitter- 
nefs, that appear axnongChriffians of different Sentiments in Icfier 
Matters, and long’d'to fee them- united in Love and Peace. 

His Catholick Temper recommendedi him fo' the Efteem of 
many ; to Govermur Belcher's, in particular -, wbo,in a Confola- 
tory Letter, written to Mrs. Sergeant after his Death, has this 

Sergeaut being now made free amon» the Dead, it 
*- can be no Fkttery to fay, hfi-was a Gcntlctfratt of uncoinmotl 
« Piety and Learning, and of' grearGeriefOfftv'^rtd true Com- 
‘ paffion to the Sduh and Bodies of Men : artdmore efpecially 
* CO that poor bcnightcdPeoplc, God had committed to hisCareJ 
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^ and who ’before were perifliing for lack of Knowledge. God 
■* had, in a peculiar Manner, adapted and adorned Mr. Ser- 
* GEANT with many fuitablc Graces for moving in fo difficult a 
‘ Sphere in the Church of God here, and for advancing the 
‘ Kingdfiwn & Intereft of the Redeemer. His many focial Vir- 
‘ tues, and particularly his Catholick IVay of Thinking for the 
*• betier promoting of ChriftUnity, juftly and,highly merited my 
‘ Efteem, and I bad great Pleafure in his Acquaintance from 
‘ firft to laft.* 

. He was full of benevolent, kind and generous Sentiments to¬ 
wards ail Mankind, which.difpos’d him m dp. Good to all as he 
had Opportunity. inHc iwaa aclErieOd ta;evefy Body, wilh’d well 
to ail, aod lov’d iCD :thin:k:the .beftref .albPjrffons, and of all Par¬ 
ties of Men. His noble and generous Mind dildain’d a low, 
mean, unworthy Adtion v and he always treated others, of all 
Conditions, with .great Propriety; i Striifl and exadt Juftice he 
made his Rule,;inhis I>caHugs with sll Pcrfons : yet rather th?h 
caufe ComcentioD, by infifting upon his oW(i Right, he cbofe to 
foregoc it. He was compaflionatc '4nd tender-hearted to tlie 
Afflidted was liberal and boutiiiful to tlte Poor : zn^ dfvifed 
liberal Things, both for their temporal and eternal Good. Tie 
Tuffer’d not ah hard, envious of 'iJhnatur’id Werd to proceed out 
(trf his Mouth i nor did be treat any ope,, whether prefect tOf.ab- 
fcnt,!witl5 lofolence or Contempt,. He, was careful t.a fpetfk fyfll 
fif no Man : And whea he was injuriotafly treated, and, ap Iw 
feared,I malicioufly afperfed, by others,. ; it did cot raife in him 
Hcat iand Refcntment ,; bmt ratherFtty and Compaflioa to thofe 
who Algid him ill. He! Qftjca .laid,he oowkij freely forgive, as he 
expedted' to.be forgiveniof. God « xioiuld heartily pray fpr tht^ 
who -had been abufive ^ injorious ,io him and he earneftly re- 
eommendad to others the Duty of praying for Enemies, as an 
happy Expedient to promote a Spirit of Love, Kindnefe & Fot- 
giyenefs towards them. 

■He :had!a moft happy Command of Ws Paffions, and maio- 
tain’d a conSaot Calmnefs & Sweetnefs of Tenfiper; Wai never 
amlancholyjj yet always ferioiis: Never-fill’d with Mirth j yft 
always cbcai-&jJ bright and adtivc t And fcem’d always » have 
the quiet Fo&ffion of himfcM'. 
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• 1 know not to whom the Charafter of Nathanael may, with 
■more Juftice, be apply’d than to him, Behold an Ifraelite indeed in 
‘Whom is no Guile. He was very diftant from a crafty, defignin* 
guileful Spirit; and admir’d by thofe who were moft acquainted 
with hVrn^n the Account of his Angular Integrity, Sincerity and 
Uprightri*. ‘ . 

He carefully and induftrioufly improved bis Time, and 
could not (as he was wont to fay) look back upon an Hour 
loft, without Uneafinefs and Guilt. It was his Manner to rife 
early, and, as foon as the Devotions of the Morning were over, 
he apply’d hlmfelf to Study -, in''which, being favour’d with a 
firm Confticution, he was ableito bear great Intenfenefs and Ap¬ 
plication. The Time.he found needful for the relaxing-ot his 
Mind, & for bodilyExercife,(both which were ncceffary to him)he 
fpent in aManner which might beft conduce to his own Health ; 
thcBenefit of hisFamily ; or the Service of thofe who were under 
■his Care: wifely and prudently endeavouring, that'the Hours in 
Which he refrefh’d his labouring Mind might be imploy’d to 
■fome good and laudable Purpofe ; gathering uf the Fragments of 
his Time, that none of it might be loft. He was indeed an un- 
■common Inftance of Labour and Induftry •, and by clofe Appli¬ 
cation he brought to pafs a great Deal on a little Time v as all 
•wouftd be re^dy to grant, could they be made fenfible how much 
he did in the feWYears be fpent with the-•, which Llhall 
•endeavour to fhow, tho’ it will be but in a faint and imperfeta 

-Manner, in the following Particulars. 

I He foon became fenfible, that the Method he was at firft 
Oblig’d to ufe of inftrufting the Indians by an Interpreter, would 
“not anfw^r his End •, for it was not only a very ftow, but alfo a 
very uncertain. Way of communicating, to them; Things of the 
greateft Importance. He himfelf was not able to know what 
was delivered tO:them by the Interpreter, and had Reafon to fear 
that theTruths, which he endeavour’d to communicate, were mot 
well convey’d to theifMinds.: forthe beft Interpretersi.thiat ’could 
then be had, did not Well underftand the Principles of-Religion, 
-nor the Englifh Terms in which Mr. Sergean-t^ deliver’d them. 
He therefore tho’t it abfolutely .neceflTaryi that he Ihould learn 
the Indian Language, that he might be more certain what was 
-deliver’d to them, and make better Progrefs in teaching of them. 
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He therefore-entered upon the new and difficult Study of their 
Tongue, and profecuted it with utmoft Application. He found 
it,uponTrial,extreamly difficult to learn, being entirely different 
from anyLanguage he was acquainted with ; and often exprefs’d 
his p-ears, that he fliould never be able to make himfelf Maftcr 
of it. He alfo tho’t it a more difficult Talk than it would have 
been to gain the Knowledge of all the learned Languages taught 
in the Schools. However,in fomething Icfs than three Years,°lie 
gain’d fo much Knowledge in it, as to be able to pray witli 
the Indians in their own Tongue, and to preach to them in the 
fame, by the Affiftance of an Interpreter; who aided him in the 
Tranftation of his Sermons. And, in about two Years more, by 
conftant Ufe,he obtain’d an exad Pronunciation of theirTongue, 
tho’ very hard to gain ; fo that the Indians were wont to fay’ 
Our Minifter /peaks our Language better than we our/elves can do. 
When Mr. Sergeant had, by a vaft Deal of Labour,made him¬ 
felf Mafter of ftrange Language, he found it to be a dry, bar¬ 
ren and imperfeft Dialed, and by no Means fufficient to convey 
to his Hearers the Knowledge of divine Things : for the Indians 
being utter Strangers to Religion, their Language wantedTerms 
expreffive of divers Things he was oblig’d therefore to fupply 
that Defed by introducing Englilh Words, fuch as Jefus, Chrift 
&c. which, inTime, by frequcncUfe,the Indians well underftood. 
By this Help he fo perfeded their defedive Language,as to ren¬ 
der it tolerably fufficient for his Purpofe. 

2. His Minifterial Labours were extreamly hard, more than 
double to thofe of other Minifters, in ordinary Cafes. He was 
oblig’d to compofe four Sermons everyWeek.two for thtEnglifii, 
and two for the Indians ; his Congregation confifting of both. 
Thofe he prepar’d for the Indians,ht firft wrote at large in Eng¬ 
lifh, and then tranflated them into the Indian Tongue, as he alfo 
did a Portion of Scripture to be read to the Indians on the Sab¬ 
bath ; and notwithftanding he had fo many Sermons to make, 
they were well ftudied excellent Difeourfes, fhewing that he was 
a Workman that needed not to be a/hamed. 

He had a moft laborious Talk to perform every Lord’s-Day. 
His Manner was to begin the publick Exercife in the Morning, 
with a fliort pathetic Prayer for a Bleffing on the Word, in both 
Languages. Then he read a Portion of Scripture, with explana- 
X tory 
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tory Notes and Obfervations, on fiich Paflages as feem’d moft to 
need them, in both. All his publickPrayers & the Communion 
Service were in both Languages ; and it was his fteady Praftice 
to preach four Sermons everyLord’s Day, two to the Englijh and 
two to the Indians ■, except in the fhort Days and cold Scafon of 
the Winter he preach’d but three, one to the Englijh and two to 
the Indians. And befides all this, it was his conftant Cuftom,in 
the Summer Seafon, to fpend about an Hour with the Indians, 
after divine Service was over in the Afternoon ; inftrudfing, ex¬ 
horting, warning and cautioning of them in a free, familiar and 
pathetTc Manner, in their own Tongue. The Indian Language 
abounding in Gutturals renders the Pronunciation of it a moft 
laborious Exercife to the Lungs : that therefore, with his other 
Exercifes, fo exhaufled Mr. Sergeant’s Spirits and Strength, 
that he was fcarcely able to fpeak when they were over. 

3. The Trandation, which, with much Care and ExaiStnefs, 
Mr." Sergeant made in his Courfe of Reading the Scriptures to 
the Indians, fingly confider’d, coft him a vaft Deal of Labour ; 
for, endeavouring to lead them into the Knowledge of the Way 
of Salvation by Chrift, to which they were utter Strangers, He, 
in his Courfe of reading the Scriptures to them, trandated thofc 
Parts of the old Teftament,which appear’d moft needful for that 
End, viz. The Account of the Creation, of the Fall of our firft 
Parents, of God’s calling Abraham, of his Dealings with the Pa¬ 
triarchs and the Children of Ifrael, of the Prophefies concerning 
the Coming of Chrift, &c. the four Evangelifts, the Ads of the 
Apoftles and all theEpiftles, he alfo trandated. A Performance 
which muft of Necedity coft him much Time and Pains. 

4. In his publick Difeourfes likewife to the Englifh of his 
Auditory, he went thro’ all the Epiftles, with a labour’d and 
learned Paraphrafe, critical Notes, and ufeful Obfervations r not 
by the Help of Expodtors, but by a careful Examination of the 
Original Greek, endeavouring from thence to gain the true Senfe 
and°Meaning of the Authors of thofcEpiftles. Mr. fVlodbridge 
has given me fome of his Sentiments upon Mr. Sergeant’s 
publick Performances in the following Words. ‘ I think it a 
‘ great Pity (fays he) that fuch learned and wcll-compofed Dif- 
‘ courfes ftiould be of no further Induence and Benefit than they 
‘ are like to prove, by being delivered to a few People from the 
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! d Number of his Sermons very worthy of 

the Prefs, a Coded ion of which would, perhaps, be as profi¬ 
table as any Difeourfes of fuch a N ature that are extant: they 
‘ being corred,and written in a decent, yet familiar Stile. There 
‘ appears in them not only his unfhaken Belief of the Truths of 
the Gofpel, but alfo his good Judgment & Talent of convey- 
‘ mg to others, the Importance and Beauty of Religion. They 
‘ drew him to be an accurateReafoner, by the Conclufions drawn 
‘ from the hropofitions of his Sermons, and theForce there is in 
‘ them to convince every Hearer, of the Truth. His laboured 
‘ f Paraphrafes, & critical Notes on theEpiftles,would 

‘ ^ rany Thing that has ap- 

‘ peard d of that Kind, to lead us into the Knowledge of the De- 

‘ fign and Meaning of theAuthors.-He wrote hisComments 

‘ with a fingle View to difeover the true Spirit & genuine Senfe 
‘ of thofe epiftolary Writings.— There are two Reafons which 
‘ incline me to with they may be made publick; the firft is the 
‘ Apprehenfion I have of their being really ferviceable to Man- 

‘ kind: the other is,that it might appear whether he was rightly, 

‘ or groundlefsly, fufpedfed of holdingThings contrary toTbund 

‘ Dodrine.’ He alfo fays concerning his Sermons in general._ 

‘ HisPeople were not entertain’d with unconneded & undio-efted 
‘ Matter, but with excellent Difeourfes.’— Such Produdions, 
every one will grant, muft of neceflity be the Effed of much 
Labour and Study. 

It is very true, Mr. Sergeant was no B/gct, but of a moft 
generous & catholick Temper. Bigottry was what he had a great 
Avcrfion to; and he was far from the rigged and narrow ^irit 
thofe are of, who confine Salvation to themfeives,with thofe who 
think juft as they do. It is a C^eftion with me, whether his 
natural Temper was capable of fuch Severity : to be fure, as it 
was cultivated and improv’d by Grace,he was at a greacDiftance 
from it. He tho’t himfelf very ill-treated and much abus’d by 
thofe who reprefented him as being unfound in his Principles, 
and fo did thofe who were bell acquainted with him. 

But to return. 

5. Wc muft add to all his foregoing Labours, the daily and 
conftant Application he was oblig’d to ufe with the Indians ; who, 
being very ignorant, very unftable in theirVirtue, and very much 
X 2' expos’d 
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expos’d to Temptations, wanted Guarding on every Side, which 
he fail’d not of doing. 

6. The Truft,which the Rev. Mr. Ifaac Hollis repos’d in him, 
added ftill more to Mr. Sergeant’s Labour and Care ; for it 
fell upon him to find the twelve Boys, whom Mr. Hollis gcne- 
roufly offer’d to fupport, and to perfuade them and their Parents 
to accept the generous Offer. The Care alfo of providing a 
Mafter to inftruft them,and of VicStualling & Cloathing of them, 
lay wholly upon him. In this Truft he prov’d a faithful Steward 
of Mr. Hollis's Money ; and as he had the whole Care of laying 
of it out, fo he gave him an Account how every Penny was ex¬ 
pended, refufing to take any Reward for hisLabour & Trouble ■, 
tho’ it was offer’d and urg’d by Mr. Hollis. 

y. By the foregoing Hiftory it alfo appears, that the Impor- 
tantAffair of the Boarding-School,which lay very near hisHeart, 
imploy’d much of his Time and Tho’ts ; and was no fmall Ad¬ 
dition to his Labour j efpecially in fome of the laft Years of his 
Life. 

8. To all thefe we muff add, the unavoidable Cares and Con¬ 
cerns of private Life, which were much increas’d by the Scanti- 
nefs of his Support which yet he condufted with Angular Wif- 
dom, Prudence and Frugality. 

View Mr. Sergeant in this Light; confider him profecuting 
fuch a Variety of Bufinefs, and performing all in the Manner 
above defcrib’d, and muft we not grant that he was a furprifing 
Inftance of Labour, Induftry and Faithfulnefs, in that great and 
good Work to which he was call’d ? 

Could I reprefent Mr. Sergeant in a true and juft Light, 
under the Self-denials, Hardfbips, Troubles & Difficulties,which 
attended him in the Courfe of his Miffion, it would appear, not 
only that he paft thro’ many and great Trials, but alfo that he 
bear them all with a Fortitude and Calmncfs of Mind, becoming 
theChriftian and the Minifter of Chrift ; tho’, at Times, Things 
appear’d with fuch a dark Afpeft, that he was almoft overborne 
with Griefs and Difcouragements. 

Every one muft be fenfible, that,to one of fo delicate a Make, 
it muft be difficult and felf-denying, to leave the College, that 
Seat of Learning, and other Delights, to dwell in a Wildernefs : 
To change the polite Society he had been us’d to, for the Con- 

verfation 
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verfation of a Number of Savages, the lowcft of human Kind : 

To forego the Delicacies of Life, for the bare NeccfTaries of it_•’ 

But thefe were but light Things to him, compar’d with many 
other Troubles he met with. 

The illConduft of the Dutch Traders, who us’d many Arts 
and Devices to difluade the Indians from hearkening to him; the 
unreafonable Jealoufies of the Indians, who fufpefted fome evil 
Defign againft them, in almoft every Thing that was projcdted 
for their Good, gave him unfpeakable Trouble and Grief; and 
a vaft Deal of Pains he was at, to prevent the Evils, which thofc 
Things tended to. But that which gave him ftill greater Trou¬ 
ble was, the frequent and unhappyRelapfes of fome of thHndians, 
to their former Vices and ill Cuftoms, after he had conceived 
Hopes of their being truly reformed. Some, of whom hisHopes 
were rais’d,fell again intoDrunkennefs; yea, theLieutenant him- 
felf, who appear’d fo zealous againft that Vice, and feem’d to be 
firmly fix’d in theWays of Religion, conduced himfclf in a very 
diforderly Manner, for a Year or two together, being frequently 
intoxicated, and very troublefome ; But he was afterwards re¬ 
cover’d from his Apoftacy ; confcfs’d his Wickednefs ; was re- 
ftor’d to Charity ; and walked orderly, to the Day of his Death, 
which was Hu£u_^ lo. 1751. When Things looked with a fa- 
vourableAfpedl, and the Indians appear’d to be ferioufiy engag’d 
in the Ways of Piety and Vertue, it gave him the higheft Plea- 
fure andSatisfadtion j but (to ufe his own Expreffion) ‘ Nothing 
‘ fo affeifed him with Grief and Sorrow, his own Sins excepted, 
‘ as the diforderly and wicked Behaviour of thofe to whom he 
‘ miniftred.’ HisConcern on thatAccount is not to be exprefled ; 
many Days he fpent in Failing and Prayer, and Sleep departed, 
from his Eyes, his tender Heart was almoft broken, and he forgot 
to eat his Bread -, and his Eyes poured out Tears unto God. But 
tho’ he was fo tenderly affeded, and concerned for them, yet this 
was what he did not much difeover to the World ; he was alfo 
very far from a repining difeontented Spirit-in the Cafe j was 
calm, fubmiffive and refign’d to theWill of God : not forgeting 
that Expreflion of his Lord and Mafter.— Even fo Father, for fe 
it feem'd good in thy Sight. 

As he, in fomeMeafure, had theTriah 6f Mofes in bearing the 
Cumber, Burden & 5 /n/i?'of hisFeople,fo he was in a good Degree 

pofleft 
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pofleft of the fame excellent Spirit that was upon him. Thefe 
are but a Specimen of the Troubles he met with ; many others, 
too many to be here fpoken of, he paft thro’, during his Miflion. 

If we confider Mr. Sergeant in a relative Capacity, he bcr 
hav’d excellently well in every Relation he fultain’d. From a 
Principle of Confcience he was very careful to render to all their 
Due, Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour &c -, and his 
benevolent and truly Chriftian Temper difpos’d him to do good to 
all as he had Opportunity. He was an able, painful, laithlul Mi- 
nifter among the People, to whom he flood in the Relation of a 
Paflor. He was a moft tender, kind and obliging Hufband to 
a Spoufe, who well underflood how to receive fuch Treatment, 
and to make anfwerable Returns : and while divine Providence 
continued them in that haypy and honourable Relation, they 
were a Ihining Example of all that is lovely and beautiful in a 
married State. He was alfo a compaffionatc, affedionate and 
loving Father to his dear Children : unwearied in hisEndeavours 
to inflill into their tender Minds a proper Senfe of their Obliga¬ 
tions to God -, that they might religioufly remember their Cre¬ 
ator in the Days of their Youth. As became a Bijhop, he rul'd 
well his own Houfe, having his Children in SubjeSiion with all Gra¬ 
vity : And like David, he walked within his Houfe with aperfeS 
Heart. 

The laflWeek in June 1749, he was taken with a Nervous 
Fever, attended with a Canker and an Inflamation in hisT hroat: 
brought upon him, as fome thought, by exceflive Care, Fatigue 
and Application to Bufinefs i more than he was abb; to l^ar. 
He calmly, and without,.any apparent Concern, fpake of this as 
his lafl Sicknefs j and put fome Things in Order, apprehending 
it to be io. He was able however to keep about, and preach’d 
on the following Sabbath, which was the firfl mjuly. In this his 
laflSermon to t\ielndians,hc let them know, ‘ that for fome'Time 
pafl he had been apprehenfive that fome heavy Judgment hung 
over them, becaufe of their Wickedne.fs : That,he fear’d that 
fome of them grew worfe & worfe notwithflanding all that God 
had done for them,and notwithflanding the Pains he himfelt had 
taken with them for their Good : And that there were many 
Ways in which God conld,jan 4 often .did, , reflify his Difpleafure 
againft.a fwfufJfegple : ’and add^, iE .giay be God will take me 
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from you, and then myMouth will be Ihut, and I fhall fpeak to 
you no more.’ After this his lllnefs increas’d upon him, and foon 
confin’d him to his Houfe and to his Bed. And tho’ his Sick¬ 
nefs was very hard upon him, and he endur’d much Pain and 
Diflrefs for about twenty Days together, in all which Time he 
had but very little Sleep •, yet hisHead was free from anyDiforder, 
and even from Pain : and he fpake of it to his Wife, withThank- 
fulnefs, that God had anfwered his Prayers, even to his Defire j 
in continuing to him the free Exercifc of his rational Powers ; 
in favouring him with clear Evidences of his good Eflate j in 
granting him Ability to fpeak freely to thofe who were about 
him -, and in enabling him clearly to difcern the great and incx- 
preffible Satisfadfion arifing from living devoted to God, and fin- 
. cerely flriving to be faithful to the Death. 

He carefully improv’d the Opportunities he had in counfeling 
and charging thofe who were about him ; and earneftly recona- 
mended to them the early Choice and diligent Purfuit of the 
Ways of Wifdom, as being full of Pleafure and Peace, both in 
Life and Death, to thofe who follow thena. 

The Indians, who from firfl to lafl had a great Veneration and 
hearty Affedtion for him, as their Father and belt Friend, were 
greatly concern’d for, and frequently vifited him in,his Sicknefs: 
upon whom he enforced the Inftrudtions, Counfels, Warnings 
and Admonitions he had given them. In the ftrongefl Manner, 
charging them carefully to follow the Ways of Vertue and Reli¬ 
gion, as they would meet him at lafl in Peace. They were very 
defirous that his precious Life might be fpar’d, and of their own 
Accord all aflembled at theMeeting-Houfe, where they earneflly 
pray’d thatGod would continue him to be (till aBleffingto them. 
And when his Death put an End to their Hopes,they were very 
heartyMourners ; andNumbers diicover’d theirAffedtion for him 
by Tears, when ever they came to the Houfe, for a long Time 
after his Death. 

He bear with great Patience the Diflrefs that was upon him, 
thro’ the whole of his Sicknefs, praying and endeavouring that 
Patience might have its perfeU Work in him. 

His Spoufe, who maintain’d Hopes of his Recovery, till the 
lafl Day of his Life, being then fenfible that he drew near his 
End, enquir’d of him, Whetlier he had no carneft Defires to live ? 

And 
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And whether he faw any Gloom on the Horrors of the Grave ? 
To which he reply’d to this Purpofe. ‘ If it be the Will of God 
that I fhould live to do fome fingular Service for him in the 
World, I could wifh to be continued to my Family; otherwife 
I am willing to die : Death is no Surprize to me. I blefs God 
I may and can truft him in whom I have believed, and long ago 
plac’d my everlaftingDependance upon. My Acquaintance with 
the bleflfed World, to which 1 hope 1 am now haftening, thro’ the 
Mercy of God inChrift, is not now to commence.’ At the fame 
Time,he was full of a humbling Senfe of his ownUnworthinefs : 
for when One that flood by obferv’d to him, that his Work was 
well done, he reply’d, ‘ I can call myfelf a mo^ unprofitable Ser¬ 
vant, and fay, God be merciful to me a Sinner. ’ 

He took his Leave of his beloved Wife and dear Children in 
an endearing and defireable Manner ; and after faying a confide- 
rable Deal, by Way of Counfel and Advice, he in a tender Man¬ 
ner defir’d his dear Spoufe, patiently afid quietly to fubmit to the 
parting Stroke *, to go on with good Courage in the Way of 
Duty j and added, ‘ It will be but a little While before we fhall 
meet to part no more.’ 

Laft of all, he devoutly recommended his departing Soul to 
Chrift, the glorious Redeemer -, and, after a few faint Groans, 
refted from his Labours, and his Works do follow him. 

This folemn, awful and laft Scene of Life, Mr. Sergeant, to 
Appearance, paft thro’, with as much Calmnefs, Sedatenefs and 
Compofure of Mind, as he ever enjoy’d in his Life ; and with a 
ferene and pleafant Countenance ; which (as the laft A 61 ) Death 
changed and fent him away. The weeping Speftators of thefe 
Things beheld them with Admiration, and acknowledged they 
had not before feen the like : And one of them obferv’d, that it 
was worth While to die, if it might be in fuch a Manner. 

He left behind him a moft difconfolate and forrowful Widow, 
with three fmall.Children, the eldeft about 8 or 9 Years old, and 
the youngeft upon the Breaft, on whom the Countenance of his 
Father is drawn to the Life, God grant they may all inherit 
his Excellencies and Vertues. 

Slejfed is that Servant, whom his Lord when he cometh Jhall find 
fo doing. Matth. 24. 46, 

./dnd if he fhall come in the fecond Watch, or tome in the third 
Watch, and find them fo, Blejfed are thofe Servants. Luk. 12, 38. 
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Affah-fof'SA^ continuing this Hiftorical Account pf the 

Ti^e to iht Indians, down to the prefehc 

Time; and to have g.ven an Account of Mr. Hollis', increafinrl 
N.imhJ* ? maintain’d and educated at his Expence, to the 

to bl sdulatS 

.He &c. IT&cTbI" lu “If ^ “ 

Gentkme'^o who fTT'J 

Advaotago, fot it, 

tenals for it, and that fome Body will in Timp ^ l. 

World a faithfol Hiftor, of tho 1 

which are now carrying on, for the Good of the>or Nativcl 
bv the ^hat the Foundation MnSE^EANT laidi 

dpriwJ God, proceed to fomething very confl- 

derab!e, ancl worthy of a Place in futureHiftory : and thLhe to 

• Ifai, 65. 8. ■ 
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The Conclufion, in an Addrefs, 


Shall now conclude by endeavouring to reprefenr.to the 
# I ^ People in this Country, the very great Importance of 
### treating the Indians, who live among us, and upon our 
Borders, in a juft, kind and charitable Manner; and 
that we do, by all proper Means and Methods, endeavour to at¬ 
tach them to us, and to the Brilijh Intereft. This, I apprehend, 
is a Subject that has been too much neglefted, and that greatly 
wants to be fet in a clear and juft Light. And I fincerely wifli, 
that fome Gentleman of greater Abilities and Addrefs than 
1 can pretend to, would take it in Hand : Tho’, if my 
weak Endeavours may be a Means of moving others to dojuftice 
to a Subjeft of fuch Weight, I fliall heartily rejoice in it. 

That I may offer what I have to fay, in the cleareft and moft 
concife Manner I can, I fhall go into the following Method. 

firjt, I fhail endeavour to fhew, that it is of vaft Importance 
to thie Bmi^ Previftses Slid Colonies in America, efpecially to the 
Provinces of the MAjfachufetts, New-Tcrk, and New-Hamp/hire, 
that they be in good Terms with the Indians, and attach iheni 
to their Intereft. And, 

Secondly, I (hall endeavour to Ihow, by'what this may 

be effeiled : or what are the moft likely Methods to bring it to 
pafs. 

I. lam to ftiow, that it is of vaft Importance, that we be in¬ 
good Terms with the Natives ; and that we ingage them in our 
Intereft. I freely ^nt, that the Indians, limply confider’d, are 
not of fuch great Confequence to us. We can fubfift without 
them. But yet, their Trade is a confiderable Article, worthy the 
Care of any politick People, and managed as it might, and ought 
to be, would yield us great Profit. But if we confidcr them with 
Relation to Peace and (Nar, as attach’d to us, or to our Enemies, 
they are of the laft Importance to us ; for they certainly have the 
Balance of Power in their Hand, and are able to turn it for or 

againft 
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againft us, according as they Hand affeacd to us. Canada, in- 
confiderable as it is, and from which, feperate from the Indians 
we have little or nothing to fear, in Time of War ; Canada, I 
fay, would be more than a Match for us, in Cafe they join with 
them againft us. He muft be a great Stranger to, and very ig¬ 
norant of, the Circumftances both of the Enghjh and Indians,^\\o 
is not fenfible of this. Our Circumftances are fuch, that we can¬ 
not guard ourfelves againft the Incurfions of fuch Enemies in- 
Time of War: for our Frontiers are of vaft extent, and border 
upon the adjacentWildernefs ; which, tho’ almoft inacceffible to 
us, yet is the veryElement in which they delight to live. They 
are atHome in it. The People therefore who inhabit our Fron¬ 
tiers, while they follow their neceffary Bufinefs,are expos’d to be 
an eafy Prey to them : and many at them have been furpriz’d 
in their Fields and Houfes,and in a moft barbarous Manner put 
to Death. A fmall Number of Indians, encouraged & fupported 
by the French (which they are ready enough to do) can ealily 
keep us in a conftant Alarm, put us to an immenfc Charge, de- 
ftroy many, and impoverifti more, in our expos’d Places,and not 
put themfelves at all out of their Way ; yea, find their Account 
in it : for as they live byHunting, fo whereGame is moft plenty 
they are beft off: And where can they find a better Supply, 
than among our Cattle, Sheep, and Corn-Fields ? There they 
live at Eafe, diftrefs and impoverifti us, and the adjacent Wilder- 
nefs, is their Refuge. By retiring into it, they are foon out of 
our Reach ; and long Experience has taught us, how ineffedual 
the Meafures we have taken, for our Safety and Defence, have 
prov’d. 

Some, I am fenfible, will fay, let us not be at any Coft and 
Pains to gain the Friendftiip of fuch a perfidious Crew, but let 
us deftroy them all. Quickly faid indeed, but not fo foon nor 
fo eafily effefted. Thofe Perfons who are for deftroying them 
•would doubtlefs foon do it, where they firft bound and delivered 
up to them. But one Queftion here is, how we fliall get them 
into ourPower ? And another is. Whether it would be fo human, 
generous and Chriftian-like, to take away their Lives, were that 
in our Power, as it would be to cultivate Friendftiip with them, 
and to feek their beft Good ? If we ftiould be fo fanguine as to 
endeavour to deftroy them, it would doubtlefs prove a vain At- 
Y 2 tempt i 













i66 


An Addrefs, &c. 

tempt; and ferve only to drive them to the French: who would 
be very ready to receive and proted them. If we negledl them, 
and take noMeafures to ingage them in pur Intereft, or to culti¬ 
vate Friendfhip with them, this will probably render them indif¬ 
ferent to us, and difpofe them to hearken to the enticing Infinu- 
ations of Romilh Emiflaries : and our Situation muft be very 
unhappy, when they become engaged in the French Intereft. 

If it be objedted, that the French have already gain’d a large 
Number ofto their Intereft, and therefore if we ule our 
belt Endeavours to gain others, it will avail nothing ; for thofe 
who are devoted to the French, will neverthelefs diftrefs us in 
Time of War. I reply, 

It is very true, that the French of Canada,r\\xo’ their Policy and 
Vigilance, have taken theAdvantage of our Negledt, and gain’d 
a large Number of the Natives to their Intereft, and are gaining 
more and more every Year ; and fome even from among our 
own Indians. They fpare neither Coft nor Pains to accomplifh 
their Defigns of thisNature ; being fenfible enough, how advan¬ 
tageous it is to them, and how injurious to us : and if they con¬ 
tinue to be adtive, and we negligent, as in Times paft, is it no: 
too probable that they will, in a littleTime, attach to themfelves 
all the Indians in North-America ? Does it not then concern us 
to life proper and vigorous Endeavours to prevent this apparent 
Mifchief, by counter-working the French ? who are, 1 fuppofe, 
tampering with all the Tribes of North-America, to ingage them 
in their Intereft. And fhould we fucceed in our Endeavours (as 
it is highly probable we might, if proper Steps were taken) fo as 
to ingage the FiveNations,a.nd fome otherTribes,in hcartyFriend- 
fhip with us ; and efpecially if we fliould beftow fuch Favours 
upon them, as would induce them to fettle upon our Frontiers; 
it would in all Probability prevent the Evil fpoken of in the Ob- 
jedtion : for the Indians from Canada would not moleft us, if a 
Number of the Natives, in hearty Friendfhip with us, were 
placed in our Borders. Of this we have had a very plain Proof 
the, laft War, in the Safety of Stockbridge, and the adjacentPlaces, 
from any Attempts of the Enemy from Canada. 

Stockbridge is in the very Road of, and more expos’d to, the 
Indians from Canada, than any other Place whatever ; and yet 
we fee that the Enemy turned off Eaft to Connellicut-River, and 

Weft 
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Weft to the Settlements, where they did much Mifchief- 
and Number One] 

tho more expos’d, were not molefted. This, fo far as we can 

Stockbndge,wbojvcom hearty and fall Friends : which theEne- 
my being fenfible of, cared not to come within theirReach, leaft 
they lltould be taken in their own Snare. And if we fhould en¬ 
courage theSettlement of other Indian Towns upon ourFrontiers 
where Hunting is moft handy to them, as Stdekbridge has been 
encouraged: fhould we give them Townfhips of htud fuitablc 
for their Improvement, build a Mceting-Houfe & School-Houfe 
in each Town, and fupport Minifters and School Mailers in 
diem ; would not this convince, them that we are their true 
Friends, and leek them Good ? Would it not induce them to fet- 
e in our Borders ? efpecially thofe of them who are dcfirous.thac 
they thernfelves & their Children fhould be inftrufled ? Would 
they not be a Guard to us in Time of War ? And if after all 
we fhould meet with fome Trouble from the Indians of Canada', 
might It not be effedlually prevented, by playing our Indians 
upon them as they do theirs upon us ? And would not the 
Charge of allthis be a Trifle, compar’d with that of defendino- 
ourfelves m Time of War ? But if we negletl them, and take 
no Meafuies to cultivate Friendfliip with them, and efpeciallv if 
we *al injurioufly by them, lhall we not put an Advantage into 
the Hands of the French (which they will not fail of improving) 
to engage them in their Intereft, and to imploy them againft us 
m Time of War? which would prove a very great Calamity to 
us, if not our utter Ruin. Thefe Things confider’d, is it not of 
very great Importance,that we be at goodXerms with the neigh¬ 
bouring Natives. ° 

r. endeavour to fliow what are the 

likely Methods to hv\ng this to pafs ; Or what Meafuies we muft 
take with the IndtanSyd' we would ingage them in hearty Friend- 
ihip with us. 

r general, our Condudl towards them muft be 

uifh. as fhall make them fenfible, that we are indeed their hearty 
Fnehi^ •, and fuch alfo as fhall convince them that it is their 
Intereft and Advantage to be in Friendfliip with us Nothing 
Ihort of this, I apprehend, will attach them to us, fo as to an- 
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fwer the Ends propofed. If we often treat with them, renew the 
Friendihip, and beftow upon them large'Prefencs; Or, as they 
phrafe it,Smoke together, brighten the Chain, or put the Brands 
tot^ther, to kindle up the former Fire •, and yet leave Room for 
them to fuppofe that this proceeds not from true Fnendlhip,_but 
rather from Fear of them, or from Sufpicion that they will join 
with our Enemies, &c. This will never be fufficient to engage 
them : the utmoft we can rationally expeft from it is, that they 
will not openly break with us, but keep up a Shew of Friendfhip, 
that they may have the Benefit of future Prefents at our Hands. 

Ao-ain, if ove fhould by any Means convince them that we are 
their'trueFriends,and yet not go into fuohMeafures with them as 
fhould turn to tht\r Jdvaniage, they would hardly be engag’d for 
us. As all other People are govern’d by Interejt, fo are they. 
And the principal Handle we can take hold of, to attach them m 
us by, is their Intereji, and that would not fail of doing of it. 
If a Tribe of Indians can fell their Skins to us for twenlyShillwgs, 
and buy their Blankets for ten Shillings -, they will never go to 
Canad-a where they muft fell their Skins for ten Shillings, and give 
twenty Shillings for a Blanket. Convince them that it is much 
for their Intereft and Advantage to be our Friends and Allies, 
and we need not fear but that they will be fo. Now,in Order to 
convince them that we are truly their Friends,and that it is their 
Intereft to be ours ; We muft, , V ■ 

In the firft Place.treat them according to the Rules of Equity 
and Juftice. We muft not defraud and opprefs them, but be 
honeft and juft in our Dealings with them. 

TheNatives with whom we have to do,arePerfons of fo much 
Sa<»acity that they can diftinguifh between juft and injurious 
Treatment, as well as other Men. They are alfo as ready to re- 
fent and perhaps more forward to revenge Injuries, than any 
othe’r People under Heaven. If therefore we treat them in an 
unluft Manner, we may rationally expeft that they will be fo far 
from being our Friends, that they will join with our Enemies, 

and feekOpportunities of Revenge. -j-o , , 

It is well known, that the Indians are generally addidled to 
Drunkennefs, and that when they have tafted a little Liquor,they 
have a ftrongThirft for more, and will part with anyThing they 
have, for a fufficient Quantity to make them Drunk.— And is 
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^t not as well known, that we have taken the Advantage of this 
ibeirvic,™, Appetite, and for a few Qriarr, of Rum Le 00^ 
chas d valu^le Effeas of them ? Have not private Perfons thus 
made their Gams of them, notwithftanding the good Laws that 
have been m Force to prevent it ? And is not this the Manner of 
all pnvattTraders,who go among their feveral I'ribes forGain ? 

In our pubhek Dealings with them at our Truck-Houfes, 
where Rum has been f^ly fold them. Care has been taken 
that they ffiould not be cheated, but that they fhould have the 
full y^alue of what they had to fell: An Indian therefore, who 
was Owner of a Pack of Bever, Deerlkins, or any other valuable 
Goods, could buy a large Quantity of Rum,and might getDrunk 
perhaps ten Times or more, whereas if he had fallen inm private 
Hands, he muft have contented himfclf with being Drunk but 
once Of twice. Which of thefe proves moft injurious to the 
Indians in the End, I fhall not pretend to determine. 

When they are thus intoxicated, they fall out among them- 
Iclves, Fight, and fomctimes kill one another, and fome have 
drunk themfelves dead on the Spot. An Inftance of each of 
diefe there has been, if I am rightly inform’d, at Fort Bummer, 
lince that has been improv’d as a Truck-Houfe. And whether 
the Guilt of that Bloc^ does not lie upon us, I leave others to 
judge. 

Now, if we treat the Natives in thisForm, will they, can they 
live with us ? Will not theLaw of Self-Prcfervation oblige them 
to leave us, and to go where they may be better us’d ? Soinc 
of the Five Nations plainly fpeak it out ahd fay, « We can¬ 
not live with the Englijh & Dutch ; they bring us fo much Rum 
that It deftroys us; We muft go to theFmfIi,wbo will let us have 
but little ftrong Drink.” Thus we alienate Indians fhom US, 
and as it were oblige them to go over to the French, who are 
often our Enemies, and fail not to imploy them againft us in 
Time of War. And if we proceed to deal thus injurioufly with 
them, what can we eXpeCt but that they will leave us, and be a 
fevere Scourge to us ? 

Tho’ the Indians are funk below the Dignity &f humanNature, 
and their Luft after Drink expofes them to be cheated out of 
tvhat little they have ; yet this gives us noRight t© deal unjuftly 
by them. They have a natural Right td Juftice, and may, with 

great 
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great Propriety challenge it at our Hand, feeing we profefs 
to be fubjeft to theLaw of which teach us to do that which 
is altogether juji. And we fhould be fo far from taking the Ad¬ 
vantage of their Ignorance, Vice and Poverty, to defraud them 
of what is their juft Right, that we Ihould rather be mov’d to 
Pity, and compaffionate their deplorable State, and be Eyes to 
the Blind, &c. 

I am fully perfuaded, that if we were upright and juft in all 
our Tranfaftions with them •, if our Trade with them were put 
into theHands of faithful Men, who would deal juftly by them ; 
and if they were fupply’d with all Neceffaries for themfelves and 
Families at a moderate Price, it would not be in thePower of all 
French at Canada (fubtil as they are) to alienate them from us. 
The French are not upon equal Ground with us in this Affair. 
For their Nothern Climate is much more inhofpitable & fevere 
than ours is : Their Country is not fo produdlive of thofeFruits, 
which the Indians very much live upon, as ours : Nor can 
they afford Goods which' are proper and neceffary for the 
Indians at fo cheap a Lay as we can : Therefore we can give 
them thofe Advantages which Canada cannot. We can, with¬ 
out Damage to ourfelves, make it their Intereft to adhere to us: 
And when Experience has once taught them, that their Intereft 
lies with us, they will want no other Inducement to ingage them 
to us : Yea, it will not only attach thbfe.of them to us,who are 
not yet gone to Canada, but it will induce thofe who are, to re¬ 
turn to their Brethren, for the fake of the Profit they might reap 
by it-, efpecially if we give them all the Advantage, we can; 
•confiftent with our owrt. ■ , ‘ 

. As unjuft; & abufive Treatment of:the Indians tends naturally 
to alienate them from,us, and to turn them off to ihc^French ; 
fo a Series of juft and faithful Dealing with them would be like¬ 
ly to attach them to us,and to make them our faft Friends. This 
again appears from the Temper and Condudt of that Part of the 
of the River. Indians who \i\e a,t Stockhridge. . Woe tho* 
they were, for a confiderable Time, extreamly jealous, that we 
had fome ill Defign upon them,even in the Favours they receiv’d 
at ourHands (ajealoufy founded, I fuppofe, upon the ill Ufage 
the Natives have top often been the Subjedfs of) yet by the juft 
Treatment they, for a Courfc of Years, have met with, from the 
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low and mlferable with us, or of going ffoiti.us, that they may 
fare better ?. Hoy/ low., how difpirited, how miferable & brutilh 
thefe few are, who live within our Borders, is too manifeft. And 
whether we, by our ill treating of them, have not contributed 
to their Mifcry, is worthy of our ferious Enquiry. Yea, would 
it not be proper for us to enquire. Whether we have not, by our 
NegledlSc Abufe of them.prpvokedHeaven to let loofe theNatives 
upon us, who have been one of .the foreft Scourges that we were 
ever chaftifed w 4 h ? What Multitudes have they,in amoft cruel 
Manner, murdered in our Borders ? How many of our Neigh¬ 
bours have they kd into Captivity ? Some of whom have been 
itedeem’d at a very;gj-eat Expence,; and others arc become either 
Pagan? or Papitts,' and continue'ftill in a foreign Land. And 
who can count the Coft we have beeh at, to defend ourfelves 
againft their Incurfions ? 

If the Britilb Government Ihould be difpos’d, inTime to come, 
to fet up and maintain a publick, honeft and jufl Trade with the 
Uve Nations, or any other Tribes, thereby to attach them to us, 
to promote their true Intereft,with other valuableEnds that might 
thereby be anfwer’d ; This Objedion perhaps would arife, -viz. 
That fuch a Proceeding will be a very great Expence to the 
Publick, f^or our Trade cannot be fafe unlefs it be proteded by a 
■confidcrable Force. A Fort muft be built, and a Garrifon of 50, 
60 or perhaps 100 Men, with their proper Officers, muft be 
maintain’d at eachPlace where theTrade is fet up : therefore the 
Advantaoe would not countervail the Coft. To this I reply, 

If fuclTGarrifons ffiould be tho’t neccflary in the Places where 
aTrade is fet up, to be aGuard to it; the Charge would nothing 
.likeeqpal that of an Indian War, which perhaps-it might prevent. 

But further,, I apprehend that the Charge of fuch Garrifons 
might be fpar’d-, and chat, inftcad of being neceffary, they would 
.prove very inj.urious to tbeDefign -, and that it would be a very 

wrong Step<.tOfbe-caken. iiiithat Affair. ' ^ 

.^11 who are iq 4ny gopd 'Meafuite acquainted with the Indians 
know, that they ^xcj!eamilyijcalous,.leaff any ilhcroachmenrs 
Ihould be made upoorthetn; and it isnot ftrian]^ it ffiould be lb, 
confidering what has paft over, them. And if aNumber of arm’d 
Men were placed among them, and Forts built for the Defence 
of our Trade, they would be Sufpicious, that fomething hoftile 

was 


An Addrefs, &c. lyj 

was intended, and we ffiould not be able to remove the Sufpicion. 
They would behold us with a jealous Eye, and perhaps take 
Meafures to fruftrate the whole Defign. 

The moft effeftual Way to induce°them to truft us, is to truft 
them : and they will be ready enough to proieft our Trade, if 
we defire it, and ffiow that we confide in them to do it. And 
when a little Experience has taught them, how advantageous 
fuch aTrade would be to them, they would be ready enough to 
do it, for their own Advantage. It therefore we ffiould defire 
them to admit a Trader into one of their own Forts, or to build 
a Fort at our Charge in lome convenient Place for fuch a Defn^n, 
and to take Care that our Trade be fafe ; this would tend°to 
convince them, both of our Friendffiip to, and of our Con¬ 
fidence in, them ; and they would not only be pleas’d with it, 
but alfo ambitious to ffiow us that we may fafely truft them : 
And were I to be the Truck-Mafter, I ffiould efteem my felf 
much fafer in theirProteeftion, than in a Garrifon of 100 Englijh 
Men : For if fuch a Garifon ffiould be placed among them, 
they themfelves would fufpe(ft fome.ill Defign carrying on againft 
them, and the French would infallibly tell them, that thp’ we 
pretended Peace and Friendffiip, yet our Defign in the End is to 
difpolTefs them of their Country. . , 

If indeed a Truck-Mafter ffiould prove an unfaithful Servant, 
and inrich himfelf by defrauding them, he.mighc have Occafion 
for Engliffi Soldiers to protedl him aiid his Stores ; but.if-they 
found him faithful, friendly and juft in his Dealings with them, 
they would be as careful of him as of their own jiyes, and ven¬ 
ture their own Lives for him. What would not the Indians 
Stockbridge have done forMr. Sergeant in hisDay^whom thfy 
found to be their true and hearty Friend Aod'wbatjWoulditliey 
not now do for Mr. (Voodbridge, of whom they have had the like 
Experience Indians will be as ready as the Englijh, and perhaps 
much more fo, to ferve and protedf, if there be Occafion, thofe 
whom they have found to be their faithful and real Friends. 

In a Word, I apprehend, that if we had in Times paft treated 
the Natives according totheRules of Equity ■& Juftice, it would 
have been quite fufficient to have ingaged them in our Intereft, 
and to have kept them in Amity and Friendffiip with us. 
And that, even now, they might in a little Time be attach’d to 
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us, by fuchTreatment: But this, I confefs, I defpair of, if every 
private Perl'on muft be left at his Liberty to treat them as he 
pleafes, and to defraud them of all they have : which I take to be 
the Cafe in New-Tdrk Government, who lie next to the Five 
Nations, and have their Trade ; tho’ in this Province we have 
good Laws in Force to reftrain privatePerfons from ,felling them 
■"ttrong Drink. 

2, We fhould alfo exercife that Kindnefs and Generofity to¬ 
wards them, that Hiall convince them that it is for their Intereft 
to be in bViendlHip with us. We Ihould not, in a Cafe of fuch 
Importance, content ourfelves with being bearly juft in ourTreat- 
' tfient of them, but we fliould alfo be kind & generous, as a proper 
Expedient to obtain the End propos’d. I am aware,l lhall here 
be quick interrupted with this Exclamation. 

What! kind and generous to fuch an ungrateful evil Crew ! to 
■which I lhall only anfwer. We have good Authority for being 
kind to the Unthankful and to the Evil. And if that good Being 
who recommends it to us, had not given an Example of it, in 
his Dealings with us, how deplorable had our State been ? This 
kind Temper and Behaviour is recommended to us in the Gof- 
pel, not only becaufe it is the Will of our heavenly Father that 
we fhould be kind, but alfo becaufe the Exercife of it anfwers 
•excellent Ends ; produces very good & defireable Effefts : fuch 
as Love, Friendlhip, Peace, &c. And while we ma,ke aiProfef- 
fion of Chriftianity, it is Pity the Praiftice of it, in fo material an 
Article, fhould be objedled again!!:. And is it not very proper 
that we fhould exercife Kindnefs, and Generofity to the poor Na¬ 
tives, when there is a ftrong Probability of its being pf very hap¬ 
py Confequence both to them and us ? 

A great deal of Kindnefs and Generofity has been exercis’d 
towards the River Indians at Houfatunnuk, by. Government, by 
the honourable Corporation atHome,!by their honourable & Rev. 

: Commijfwners at Bojlon, by the Rev. Mr. Hollis,, by.the Rev. Mr. 
Sergeant, Mr. IVoadbridge and others : and,.the .Confequence has 
been very happy as to, them ; they are brought to theKnpwledge of 
the Gofpel, and to a Chriftian Profeflion : and many of them, 
we hope, to thie faving Knowledge of God. We alfo have found 
the Benefit of this kind Ufage of them : for thereby they are be¬ 
come our hearty Friends,are united to us in their Affc<ftions,and 
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were a Means, in the Hand of Providence, of covering our moft 
Weftern Frontiers the laft War. And were the like^ Kindneft 
ftiown by us to other Tribes, is there notRoom to hope that the 
Effefts might be alike happy ? If Townihipc, fuitablefor Indians 
to fettle in, were provided in our Frontiers, and it were propos’d 
to them that if they would come and fettle in them, they fhould 
not only enjoy the Land as their own, but alfo have a Minifter 
fupported amona them to inftruft them in theChriftianReligion 
and alfo a School-Mafter to teach theirChildren to read & write ’ 
would not this induce many of them,efpecially of the betterSort’ 
to come and fettle in our Borders .? And would they not cove^ 
our Frontiers in Cafe of a War with France ? 

What has been done for the Indians at Stockhridge has doubtlefs 
been much obferv’d, and approv’d of, by the Natives far & near. 
That^there is a School fet up at Canada,\n Imitation of Mr. Ser¬ 
geant s School at Stockhridge, and a large Number of Scholars in 
it, we have heard and receive for Truth. That the French,vt\\Q 
efteem Ignorance to be the Mother of Devotion, and do not de¬ 
fire to teach the Indians any Thing more than to fay their Beads 
and to crofs themfelves, have done this out of Choice, is not at 
all likely. They do not defirc that their Indians fhould become 
a knowing People. But yet, being fenfible that the Report of 
Mr. Sergeant's School had fpread itfelf far & wide, and that their 
Indians were pleas’d with the Method the Englijh had taken to 
furnifh the Natives with Knowledge, they apprehended that un- 
lefs fome Thing like it were done among them, there would be 
Danger of the Indians repairing to us for Inftruftion, and to pre¬ 
vent this, and to ingage them to themfelves, they fet up their 
School. This, I conjefture, is the Truth of the Cafe. And if 
fo, it is manifeft that the Indians are inclin’d to feek after Know¬ 
ledge : And therefore would be difpos’d to hearken to fuch kind 
and generous Propofals, if they were made to them. And who 
can tell but that this, that, or the other Tribe, would gladly 
fettle fuch Towns, if they were invited to it in a properManner ? 

3. Another Step, and,perhaps,the moft promifing one we can 
take,to ingage the Indians inFriendlhip with us is, to fendMiflio- 
naries among their refpe6tiveTrihes,Minifters & School-Mailers, 
to inftrudl them in the Principles, and to perfuade them to the 
Pradticc of Chriftianity, Tho’ they have fo long liv’d near us, 

and 
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and been converfant with us, yet they remain ignorant of the 
Way of Salvation, Strangers to theGofpel, and are perilhingfor 
lack of Knowledge : A Cafe that might well move our Pity and 
Companion towards them, and put us upon doing what we can 
for their Relief. And whether our former Negledl of Things of 
this Nature has not been provoking to Heaven, may be worthy 
of our ferious Enquiry. 

The Intereft the Rev. Mr. Barclay had in the Mohawks, while 
he was with them.theReformation of Manners he wrought among 
■them, theirWillingnefs to receive Inftrudion, and theirEngaged- 
nefs to profecute Learning, are a plain Indication that faithful 
Miffionaries would be welcome to them. And the Five Nations 
being neareft us,and their Friendfhip of very great Confequence, 
it might be proper to begin with them : And what has been 
donelimong them by Mr. Barclay, and others, might be no fmall 
Help in the Cafe. If we fhould fend Perfons well qualified for 
the Bufinefs to refide among them, and fupport them well,there 
would be no Foundation for any Jealoufy that we have an ill 
Defign upon them, and if at any Time fuch Jealoufies fhould 
arife, they would foon fubfide, upon the Indians having a little 
Experience of ourKindnefs and Friendfhip to them. The pru¬ 
dent Conduft and faithful Labours of fuch Miffionaries might, 
by the Bleffing of God, ferve to remove their Barbarity, corredt 
.their Manner”, reform their Lives, promote in them_ vertuous 
Sentiments, and by Degrees form them to true Religion. This 
we may hope would be the happy Event, with Refpedt to many 
of them, tho’ not to all; and it, by muchLabour and Expence, 
it might be brought to pafs, fhould we not find our Account in 
fit: for what would be the Charge of fupporting a few Mifllona- 
ries, compar’d with that of an Indian M^ar ? And is there not 
great Probability that fuch Meafurcs would in a few Years Time 
attach them to us in a hearty Friendfhip ? And it the Five Na¬ 
tions who are a Terror to, and have in great Meafure the Com¬ 
mand of, other Tribes, were indeed our Friends, and made fo by 
fuch Obligations laid upon them, would it not be an efihdtual 
Means of reftraining other Indians from giving us Trouble in 
- Cafe of a War ? 

The general Objedion here, I am fenfible will be j—There is 
noLikelihood of fucceeding, and therefore it is not worth while 

to 
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to make any Trial, it would only be to fpend Labour & Money 
to no good Purpofe. To which I reply. 

How can we draw the Conclufion before we have made the 
Experiment ? Have we ever made any proper Trial, and found 
ourfelves difappointed ? Andean it be look’d upon juft to draw 
fuch a Conclufion, in a Cafe of fuch Importance, unlefs we had 
better Grounds for it I 

It is true, Mr.Sergeant made a Vifit to thtSufquahanna Indians, 
Mr. Brainard alfo, in his Day, did the fame, without Succefs : 
but we know that the Excufe thofe Indians made was, that they 
held their Lands of the Five Nations, and therefore could not 
comply with fuch a Motion, till their Confent was firft obtain’d. 
And befides, fhall we efteem two or threeVifits made by private 
Perfons a fufficient Trial in this Cafe .? Sufficient indeed it was 
to fhow that thofe good Gentlemen were pofleft of an excellent 
Spirit, and of a laudable Zeal for the Good of the poorNatives: 
but yet I apprehend not fufficient to difeourage furtherAttempts. 
If thofe Gentlemen,who went in a private Capacity,had fuftain’d 
a publick Character, perhaps they had been more regarded. 
But however, when we have us’d our beft Endeavours, and they 
indeed prove unfuccefsful.we may be excufable ; but can we look 
upon ourfelves fo, if we fit ftill and ufe no Endeavours for' the 
Help of thofe poor benighted People ? 

If proper Attempts fhould be made forChriftianizingthe Five 
Nations, there would, I am fenfible, fome notable Difficulties lie 
in theWay,but yet perhaps none but what might be furmounted. 

One Difficulty that would doubtlefs attend fuch a laudable 
Undertakfrg, would arife from thofe who maintain a private 
Trade among them, from which they reap greatGain ; efpecially 
by the Article of Rum, too much of which they convey to them, 
and by the Influence of which the Indians arc eafily defrauded. 

Thefe Traders would be very fenfible, that if Chriftianity 
fhould prevail among thofe Nations, theHope of theirGain would 
be gone, and feeing by this Craft they have their IVealth, they would 
qfe their utmoft Endeavours to dilffiade tht Indians irom imbrac- 
ing the Ways pf Religion. They in Fadt did fo at Houfatunnuk, 
-where the Number oi Indians was fmall, and their Trade not fo 
confidcrable (as the foregoingHiftory fhews.) How much more 
then will they do it, if Endeavours fhould be us’d to convert the 
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'Mohawks^ whofeTrade is vaftly more advantageous ? But as the 
Indians at Houfalunnuk, by Mr. Sergeant’s Help, faw thro’ the 
Artifice they us’d ; and were made fenfible of the felfiflrViews of 
the Traders, fo doubtlefs the Five Nalions may cafily be inform’d, 
and the Obftrudlion foon remov’d. 

Another Difficulty will arife from the falfe Infinuations of 
EmilTaries, who will not fail to tell them, that we are 
about to teach them a falfe Religion, and if they hearken to us," 
they will all certainly be damn’d. But when thofe Indians are 
properly inform’d of theConduft of thtsF'rench, and othcrRoman 
Catholicks, how they deny theUfeof the Bible to the common 
People among themfelves, and that they have no Dcfign to ad- 
quaint the Indians with the Word of God : And on the other 
Hand, that our Defign is not to impofe upon them, but to open 
the Bible to them, to enable them to read it, and to judge for 
■themfelves : will not this fatisfy them of our honeft Intentions 
towards them, and of the Safety & Propriety of their examining 
Things, that they may form a Judgment for themfelves ? 

A third, and perhaps much the greateft Difficulty that would 
attend this good Defign is, that thofe Indians ffieem themfelves 
Chriftians already, and value themfelves upon their being as good 
Chriftians 'as their Neighbours. Mr. Sergeant, in his Journal of 
November 25. 1734, fays,—. ‘ The Mohawks are generally Ptd- 
'*■ fefTors of Chriftianity, but for want of Inftrudtipn have but 
‘ little of it in Reality.—’ They arp fo ignorant of thePrinciples 
of Religion, that they know not the Difference between one who 
is baptiz’d and calls himfelf a Chriftian,and one who lires agrea- 
bly W theRules Chrift has given us to walk by; They are not 
fenfible of the Neceffity of being conform’d to thofe Rules of 
Vertue and Holinefs which Chrift has preferib’d. Romijh Emif- 
faries have baptiz’d fome of them,othcrs (as I hive been inform’d) 
have been'baptiz’d by Da/r;& Minifters ; and they efteem it 
a Privilege belonging to them to have their Children baptized, 
.whenever they prefent them ; without any Regard being had, 
either to the Qualifications of the Parent, or the religious Edu¬ 
cation of the Child. When the^Eev. Mr. Spetlcer was among 
them a few Years ago, they were much difpleas’d that he de¬ 
clin’d baptizing fome Children, whofe Parents were nororioufly 
ignorantj vicious and wicked. Some Indians from Canada, who 

had 


An Addrefs, &c. j 

part 

to Wejifield, to yffit their Mglijh RclatroriS thdfe, and While they 
ftay d at th^t Place, they had a Child btirn, and were much of- 
fended w'th the Rev. Mr. Ealantine^tsho declin’d baptizing of ir 
as they defir d. Since the Rev. Mr. Edvdards has ^en Stock- 
bridge ox^ of ^e Mohawks refidihg there had a Child born, and 
was highly affronted becaufe Mr. Edwards did not baptize it 
upon his Defire From thefe Inftances it is eyidenc, that they 
account their Children have Right to Baptifffi, Whenever they 
dcfire It. And being baptized,they efteem them goodChriftians^ 
whatever their Converfation may be : for they derive their No¬ 
tions of Chriftianity,not horn the Bible, (to which they are Stran¬ 
gers) but from the Exampkrof the Dutch & French, with whom 
they are converfant.and who protefs themfelves to be Chriftians. 

And fo far forth as being baptized, in theforementionedMOT- 
ner, and cdlhng themfelves Chriftians, will make them fo, they 
be fft«m’d. Now thefe Things being fo, it may prove 
a difficult Thing to make them fenfible, that Drunkennefs and 
other VICIOUS Pradices are inconfiftent withChriftianiry ; becaule 
Uiofc Chriftians, who fall under their Obfervation, give them an 
Example of Vice, and go fuch Lengths therein. 

But yet I apprehend this Difficulty might alfo be remov’d 
by giving them a juft and true Account ot the Nature & Extent 
of the Chtiftian Religion by informing tlferri what the Will of 
Chrift \s -, howhe expedts that we fiiould be Conform’d to his 
Likenefs,and to hisLaws. The Indians are as capable of hearing 
Reafons and giving them their Weight, as other Men: and it is • 
becaufe they know not what Chriftianity is, that they efteem 
themfelves Chriftians, in their prefent Circumftances. When 
they ate made acquainted with the Terms bf Salvation, propos’d 
in the Gofpel, and what they muft do'that they may inherit eter¬ 
nal Life, when they are well inftrudted in thcDoarines of thrift, 
they will be fenfible that the Religion which they now have, is 
little or nothing like'that which is taught by the GofpeL When 
Mr. Edwards refus’d to baptize a Mohawk Child born at Stock- 
(which I havpbefore mentioned) and they were -rry much 
difpleas’d with him on thatAccount, he went to them, gave them 
theReafons of hisCoridu6t,and inform’d them as clearly as he was 
able of the Nature and End of Baptifm : Thofe Indians receiv’d 
A a the 
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theP’orce of hisReafons,4nd appeal’d to be fatisfy’d &'contenred, 
-wlicn he had taken Pains to inform them. And I doubt not 
hut proper Inftruetion and Information would remove the Diffi¬ 
culty I have been fpeaking of. • 

'I'hu’ Chriftianizing thofe Indims may prove a difficultWork, 
yet if our Endeavours might, by the divine Bleffing,be fucceeded, 
would not the Advantage thence arifing to them, and us, more 
than compenfate. the Pains and Expence we Ihould be at ? And 
is there not.fo much Ground to hope for Succefs, as Ihould in¬ 
duce us to make the Experiment ? 

1 ffiall.now conclude, by briefly fuggefting a few Things, not 
yet mentioned, the ferious Confideration of which may excite us 
to ufe our beft Endeavours for the Convcrfion of the neighbour¬ 
ing Indians to the Chriftian Faith. 

1. And in the firft Place, Ihould not the Confideration of the 
divine Bounty and Goodnefs, bellow’d upon us, excite us to im- 
ploy Part of that undeferv’d Goodnefs to promote the Knowledge 
of God, our bountiful Benefadlor, among thole who aredeftitutc 
of it i Thro’ the undeferv’d Favour and Bleffing of God,we have 
been profperous in our fecularAffairs,fucceeded in ourHufbandry, 
Trade, &c. and are become a wealthy People : And,were we as 
willing as we are able, might we not fpare large Sums for the 
Propagation of the Gofpel among the Heathen Ought we not 
then to Ihew our Gratitude to the glorious Author of all our 
Comforts, by imploying a Part of his Bounty to promote the 
Redeemer’s Kingdom ? Is it not fit that we Ihould thus honeur 
the Lord with our Subjlance ? Does it not lie as a Reproach upon 
us, who make an hi^ Profeffion, that we expend fo little to pro¬ 
mote the Knowledge of God among the Natives^ and fo much tO : 
ill Purpofes ? Were what we imploy in unnecelTary Expences,by 
which Pride and Luxury are indulged and nourilhed, imploy’d 
in the laudable Method I am recommending j would it not be. 
fufficient, well to fupport a Multitude of Miffionaries among the: 
neighbouring Tribes ? Would it not probably be a Means of 
turning many of them from the Power of Satan to God ? And 
would it not be an Odour of a fweet Smell, a Sacrifice acceptable, 
well pleafing to God ? f And feeing God, by his Bleffings, has 
inabled us to contribute to fuch a good Defigny Ihould we not 

chearfully 
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of ,hc 

exate us xo endeavour theConverfion of the Hea°tir" 

A few Generations back we were in a Stare of r 

they now are : fmfrom the common IVeahh of IfL'-andwiib 
cut God tn the World. * But thro’ divine Goodnefs 

«nd we enjoy the 

on u^ ?n^ffhas°hadCompaffron 
on us, and bellow d upon os thofe riches Bleffings; oughtLnoc 
to have Compaffion on the neighbourino' Heathen nnH 
bell Endeavours that they affo may be° iSe iSLI" r T 
Light and Bleffings of the Gofpen^ made I a, rakers of the 

, 3-Should we not be mov’d tofuchcharitableEndeavours from 
the Confideration of the wretched and forlorn Circumflancev „ 
which the poor Na^ves appear before oin- Eyes. We often behold 
thofe piteous (Jjedls, appearing half naked and almoll ftarv’d 5 
which IS the Effed of their viciousWay of Living. We fee them 
H \ J ® of Ipomnce & Barbarity ; wholly unacquaint- 
ed with theWay of SaIvation,and quite uneoncern’d for their eter^ 
nalGood : And yet their Powers, both of Body & Mind,are not 
mferiour to our own. Were they brought toCivility & IndullryJ. 
nicy might ftand upon equal Ground with' us, rcfpeifting the 
Comforts of Life : and were they inllrudled in divine Things 
made acquainted with the great & important Truths of theG^-i 
pel, they might Hand as fair for the Kingdom of Heaven as we‘ 
do. Should not our Eyes therefore afted our Hearts, when-wfe' 
behold them in fuch miferableCircumftances.? And Ihould we not' 
exert ourfelves in all properWays for theirHelp. Did theWounds 
who/if// among Thieves, plead with' fo 
much Eloquence for human Compaffion, as the unhapriy State of 
the poor Natives does for Chriftian Chatity ? And if the Com¬ 
paffion of a Samaritan was mov’d by the former, bdw much more ■ 
Ihould the Bowels of a Chriftian be mov’d by the latter ? 

4 - The noble Example of fome generous & pious Perfons, at 
Home, may well exoice ustb liberal Contributions for the Benefit 
of the poor Heathen. ^ - 'ij'- ’ • ;. 

f Eph. 2. 12. 
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* Not oiily ^iblidc Societies, bur alfo private^eVrohs, \n (jrtat'- 
Britain, have generoufly and liberally contributed for the Benefit 
oF the iVu/;w,in this diftantParc of thcWorld as the foregoing 
Hiftory fhows. Tho’ they are at 3000 Miles Diftance, and never 
beheld, as we do,thore miferable Objefts; yer, from a truly ^ pious 
and gencrousSpiritjthey have fent over their liberalCorttrrbatibns, 
that the Heathen, by their Means, may be inform’d in the Way 
of Life. Verily^b^J^ not loafs their Reward. A nobleExamptd 
they fet before us, moft worthy our Imitation : And how can we. 
excufe ourfelves, if we neglcdl to copy after it ? Some indeed 
may plead their Inability, but this is not the Cafe of all. Arc 
there not among us many wealthy Merchants & Traders ? Ar^ 
fliete not alfo many Farmers, who abound in Wealth, upon the 
Lands which were,a few Years ago, the Property of the Indians., 
who now (land in Need of their Charity ? Should not fuch Per- 
fons be mov’d, by the generous Examples of others, to help for¬ 
ward the noble Defign of converting the Heathen ? Yea,are not 
the People in general able to do fofflething to help forward fo 
good a Defign I And will it not lie as a Reproach upon us, if 
we, who make a high Profelfionof Religion, prove void of Cha¬ 
rity, when we are fo loudly call’d to the Excrcife of it, not only 
by the laudable Example of generous Benefadors at Home v but 
ai(b by the perifhing Circumftances of the neighbouring Indians ? 

I rtiall only add my hearty Wifhes.that this American Continent, 
which, for Ages unknown, has been a Seat of Darknefs, Oind fuU 
cf the Habitations of Cruelty, may become a Scene of Light and 
Love - that,the Heathen in it, who have been wont to thirft 
after Blood, may hunger and thirft after Righteoufneft ; That the 
Wildernefs and folit ary Place may be glad for them, the'Hrfirt rejoice 

and blbjfom as the Rofe -,- ‘That the Glory ef Lebanon way ii 

given unto it, the Excellency cf Carmel and Sharon ; That the^ 
may fee the Glory of the Lord, and the Excellency of our God. R ' ' 
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